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THOUGHTS ON REVELATION XII1 AND XIV.

What position do we now occupy ? No question of greater import-
ance can now engage our atteution.  As a peaple who are waiting for
the coming of their Lord, and notihg tith the decpest interest the events
which precede the coming of the Just One to reign in alory, we onght
cvef to be able from the testimony of the word of God, to answer the
solemn enquiry, ** What of the night?’ The great land-marks which
stand along our pathway are here distinctly noticed, and thus we have
given to us by the God of Heaven, an accurate chart of the great path-
way which leads onwird to the kingdom of God. T'liat the great out-
lines of prophecy cover all time, from the commencement of the first
great empire down to the destruction of the four:h, at the time when the
Ancient of  vs shall sit in judgment, is a fact well understood. That
we may leatu from the fulfilluient of these prophecies the relative posi-
tion whieli we occupy, is also conceded ; nay further, that the prophetic
periods have expired, or that they are on the point of expiration, and
that the signs which were ta mark the end of all things at hand, have
nearly all appeared, is alsa helieved and taught. But there is another
class of prophecies in which we are still more deeply interested ; we
mean those prophecies which describe the Advent movement itself. For
though we may closc our eyes to the fact, the word of God gives us a
clear prophetic viéw of this subject, and exhibits in an unmistakable
Jight the position of the classes which are connected with the movement.
"The word of God is the lamp hy which our pathivay is lighted ; hence
we may learn from that word where we now stand, and what we ought
now to do; thus we may be able to give a reason of the hope that is
within us with meekness and fear. As present duty is ever inseparably
connected with present truth, we cannot engage aright in the work «f
God without a knowledge of this. The pathway on which we travel is
macked at evory step by the fulfillment of prophety. As propheey is
fulfilled, the light of truth moves enward down this pathway toward
the kingdom of God. Jf we would continue in the light of the truth,
we must advance with the light Jest we be enshronded with darkness.
“The Advent movement itself is cleatly described in Rev. xiv.

Tae First Axcen. * Aud T saw anether angel fiy in the midst of
heaveng having the everlasting gos
the -earth, d4hd to ¢very nation, an

Saying with a loud voice, IFear God, and give glory to
hour of his judgment 1s come & and warship hnn that made heaveu, and
earth. and the sca, and the fountains of waters.

& That such an enuuciation has heen made to the world that the hour of
his judgment is come this gereration cannot deuy. It hos indeed gone
1o the fonr winds of heaven.”” The proclamation of the honr of God’s
judgment, here called  the everlasting zospel,” synchronizes with
«t this gospel of the kingdom,’ of which Jesus speaks.  The preaching
of Paul at Athens was enforeed by the declaration that God hath *“ ap-
pointed a day in the which he will judge the world :** but this is a spe-
cific message announcing that ¢ the hour of his judgment is come.”’—
The world and church have béen tested by this great truth, and nearly
all have rejected the counsel of God against themselves. It has tested
the present generation as the great truths of the first advent tested |h‘e
people of that time. John xii, 31. It was based on unanswerable evi-
dence, viz. historic prophecy, prophetic time, and the signs of the times,
and gave to the world the warning needed, that the day of God might

d kindred, aud tongue, and peoplo,

pel to pteach to them that dwell on

him; for the|

| " " e ———
'l“ The hour of his judgment is come.” That the great prophetic period
ol 2300 days was given correctly, is now demonstrated Wwith great clear
nees.  See Advent Hetald, Vol VI..

T'hat the fist message was not to last till the coming of Jesus Christ,
is evident from the fact that the time, which was its great burden or
Ipoint, has ended. Tt is further evident from the fact that two angels in-
tervene between the first angel and the position of the Son of Man on
the white cloud.  Nor can this point be met by saying that the three
messages are givefi at the ante time.  For they are represented as fol-
lowing each other, and order is clearly given to them, There would be
quite as much propriety in believing that the seven angels of Rev. viii,
sonnded their trumpets at the same time, a5 there would be to believe
that the messages of the threc angels, which follow in succession, are all
tobe given at once. The same propriety in making the first of the
seven angels last till the coming of Jesus, or the first of the four beasts
last till the judgment, and the remaining ones of each series fulfilled
afterward, as to teach that the message of the first angel lasts till the
coming of Jesus Christ, and that the remainihg messages of the angels
are given afler that event. Because in each of the cases named, the
history of the world is given, Whilst men are in a state of probation.—
Hence to teach that the first angel must continue his flight till the com-
ing of Jesus, and that the second and third are to give their messages
afterward, ot to believe that the first angel does not commence his flight
till the coming of Jesus, and that the three then give their messages to
aether, aré follies of which we ought not to be guilty.

That leteral angels are concerned in this work we do not deny ; for
they are ministering spirits, aud doubtless co-operate in the great work
of salvation, but ive fully believe that the three messatrés will be under-
stocd; ?nd responded to by the people of God. That angels will work
indcpendent of humin agancy we cannot believe, for it is contrary to
the order of God that they should become visible, and preach the guspel
to the nations. But that they should act in unison with men is reasona-
ble, and aceurds with the past dealings of God with man.

Tue Seconp Aneet. . And there followed another angel, saying,
Bahilon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”

This angel follows or comes afier the judgment hour ery. That such
a message has been given, all are aware who have in any manner heeded
the miglty work of God through the Jand. That a false fulfillment
should oceur at the right time for the real one to take place, is not only
a thing in itsclf impossible, but it is a real libel on the character of God,
as it makes a speedy end to faith or trust in him on the part of his peo-
ple.  Tor how can it ever be known that God is iu a work, if those
which come in the order of prophetic fulfillment, and accomplish the
predicted wotk are to be discarded and we'lell to Jook elsewhere for the
real event?

That a work worthy of Lehig noted as the fulfillment of propheey,
conld ever be accomplished by calling the people of God out of Rome,
no one can seriously pretend.  Further than this, if the fall of Babylon
be the burning of Rome, how in the name of rcason aund of Scvipture,
can the people of God be ealled out of her that they receive not of her
plagucs when she has already been destroyed by fire which is the con-
summation of her plagnes? Rev. xviii, 8.

We regard Babylon as the professed church united with the kingdoms
lof the world. In other words, ‘ Babylon is the apostate churches.”’—
We cannot restrict the term to the Papal church, for it evidently in-
cludes all those religious bodies which have become corrupt like the
¢ mother of harlots.”” The proclamation of the coming kingdom was
wade to her hy the first angel, and the message having been rejected nc
farther work could ever be done for her.

The people of God are then called out, for they may no longer remain
in her communion. 2. Cor. vi, 14—18; Isa. lii, 11; 1. Tim. vi, 3—5;
Rev. xviii, 4. The fall of this great eity leaves her the habitation of

not overtake them as a snare. The announcement contained time.—

devils, and the hold of foul spivits, &c. This is a moral fall, and de-
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notes the rejection of the professed church. She has rejected the only:
truth by which she could have heen healed of her maladies. Ilence the!
people of God are commanded to flee out of her, that they partake not of}
her sins, and receive not of her plagues. It is evident that the fall of|
Babylon precedes her destruction. for the people of God are called out of|
ler after hor fall, and while her destruction is yet peading. Rev. xviii.!
Her fall then denotes lier rojection, and precedes her destruction by the{
plagnes and by fire. Her meichants ave the great men of the carth ;-
and in the enumerated articles of Babylonish traflie, Protestants are, if
possible, more extensively engaged than Papists. Notice all the gandy

trappings of this world, and in addition to this, ““slaves and souls ol'I
men.” How anlike what Gad designed that his people shoald be, hus
this great city become! The Church of Christ was to he the light of
the world, a city set on a hill which could not be hid. Matt. v, 14—16.
But instead of this, his professed people have united with the kingloms
of this world, and joined affinity with them. They are now planted on’
the decrees of kings, and the laws of the nations of earth, instond of that,
word which God gave to be the only foundation of his Churck. Thus
has the wisdom of man taken the place of the power of God. The un-
Jawful connection of the peaple of God with the wicked world [JTames
iv, 4] has resulted in their rejection at last; for how can the God of,
truth and holincss any longer recognize as his people, those who in ad-:
dition to all these things, have vejected the tidings of the speedy com-%
ing of their rightful Lard?  That they have actnally fallen, let the facts]
in the case bear witness.

This cry of Babylon's fall, must be made in order that the people of
God may vuderstand and make their escape. Has this ery been heard?;
Has the predicted work been accomplished?  We answer unhesitating-
ly, yes. It has been responded te by the most humble, and devoted, the,
very persons that Christ promised should know of a doctrine, whether ilf
was of God or not. John vii, 17. This message of the second angel
in connection with the Midnight Cry, moved forward with the power,
of the God of heaven, and accomplished his purpose in cavsing it to be]
given. We may deny the message of the second angel and go hack and|
attempt to give the first message again, but it would be a more seriptu-
ral course to heed the voice of the thivd. There is but one course by’
which we can avoid the message of the third angel, and that is to reject
the second and prononnce it the work of man. Those who are prepared
to do this, can do it.

Tue Tuirp Axcrr. < And the third angel followed them, saying
with a loud vuice, If any man worship the heast, and his imoge, and re-
ceive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of’
the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured ont withunt mixture into’
the cup of his indignation ; and he shall be tormented with fire and brim-,
stone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the;
Lamb: Aud the smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever and ever :/
and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his im-!
age, and whosoever receiveth the mavk of lis name. Here is the pa-|
tience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God,,
and the faith of Jesus.”

The erder as given in this chapter need vot he mistaken,—nay it is

not possidle to mistake it, without duing violenee to the lsnguage of in- |

spiration. The warning voice of the third angel is not hezvd unti) the
first and second augels have flown through the midst of heaven. Suysa
recent writer:
 But the fourteenth chapter [of Rev.] presents an astounding evy, yet
t be made, as a warning 10 mankind in that hour of streng temptaion.
Rev. xiv, @=11. A denunciation of wiath so dreadful, canrot he found.
in the book of God, beside 1his. Docs it rot imply a strong temptation,
to require so terrific an admonition1"—Facts on Romanism, p. 112.
The difference Letween this message and the preceding ones cannot
fail to be noticed. The first two were indeed solemn and pointed dee-
Jarations, but this message is one of most fearfu] import. Tt is indeed a
solemn and awful threatening of the judgments of Goud, unequaled else-
where in the Bible. The first and second angels are in the past, and
the message of the third is now before us. With-its voice of warning
sonnding in our ears, how can we slumber on, and drcam of peace and
safety? It is not merely because that men are inclined to worship the
beast and his image and to receive his mark, that they are so solemaly
warned against it, for we have in the thirteenth chapter of Revelation
_an account of the real danger.
Tae Beast, Waar 18177 This question may be answered by refer-
ring to Rev. xiii, 1—10. When Daniel, in his vision of the seventh
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rule over the earth, they were represented under the symbols of beasts
arising from the sea. Three of thesc having passed away, it is proper
that the fourth of the series only, should be shown-to John. The
beast with ten horns, described by Daniel, is also seen by the Revelator
to ascend out of the sea. In him arc blended the marks of all the pre-
ceding beasts,—the body of the Leopard, the feet of the Bear, the n uth
of the Lion. Dan. vii, 4, 5, 6. This beast is evidently the Papal form
of the fourth heast, for it receives its seat and dominion from the dragon,
Rome Pagan. The seat is Rome, which was given.to him at the same
time that his power was given. This dreadful beast was to possess thid
power and dominion over the saints for a period of 1260 years ; but, altho’
his dominien over them is thus limited, he is to make war on the saints
until the coming of the Ancient of days. Dan. vii, 10—22. At the
close of this period, he received a deadly woand which has been healed,
and all the world now wonder after the beast. And we may safely af-
firm that the beast, after his recovery from the deadly wound, is to con-
tinue till the battle of the great day of God Almighty, when ke is to be
taken and cast into the lake of fire. Rev. xix, 19, 20; Dan. vii, 7—11.
Hence we conclude that there is no other beast which is to take the
place of the fourth beast, for the empire of this beast in jts divided state,
as represented by the ten horns, is to continue till the God of heaven
shall set up his everlasting kingdom. Dan. vii; i, 44.

Tiae Two-Ilonneo Beasr. And T beheld arother heast ceming up
out of the earth, and he had two herns like a lamb, and he spake as a
dragon. Rev. xiii, 11.

We have already seen that the fourth beast of Daniel, which is the
same as the beast whose *“ deadly wound was healed,” of whom John
speaks, does not give his seat to another beast ; hence the location of the
two-horned beast is not in the ten kingdoms of the fonrth beast. We
cannot take the horns of the fourth beast and constitute another beast,
or the horns of another. It is another beast beside the ten-horned beast.
It is not the first beast healed of his deadly wound, for the work of the
two-horned beast, is in the sight of that beast. The first beast was to
possess the power and cominion for a period of 1260 years only, at the
end of which period its dominion was taken away. Dan. vii, 25, 26 ;
Rev. xiii, 5. But if the two-horned beast is but another form of the
Papal power, then is the Papacy again to bear sway with all its former
authority.  Rev. xiii, 12. It wounld indeed be a surprising change if

\the ten horns were to be plucked up, and in their stead two other horns

:should arise. Yet such is a necessary conclusion if the two-horned
heast is but another form of the first beast. Hence we conclude that the
two-horned beast is another and distinet power.

It is however, from the time of its rise, a power cotemporary with the
beast whose deadly wound was healed. It acts in the sight of the first
beast in performing its wonders. This point we will notice again.

The manner of its rise is not to be overlooked. The four beasts of
]Daniel.' of which series John’s first beast constituted the fourth, arc all
seen to arise out of the sea in consequence of the striving of the winds.
;I)an. vii, 2, 3; Rev. xiii, 1. They arose by overturning the' powers
that preceded them, by means of general war. Winds denoting war or

;strife among men, and waters or sea denoting people, nations, &e.—
{Rev. vii, 1-—3; xvii, 15. But this power scems to arise in a peaceful,
or lamb-like manner from the eartl.

When was this power to arise?  Not prior to the firsf beast, certain-
ly. Not at the same time, for then there wonld be no propriety in de-
signating either as the first beast. It is said that it shal) exercise al)
ithe power uf the first beast before him. Then we may look for it to
icume on the stage of action ahont the close of the first beast’s domiuion,
at the end of the 1260 years. Again, itis to canse the world to worship
the first beast whose deadly wound was healed, which shows that its pe-
riod of action is this side 1798.

““The two-horned beast is represented as a pow
pa':(, afg‘clr the death ti\ml ;:vival of the first beast.
what will constitute that beast: with two-horns, or the false prophet -
l¥ confess I do not know. I think it is a powér yet tobe de,:relg ed’:r"::;efrl:nm':-
:v (;:itcgs a_r;lacc?_mpllce_of Ithe Pa dcy in subjhecting the world. It will be a power

h will perform miracles, and deceive t Id wi ]
205 T geeriortn, mira, pp.,ml, oo e world with them. See Rev. xix,

One fact of interest may be noticed herg. The course of empire be-
ginning with the first great empire near the garden of Eden, has been
ever tending westward. Thus the seat of the Babylonian and Persian
empires was in Asia, The seat of the Grecian and Roman empires was
in Europe. The Roman empire, in its divided state as represented by

er existing and performing his
If asked for my opinion as to

chapter, was shown the various empires which should snccessively bear

the ten horns, occupies. all the remaining territory west to the Atlantic
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ocean. Hence we still look westward for the rise of the power descri-|! was scen arising from the earth, as though it had not time to develope

bed in this prophecy.

This power is evidently-the last one with which the people of Cod!
arc connected, for the message of the third angel.which immediately |
precedes the view of Jesus on the white cloud, pertains almost entirely
w the action of the two-horned beast. Compare Rev. xiv, 0—113 xiii,
11—18. And itis a fact which ought not to be overlooked, that those
powers with which the people of God are conuected, are the only ones
woted in prophecy. It is also plain that the march of civilization and of |
Christianity, like the course of the natural san, has ever been westward;J
And it is evident that the territory of this last power is to be the field o
the nngeis' messages, the land where the crowning traths of the sospel,
ere it finishes its course, are to be brought vut.

The rise of each of the great powers has been gradual. For a series
of years they were preparing for the stations which they afterward as-
sumed, but they begin to figure in prophecy, from the time when they are
prepared to act their part in the great drama.  'We come now to trace the
rise of an empire which has come up in the sight of the first beast; a
power still further on toward the setting sun, with the history of which
the great circuit of empire will be accomplished, for the boundary of the
vast Pacific has been reached.

A short time before the Reformation, in the days of Martin Luther, a
new continent was discovered. The rise of the reformers brought out a
Jarge class who were determined to worship God according to the dic-
tates of their own conscience. They desired a greater measure of ecivil
and religious freedom ; hence they with many others fled to the wilds of
America and laid the foundation of a new empire. They did not estab-
Jish their power by overtnrning another power, but they planted them-
selves in an uncaltivated waste and laid the foundation of a new govern-
ment. The preceding powers had arisen through the strife of the winds
on the great sca,—but this power arises out of the earth. That is, the
first powers arose through the action of wars in overturning and subvert-
ing other nations, to be in turn overthrown and snbverted by their sue-
cessors, but this power appears to arise from the earth in a peaceful
manner. It comes up in the sight of the first beast like the settlement
and growth of a new country.  The Dublin Nation’' thus notices the
progress and the power of this vepublic:

«Yn the east theye is avising a collossal centaur called the Russian Empire.  With
a civilized head and front, it has the sincws of a bugh barbaric body.  There one
man’s brain moves 70,000,000. There all the traditions of theeople are of ag-
gression and conquest in the west.  T'here but two ranks are distingnishuble,—
serfe and soldiers. There the map of the future inclules Constantinople and Vi-
enna ax outposts of St. Petersburg.

«In the west an opposing and still more wonderful American empive is EMFR-
cing. We Islanders have no conception of the extizordinary events \rhirh,l
amid the silence of the carth, are daily adding to the power and pride of this gizan. |
tic nation. Within three yenrs territories more extensive than these three King-
doms, France and Italy put together, have been guirtly, and in abnost € inatter of
course * fashion annexcd to the Union,

“«In seventy years, seventeen new sovercignties, the smallest of them larger
than Great Britain, have peaceably united themselves to the federation. No
standing army was raised, no national debt sunk, no great exertion was made, but
there they are.  And the last mail brings news of the organization of three more
great States about to be joined to the thivty.  Minnezota in the northwest; Des.
cret in the southwest, and Californin on the shores of the Pacific.  These three
states will cover an arer equil to one half the Enropean eontinent.

< Nor is this a mere addition on the map.—Tt is not piling barren Pelion upon
uncultivated Ossa. It is an actual conguest of new stength and resources.  Al-
ready has Minnesata its capital,—St. Paul—which has its j

(,nurn:l I, churches,
schools, parties, interests and speculations,  T'he Mormon {ounders of Deseret

are doing what the Puritans did in Massachusetts two centuries ago,—toking care ||

to posscss themselves of the best landx and waters in their new state.  Tnstead of
becoming a lawless horde of adventurers the sertlers in Califurnia ave fuunding
cities, electing dclegmes, magirtrates, sherifiz, and Congressmen, as methodically
and as inlcnlf;' as it they trod the beaten paths of life on the Atlantic shore of the
continent. -

“ An 1 with thie increase of torritory, there is a commensurate increase of induy-
try in the older States.—The census of 1850 abont to be taken in the United
Siates, will show a growih of numbers, tervitory, and industry entirely unexamp-
led in-human bistory. Let the ¢ gray powers of the old wurld look to it—let the
statesmen of France, Germany, and” Russia, vea:d the censug cavefully thoogh it
shoull startle them, Let despotism count every man of these millions as a mortal|
cnemy, and every acre of that vast commonweidth as an inheritance of mankind
wortgaged to the canse of freedom.—America is as grand a field for human enter-
prise as when the ships of Columbus first neared the shores of Guanihana.”

The progress of our own country since its first settlement, has indeed
heen wonderful, We trace its rise from the time of jis settlement by
those who fled from the oppression of the fourth empire, onward till it
assnmes its station among the great powers of earth, a little previous
1o the end of the 1260 years. Its territory has trebled since that period,
by the addition of the vast territories of Louisiana, Florida, Texas, New
Mexico and California, and the extension of an undisputed title to Ore-
gon. Thus extending ils dominion to the vast Pacific. This power

itself in full, before the end. Mark its onward progress and tell, if it be
possible, what would be itg destiny, if the coming of the Just Oue should
not check its astonishing career?

The youth, as well as the apparent mildness of this power, seems to

be indicated by its Jamb-Jike horns. What do these horus mean? This
symbol is not used elsewhere in the prophetic Seriptures. Nor do we,
as in the case of other powers, find that these symbols are explained in
the consicction, DBut we may learn from those symbols which are ex-
plained some facts which will throw light on this. The horns of the
ram, Dan. viii, denoted the kings of Media and Persia. The great horn
between the eyes of the goat denoted the first killé‘ The ten horns of
fourth beast, denoted the ten kingdoms into which the fourth empire was
divided. Dan. viii, 23—25; Rev. xvii, 12. The little horn which
came up after them denoted the Papal church which was afierward cloths
ed aith civil power.  And it is evident that the horns of these beasts,
symbolize the entire power of the. beasts. From these facts we learn
that the horns of the preceding beast, denoted civil and religious pows
ers. Hence we regard the horos of thig latter beast as symbols of civil
and religious power. But they are not horns with erowns like the pe-
ceding horns, but they ave horns like those of a lamb. In appearance,
if we may judge from the symhols used, this beast represonts the mild-
est power that cver arose.  For in the propletic history of the govern-
ments which have preceded it, no one of them has been represented by
symbuls like this. We understand these horns to denoto the civil and
religious power of this nation—its Republican civil power, and its Pro-
testant ecclesiastical power. If it be objected that ¢ Republican
civil power 1s its form of government, and that it ought to represent the
beast, rather than a horn of the beast,”” we answer that the civi power
of the Macedonian kingdom, was represented by the great horn of the
goat. And that when that civil power was broken the beast still re-
mained, and in the place of that one civil government, four arose in its
stead. And we may add further that when the dominion of the differ-
ent beasts of Dan. vii, was taken away, their lives were prolonged for a
season and time. That is the nation still lived, though the dominion of
the nation was destroyed. Hence we understand that the beasts denote
the nations which constitute the different kingdoms, and the horns of the
beasta denote the civil government or governments of these nations. If it
be objected that Protestantism cannot constitute one of these horns, we
answer that Papacy was reckoned as a horn, before it had plucked up
three of the fivst horns,”"—before it had civil power conferved on it. If
it be objected thar Papacy and Protestantism must constitute these horns
on account of their professedly religious (** lamblike **) character, we
answer that Papacy is represented by a horn unlike that of a lamb, Dan,
vii, 8—20. Aud moreover, the Papacy figures as the little horn of the
fourth beast, and cannot without doing violence to langnage, be made to
act as the horn of another beast.  The seat of Papacy is not in America
but in Europe, and definitely in Rome.
No civil power could ever compare with Republicanism in its Jaml-
like character. The grand principle recognized by this form of power,
is thus expressed:  ““ All men are born free and equal, and endowed
with certain inalienable rights, as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness.””  Iewee, all have a right to paiticipate in making the laws, and
in designating who shall execute them. Was there ever a devolope-
ment of civil power so lamb-like before?  And what, in religious mat-
ters, can be comnpared with Prowestantism?  Its leading sentiment is the
distinet recognition of the right of private judgment in matters of con-
science. ** The Bible is the only religion of Protestants.”  Was there
cver in the religious world any thing to equal this in its lamb-like pro-
fessions?  Such we consider the meaning of the ** two homs like a
lamb.”’

¢ And he spake like a dragon.”  With all these lamb-like appear-
ances the real spirit by which he is actuated is that of the dragon,—
the Devil. * For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak-
eth.”” Matt. xii, 3¢. What he is to speak we may notice hereafter,
Verse 14.

** Aud he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, [or in
his sight as Whiting translates,] and canseth the earth and them which
dwell therein to worship the first beast whose deadly wound was heal-
ed.” Here is conclusive proof that the two-horned beast 1s distinet from
the ten-horned beast, and cotemporaryewith it, from the time that its

deadly wound was healed, about the conumencement of’ the present cen-
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tary. . This excreise of power is the very scene of trouble and danger;

before us, respecting which the third angel gives us warning. ““Ifany;

{

man worship the beast,” &e. ‘The angnish of that period may be learn-
ed from reading the history of the first beast. Verses 5—7 ; Dan. vii,

23-—20.
«He dosth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from

heavan on the earth in the sight of men.””  That we are living in an age
of wonders is a well known fact: indeed, the language is oftentimes re-
peated, ¢ There is nothing too wonderful to happen.” ¢ The inerease
of knowledge ** in every department of the arts and sciences, has indecd
been without precedent in the world's past history. We see the chari-
ots with the speed of lightning coursing their way through the land, and
with similar speed are men enabled to traverse the mighty deep. Nahum
fi. “The fire of God” (the lightning, Job i, 16; Lxodus ix, 16) is
literally bronght down from heaven  Such is the wonderful power man
has obtained over the elements. And the lightning thus brought down
from heaven is sent as a messenger from one end of the land to the other.
They *“ send the lightnings, and they go and say here we are!” Job
xxxviii, 35. And all these wonders bid fair to be cclipsed by others

‘still more astonishing. DBut it is another class of wonders which we re-!

gard as the complete fulfillment of this prophecy. The world may in-
deed be deceived by these things, and eansed to believe that * better days

are coming,’” and that the earth is being prepured for the residence of

man, and that men are becoming more virtuous and enlightened, but there
are other wonders in course of developement, which are indeed miracles
by which the world is deceived. It may not be necessary to notice the
wonders of Psychology Biology, &e., in which all the wonders of past
ages scem to be revived ; but we notice those astonishing developements
from the Jand of spirits, which arve cansing the world to wonder. Tt
would seem that communications with the spiiits of the departed dead
are now freely held, and men arc bronght into immediate connection
with the spirit world. Such communications, though rare in past ages,
have become of every day ocenrrence. 'We are told of pious people
who are now holding converse with the spirits of the evangelists Mark
and Luke, &c. The spirits commuuo with the greatest frecdom, not
with the pious alone, but with all classes do they hold {ree communica-
tion. And Protestants are the chief actors in all this. It is evident
that these things are bat the beginning of the miracles with which the
world is to be deceived. For the coming of Christ is *“ afler the work-
ing of Satan, with all power, and signs, and Ly1¥¢ woxDRRs.”’ 2. Thess.
i1, 9, Thatall this is the work of the Devil is evident from the fact that
God has forbidden necromasney in his word. Deut. xviii, 11 ; Tsa. viii, 19.
Hence it is certain that the spirits of good men do not come to commune
with those who broak the divine command. And we may go further
than this, and say that even the spirits of bad men are not there. For
if they are conscious, the sixteenth chapter of Luke shows that they are
not permitted to return to carth; and if indeed * the dead know not any
thing,”” [Eecel. ix, 5,] then it is certain that their spirits are not sent
into the world to iustruct men.

No form of government ever arose in any past age in which these re-
markable glements of deception were combined. 1t is of itself a wonder,
a system of government which has not its like elsewhere.
needed throughout the world to relieve its inhabitants of their oppres-
sions, but that Republicanism should remodel all their civil govern-
menta? The leaven of its principles has deeply diffused itself through-
out the nations of earth. Tn proof of this, witness the revolution of 1848,
which shook nearly all the thrones of Furope. And what is so well
caleulated to develope, and to maintain religious frecdom, as Protestant-
jsm.  With the diffusion of these free principles may we not expect a
scene of prosperity and triumph to the chureli; a period of emancipa-
tion to the poor enslaved nations of earth? The ushering in of the pe-
riod when the nations shall learn war no more, and a universal spiritual
kingdom shall be set up, and fill the whole earth. Micah jv, 1—5.
And these wonders which we have brifly noticed, seem to promise a
better revelation than the Scriptures of ruth afford us.—We look for-
ward indeed to the time when the Lamb, who is King ot kings and Lovd
of lords shall reign in person over the whole earth. But with the mass
this view has given place to the more congenial idea of the- spiritua)
reign, and of temporal prosperity and triumph. - These things hold out

to men the prospect of peace and safety, [1. Thess. v,] notwithstanding
the voice of the first angel has been heard proclaiming that the hour of
God’s judgm>nt had com3, and showiaz that no batter state of things

What is|
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could evor exist till the curse showid be vemoved from the earh ; and,
still another messenger has flown through the midst of heaven proclaim-
ing that the prafessed chiurches, who are now listening with such inter-
est to these wonders, had becoma the hold of foul spirits, and a cage of
Hunelean and hateful birds. But the great mass having rejected these
trothe, are left to the deccption which is already beginning to come on
the nations of earth. They dream that the earth with all its progress,
aud with all its improvements, is far too lovely and excellent for God to
destroy. _ Peace and safety is the delusive dream in which men indulge
whilst the wrath of God hangs over them.

We regard this two-horned beast, then, as the symbul of a civil and re-
ligious power, differing in many respects from those which have prece-
dedit. Ttisinappearance the mildest form of power which ever existed,
but it is after having deceived the world with its wonders, to exhibit all
the tyranny of the first beast. Are the pretensions of this power well
founded? Let us examine. If ¢ all men are born free and equal, how
do we then hold three millions of slaves in bondage? Why is it that
the Negro race are redneed to the rank of chattels personal, and bought
and sold like brute beasts? I the right of private jndgment be allowed,
why then are men expelled from these religious bodies for no greater
erime than that of attempting to vbey God in some thing wherein the
word of God may not be in accordance with their creed?  Read Charles
Beecher on ¢ The Bible a sufficicnt Creed.””  Why are men for no other
crime than that of looking for the coming of Jesus Christ, expelled from
the churches of those wha profess to Jove his appearing.

To these and many other questions of a similar character, we can only
answer that the lamb is such only in pretensions. He is dragon in char-
acter. Ilis ostensiblc appearance is that of the lamb; the power by
whieh he speaks is that of the dragon. The true kingdom of the Lamb,
—the King of kings,—is not set up on the carth, nntil the wicked aro
destroyed out of it. Then the Jubilee will end the bondage of the saints.
God speed the right.

A farther view of the two-horned beast may be obtained by comparing
bis history with that of the false prophet. The two-horned beast is
represented as working miracles in the sight of the first beast. Tho
same is affirmed respecting the false prophet. Rev. xix, 20. The na-
tions of the earth are deceived by these miracles, and caused to worship
the image of the first beast, and to receive his mark. The same work
|is aseribed to the false prophet. Still further, we may say that the Bi-
ble gives us the origin of the two-horned beast, but does not, under that
name, give us its final destiny. The origin of the false prophet is not
given under that name, but his destiny is clearly revealed. Rev. xix,
203 xx, 10. Inasmuch as their wark is identical, and they act on the
stage at the same time, we cannot doubt their identity. This is another
clear proof that the two-horned beast is from the time of its 1ise a power
cotemporary with the first beast, and not the first beast in another form.
What power has ever urisen in the past history of the world which
could answer the deseription of this lamb-dragon, or false prophet? If
Satan has been permilted to make use of Paganism as an instrument of
deception, and also of Papacy, which is Christianity in a corrupt form,
wliy may he not be permitted to make use of Protestantism also, when
it becomes corrupt, as, if possihle, 2 mare eflicient instrument of decep-
tion than either of the former? Muhomedanism is introduced in this
propheey under the symbol of Jocusts, but its power departed with the
second woe. Rev. ix. DBut the two-horned beast, or false prophet, acts
as an accomplice of Papacy in Satan's great work of final deception,
and unites in the great conflict with the King of Kings. Rev. xix.

The work of deception is followed by the dragon voice of this beast.
He says to them that dwell on the earth that they should ** Make an
image to the heast which had the wound by the sword and- did live.”
We have noticed in a previous verse that he was to enforce the worship
of the beast which has lost its civil power. And now we have some-
thing further. An image to the beast that received the deadly wound
must be made. That beast was, in trnth,a church clothed with eivil
power and aunthority by which it put to death the saints of Ged. Rev.
xiii, 5—8; Dan. vii, 23—26. An image to the beast then must be an-
other church clothed with. civil power and authority to put the saints of
God to death. This can be nothing else but the corrupt and fallen Pro-
testant chnrch. If it be asked, from whence the beast receives this pow-
er, we can only answer, that by permission of God, the dragon, that old
serpent, called the Devil and Satan, is.without doubt the very being
who communicates this power to the béast. . The kingdoms of this world

|
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. are claimed by him, and the right to give them to whom he will. Luke|
iv, 5, 6. Should it be objected that the world is too much enlightened
to submilt to such deeeption, or 10 unite in such a work of persecution,
we answer that the word of God gives us this prophecy in clear Jan-
guage; and it is with reference to wis scene of danger that the thivd an
gel utters his solemn warning.» Louk at the Jewish church, and mavk
how soon after it had rejected the Messiah at his first coming, they put
him- 1o a-cruel dearli and slew also many of his apostles and saints |
They said indeed (Matt. xxiii) that had they lived in the days of e
fathers, they would not have/ been partakers with fiem 1 the blood of!
the prophets.  But when thefr -t hour and the power of darkness ** come
upoa them, how completely \ul it show them uuder the power of Satan !
Luke xxii, 53; John vii, 30. The rejection of the truth of God, leaves
men the captives of Satan, aud the subjects of his deceptivn. 2. Thess.
ii, 9—=12. " The greater the light which men rejeet, the gieater the
power of deeeption and of davkness whieh will come upon them. The
Advent wmessage has been given in our own lund, and by the nass re-
jected, and no greater, and indeed no other light cay ever be given to
those who have turned away from that.  The third angel gives vs warn-
ing of the danger which is now before us, Ihe warning precedes the
danger that we by scasonable admonition may make our escape.

The warning of danger is a warning which refers directly to the scenc
of trouble described in Rev. xiii, 11—18. This warning shows that
that trouble is yet to come. Its fearful character muy be learned from
the thrilling and dreadful import of the angel's message. The Bible
nowhere else depicts such dreadful wrath. On one side stauds the de-
cree of the beast who is 1o exercise all the power of the first beast before
him, that all who will not worship the image and receive his mark shall
be put to death ; on the other hand stands the solemn warning of the third
angel. Ilere then is the strait before us. We can worship the beast
and liis image, and as the penalty, drink the wine of the wrath of God,
or we can refuse, and peril onr lives that we may obey Gad.

This message will draw a line between the worshippers of God and
the worshippers of the beast and his image, for on either hand it reveals
a dreadful penalty and Jeaves no chance for hall way work. Those who
disregard this warning will bo found with the worshippers of the beast
and his image, and will dvink of the wite of the wrath of God. Those
who heed this warniug will obey God at the risk of their lives The
onc class is designated by the mark of the beast, the other class is scen
in the patience of the saints keeping the commandments of God. That
the law of God should thus be made a great testing truth to draw a line
between the subjects of the fourth and fifth kingdows, is an idea not un-
worthy of the God of the Bible. That the commandments of God are
the great subject of controversy between the dragoa and the remnant of|
the sced of the woman, is plain from Rev. xii, 17. The issue of this
struggle cannot be a matter of doube, for as in all past ages those who
have had the ark of God, and have kept his commandments have tri-
umphed, even so will it be now! :

Another religious power enforces the claims of the first beast, and his
infage, and causeth ihe world to reccive his mark. What is this mark
of the beast? Tt is the mark of that beast to whom the image was made,
—he first beast. Rev. xix, 20; xvi, 2. But it is enforced by the two-
horned beast, © Henee, we understand it as an institution of Papacy, en-
forced by Protestantism, The beast and his image uvite in this thing,
denoting the union of the great systems of falee Cinris_tianily, in opposi-
tion to the saints, who are cngaged in keeping the commandiments of]
God. Have we such an iustitution, veally the child of Papacy, which
the civil power supports, and to which the religious world pays homage?
We have. Ti is found in a weekly sabbath which the * Man of Sin™
has placed in the stead of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment.-
Mark this. The Pope in his arrogance, was to exalt himself above all
that is called God, or that is worshipped, and to * THINK TO CHANGE
pines anp naws.” 2. Thess, ii; Dan. vii,-25. It is not said that he
should be able to change them ; but he should think to do it ; or as the|
Catholic version reads, ‘“ he shall think himself asLE to change times
and laws.”” They are not the times and laws of men which he thinks
to chango, for these he might be able to change as other powers have
done; but it is an act of arrogance in which he does not succeed. The
times and laws of God are doubtless intended. The Pope in the exer-
cise of his blaspliemous assumptions, has attempted to change the fourth
connnandment, which guards the institution left by God as the memorial
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of Jesus Christ, (Col, ii, 12: Rem. viy 225, bit as tlis crdinance Lasg
been changed 1 sprinkling, something else must be introduced to com-
memotate that event ; hence the Sabbath was gradually changed to the
resutrection day.  This act of changing the Sabbath, was performed by
the power that shold exalt itself abuve all that is called Glod, or that is
wotshippeds  dudather day is lapt for another reason.” The iustitution
of the Sabvath commemorztes God's rest from his work of. ereation §
[iGen. iiy 24 3,] this ‘institution wus designed for man,—the.wlole huz
tman fawily, “T'he viddinances of the Lord’s supper and of baptisih, toms
metnorate the death ard réserrcction of our Lotd, (1. Cot, i, 23—26 ;
Rom. vi,] uud were intended only for his ehutch,  Thus ereation and
redemption “wre Loth commemorated by their ‘appropriate memorials.==
But the presumptuous arrogance of man has changed these memorials
throughout.  The Sabbath and baptism, as observed” by the ncss, no
longer commernorate thie eveuts forwhich they were designed. * The
mystery of inignity 2’ had in the days of Paul, alveady beguu to work:
At first it appeared in a harmliess form, but it gtadually develuped the
man of sin. To notice one partienlar, the ohservance of the fitst day:

¢ The fiext intimation we have of this, in any writer of acknowledget integrifyy
i from Justin Muityr, about A. . 140,  He is cited as saying *“ that the Chris-
tiaus in the city and in the cowatiy axsembled on the day callea Sunduy ; und after
certain religious devotions, all returned home to their Iui)ors;" und assigns as rea-~
xong for this, that God ma le the wotld on the fivst day ; und, because Christ fivst
showed himself to his diseiples on that day, after his resurrection. These were
the best, and probably’all the reasons that could “then be offeved for this practice,
He also spenks of Sundyy only as a festival, on which they performed fabor, when
not engaged in devotions; and not as a substitute for the Sabbath,”—History of
Constantine’s laws, made in 821, it was decreed 1hat

the Subbath, p. 11.

Dr. Chambers says, “B
for the future the Sanday eﬁuuhl be kept for a day of vest in all cities and towns;
but he allowed the country people to follow their work. In 538, the C#uncil of
Orleans prohibited this conntry tabor.”— Encyelop. Art. Sunday.

“'T'o give the more solemnity to the first day of the week, Sylvester, who waa
Bishop of Rome while Constantine was Emperor, changed the name of Sunday,
giving it the more imposing title of Lerd’s Day.”—Hist. Sabbath, p. 21.

Thus we see that the change was effected the very vear that the man
of sin began his reign. The observance of Sunday was not however in-
troduced into England until the thirteenth century, and it was nat then ef~
fected withent the aid of u new revelation.  [Hist. Sab. p.27.] The firsc
Jaw for its ohservance in Englaud, was enacted in 1470.  Yet does the
whole Protestant world wonder after the beast.  And nearly all of them
in their creeds recognize this connterfeit Sabbath as a divine justitution,
But those who understandingly turn away from the commandments of
1God, and in their stead obey the institation of the beast, not only recog-
rize him as equal with God, as an object of worship, but as being above
God; for they acknowledge him as able to change the laws ot God.—
We regard this counterfeit Sabbath as TiE mark of that power which
should *“ think to change times and laws.” The force of this may be
secn when the dragon mokes war on *“ the remnant wha keep the eom-
mandments of God ;™ or when the two-horned beast shall cause the
world to worship the image of the first beast and to veceive his mark.

Says Dr. Dmbin: T infer therefore that the ciwl magistrate may not he called
npon to enforce the observance of the Salbarh, as vequired in the spivitval kinga
dom of Christ; but when Christianity becomes the moral and spiritual life of the State,
the State iz bonnd, throngh her magistrates to prevent the open violation of the
holy Sabbath, as a measure of self-preservation.  She eannot without injuring her
own vitality, and incurving the Divine dizpleasure, be recreant to her duty in this
matter.’—Christion Advocate and Jowrnal.

“This wmark is very conspicuous in the forehead or haud, and signi-
fies, not a literal mark, but a prominent profession that all may see and
know.”

Hear the testimony of 1 Roman Catholic: “ The first precept in the Bible js that
of sunctifying the seventh day: God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it.
Gen. ii, 3. 'This precept was enforced hy God in the Ten Commandments: Re-
member the Sabbathk Day to lug it holy., The SEVENTH DAY is the Subbath of
the Lord thy God.  Ex. xx. On the other hand, Christ declares that he did nat
come to destroy the luw, but to fulfil it. Matt. v. 17. He himsolf observed the
Subbath: and as Ais custn was, he went into the Synagngue on the Sabbath day.
iLuke iv, 16. His disciples likewise observed it after his death: they rested on the
Sabbath day according to the commandment. Luke xxiii, 56. Yet with all this
weight of Seripture authority for keeping the Sabbath or scventh day holy, Prot-
estants, of every denomination, make this a profane day, and transfered the obliga-
tiqn of it to the first day of the week, the Sunday, Now what authority have
they for doing this? Noue at all, but the unwritten Word or tradition of the Cath-
olic church, which declates that the a les made the change in honor of Christ’s
Holy Ghost on that day of the week.”’—Mil«

resurrection, and the descent of the
ner’s End of Controversy, page 89.

‘The Protestant church may, if taken as a whole, be considered as a
unit; but how near its different sects number six hundred three score
and six, may be a matter of interest to determine. The different organ~
izations are all upheld by the laws of the land. That they are oppres-
sive when possessed of civil power, let the case of the Puritans, them-

of himself. The ordinance of baptism commemorates the resurrection

selves fugitives from oppression, hear testimony. Witness their perse-
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cution of the Quukers, even unto death,  Witness also the martyrdom
of Michael Servetus under the sanction of Jolm Calvin,

Phe fearful penalty threatened by the third angel, deserves particular

notice.  The wine of the wrath of God, wud torment with five and hrim-

stone in the presence of the Loly angels and in the presesee of the Lamb |

he torment with fire and brimstone, comes doubtless, when the ene-
mios of the Lord are cast into the lake of five and brimstone, as descri-
hed in Rev. xx; xxi. But the wine of God's wrath, is filled up in the
seven last plagnes. They are ponred ont afier the temple of God is
opened in heaven, which event trapspives under the sounding of the‘
seventh angel. Rev. xv, 5; xi, 19, And it 18 to be farther noticed!
that the first plagie comes on the very ¢lass threatened by the third
angel. Rev. xvi, 25 xiv, 9, 10, Hence we understand that the seven
Jast plagnes which fill up the wine of the wrath of God, threatened !)y|
the third angel, ave fulure and as rex] as the plagues poured out on|
Epypt. Sce the account in Exodus. Nee also Rev. xvi.

¢ Here is the paticnce of the saints.”  That is, in this period. com-
mencing with their disappointment, they are in a day of aflliction, a
scene of trial and darkness, keeping the word of Christ’s patience [Rev.
iii, 10,] and waiting for redemption ut the coming of the Son of man.
They are secu keeping the conunandments of God, and in the possess-
jon of the fuith or testimony of Jesus, The commandments of God in
digtinctian from the testimony of Jesus, mean the ten commandments.
Matt. xix, 17—19; v, 17—19; Rom. vii, 7—14; ILuke xxiii, 56;
Matt. xv. 3, 4; Eph. vi,2. We shall indeed need the faith of Jesus
that we may stand iu that awful hour when the Jast plagucs shall be
poured ont on the earth. Blessed in truth, ave they who die in the
Lord. They rest from their labors and their works do follow them.

Paris, Me., May, 1851. - J. N. Axprews.
Se S e g
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“ Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
PARIS, MONDAY, MAY 19, 1851.

—

THE SABBATH.

As the Sabbath was made for man, and as the whole human
race have needed all its blessings ever sinee it was instituted in
Paradise, it is rcasonable to conclude that God designed that it
should be as strictly observed in one dispensation as in anoiher.
We do not see any good reasons why the Jews should keep it

;any more strictly than Christians, We design to show that
‘there is perfect harmony in all the testimony of both Testaments
xelative to the observance of the Holy Sabbath., We are aware
that every means has been, and will be tricd to make it appcar
that we should not observe the Sabbath. Some assert that we
cannot keep the letter of the Sabbath law. It is common for
ono class of our opponents to refer to certain restrictions laid
upon the Jews in the wilderness, which are no part of the great
Sabbath commandment, and which we will notice hercafter, to
prove that we do not, and cannot observe the Sabbath. And
then some even go so far as to try to make it appear that Christ
and his apostles departed from the letter of the Sabbath law.—
Their reasonings from false premises are well caleulated to de-
ceive, confuse the mind, and lead precious souls from the truth
of. the Bible on this subject. '

The fourth commandment of the Decalogue is the great Sab-
bath law. It is the standard to which the testimony relative- to
the Sabbath, in both Testaments, should be broughtand careful-
ly compared. With the right view of this commandment, a
harmony may be seen throughout the divine testimony on this
subject. '

¢ Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thon
Jabor and do all thy work ; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any worl, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor
thy stranger that is within thy gates.” Ex. xx, 8—10.

The great God appointed six days for man to labor, and do
the work necessary to obtain a livelihood. This labor is called
“thy work.” But on the seventh day he designed that man
should rest from this world’s toil and care, and engage in the
service of his Creator. The Sabbath law does not require us to
become stationary and inactive on the seventh day. When we
speak of the Sabbath law, we refer only to the fourth commund-

ment which God spake with an audible voice, and engraved in'
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‘the tables of the covenant. The words,  let no man go out of
his place on the seventh day,” Ex. xvi, 29, werc spoken in re-
ference to the children of Isracl not going out into the field to
.[,ther manna on that day, as they did the six proceding days.
[Afterward the Jews did go out of their places on the Sabbath,
lnot to do servile labor, but to worship God. On the Suobath
they had ¢ an holy eonvocation,” a religious assembly. Lev.
ixxiii, 3; Acts xv. 21, And farther, the priests were required
'by God to offer on the Sabbath, even more offerings than on the
other six days,

“ And on the Sabbath-day two Jambs of the first year withont spot,
and two tenth-deals of flour for a meat-offering, mingled with oil, and
the drink-offering thereof. This is the burnt-offering of every Sabbath,
'pesoe the continus) bnrnt-offering, and his drivk-offering.””  Num.
Ixxviii, 9, 10.

The law that came by Moses, which he wrote in the book of
the covenant, did not require the priests to violate that law ut-
tered by the voice of Jehovah, and engraven in the tables of
the covenant. Therefore the labor of the priests in presenting
offerings before the Lord on the Sabbath, was not the labor pro-
hibited by the fourth commandment, called * thy work.” Again,
male children born on the Sabbath were, according to the law
of Moses, circumeised the following Sabbéth, ¢ the eighth day.”
See Lev. xii, 18 ; Luke i, 59. No reasouable person, with
any knowledge of the Bible, will say that this was a violation of
the Sabbath law. This view of the subject shows clearly the
true import of the words ¢ labor” and ¢ thy work™ in the fouria
commandment. Six days are allotted to us to attend to that
work necessary to this life ; but the sevonth is the Rest-day, in
which we are required to rest from our own lubor, and engage
in the service of God.

It is said that the law of the Sabbath forbids kindling fires on
the seventh duy. To this we reply, that the great Sabbath law,
the fourth commandment, says nothing concerning kindling fires.
The children of Israel in the wilderness were not only forbid-
den to go out into the field to gather manna on the Sabbath, but,
jalso, to pick up sticks to kindle a fire to cook it, and to wash
.their clothes on that day. * Bake that ye will bake to-day,
[sixth day,] and seethe that ye will seethe.” Ex. xvi, 28.—
They were a strong healthy people, free from diseasc, and were
iin a mild climate. [tis said of them, [Ex. xv, 26,] “I am
"the'Lord that healeth thee.”  Also, [Ps. ev, 87,] *“ And there
was not one feeble person ainong thewr tribes.” Their clothes
were miraculously preserved, and their food was given them
from heaven. As they were instructed to cook thoir manna on
the sixth day, and therefore had no use for fires on the seventh,
to kindle fires on the Sabbath for that purpose, would have been
a plan violation of the fourth commandment.

We are'differently situated. Our constitutions and climate
require the heat of fire on the Sabbath a portion of the year.—
We kindle a fire on the scventh day as an act of mercy and ne-
cessity, the same as we would water an ox or a horse, or lift a
sheep from a pit.  Sueh acts, the “ Lord of the Sabbath™ pro-
nounced * law But it is evidently wrong, and a violation
of the Sabbath, to negleet to make those necessary preparations
for the rest of the Holy Sabbath, which can be consistently
nade on the sixth day. The Sabbath law forbids our doing on
'the seventh day that which can be done on the sixth, and also
what is not really an act of merey and necessity. But merci-
ful acts, such as relieving the distress of man or beast, which
cannot be done on the sixth day, are * lawful,” on the seventh.
A reasonable and Scriptural view of the Sabbath law does not
require us to sufler cold or hunger; for the law is “lholy,”
“ just,” and * good.”

But among the many positions of our opponents, which are
perfectly distructive of each other, perhaps no one is more at
variance with the Bible, and more wicked in the sight of heav-
en, than that which charges the Son of God with Sabbath-break-
ing. He says, “1 have kept my Father’s commandments,”—
/But this view contradicts Jesus, and charges him with violatin
jthe fourth. It also contradicts the testimony of the beloved dis-
ciple.

¢ Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law ; for sin is

the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was manifested 1o
take away our sins ; and in him is no sin.”” " i John ii1, 4. 5.

This testimony proves that if Jesus did depart from the letter
of the Sabbath law, then he was a sinner, for *sin is the trans-

"
.
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ression of the law.” But as “in him isno sin,” it fol-'
ows that he did not transgress the law, as he declares ; I have
kept my Father’s commandments.”

t is said that Jesus departed from the letter of the law in
healing the sick on the Sabbath, and that he taught by example,
as well as precept, that it was “relazed.” One thingis certain,|
he either kept the Sabbath law, or he broke it. If it is said
that he observed it, then it is worse than idle to talk of his de-
parting from its letter, and relaxing it. But if it is said that he
did not observe it, but transgressed the Sabbath law, then Jesus
is charged with being a sinner ; for * sin is tHe transgression of’
the law.” Christ was made under the law, [Gal. iv, 4,] and ob-
served even the law of Moses up to the day of his crucifixion.
He urged its observance upon his disciples. ¢ The seribes and
the Pharisees,” said he, *“sitin Moses’ seat : All therefore what-
soever they bid you observe, that observe and do.”  Matt. xxiii,|
2, 3. As Moses’ law extended to the cross, this injunction was
to be obeyed till that time. Those who teach that the Sabbath’
is merely a Jewish institution, and that it was abolished at the;
cross, should know that, in that case, it continued in full force un-
til the crucifixion ; for Christ and his apostles were to observe
the law of Moses, until the hand-writing of ordinances was nail-;
ed to the cross. Again, those who hold that the Sabbath law,
was abolished at the cross, virtually admit that it wasin force up,
to that point of time. But if Jesus had the power and the right,
to relax it, and if he exercised that power in doing it away, and|
taught thatit was done away, by healing the sick on the Sabbath,|
then it is unwise to talk of its being abolished afterward, at the!
cross. For a law that is not in force cannot be abolished.

The wicked Pharisees charged the disciples with Sabbath-
breaking, when they plucked the ears of corn, and ate to satis-
fy hunger, as they. with their Master, were on their way to the,
synagogue. But did Jesus teach that they had a right to break
the Sabbath ?  Far from it. He referred.them to what David;
did when he was hungyy, also to the work of the priests, on the,
Sabbath, who were ¢ blameless 3 and then declared his disci-
ples « guiltless.” David and the priests were * blameless” on!
no other ground than this; what they did was no violationi of l
the law, The disciples were * guiltless™ on the same ground. !
The Bible nowhcre forbids eating on the Sabbath when hungry.!
When Jesus was asked, ¢ Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbatli-]
days,” he replicd :~—

¢ What man shall there b2 among you, that shall have one sheep, and,
if it fall into a pit on the Subbath-day, will he not lay hold on it, and
lift it opt?  How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore;
it is LAWFUL to do well on the Sabbath-days.” Matt, xii, 11, 12.

The word lawful signifies * agreeable to law ; conformable
to law.” [Webster.] When used by our Saviour in Matt. xii,
and Luke xiv, it signifies conformable to the Sabbath faw. Je-|
sus did not give them a new Sabbath law, neither did he inti-;
mate that the fourth commandinent was  relaved.” But he ex-|
posed the hypoerisy of those who falsely charged him with!
Sabbath-breaking, and declared that well-doing, that is, healing|
the sick, relieving dumb beas's in distress, or eating when hun-|
gry, was ¢ lawful.” The blind Pharisces, who rejected the fivst:
Advent to their own damnpation, declared that those merciful|

acts which Christ performed on the Sabbath were ¢ not lnwl’ul.”l,

Christ, on the other hand, pronounced such well-doing ¢ LAW-
FUL.” Those who teach that Jesus departed from the letter of]
the Sabbath law are on the side of the Pharisces, and their sin
is worse, inasmuch as their blasphemons charge is against great-'
er light.  Christians should be on the side of Chyist.  Amen.

It is said that the ¢ impotent man,” to whom Christ said,
“ Rise, take up thy bed and walk,” broke the Sabbath. Thisis
but a repetition of the false charge made by the Jews, who
were ever watching for a chance to accuse Christ.  We reject
their testimony, and choose to believe Christ. The healed im-
potent man walkin;v. with his bed was not for any selfish end,
but for the glory of God. Such acts are not prohibited by the
fourth commandment, Two of the prophets speak against
bearing burdens on the Sabbath; but when their testimony is
cxamined it will be scen that they refey to burdens of merchan-
dise, such as ¢ sheaves,” * wine, grapes and figs.” See Jer.
xvii, 19—25 ; Neh. xiii, 15. .

Finally, it is said that the penalty for violating the Sabbath is
done away, therefore the Sabbath law does not exist. * To this
we reply, that temporal death never was the full and fipal penal-
ty for Sabbath-breaking. The fourth commandment says noth-

87

ing concerning it.  Under the ¢ ministration of condemnation
and “ death,” [2 Cor. iii.] by the services of Moses’ law, the
transgresso®of the law of God was put to death. Why ?  Be-
cause, under that ¢ fauliy™ winistration there was ne atonement
for such sinners.  But under the * ministration of the Spirit,”
while Jesus is our sacrifice and priest, Mercy, the excellency
and glory of the *“ninistration of the. Spirit,” pleads for the
transgressor of the law of God, that he may be spared, and
turn and live. This is why the stoncing system was done away,
with the other laws of Moses, at the cross. But if temporal
death was the full penalty for violating the law of God, then he
who broke the Sabbath, ninrdered, or committed adultery, only
had to be stoned to death to fully satisfy the faw. And in the
judgment such sins cannot appear against him, for the Jaw was
fully satisfied when he suffered temporal death, -But the penal-
ty for transgressing God’s holy law was, and still is, Eternal
Death. ¢ Sin is the transaression of the law,” and * the wages
[penalty] of sin is death.”

IS THE BIBLE SUFFICIENT AS A RULE OF FAI'l'li AND PRAC-
TICE? .

Tur RULR oF Protrstants: < All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for veproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness ; that the man of Gl may be perfect, THOROUGHLY FURNISHED
UNTO ALL GOOD works.” ii Tim, iii, 16, 17.

Tue Parists’ Rune: Al Seripture, &e. Every part of divine Serip-
ture is certainly profizable for all these ends.  But if we would have the whale rule
of Christian faith and practice, we must not be conteat with those Seriptures
which Timothy knew from his infancy. that is with the Old Testament alone ;
nor yet with the New Testament, without taking along with it the traditions of
the apostles, and the interpretation of the chareh, to which the apostles delivered
botlr the bouk, and the true meaning of it.” Note of the Poway (Catholic) Bi-
ble on ii Tim. iii, 16, 17.

We subuit the foregoing rules to the consideration of those who fove the word
of God. Perhaps the most important differance between Protestants and Papists,
arises in the choice of these rules.  On this grand questior Profestants and Pa«
pists have ever joined issue. Those who have received God’s word as the
rule of their lives, have cliimed that by that word AvrowE, they might be made
perfect, und be tharoughly furnished unto all good works. Those who have at-
[tempted to sustain human institutions, have added to this perfect rule, the tradi-
|tions of the Church, The question now arises, Which of these rules shall we
tfadopt 2 If the former, then we arc bound to reject human institntions which
ielaim support from us as religious duties; if the latter, then we arc bound to be-
‘come Papists ; for the tradition of the church, establishes Mass, the worship of
the Virgin, the adoration of saints, the first-day Sabbath, Purgatory, Indulgences,
&e. This is not a question of trifling iwmportance. The Bibleisa sufficient rule,
or it is not.  If it is a saficient rule, who may presume to add to it, * the tradi-
tion of the Elders 1 It it is not a sufficient rule, who shall amend it?

These thoughts are sugﬁv-stcd by an article in the ¢ Advent Herald’* of April
19th, from the pen of * D. T. T.,” in which the writer attempts to show by the
atd of wadition, that the ﬁl}l day of he week is the ““ Lord’s day,” and that jt
onght to be religionsly observed in the place of the Subbath of the fourth com-
mandment,  That in this position he oceupies the ground of the Papists as ex-
pressed in the second yule, will not be denied. H:d he attenpted to enforce the
first-duy Snbhath by divine authority, we would not lay this 1o his charge. Therc
are, hawever, wany very obvious reasons why some other vule beside the Bible,
should he resorted to by those who would sustain the first-day Sabbath.  Every
stodent of the Bible is awnre that no mention is made in the word of God, ofa
change of the Sabhath. No text ean be found which teaches us that the first day
is sanctified thne, nor ean a single sentence be found requiring ve to keep
it holy. Hence the necessity of adling tradition to the word of God. The
apostle Paul, to whom appeal is made in the « Herald,” testified that he had
« kept hack nothing that was profitable,” but we ask where in any of his teach-
ings did he show that the observance of the first day had taken the place of the

||Sabbath of the fourth commandment 3 If it be answered that he showed the du-

ty of observing the fivst-day Sabbath, by uniting with the disciples on one occa-
sion, to break bread on that day, we answer, that he pursned his journey on the
samo day in which he broke bread. Acts xx, 7—12. If it be objected further
that respect was early prid to the first day, and that we are under obligation to
follow the example of antiquity, we answer that, when * the tradition of the El-
ders” makes ¢ void the commandment of God,” it is a heaven-daring sin to ren-
der to the Iments of men in the placeof the holy Law of God,
Matt. xv, 1—9 ; Mark vii, I—13. But we deny that antiquity is on the side of
those who observe the first day. We appeal not to uninspired and fallible men
like ourselves, we go back beyond them, and appeal to the oracles of God, to those
who wrote by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The man who will show from
their writings, another Subbath beside that which is styled the Sabbath of the
Lord, will do that which has never yet been done. Until, however, this is done,
we shall be constrained to deny the divine origin of the first-day Sabbath, and
congider it a counterfeity occupying the place of the Sabbath of the Lord.

Yodl
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Hear the apustle Paul with selovence o the Rumish apostucy, i "Fhess. Mi—
W that apo-tacy 1o he consummated at once T Was the ¢ Manof 8in" o arise
it once in his full strength and commence his blasphomons wak T Far fiom it
He testifies that the mystery of iniquity kad alrcad y begmt o work, and that in
the predicted time the « Man of Sin”? would be revealed.  Henee we way traee
the apostacy hack even o the days of the apostlex, where it began jnpercepitibly
to develope iselt.  How then may the truths of the Gospel be diztinguishe.d from
the ervors of men?  We answer, make the word of God your enly rule, veceive
what iz written thercin, and reject all beside.  That the Protestant wo L1 now
cherish an institation without founlation in Seriptore, which was established by
the gradual development of the great apostaey, can only be accomated for by the
fact that Protestants have adopted the rule of the Romanists in the place of thei:
own ; vize the DIBLE AND TRADURION, in the plue of the BIBLE ALONE.

That the institntion of the first=day Subli th wis not of divine ovigin, but a tra-
dition of the Elders by which che fomth commundment is made void, the histori-
eal quotations given in the ¢ Heinld® alundant!ly prove.  That the change of the
loly Sablath was giadually brought about, mud not conswmmated il the cow-
maneement of the 1260 years of Antichiiste’ reign, is also a matterof face, The
Council of Orleans A. D. 538 nceomplizh-d this work.  "Fhe word of Gaod show:
that the dragon is yet to make war on the remuant of the Cheneh who keep the !
commandinents of God ; and that the two-hormed beast ix yet to reuire on pai: |
of death_that we worship the imagz of the fiist beast, and reccive bis muk.—
Hence ivis evident that the claims of the beastare t L enforced on tlse whe
keep the comman iments of God.,  Rev, xii, 17; xiii, 15, 16, Thoese who e
knowledge the anthority of the beast, will then recvive his mark,=ihis comater~
feit Sabbath of the beast : for i¢is the act of bringing this w a trst which will
covstitule it emphatically THY. MARK 0oF THY BEAST, or mak of that power!
that shonld “ think to chngo time and laws.”

*“ As to me,” says Martin Luther, 1 do not cease my ery of *The Gospel! the
Guspell—=Christ! Cheis(!” and aay encimics e as ready with their answer—
¢ Custom!  Custom!=—Ordinances!  Ordinances! —Futhers!  Fathers!” ¢ ZL%hat
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men but in the pocer of God,’ suys St.
Paul,”?

We are not however at u luss to show (rom the Bible, what day God has set
apart for himself, and called his holy day. ¢ God Dblessed the seventh day and
sanctificd i.”  Gen. ii, 8. #'The gcventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God."  Ex, xx, 10, “ I thou turn away thy fvot from the Sabbath, from doing
thy pleaswre on MY HOLY DAY,” &e. Isu. lviii, 13, *The Son of man i.
Lord also of the Sabbath.” Mark ii, 28. 1 was in the Spirit on the Lord’s
day.”” Rev.i,10. The seventh day is the only day which God has claimed as
his,——the only one which he has reguired us 1o kecp holy.  Those who dare to
make void the commandments of God that they may Keep the tradition of the El-
ders, do it at their own peril.  T'o such we commend the following from the Book
of God ; “ Add thou pot unto his words lest he reprove thee and thou be found
aliar.”  Prov. xxx, 6, “ If any man shall ad.! unto these things, God shall add
unto him the plagues that are written in this book : And if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall tuke away his part
out of the Book of Life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are
written in this hook."”” Rev. xxii, 18, 19. J.N. AL

Paris, Me., May 8, 1851.

LETTERS.
[From Bro. 11uit.]

Dear Bro. Waire :—Our Confercnee in this place of las!
Sabbath and first day, was one of interest. The importance of
a full and entire consceration to God, aud his cause was deeply
felt. The Houiness of the Law of Gob, 1 think was realized
by the brethren more than ever before. “IT'he Holy Spirit dis-
tilled upon us like the dew, and melted the heart into tenderness
before God. It was a heart searching time.

The Lord is truly reviving his pcople, and preparing them
for the great and iast conflict with the powers of darkness, sent
out by the dragon host. How important that the remnant have
on every piece of the armor. The shield of faith is very much
needed at this time to quench the fiery darts of the enemy.—
The faith that staggers not in the darkest moments; and believs
without doubt in the heart, when outward appearance is all
against us. True faith never looks at the things that are scen.
Faith is the confidence of things hoped for, the evidence of!
things not scen,

By faith the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea. If Mo-
sos had looked at the outward appearance, he would have said,
we cannot go this way, the waters will prevent. But he did not
stgfger at the sight of the waters. He said to the people “stand
still and see the salvation of the Lord.” Caleb and Joshua
looked not at the things that were seen when they said, we are
fully able to go up and possess the land. The multitude or those
nations, with their strong fortifications and high walls, and the
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'looked on the things that were scen, were discouraged, and God

was displeased with them, and they died in the wilderness. By
faith David slew Goliath.  The appearance of that great and
mighty warrior, with all his armor and threats, did not daunt
bim in the least.  Thus it was with Danicl, the sight of the li-
ons had no effeet on hiim ;3 his faith remained the same, The
thrce Hebrews, while i the furnace, looked not on the violeuee
of the flaming fire ; but were strong in faith, giving glory to
God. By faiih the sick weve healed, the blind saw, the lamb
spuke, the deaf heard, the lame walked, and the dead were
raiscd,  May the Lord enable us to walk by faith, and not by
sight.  Amen.

I shall Icave in about two hours for Ohio.

Your brother ju hope—
Geo. W, Hovr.

Bra, R. Phelps writos from Alden, (T1).) April 21, 1851 :— We
'mbrace this opportunity to inform you ol what the Lord has been doing
or s io this place of late. The Lord sent Bro. I, S. Case here with
he third augel’s mossage, which a few of us received with willing
waris,  Some of the sced sown fell into good gronnd, and brings forth
fenit. Bro. Cuse delivered a few lectures, and baptized three of us.—
Aud lefta Chart with me. T have been trying to give the warning over
<inee, and the Lovd has worked. Yesterday I led seven of the dear
children of God down into the water and buried them in baptism, There
are more inquiring for truth.  To God be all the praise.  Amen.

Bra. Peter Gibson of London, (C. W.) writes— If any of my
Brethren of the Philudelphia Cluarch are going to the West this sum-
mer, I wish thew to give me a call.  The * Review and Ilerald” is 4
great comfort to me, as I am 2lone in this pavt of the world.”

CONFERENCES.

Providence permitting there will be a Conference of the
brethren at Camden, Onceida Co. N. Y., to commence Friday,
June the 20.h, at 9 o'cleck, A. M., at the house of Bro. Chand-
'er B. Preston. Brethren from all parts of the State are invited
to attend.  Caunden is situated 18 miles north of Rome. Cars
‘cave Ronie every morning and cvening for Camden.

By request of the brethren.

Geo. W, Hovrr:

There will be a General Confercuce at West Milton, (N. Y.)
half a mile west of Milton Centre, ov the road from Saratoga
to Johnstown, and four and a half miles northwest of Ballston
Spa, to commence Friday, Junc 27, at 2 o'clock, P. M., and
hold over the Sabbath and First-Day. Brn. ITolt, Rhodes,
White, and others are invited to attend.  There will be conyey-
ance at the Depot on Friday for those who may come in the
cars. Brn. far and near are inviied to attend.

In behalf of the Bro. Horace Cusuman.

We expect 1o attend the Conferences at Camdeh and West Milton.—
The publication of the Review and Herald will be suspended for a few
weeks in our absence. Remitances, and ordeys for publications should
Be-scnt in before the tenth of June. W

New Worwk.—* The Seventl-dey Saldath.—This pamphlet of about
18 pages, when completed, will contain our articles in the ““Review and
Herald,” on the Sabbath question. It is designed prineipally for the
travelling Brn. to.distribute to those who have nol read on the subject:

g7~ We have 1000 extra copies of this No. Those who wish them
should send iu their orders immediately.

LerTers Recrivenp since May 5.—Heorace Cushman 2; A. E. Ran-
dall ; F. Wheeler; Otis Nichols, 2; S. Howland; S. W. Rhodes;
L. Horr. .

Recemrs.—Frances Strong, Albert Belden, $5 each ; Ira Abbey, C.
B. Preston, $3 each; A. Huntley, C. M. Cobourn, B. C. Bancroft, $1
each; W. Farnsworth, S. Bunnel, 50 cts. each: Peter Gihson $4,
(one for Bro. Thompson, and two for @ Chart, which will be eent as

tall sons of Anack, did not discourage them. But those that

soon as convenievt.) R. Moran and Bro. Gould, $1.



