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LOOK UP.
BY MRS, R. SMITH.
Lone Pilgrim, cease that moornful sigh—
Look up ! rodemption draweth nigh.
Have loved ones gone, does earth look droar?
Look up! shed not that bitter tear.

What though the hoart is saddencd now,
And shadows gather on thy brow,

And grief the bosom heaving still—
Look up! submit to Hoaven's own will.

Do trials, unoxpeoted, rise?

Look up! and view the glorious prizo;
Lot not 1if¢’s sorrows press you down—
Look up! prepare to take the crown.

Lift up your head, rejoioe and sing—
Look up! by faith behold your King.
He soon is coming, heod his oall—
Look up! and make your God your all.

He'll come, sll troubles kere to end,

He'll come, a never-failing friond,

He'll come to toke his children home—

Look up! and pray, Lord quickly como.
Wilton, N. H.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

BY TOE EDITOR,
[Continued.]

Although these spirits generally appoar very good

and pious, and protfess that their mission is to im-

rove the spiritual good of mankind; yet it is ev-
ident that they are comnmissioned by the great au-
thor of lies, from the manner they treat the word
of God.

The holy apostle says:  “All seripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right-
eousness ; that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 2 Tim.
i, 16, 17. But these spirits teach that the Sacred
Volume is imperfect, and that they have come to
correct its errors.  That it is quite out of date, its
light being eclipsed by tho glory of these commu-
nications from the spirit world. The truth is, that
the bible dootrine of life and immortality alone
through Jesus Christ, and that conditional, is per-
fectly destructive of their whole philosophy; there-
fore, they declare that the Bible is not purely the
word of God, what it is supposed to be. This
scheme of Satan to deceive the world is wholly de-
pendent on the doctrine that all men have immor-
tality, and that the dead have knowledge.

We give the following from a worfz, entitled,
Spirit Rapping Unveiled, by Rev. II. Mattison,
AL

“¢ A, W. 1loar, medium,” represents the spirit
of St. Paul as going through the Bible, and speak-
ing of the different books on this wiso: OCrxesis.
—* About as true as any fietitious work that is
now printed” p.10. Exopvs.—As good abook
as could be expected in that day)—Ibid.  Lavrrr-
crs.—*Not direotly from God, as man supposes.
b. 12, Numprrs—*Such an absurdity as that

the facts stated in chapter 1st] onght to be east

mnto the lowost depths of the infernal regions! p.
12.  Jostiva~ Almost the whole book is fulse.
Ibid. Jupaxrs.—*Abunt the same as tho others;
and it needs no argument to show that it is void
of inspiration.” p. 14, Ruem—* Without inspira-
tion, the same as the others” p. 15.

“ SanvEL— A pavt of itis corvect,’ p. 15, Kixos
— Multitudes of inistakes—uot corrcet—no in-
spiration, pp. 16, 17. Ezra— By a person
bearing its name, without inspiration,” p. 17 Joun.
—* Written throngh medins—would have been

correct, had it not been that man destroyed its pu-
rity, pp. 18, 19. Psaums— Written in the
same way, and some of them are correct,’ p. 19.

“The rest of the books, in the Old Testament
are said to be ‘somewhat correct in the main
[p. 20 ;] and in reference to the whole, this ‘spir-
it of darkness says: ‘Let me say unto you, O
man ! at this day, in regard to the Old Testament,
Mesg, Mene, Texei, Urnarsiy, p. 210 In the
same strain this medimm passes on through the
New Testament, exclaiming, as he passes from book
to book, through the gospels, epistles, and Apoca-
lypse, ‘not correct, ¢ mistake,' *fictitions, * con-
trary to the will of God ' &e. 5 and as a climax we
have the following :

“¢The Bible, as a book, represents God as a
changeable being, changing so as to suit the dif-
ferent periods of earth. ~ At one time it represents
ltim as a savage monster, sending forth his word to
men to slay one anotler ; and at another time it
represents Lim as a merciful being, dealing out
mercy to all the people of earth. At another time
he sends them into a hell of fire and brimstone.—
Such, O man! are the principles the books you
call the Bible are convc?'ing to the inhabitants of
the earth. O horrible!” pp. 91—2."

“‘The Bible, when first written, was nothing more
than a book written through mediums, as I am now
writing through my medium, St. Paul through
Mr. Hoar, p. 9.

“Jolin Wesloy is represented as saving: ‘The
men who wrote the Bible were not always under
full control of the spivit commumicating. so that
many errors erept into the Bible . . . . The Bible
has more good teachings than any other work, and
has more ¢vil ; chioose the good, discard the evil.”

The New Era publishes a letter from Rev. Jumes
Smith, A. M. London, July 8th, 1853, from which
we extract the following

“The Okl Testament is but the skin of the old
Serpent.  But who will say that God did not make
that skin? Tt is the use that is to be made of the
Bible, rather than its origin that should be dis-
cussed. T believe the Oll Testament to ba divine ;
but I ereep out of it as a chicken out of an egg.
when I have exhausted its nowrishment”  “The
living law is more than a rule that God has given
us. [t is God himself using us as mediwns. It is
the living God, not the dead Rule that will inter-
pret the word of God”  “We want a living law
that will show us what great service the Bible has
done, and what mischict it bas done ; and low to
transforn: its evil into good, its nonage into matu-
rity, its sourness into sweetness.”

The Bible Kraminer of July, speaking of the
“ Bible Convention,” so named, called by Andrew
Jackson Davis, says: “ A long string of charges
was brought against the Bible, by the Chairman,
Joseph Burker, of Ohio, recently from England,
and formerly a Methodist. preacher—in wlhich he
attempted to make out that the Bible sanctioned
all manner of wimes, &e. e was followed by
Henry C. Wright, formerly a Congregational win-
ister ; onee a Non-Resistant and Pence man, but
now an opposer of the Bible, IIe opened with the
following resolution :

“¢ Resolved, That the Bible, in some parts of
the Old and New Testaments, sanctions injusfice,
concubinage, prostitution, oppression, war, plunder,
and wholezale murder ; and, tharefore, the doc-
trine of the Bible, as @ whole, is false, and mjuri-
ous to the social and spiritual growth and petfec-
tion of raan.””

We eopy fiom Mr. Mattison’s work, a few tes-
timonies from thess spirits relative to our Lord

Jesus Christ.  “The spirit of John Wesley is rep-
resented as saying 1 ‘Jesus was a great and good
man; but there was nothing more miraculous
about his conception, birth, life and teachings than
any good man. Jesus never tanght people to pay
divine homage to him; he never taught that he
was the Son of God, except in the sense in which
other men might be the sons of God.! Unfold-
ings, p. 7.7

“+ What is the meaning of the word Chyist ¢—
"Iis not as is generally supposed, the Son of the
Creator of all things. Any just and perfect being
is Christ.  The erucifixion of Christ is notling more
than the crucifixion of the spirit, which all have to
contend with before becoming perfect and right-
eous, The miraculous conception of Christ is mere-
ly a fabulous tale! Zelegraph, No. 37.”

“The spirit of Channing says: “The spirit of
Lazarus had not entirely left the body; he was in
a trance. Christ in his superior condition saw this,
and by his magnetic power restored the action of
the system. The same was done at the restora-
tion of the maid.!  Z'elegraph, No, 84.”

“¢The spirit of Christ was not wholly separated
from the body when he was placed in the tomb,
aud the guardian spirits, who bad attended him
through life, nsing Lim as a medinm, rolledt away
the stone, restored the spirit to the body, and Christ
walked boddy out of the tomb. Sometime after-
ward he died naturally, bis body was left to moul-
der baek to dust, and his spirit, seen only by those
who were mediums, ascended to heaven.”  From
Di, Bristol's letter— Telegraph, No. 34,

These spirits also testify that there is no Devil,
nor evil spivits,  This really looks like Satan’s mas-
ter-picce!  Ile is advertising throughout the carth
throngh these spirits, that he does notexist! Ifhe
can only make men believe this, then he is ready
for Lis last great deception.

This reminds us of a story which well illustrates
the case. It is in substance, this: “The notori-
ous robber, George Cole, of England, whenever he
wanted to perpetrate an act of some dreadful vil-
lainy, would get some suitable tool to advertise his
baving been hanged ! or imprisoned ! or transport-
ed to}i.}omny Bay! Thus, suspicion was allayed;
and lis villainous deeds more easily accomplished.”

“«The imagination of evil spirits is an image
only belonging to the human mind while such
mind is yet in an unenlightened or undeveloped
state, &' Love and Wisdom p. 98" “1 asked if
theve was any devil. Answer: ‘No! ¢ Arc all
spirits happy after death  *Yes, measurably.)
“\What church is nearest right '—Answer:  *Uni-
versalist doctrine is neavest vight.)— Telegraph, No.
3.7 ““There are no bad spirits ; that is, no dev-
ils or demons.  Those sprits we have cenversed
with will not allow us to use the term,—Supernal
Theology. p. 117 “*The spirits utterly disclaim
all truth in the imaginations of individuals who be-
lievein the doctrine of ovil spirits.’ 7wcker, p. 116.”

They are “familiar spirits.”  They sustain the
very character of the familiar pirits numed in the
Bible, as the following text shows: “And thon
shalt be brought down, and shal speak out of the
ground, and thy speech shall be low ont of the
dust, and thy voice shall be as of one that hath a
familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speceh
shall whisper [margin, pecp, or chirp] out of the
dust.”  Isa. xox, 4.

Al will see the identity of this Zow rapping spir-
it, and the low whispersig, or peeping spirit namel
in the text.  The cue named in the text was a “ fo-
miéliar spivit ;7 o0 i3 the other. They are almost
always ready to conmnunicate, especially with those
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who are entirely devoted to them. They will rap,
write, move, or throw things about, play musical
instruments, and direct persons from ‘&ce to place.
Though they sometimes appear very religious, yet
they are not very particular with whom they are
so familiarj communicating in their low manner
t":;;ely \lviit!il the vicious, as wel; as the vjrtuour-:
Ve will here give the principa passages in whic
reference is mgzle to “pfamilg)ar sl)irils to show in
what light they are held by the Bible.

“There shall not be found among you. . . an
enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consult-
er with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necro-
mancer.” Deut. xviii, 10, 11.

“Regard not them that have familiar spirits,
neither seck after wizards, to be defiled by them:
I am the Lord your God.” Lev. xix, 81.

“ And the soul that turneth after such as have
familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring
after them, I will even set my face agaiust that
soul, and will cut him off from among the people.”
Ley. XX, 7. .

“Then said Saul unto his servants, seek me a
woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go
to her and enquire of her.” 1 Sam. xxwiii, 7.

Poor fallen man! When forsaken by God he
fills up the cup of his iniquity by consulting a fa-
miliar spirit! For it is said: “So Saul died for
his transgression which he committed ugainst the

Lord, even against the word of the Lord, which he | me

kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that
had a familiar spirit, to enquire ot it. 1 Chron.
x, 13.

“ And when they shall say unto you, Seck unto
them that have familiar spivits, and unto wizards
that peep and that mutter: should not a people
seek unto their God " Isa. viii, 19.

We will now examine some of those passages
which distinetly speak of these familiar, lying spirits;
and show that this spiritual deception is a sure sign
that the day of God's wrath hasteth greatly.

(1) Rev. xvi, 13-15. “And I saw three un-
clean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out
of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are thre
spirits of devils working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth, and of the whole world,
to ﬁsther them to the battle of that great day of
God Almighty. Behold I come as a thief. Bless-
ed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments,
lest he walk naked, and they see his skrane.”

This special manifestation of uncleast spirits is here
spoken of after the account of the pouring out of the
sixth vial, which isin the future. Sume suppose that
the chronological order of events is not preserved;
while others think that, «ltho’ these unclean spirits
are now deceiving the world, they will especially go
forth from the dragon, beast and false prophet, af-
ter the sixth vial is poured ofit.

The manifestation of the unclean spirits named
in the text is just before €brist comes * as a thief,”
and preparatory to the battle of the great day of
God Ahnighty; therefore they are a sign of the
swift approach of that dreadful day. We do not
understand by the phrase, “thrce unclean spirits,”
that they are only three in number, as some have
argued ; but they were to be manifested from these
three divisions @ the dragon, beast and false proph-
et. The unclean spirit that Christ cast out of the
man from among the tombs, [Mark v, 1-13,] said,
“ My name is legion ; for weare many.”

T%e spirits named in the fext, have power to
work miracles, This we have shown is now be-
ing fulfilled in the history of spirit manifestations.
They ¢ go forth unto the kings [o¥ kingdoms] of
the earth, and of the whole world.” This is also
rapidly fulfilling.

(2.) Matt. xxiv, 23, 24. “Then if any man shall say
unto you, Lo, licre is Christ, or there; believe it
not. For there shall arise false christs and false

rophets, and shell show great signs and wonders;
msomuch that, if it were possible, they shalldeceive
the very elect.”

Not long since we heard a brother apply this
text to the present time, and at once decided that
the application was wrong; but after examining
the connection, became sat.i&%ed with his application
of the text.  Verse 21st speaks of the tribulation of

the church which followed the destruction of Jeru-
salem, and was consummated in the 1260 years of
Papal persecution. Verse 22d speaks of that trib-
ulation being shortened for the elect’s sake. The
reformation restrained the rage of Papacy, so that
there has been no general persecution of the church
since 1700. The 1260 days reached to 1798, yet
the tribulation of the church, being shortened,
ceased about 1700. Then our Lord, in his prophet-
io discourse, has brought us down to the present
time, where we may look for those who shall say,
“Lo, hereis Chnst” and *“Lo, there,” and for
“false christs and false prophets,” named in verses
23d and 24th.

As the period for the personal appearing of the
real Christ has been drawing near, false christs and
false prophets have made their appearance. The
shakers have said, “Lo, here is Christ,” or, his
second appearing was in thi(l)erson of Ann Lee.—
Others, making the second advent of Christ spirit-
ual, have said, he comes at conversion, or at death.
Within the last ten years, hundreds who once were
looking for that same personal Jesus that was taken
un from the mount of Olivet to come again in like
manney, have cruelly denied bis persogality. They
say that Christ’s second coming, or manifestation,
is in his saints, and that they are the second
coming of Christ. Many of them have been heard
to say, 1 am Christ)” “ His second advent is in

»

But when we look at the more recent damning
hevesy of Spiritualism, we see a more striking ful-
fillment. Some of these spirits rob the Son of God
of his divinity, and bring him to a level with all
men. The testimony of one is, that “ Christ never
taught that he was the Son of God, ‘except in the
sense in which other men might be the sons of God.”
Another asks: “What is the meaning of the word
Christ?” and answers: “™is not as is generally
supposed the Son of the Creator of all things—
Auny just and perfect man is Christ.” Those who
believe such testimony, can not do otherwise than
to believe that they are christs. But what a her-

esy! O how ¢ jfalse!” )
“ False Prophets" aro abroad in the land in
abundance. True prophets foretell future events,

generally being instructed by the agency of God’s
holy angels. %’alse prophets, then, will testify rel-
aiive to the future, being taught by lying spirits,
Hundreds of mediums have published to the world
what is about to be done througn Spirituglism.
Thus they have prophesied. But their teachess
are spirits of devils, and what they receive from
them and publish to the world are falsehoods;
therefore, these mediums are, to all intents and pur-
, Jalse prophets.

* And shall show great sigusand wonders, inso-
much that if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect.” Signs and wonders. are the very
front of Spiritualism. By these tlie deception is

carried on. Spirit manifestations are becoming]

more and more wonderful ; and it nay b expected
that their miracnlous character will increasé, until
the world shall be deceived, and the elect of God
also, if it were possible. But God’s word will be
their “shield and buckler.” Those who rely on
impressions and outward manifestasions, will not be
able to stand. Those who adhere 1o the popular
fables of the day, will be overcome. Nothing wil
shield the people of God in the period of spiritual
deception which we are now entering, bnt a well-
grounded faith in the personal coming of Christ,
and life and immortality conditional, and only
throngh Christ. Those who now flee to God’s
word, and *“keep the word of his pajience,” will be
“kept from the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell npon
the earth.” Rev. iii, 10,

(3.) 2 Thess. ii, 9-11. “Even him, who;e
coming is afler the working of Satan, with all
power, and signs, and lying wonders. And with
all deceivableness of unrighteonsness in them thas
perish; because they reccived not the love of thc
truth, that they might be saved. And for thi:
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that
they should believe a lie; that they all might be
damned who believed not the truth, but had plea-
sure in unrighteousness.”

It is an interesting and important fact that this
chapter opens with the subject of Christ’s second
coming. It commences as follows : “Now we be-
seech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto
him.” The Apostle, as we have before shown, then
warns the Thessalonian church not to be deceived
with the idea that Christ would then come, and
|[))oints down over the apostasy and 1260 years of

apal supremacy, guarding all the way with his
warning till he comes very near the last half cen-
tury. Then speaking of the destruction of the inan
of sin, or Pa{lmcy, be says: “Whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall de-
stroy with the brightuess of his coming; whose
coming [even him are supplied words, and give a
wrong meaning] is after the working of Satan,”
&c. The word “after” in verse 9th has been
supposed to mean (like, and this supposition
has been strengthened by the supplied words,
“even him.” %ut by leaving out these supplied
words, it appears evident that the words, “ whose
coming” refer to Christ, and therefore, the word
“after” means, at a later period. We understand
the Apostle to teach that Christ’s second coming is
to be after Satan has power to work “with all
power, and signs, and lymiwonders.”

Then how definitely the period of, and the
events to precede the Second Advent are here point-
ed out! Let us again look at these events. First,
the “falling away;” second, the 1260 years of
Papal supremacy, which brings us within fifty-five
years of the present time. One might suppose that
the Apostle would leave the subject herc without

inting out the period of the Lord’s coming more

efinitely ; but no, bis eye looked on down still
further, and saw the working of Satan, with all
power, and signs, and lying wonders, and points it
out as the last great event before, and sign of the
Second Advent,

From the words, “all power,” “all deceivable-
ness of unrighteousness,” and “strong delusion,” we
may get some idea of the character of future spirit
manifestations. We think they will yet be suffi-
cien}t}ly‘ miraculous to deceive those who reject the
truth.

“ And he doeth great wonders, so that he mak-
eth fire come down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell
on the earth by the means of those miracles which
he had power to do,” &c. Rev. xiii, 13, .4.

The reason is given in verse 10th why God gives
men over to this delusion. It is this: * Because
they received not the love of the truth, that they
might be saved.” The truth applicable to the time
has been set before the world ; it has been rejected
and scoffed at; God's Spirit has been grieved un-
til it has well nigh left the world; me:al darkness,
like the pall of death, is spread over the earth, and
Satan is now permitted to deceive hose who have
rejected God's merciful warnings.

But it may be asked, What truth is here refer-
red to in verse 10th? We amswer: The great
trath which is the Apostle’s theme in this chap-
ter, which is Christ’s second coming. It is the last
great truth that men are to reject, just prior to the
Sccond Advent; therefore it follows that it is the
doctrine of Chirist’s second appaaring. Those who
love Christ more than this world, will love the doe-
trine of his appearing. They will receive the “love
of the truth.,” But those who love this world more
than they love Him who died to save them, whose
treasure 1s in this world, and whose affections are
set on the things of carth, do not want Christ-to
come. They do not love to hear that he is soon
coming. They receive not the love of the truth.—
For such, a strong delusion is prepared. Many are
already canght in it, and bound fast by the fetters
of perdition.

As we Jook abroad in the earth, and view the
condition of mankind in the light of revelation, the
scene is indeed frightful,  The gospel of the king-
dom has been preached in all the world for a wit-
nessy the church which should have rejoiced in,
and prepared for, the coming of her Lord, asa
body rejected it, yea, crucified it; and a world of
sinners thereby fe{t at full liberty to scoff. When
moved by hearing the doctrine of Christ’s coming,
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to seck God, and prepare for the event, their fears
were removed by the cry of peace and safety, “ My
Lord delayeth bis coming,” and, “the world is to
be converted before Christ comes.” O professed
church of Christ! The blood of these sinners will
be found on your garments,

O ye professed watchmen! How will you an-
swer for souls intrusted to your care! hat ac-
count will you give for crying, peace, peace, when
there wasno peace? When the world was alarmed
with the news that Christ was soon cowing, and
by the Spirit of God deeply impressed with the sub-
jeet, and would have fled to Christ, had it not been
for your influence, it was you that taught them to
put far away the evil day. It was your teachings
that silenced all their fears, and led them to bar the
Ioly Reprover from their hearts, Ye ambassa-
dors for Christ, who profess to (Pray the people, in
Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to God ! how wiil
you answer for your unfaithfulness ¢  Sinners, and
yourown flocks, have trusted their salvation on your
words. If you had loved and had preached the
glorious appearing of Chuist, ihe}; would Lave re-
ceived the “love of the truth.” But, behold your
condition! Your preaching almost powerless;
your prayer-meetings, if youn have any, lifeless and
destitute of real interest, and yonr flocks asleep to
their own salvation, and that of sinners ; and many
of them already given over to the strong delusion
of spirit manifestations! The judgment scenes lie
just before us!  And how awfully wretched will be
the condition of that unfaithful watchman who
shall come up to that day, covered all over with
the blood of souls !

“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold evil shall
go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirl-
wind shall be ruised up from the coasts of the earth.
And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from
one end of the ewrth even wiuto the other end of
the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither
gathered, nor buried ; they shall be dung upon the

round.

“Howl ye shepherds, and ery ; and wallow your-
sclves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock; for
the days of your slanghter and of your dispersions
are accomplished ; and ye shall fall like a pleasant
vessel, And the shepherds shall have no way to
flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape.”  Jer.
xxv, 32-35.

But mercy's hour still lingers, and there are
those who have ears to hear, and learts that can
feel the force of divine truth. Such have not on
them the sin of understandingly rejecting and cru-
cifying the doctrine of Clivist’s second coming. To
ench we would say in the language of the True
‘Witness, “ He that hath an ear let him hear—
“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come.  And whosoever will, let him take
of the water of life freely.” Thereis enouglh for ail;
but how few “thirst” for sulvation, and have the
“ will” to seek, with all the heart, for a right to
the tree of Jife and the fountain of living water.—

(4.) Rev. xviii, 1, 2. “And afler these things
I saw another angel come down from heaven, hav-
ing great power; aud the carth was lightened
with his glory. And he cried wmightily with a
strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen,
is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils
and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of ev-
ory unclean and hateful bird.”

Bufore showing that this text applics to the pres-
ent and future, and that the “foul spirits” and
“ devils” here mentioned, refer to spivit manifesta-
tions, we will take a brief view, only, of the subject
of Babylon; for our space will not allow us to en-
ter into the subject at length.

The fall of Babylon is a moral fall. This may
aid us in determining what Babylon is. That her
fall is a moral change is evident from the order of
events given, First, she fulls; second, she becomes
the habitation of devils, and *“the lold of every
foul spirit,” &e.; third, God’s pcople are called
out of her; and, fourth, her plagues are poured our
upon ber, and she is thrown down with violence,
“like a great mill-stone cast into the sea,” and
“found no more at all.”

The word Babylon comes from Babel, and sig-

nifies “ confusion or mixture.” See Gen. x, 10;
xi, 9. Once when men were all of one language,
they undertook to build a “city and a tower whose
top should reach mnto heaven.” But God came
down and confounded their language, so that they
“could not understand one another’s specch.)’—
“So the Lord seattered them abroad from thence
upon the face of all the earth; and they left off
building the city. Therefore is the name of it
called Babel, [margin, that is, confusion,] because
the Lord did there confound the language of all
the earth. Gen. xi, 1-0. Dabylon, signifying
confusion, well applies to the many denominations
of professed christians, with their different creeds,
holding forth such confusion of sentiments. We
are aware that many will object to this view; but
we ask such as do objeet, to make a Dbetter appli-
cation. Do you apply it to the Roman Catholic
church, only ?  1f you do, please show when that
citurch (which hins always been Jow and corrupt)
morally fell? and, then, as a second event, became
corrupted with spiritual wickedness?  Again,
Babylon, signifying confusion, cannot be properly
applied to the Roman church, she being a unit.

Babylon is where God's people are and from
which they are called out, a short time before the
seven Jast plagues are poured out.  This is evident
from Rev. xviti, 4. “And I heard another voice
from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and thav ye
receive not of her plagues.” As the plagues are
still future and immediately follow Ba‘by]on's fall,
and the call to God’s people, the present is shown
to be the period of lier fallen condition, and the
time for God's people to be called out of her. This
forbids the idea of applying the text to the Cutho-
lic cliurch in past time, Where, then, are the
{)coplc of God of this generation?  Are they in the
toman Catholic church? No. They have been,
and many still are, in the Protestant sects. Bear this
in mind: Babylon is where God’s people are, a
short time before tho seven last plagues are poured
out. She morally falls, and the people of God are
called out to escape her plagues. Tiis shows the
propricty of u})plying Bn{’)ylon to the sccts, and lo-
cates the whole scene in a short peried, just prior
to the Sccond Advent.

If it be said that the city of Rome is this Daby-
lon, and that her fall is the burning of that literal
city, then we would ask, Iow can the city of Rome
“ become the habitation of devils, and the hold of
every foul spirit, and & eage of every unclean and
hateful bLivd” after it Is burned. And how is it
possible for God’s people to be in Rome, ﬂin order
to be called out)) after that city is burned, and is
thrown down with violence, like a great m:i-stone
cast into the sea by a mighty angel, and “lound
no more at all?  Will God’s people le in Rome
after that city is no more?  Again, the people of
God are called out of Babylon o cscape her
plagues,  But will they flee out of Rume afleritis
burned, to eseape plagues, of which Ler Leing
burned is her last plagne? “Her plagues shall
come in oue day, deav.f;, and mournivg and fame
ine; and she ghall bo utterly burned with fire.”—
Rev. xviii, 8. The true application of Babylon is
free from afl these inconsistencies, The prophecy
when rightly applied, will fit like the glove to the
hand, being made purpesely for it.

We unlesitatingly apply the Bubylon of the
apocalypse to all corrupt christianity.  The term,
signifying confusion, is perfectly applicable to the
many  ditlerent sects, each Lolding different senti-
ments, divided and sub-divided, and all united with
the woild. The Protestant sects are fitly repre-
sented by the hadot daughters of the woman of
Rev. xviiy 4, 5. The woman that would leave her
lusband, and unite with, and seck protection from
another, would be called thus. The professed
church of Cluist has left the arm of her true hus-
band, and now leans on the strong arm of the law,
She seeks protection, and to be nouwrished by the
corrupt governments of the world, and is properly
represented by the larlot danghters of the old
mother, she being a symbol of the Catholic church,
As the woman shou!ﬂ cleave to ber husband, so
should the church cleave to Christ, and instead of
secking protection from the arn of the law, lean

only on the potent arm of her Beloved. The church
is unlawfully wedded to the world. This may be
seen in_the various departments of civil govern-
ment. Even in the war department, the professed
minister of Jesus Christ is seen mocking the God of
peace with his prayers for success in battle.

Has Babylon, or the nominal churches, fallen ¢
We have only to compare the present condition of
the churches with their spirituality ten years since,
to see that a great change has taken place with
them. This no candid person will deny, who has
had connection with them, or knowledge of them.

Look back but ten years, and theve you will see
many powerful revivalists traveling from city to
city and from town to town, laboring with their
might for the conversion of sinners, laying the gos-
pel axe at the root of the tree, according to what
light they had, and God blessing their Iabors with
the conversion of thousands. Where are those re-
vivalistsnow 7 Answer : They are, perhaps, settled
pastors of churches, and preach year after year
without seeing one real conversion.—Or, it may be
that they have entered business for a livelihood or
wealth,

Take a view of the efforts then put forth by the
diflerent sects for the conversion of perishing sin-
nevs.  Protracted meetings were held for days and
weeks in succession. The most spiritual ministers
were obtained to preach, even if they were not
educated and popular. A minister filled with the
Holy Ghost, one that would arouse the people, was
what was wanted then. The traveler, journeying
the distance of fifty miles at the season of the year
when such meetings were most common, might
pass several places of worship crowded by hundveds
anxjously seeking the Lord.  Prayer-meetings held
in almost every neighborhood, and in many places
quite every evening inthe week. Not only minis-
ters, but many of the most active members of the
churches, visited from place to place, and from
house to house, doing what they could to save souls,
The voice of prayer was heard almost everywhere,
It was heard not only from the house of worship
and the family circle, but shops, barns and. groves
resonnded with earnest petitions from those who
hungered and thirsted for vighteousness.  Ministers
preached with simplicity and power, old saints
wept and poured forth the fullness of their souls
like young converts, while those who Liad just tasted
the love of Jesus sweetly spoke forth his praise.

Now compare these facts with the present state
of things, DTrotracted mectings are seldom held,
aud when they are held, no one veports that much,
if anything, is accomplizhed.  And whatever ex-
citepent is vaised, generally dies away so very
goon thatit frequently proves iteelf to be human ex-
citement, and not the work of the Toly Ghost. Many
thint were the moest successful reformation preach-
ers have given up preaching.  Prayer-meetings
schlom heid, and then very few to attend them.
ity altars broken down, and the voice of prayer
seldery heard only from the ministerat ehurch,  In
fact, veligion has bLecome a mere forn with the
churches of the day, destitute of vital godliness. Tt
has censed to he an every-day anatter, being con-
{ined alinost entirely to the fiist day of the week.
And it the soul-dammning sin of pride can be found
on the face of the carth, it may be seen in the dis-
play of worslip on that day.

Those who will Jook at these facts in their true
light will 2agree with us that the chorches have fal-
len.  Mostof their own members will acknowledge
this, though they know not the eause. This is all
we contend for, relative to the fall of Babylon, that
it is a fall from a measare of spivituality, to a state of
lifeless formality,  Having a form of godliness, but
destitute of the power thereof.

The testimonies of the churches themselves,
given in 1844, are sufficient to estublish the fact of
theirfall.  The Congregational Journal says:

* At a recent meeting of the Presbytery of Phil-
adelphin, Rev. Mr. Barnes, pastor of the 1st Pres-
byterian Church in Philadelphia, whose notes are
so extensively used in our families and Sabbath
schools, stated, that he had been in the ministry, for
twenty years, and never till the last communion
liad be administered the ordinance without receiv-

[ Continued on page 70.]



68

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

““Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
REOCHESTER, FIFTH-DAY, SEPT. 8, 1853,

THE SEVENTH-DAY SABBATH
NOT ABOLISHED!

i A REQUEST! &1
Traose who teach that theve is no Sabbath for the
gospel dispensation, are requested to give us one plain
text from the New Testament that teaches, © without
note or comment,” that the seventh-day Sabbath has
been abolished. When any one will do this, we will
notice it in the REvigw.

THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK
NOT THE SABBATH!

[# ANOTHER REQUEST! &1

Trose who teach that the Sabbath has been
changed from the scventh to the first day of the
week, are requested to give us one text from the New
Testament that teaches such a change; or the exam-
ple of Christ and the Apostles, recorded in the New
Testament, favoring such a change. When any one
will point out such a text and such example, it shall
be given in the Review.

To the Brn. in Wisconsin.

Dear BrerHren :—We have just received a letter
from Bro. M. E. Cornell, who has recently visited
you, dated Aug. 14th, from which we take the follow-
ing:

“Many in Wis. are dissatisfied with you for not
giving a longer notice for the Koskeneng meeting.
They think you have neglected them. Many arc
much disaffected, or have been.”

This is the first intimation we have had of this
matter.  You have good yeason to think we neglect-
ed you, until the matter is explained. You should
have stated your grievances to us at once. This
would have given us a chance to have given satisfac-
tion.

Bro. Phelps invited us, in behalf of the Bra,, to at-
tend your confercnce. Ile stated the time, and then
gave us the liberty to change the time to suit our con-
venience. We then expected to go to Wisconsin, but
were not fully decided. We waited to decide the
point, and to be able to arrange our appointments
through Michigan, before giving the appointinent of
your mecting. Our time of going west was delayed
by sickness and death in our family. Finally, we de-
cided not to go further west, than Michigan. Then
we gave the appointment of your meeting at the time
stated by Bro. Phelps. And wo never thought of
the notice being too short till we received Bro, Cor-
nell’s letter.  We now see it was too short. It mnust
have been a great trial to you, which is a grief to us.
We will try to be more careful for the future, as long
as we conduct the Review.  Will you forgive us?

The mistake did not arise from a willingness to neg-
lect you. We were then almost overwhelmed with
cares, perplexities and grief. The care of the Oflice,
trials from abroad unjustly thrown upon us, and in
our own house & dear natural brother, sick and dying
with the consumption, carried us very near the grave.
In that state of things, many things were done imn-
perfectly 5 the appointment of your conference was
among the number,

Dear Brethren: We must act in union. If this
statement is not satisfactory, please inform us jmme-
diately. Let us hear from you,

THE REMNANT, OR 144,000,
¥Y 8. T. CRANSON.
Will they be scaled among the literal Jews?

This is a question of importance to those who are
looking for the coming of the Lord. Some are ex-
pecting the return of the Jews to Jerusalem, others
suppose that ten tribes were lost, and will be found
in the last days, and will compose a part of the
144,000. But we shall have to differ from thom.

Tet us find the origin of the twelve tribes, and
trace their history, and we shall find no difficulty in
determining where and when the 144,000 will be
made up.

The origin of the twelve tribes of Israel is shown
in Gen. xxii, 15~18. The promise was made to
Abraham, thatin thy seed shall all the nations of
the edrth be blessed, because he had obeyed the
voice of the Lord, [ Gen. xxii, 18, | and the same was
made, or confirmed unto Isaac, [Gen. xxvi, 29,| the
son of promise. Afterwards the Lord appeared unto
Jacob, the son of Isaac, on his return from exile fo
his brother Esau, by night, and after wrestling all
night till break of day, the angel was about to de-
part, but Jacob said, I will not let thee go except
thou bless me. And he said unto him, what is thy
name? And he said, Jacob And he said unto him,
Thy name shall no more be called Jacob, but Isracl;
for as a prince hast thou power with God and with
men, and hast prevailed Gen. xxxii, 24, 28. The
name of Jacob being changed to Israel, all his pos-
terity were called the children of Isracl—the house of
Israel—all Israel, the whole house of Israel—house
of Jacob. And nowhere is one tribe called all Isra-
ol, &e. Let this be distinctly understood.

Israel had twelve sons who were heads or repre-
sentatives of the twelve tribes of Israel, called the
tribe of Judah, the tribe of Benjamin, &c. There is
one thing to notice here : they were required to keep
a correct genealogy of each family, so that a distine-
tion might be kept between the tribes; and every
man was required to know to which txibe he belonged ;
otherwise they were to be eut off from Israel, or were
put from the priesthood. Neh. vii, G4. The son of
the stranger, if he would join the congregation of Is-
rael, must be circumeised, and identify himself with
some one of the tribes, and abide by the same laws.
Lev. xxiv, 22; Num. ix, 14, 15 xv, 15, 16, 20. Af-
ter many years, the Lord brought the childven of Is-
racl into Cansan, and divided the land according to
the number of the tribes of Israel, giving each tribe a
portion except the tribe of Levi; because the Lord
had chosen the tribe of Levi to the priesthood, and
they should live by the tithes and offerings of the
other tribes. Josh. xiii, 14, 33; xviii, 7. After the
children of Isracl had taken possession of Canaan,
they were governed by Judges, who were appointed
by the Lord, till the days of Samuel ; when Israel de-
sived a king. 1 Sam, viii, 45. From this time until
the death of Solomon, the twelve tribes were united
and governed by one king. After the death of Solo-
mon, Rehoboam, son of Solomon, went to Shechem ;
for all Israel were come to Shechem to make him king,
But Rchoboam refused the counsel of the old men,
and took the counsel of the young men, and answered
them roughly; therefore Tsrael rebelled against the
house of David, and made Jeroboam king over Israel.,
And there were none that followed the house of Da-
vid but the tribe of Judah only. 1 Kings, xii, 1-10;
2 Chron. x. After Rehoboan was rejected, he re-
turned to Jerusalem and strengthened himself, having
Judah and Benjamin on his side. From this time
the house of Isracl was divided into two kingdoms,
called the kingdom of Isracl and the kingdom of Ju-
dahj as the Lord declared to Solomon, before his
death, saying, T will surely rend the kingdom from
thee and will give it to thy servant; yet the Lord
promised a part of the kingdom to the house of Da-
vid. 1 Kings, xi, 11, 12, 13, 31,

Now mark the history of Isracl; after the ten
tribes revolted from the house of David, Jeroboam
said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom yreturn to
the house of David, if this people go up to do sacri-
fice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall
the heart of this people turn again unto theiy lord,
even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall
kill me, and go again to Rehoboam, king of Judah.—
Whereupon the king took counsel and made two calves
of gold, and said unto them, it is too much for you to
go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O, Israel,
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And
he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan,
And this became a sin ; for the people went to wor-
ship before the one, even unto Dan. And he madean

honge of high places, and made priests of the lowest
of the people, which were not of the house of Levi.
1 Kings, xii, 26, 31. It seems that Israel never re-
pented of their sins, and so God removed Israel out of
his sight in the days of Hoshea, king of Israel. 2
Kings, xvii, 1-23.

From this time the kingdom of Isracl was no more,
Some have supposed that the ten tribes were lost, or
went off somewhere in a far conntry, where they nev-
er have been found, and in the last days they will be
bronght back again to their own land; or, there will
be sealed among them, 120,000 which will make so
many of the 144,000, or the remnant who will stand
on Mount Zion singing the new song. Rev. vii, 2-8;
xiv, 15, But this view docs not appear correct to
me. Where does the Bible tells us that the ten tribes
were lost? The Bible says, “in the ninth year of
Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria and car-
ried Isracl away into Assyria, and placed them in
Halah and in Haber by the river Gozan, and in the
cities of the Medes. So Israel was carried away out
of their own land to Assyria unto this day. 2 Kings
xvii, 6, 23. The Bible tells us plainly where they
went ; so we know; and if we know where a thing
ig, it is not lost. The fact is, the twelve tribes always
existed from the days of David to Christ. It may
be asked, How do you make that out? We ask,
who were the true Israel? Were those who sinned
in the wilderness and were cut off; or, were those the
true Israel who remained obedient? Those who
were obedient, of course,

We have just seen that Jeroboam made Isracl to
sin, and they were cut off'; but there were some who
did not sin, and they left Jeroboam, and these were
the true Israel. 'When Jeroboam put away the Le-
vites from being priests, and made the lowest of the
people, priests, contrary to the law, [Nam. iii, 10,)
then the priests and Levites that were in all Israel
resorted to him. (Rehoboam,] out of all their coasts ;
for the Levites left their suburbs and their posses-
sions, and came to Judah and Jernsalem ; for Jero-
boam and his sons had cast them off from executing
the priest’s office unto the Lord. And he ordained
priests for the high places and for the devils, and for
the calves which he had made. And after them, out of
all the tribes of Israel, such as set their hearts to
seek the Lord God of Tsrael, came to Jerusalem, to
sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers. So they
strengthened the kingdom of Judah,and made Reho-
boam, son of Solomon, strong, three years. 2 Chron,
xi, 13-17.

So we see that all who feared the Lord went to
the house of David ; and these were the true Israel .
in this way the twelve tribes were kept along. Had
not the tribe of Levi gone over to the house of Da-
vid, what would have been done for priests, the tribe
of Levi being lost? We find something more definite,
if possible, to sliow that the twelve tribes remained :
the kingdom of Judah was carried away to Babylon,
and remained seventy years in captivity ; when Ar-
taxerxes issued a proclamation that all they of tho
people of Israel and of his priests and Levites in his
realm, which are minded of their own freewill,
should go up to Jerusalem with Ezra; [Ez. vii, 13;]
and many, cven all Israel, returned, though there was
but o remnant. Ez. ii, 7; vi, 16, 17 ; Neh, vii, 13,—
So the priests and the Levites and the porters and
the singers, and some of the people, and Nethinims
and all Israel, dwelt in their cities.

The blessings of the gospel and the Messiah, were
promised to the twelve tribes as well as to one tribe;
and according to the promise, Christ came to his own,
and his own received him not. John i, 11.” If there
were not twelve tribes at his first advent, how could.
the promise of God be fulfillcd? “A Prophet shall
the Lord your Giod raise up unto yon of your breth-
ren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things
whatsoever he shall say unto you. Ye are the chil-
dren of the prophets, and of the covenant which God
made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in
thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.”
Acts iii, 22, 25.

This prophet was Christ, and the promised sced.—
God gave the promise to Abraham; and it was re-
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newed at Mount Sinai unto the twelve tribes of Is-
rael; and here we sce a fulfillment in the coming of
the Messiah to his own. This is evident from what
Paul said, Acts xxvi, 6, 7. “And now I stand and
am judged [for what? Paul,] for the hope of the
promise made of God unto our fathers: [The twelve
tribes:] Unto which promise our twelve tribes, in-
stantly serving God day and night, hope to come.”

‘Where would be the propriety of Paul saying the
twelve tribes instantly serving God if ten tribes had
been lost? James dedicates his epistle to the twelve
tribes which are scattered abroad, grecting. Now if
ten tribes were lost, how could James, with any con-
sistency, write to the twelve tribes? The existence
of twelve tribes in the days of the apostles cannot
very well be doubted.

But here is a seeming difficulty with some of our
friends, since all distinction between Jew and Gentile
is done away in Christ, where there is neither Jew
nor Gentile, to know when the 144,000 are sealed,
where they come from, but when rightly understood,
all is plain, DBefore Christ, the literal sced of Jacob
was called Israel, but not so since Christ.

“TFor he is not a Jew which is one outwardly ; nei-
ther is that circumcision which is outward in the
flesh : but he is a Jew which is one inwardly : and
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not
in the letter ; whose praise is not of men, but of God.
For they are not all Israel which are of Israel: nei-
ther because they are the seed of Abraham, are they
all children: but, in Isaacshall thy seed be called ; that
is, they which are the children of the flesh, theseare
not the children of God, but the children of the prom-
ise are counted for the seed. And if ye be Christ’s,
then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to
the promise.” Rom. ii, 28, 29; ix, 6-9; Gal. iii, 29.
By these quotations we see the New Testament defi-
nition of Israel. The Jews rejected Christ and were
broken off, because of unbelief, and the Gentiles were
graffed in among them, and with them partakest of
the root and fatness ofjthe olive-tree. See Rom. xi.
So the Gentile believers became Israel, and in this
way the house of Israel is kept up, and will remain
till Jesus comes again. Now we can sce where to
find the remnant, A remmant is a small piece, and
the last end of any thing. The remnant are the few
who are alive at the coming of Christ. See 1 Thess.
iv, 16,, 17 ; Rev. xii, 17 ; xiv, 1-5; xvi, 2, 3.

Lompkins, Mich., Aug. 1853.

From the Sabbath Recorder.
THE MINE EXPLORED,

On opening a work, recently purchased, with the
above title, I am led to exclaim, in the popular ap-
preciation of the passagein Job: “Oh, that mine
adversary would write a book;” for, in this instance, I
could confidently add: “Thine own mouth condem-
neth thee, not I'; yea, thine own lips testify against
thee.” The full title of the book is, * T"he Mine Ex-
plored, or Help to Reading the Scriptures.” Itis
made up, principally, of Scriptural references to
scriptural subjects, and is published by the © Amer-
ican Sunday School Union.” -

We are informed in an introductory note, that “it
was written by the late Benjamin Elliot Nicholls, M.
A.; of Queen’s College, Cambridge, (Eng.,) and was
originally published by the (London) Socicty for
Promoting Christian Knowledge. It has required
no material alterations to fit it for the purpose of the
present publishers, It has a value for religious teach-
ers of all grades, for Bible Classes, and for advanced
members of Sunday Schools, which will not fail to be
discerned by the diligent and discriminative reader.
It recommends itsclf to the student of the Holy
Scriptures, as affording great facilities to the reading,
marking, learning, and inwardly digesting, their pre-
cious truthe.” And further, the reader is advertised

that “no books are published by the AMERICAN
Sunpay Scuoor Union withont the sanction of the
Committee of Pnblication, consisting of fourteen mem-
bers from the following denominations of Christians,
viz., Baptist, Methodist, Congregationalist, Episcopal,
Presbyterian, Lutherau, and Reformed Dutch,”

With this introduction, that all its contents are cer-
tified and endorsed by nearly all the evangelical de-
nominations in the land, and as it purposes to afford
“great facilitics” to the student of the Scriptures, and
as it is not any part of its object to obscure or with-
hold any matter connected with Scriptural authority
for any Scriptural institution I, therefore, make advan-
tageoftheir chapter onthe “ Weekly Sabbath,’* toshow
what authority they derive from the Scriptures, and
what a specimen these First Day sticklers find in the
Scriptural Mine for sanctifyinig the Rest-Day. Be
it as they have made it.

The Weekly Sabbath: Page 161,

When was the Sabbath first appointed to man?
(Gen, ii. 2, 3.)

Were the Jews reminded of the dnty of its obser-
vance before the giving of the Fourth Commandment,
and on what occasion? (Ex. xvi, 22-26.)

How were the Jews reminded of the antiquity of
its institution in the Fourth Commandment? A.—
By its being spoken of as an ESTABLISHED festival
and by the reference made to God’s having hallow-
ed the seventh day, at the creation of the world.

‘What additional sacrifices were offered on that day,
morning and evening? (Num. xxviii, 9, 10.)

Was there any assembly of the people for public
worship? (Gen. xxiii, 3.)

Mention some passages, by which it may be shown
that it was a spiritual service which was required of
them, (Isa. lviii, 13, 14; Ps, xcii, the title of which
is remarkable.)

‘What punishment was threatened for its neglect ?
(Ex. xxxi, 14.)

Is there any instance of this threat being exceuted ?
(Num. xv, 55.)

In enumerating the sins of the Jews, what did
their rulers and prophets say in a peculiar manner
brought upon them God’s displeasure? (Neh. xiii,
18; Jer. xvii, 21; Ezek. xx, 24.)

‘What account have we of the Lord’s observance of
the Sabbath 7 (Mark i, 21; Luke iv, 16, 31 ; xiii,
10.)

The restoring and ascertaining the Sabbath was
the first point of religion that was settled after the
children of Israel came out of Egypt, as being of the
greatest moment, and this in relation to the original
institution, for the.law at Mount Sinai was not then

iven,

To this, all Seventh-day Baptists can cry, Amen!
Amen! The Mine has been explored, and what is
found? Not an iota for the First Day of the Week
—not an atom for “ Lord’s Day”—not a mark for
the so falsely called *“ Christian Sabbath.”—
Nay, had there been the most distant Scriptural al-
lusion to a change of the Sabbath, or the slightest au-
thority to maintain man’s subterfuges for the sub-
stitution, would not these sticklers have given it, If
they legitimately could ? Their own paucity of proof
betrays them. Their own position condemns them.
Such a production is a sufficient confutation of their
pretensions-——such a’ labor is a sufficient triumph for
ns. We can afford fo pass it round, and ask them
to cat their own words. We want no greater triumph.

W. M. F.

MISREPRESENTATIONS,

Tas following letter, and statement of facts are
given by the writer, that honest scekers after truth,
and Sabbath-keepers may not be deceived by Eider
J. V. Himes’ misrepresentations.

Erper J. V. Himes, Sir:—A,few days since T was
shown a letter from Elon Everts, of Newhaven, Vt.,
dated Jnly 13th, 1853, to a friend of his in Rochester,
N. Y., from which I send you the following extract ;
viz.,, * Yesterday I saw Mr. Himes, He says, that
Bro. Bates was, firstly, the sealing angel ascending
from the East. And went about sealing the breth-
ren before he got the Sabbath. And enjoined caution
on those brethren not to speak to any body but their
own fraternity. And afterwards he got the Sabbath
for a seal.”

Will you please answer by return of mail, and state
from what source, and when, yon received the above

information. My address, until about the seventh of
August, will be at Milan, Ohio,
Respectfully yours,

Buffalo, N. Y., July 21st, 1853,

The above letter I directed to Elder Himes at Bos-
ton, Mass., where his paper, the Advent Herald, stated
that he should preach the first Sabbath in August.—
As my letter (so far as I know) remains unanswered,
it seems duty for me to make the following state-
ments :

1. Elder Himes says: I was “firstly the sealing
angel ascending from the east, and went about sealing
the brethren before I got the Sabbath.”” I will herc
give an extract from a work which I published in
Jan. 1849, entitled “ A Seal of the living God,” which
will show my views on the point in question.

Rev. vij, 2. “And I saw another messenger as-
cending from the rising of the sun, having a seal of
the living God, and he cried with a loud voice to the
four messengers to whom it was given to injure the
earth and the sea,” Whiting’s Trans,

* AnorHER MESSENGER @ how shall we understand
this? Answer: men and women which are moved upon
by the word and Spirit of God to execute his will here
upon this" earth. Why cannot this messenger or
angel mean an invisible one? Answer: because
we never hear invisible angels or messengers preach-
ing with loud voices to men. See the text,also, Rev.
xiv, 7, what the Advent people cried with loud voices
in 1842 and 1844. These in Chap. vii are some of
the same messengers that have continued to pass on
through the three messages in Rev. xiv, and are now
keeping the commandments of God and the faith of Je-
sus,” Page, 17.

It is well known that the great majority of advent
teachers that did not believe in the sealing work of the
servants of God in 1849, taught then, and still do,
that the angels of Rev. vii, 1,2, are symbols of earth-
ly governinents and men. This, as stated in the fore-
going extract, was what I then believed incommon with
them. In May, 1849, I published a tract, entitled, a
“Syxorsis oF A SEAL OF THE LiviNG Gon.” On
the first page of which I acknowledged the change in
my views of Rev. vii, 1, 2, as follows :

“Since writing the Sealing Message, I have been
satisfactorily convinced that the exposition which I
then gave of the four messengers standing on the four
quarters of the earth, and theascending, sealing mes-
senger, was incorrect. The difficulties which then
prevented me from seeing the clear light on this sub-
ject, (us I stated on pages 65, 66, of the Seal,) have
since been removed and I now praise the Lord for
the clear light that shines; viz., that the four messen-
gers instead of being the four principal governments
of earth, are four literal ungels commissioned by
God to execute his purpose in the destruction of the
wicked, by his four sore judgments ; (or winds ;) viz.,
sword, famine, noisome beasts and pestilence.

“ AnornER MEessexcer.—Literal, like the four in
the 1st verse, having charge of the scaling of the
144,000, and also power to prevent the four angels
from letting & wind blow ; nntil the servantsof God
are all sealed.” )

2. Hesays that I “enjoined caution on those breth-
ren not to speak to any body but their own frater-
nity.”

I have no knowledge of any such teaching. If there
are any brethren in this truth that I have ever so
taught, they will remember it. Let them speak.

3. “That afterwards I got the Sabbath for a seal.”
My answer to this statement is, that I have been en-
deavoring in all good conscience to keep the Sabbath
according to the commandment, [Ex. xx, 8-11,] since
March, 1845. In 1847 I published a pamphlet, enti-
tled “ The Seventh day Sabbath.” Since that time 1
have published and taught it more publicly. Hence,
it may be seen that instead of teaching the sealing
work before 1 got the Sabbath, that I kept and taught
the Sabbath more than three years before I knew
what the scaling work was. Josern Bates.

Akron, Ohio, Aug. 23d, 1853.

JosePH Bares.
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[ Continued from page 67. )

ing more or less to the church. But now there
are no awakenings, no conversions, not much ap-
parent growth in grace in professors, and none
come to his study to converse about the salvation
of theirsouls. With the increase of business, and
the brightening prospects of commerce and mau-
ufactures, there 18 an_ increase of worldlx-minded-
ness. Thns it is with all denominations.

“The Puritan (Orthodox) of this city, (Boston,)
not long since informed its readers that there has
not been known such a state of coldness for some
twenty years. Zion’s Herald made a similar state-
ment, and endeavored to fix the blame upon *Mil-
lerism ;' and we have been told that at the recent
protracted meeting held by Mr. Knapp, at the Tre-
mont Baptist (Mr. Colver's) church, the failurc was
ascribed to the same cause.—Ad. Herald.”

The Christian Palladium for May 15th, 1844,
speaks in the following mournful strains :—*In
every direction we hear the dolorous sound, waft-
ing upon every breeze of heaven, chilling as the
blasts from the ice-bergs of the north—settling like
an incubns on the breasts of the tiinid, and drink-
ing up the energies of the weak; that lukewarm-
ness, division, anarchy and desolation are distress-
ing the borders of Zion. Perhaps itisso. What
then? Do we well, like the howling women of
ancient days, to rend our flesh—our hair, and fill
the whole atmosphere with our wailings? It is
but a few passing months since the whole extent of
our wide spread conntry, rang with triumphant
peals of joy borne upon the wings of numerous
religious periodicals, and spontancously overflow-
ing from every Christian heart. Not a lip but was
shouting the victories of the cross, or joining in the
triumphant songs of the redeemed. And is the
whole scene now so changed #”

¢ Grear SeirituaL Dearti—It is a lameutable
fact, from which we cannot shut our eyes, that the
churches of this country are now suffering scverely
on account of the great dearth, almost universally
complained of. We have never witnessed such a
eneral declension of religion as at the present.—
Truly the church should awake and search iuto the
cause of this affliction; for an afiliction every one
that loves Zion must view it. When we call to
mind how ‘few and far between,’ cases of true con-
version are, and the almost unparalleled imperti-
nenco and hardness of sinners, we almost involun-
tarily exclaim, ‘has God forgotton to be gracious?
Or, 18 the door of mercy closed ¥’

* Look again, and behold the spirit of the world,
how it prevails in the church. Where is the pious
man who has not been made to sigh ou acconnt of
these abominations in the midst of us? Who is
that man in the political crowd whose voice is heard
above the rest, and who is foremost in carying
torch-lights, bellowing at the top of his voice? O,
ho is a Chuistian ! perhaps a class-leader or exhort-
or. Who is that lady dressed in the most ridicu-
lous fashion, as if nature had deformed her? O, she
is a follower and imitator of the hAumble Jesus! O,
shame! where is thy blush? This is no uncom-
mon picture, I assure you. Would to God it was.
My heart is pained within me while I write.”"—
Circleville, Ohio. Religious Telescope, 1844,

About that time proclamations of fasts and sea-
sons of prayer for the return of the Holy Spirit
were sent out in the religious papers. Even the
Philadelphia Sun of Nov, 11th, 1844, has the fol-
lowing: “The undersigned ministers and mem-
bers of various denominations in Philadelphia and
vicinity solemly believing that the present Signs of
the Times—the spivitual dearth in our Churches
generally, and the extreme evils in the world around
us, seem to call loudly on all Christians for a spe-
cial season of prayer, do therefore hereby agree, by
divine permission to unite in a week of special pray-
er to Almighty God, for the outpouring of his Ho-
ly Spirit on our City, our Country, and the world.
« + .+« Any who cannot devote the whole week
as above proposed, are requested to devote as much
of the week as may be convenient.

Tuoxas I, Srockrox, and 30 others.”

Prof. Finney, Editor of the Oberlin Evangelist,
Feb. 1844, says: “ We bave had the fact before
our minds, that in general, the Protestant churches

of our country, as such, were either apathetic or
hostile to nearly all the moral reforms of the age.
There are partial exceptions, yet not enough to
render the fact otherwise than general. We have
also another corroborated fact: the almost univer-
sal absence of revival influence in the churches.—
The spiritual apathy is almost all-pervading, and
is fearfully deep ; so the religious press of the whole
land testifies. It comes to our ears and to our
eyes, also through the religious prints, that very
extensively church members are becoming dev-
otees of fashion—join hands with the ungodly in
parties of pleasure, in dam:iug, in fostivities, &e.—
. . . But wo need not expand this painful subject.
Suffice it that the evidence thickens and rolls heay-
ily upou us, to show that the churches generally
are becoming sadly degenerate.  They have gone
very far from the Lord and he has withdrawn him-
self from them.”

Bishop Soule, says : “There has been a decrease
of 85,732 members in the Methodist church dur-
ing the past year. [1845.] The preceding yea,
[1844,] there was an increase of 155,000.” North-
ern Christian Advocatesays: *“In 1845 there was
a decrease in the Black River, Oneida and Genesee
conferences of 8607.”

The Baptist Almanac, for 1846, reports a de-
crease of 4702 of that denomination in the State
of New York. Other facts might be given from
the statistics of all denominations equally gloomy.

That the churches have fallen is a well known
fact. Ministers, deacons, class-leaders and church
members will acknowledge this. And it is equal-
ly true that their fall dates from the Autumn of
1844, Zhen it was that the fall of Babylon [Rev.
xiv, 8] was announced, and many thousands who
were looking for Christ's immediate coming, left
the churches.  We understand the everlasting gos-
pel proclaimed by the first angel [Rev. xiv, 6, 7]
to be the same as the gospef’ of the kingdom,
named in Matt. xxiv, 14. The burden of this an-

I's message was given, from 1840, to 1844, But
the body of the church yejected it. It was at first
admitted into the columns of the religious papers,
but they soon shut it out. It was unpopular l—
Meeting-houses were closed against the messengers
of the everlasting gospel, an% Ministers joined to
oppose. Many of ther scoffed at the glad tidings
of the specdy coming and kingdom of Christ, and
pronounced it the work of Satan. Thus the truth
was shut out by the professed church of Christ;
and the *“Spirit of truth,” being grieved away, left
her desolate, and the way was fully prepared for
the second angel’s message. “Babylon is fallen,
is fallen,” &e.

Let it here be distinetly understood that the
second angel [Rev. xiv, 8] is in the past. But the
angel of Rev. xviii, 1, 2, belongs to the present,
and more especially the future. This angel is to
proclaim what the ungel of Chap. xiv, 8 did, and
also something more, which has been taking place
since Babylon fell.  ITe adds, “and is becowme the
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul
spirit, aud a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.”
The second angel, who announced in 1844 that
Babylon had fallen, could not then also declare
that she was a hold of foul spirits, for the history
of her foul spirits has been since that date.

Mesmerism, Satan’s mildest bait, was but little
known in this country prior to 1844 ; since then
the church has been r{)ewitched with its damning
influence. Psychology was not mentioned ; and
no one 50 much as dreamed of all this clattering
of ten thousand demons from the infernal regions,
rapping, moving chairs, stands, tables, &, That
Babylon’s cup is full, that she is now a “hold of
every foul spiit,” we do not believe. But the pres-
ent movemnents of Spiritualisin show the text fast
fulfilling. When accomplished, the wrath of God,
unmixed with mercy wiil be poured out.

But it may be said that the church as a body
does not believe in the spivit manifestations. Very
well ; six years since they were not known.  And
for two or three years after the rappings were first
heard, alimost every one looked upon it as a de-
ception, and called it & “humbug.”  But as Spir-
itnalism has rapidly advanced for a year or two
past, there have many more ministers cmbraced it

than any other class of professional men, and church
members form a large portion of the body of Spir-
itualists,

But we shall contend that the sin of necroman-
cy, now abroad in the land, rests upon Babylon.—
She is acconntable for it; for this one point of pop-
ular theology, found in all her creeds, that all men
have imwmortality, and that the dead have knowl-
edge, is the very basis of Spiritualism.

The bible doctrine of immortality through Christ
alone, and that conditional, and that the “dead
know not anything,” disrobes these demons, and
exposes their hideousness. It shows that they are
not the spirits of the dead, what they say they are;
but lyiug spirits sent forth to do the work of him
who was a liar from the beginning. It is a per-
fect safe-guard agaivst the strong delusion of Spir-
itualism.  But we do not see how those who hold
that all men have imnmortality, and that the spirit,
separated from the body at death, is conscious, can
stand agaivst this heresy. Many have taught
that the spirits of the dead were ministering angels
to those hving on the earth, and the impression is
decp in many minds that it is even so.

A writer in the Spiritual Telegraph truthfully
states : “Scarcely do we hear a funeral sermon, or
yead a book or a paper devoted to sacred subjects,
but either directly or indirectly the subject of Guar-
dian Angels and the continued existence of the spir-
it after death is alluded to. These are some of the
sirong points on which Spiritualists vest their
claims.”

Go into our burying grounds, and there you
may read on almost every grave-stone, that the
dead are still living. Wherever the eye fulls upon
the inseriptions on elegant monuments, or plain
marble slabs, the impression is given that the soul
separated from the body at death, joyfully and un-
encumbered, took its flight, aud now lives in heav-
en. This is illustrated by the following taken from
an exchange paper :

“ A marble monument in the form of un obelisk,
has recently been put up in the old burying-ground
in Concord, N. ., to mark the spot where lie the
remains of the son of President Pierce, who lost
his life by the accident on the Boston and Maine
Railroad, in January last. The monument bears
the following inscription: ‘Bexsamiy Prerce,
born April 13, 1841 died January 6, 1853. Go
thy way, thy son liveth”

Does President Pierce believe what is stated in
the last clause of the above; that his son, who
died Jan. 6, 1853, “liveth?”  If he does, then why
may he not expect a visit now and then from his
only son? Suppose some accompinsned demon
should visit the abode of the Chicf Magistrate of
this nation, and imitate the hand-writing of the de-
ceased, and in a manner calculated to touch the
finest fecliugs of the soul, frecly communicate with
those bereaved pavents; move chairs, tables &ec.,
play instruments of music: or even imite‘e the
well-known voice of that only child. Would those
parents be likely to resist that visitor, and drive
kim from them? Or would they believe him to
be the spirit of their dear son? The reader may
answer,

Not many years since, at the funeral of a virtn-
ous young lady, the minister, while addressing the
mourners, pointed to the coffin before the pulpit,
saying, “Mary is not there. That is but the hfe-
less clay. Mary has gone to her God. Or, per-
haps, her spirit has returned, and is now watching
over this mourning circle.”

Suppose distinct raps by some unseen hand that
very-moment had been made on the floar near the
mourners ; who of that congregation that hung up-
on the words of the eloquent speaker would have
doubted its being the spurit of Mary that produced
the rappings? No one,

Now suppose that the minister, at the moment
the rapping was heard, was uttering the bible doc-
trine that immortality is conditional, to be given
to the saints only at the resurrection, and that the
dead know not anything. Who of that audience
would have supposed that the raps were produced
by the spirit of Mary? No one.

Thus we see that one of the great leading doc-
trines found in all the creeds of Babylon forms the
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basis of Spiritualisin. It has opened a wide door
for Satan to come in and deceive the world. By
many, the doctrine of immortality through Churist
has -been classed with the non-essentials of the Bi-
blé. They will now see its importance. But we
are of the opinion that the Bible does not confain
non-essenfials. * The Loxrd has carefully kept them
out, so that all sdripture is * profitable.”

Then we inquire, has Babylon, or the nominal
churches, fallen ? The answer is, Yes. No fact
can be plainer. Their own testimonies establish it.
‘What period does this fall date from? Answer:
the year 1844, Thisis as evident as the fact that
the churches are fallen. It is also a startling fact,
that since 1844 has been the period for the rise of
foul spirits. Here we do not have to refer the
reader to volumes of history to show the folfillment
of prophecy relative to Babylon, but to well-known
facts under his observation in his own State, town
and neighborhood. 'What a tremendous sign that
{.he day of God hasteth greatly! "Will you not be-
ieve !

Let it here be nnderstood that we speak of the
church as a body. That God has ministers and
people in Babylon who are striving for heaven
amid the moral darkness that envelopes her, we
fully believe. This is eyideut from the fact that
aftor tho ange) [Rev. xviii, 1-8] proclaims the fall
of Babylon, and that she has become a hold of foul
spirits, &c., the voice from heaven [verse 4] says:
“Come out of her my people, that ye be not par-
takers of her sins, and‘that ye receive not of her

es.”
pla%}:h” a moment of extreme interest is the pres-
ent. The pouring out of the vials of God’s wrath
is the great event before us. A little space is left
God’s peoplo to flee out of Babylon, and thereby
“be not partakers of her sins,” (the most promi-
nent of which are modern witcheraft and necro-
mancy,) and “receive not of her plagues.” The
tonderest feelings of the heart go out after God’s peo-
ple now sitting in darkness : our spirit yearns over
them. O God send out light and truth, and save
them speedily! O, blessed Saviour, bring the
sheep and lambs to thy fold before the wolves de-

vour them !
[Concluded in our next.)

COMMUNICATIONS.

From Brn. Hutchins and Sperry.

DeARr Bro. WRITE :—We wish to say for the en-
couragement of the dear brethren and sisters scattered
abroad, that the cause of truth is rising and spreading,
and the number of such as ‘“ Remember the Sabbath-
day to keep it holy,” is increasing in the Counties of
Franklin and St. Lawrence, N. Y., as also in many
other places.

‘We came into this State July 7th, since which time
we have held thirty meetings, principally in the above
named Counties. Sahbath and First-day July 9th,
and 10th, we held a Conference at Chateauguay.—
Sabbath and First-day, 16th and 17th, also 30th and
31st, we held a Conference at Norfolk. The last Con-
ference held at N. was one of deep interest, and we
think of much profit to all the brethren present. At
Buck’s Bridge and at Potsdam we met with the dear
brethren in a number of very interesting meetings.
A few faithful, humble, lovers of truth, have recently
emhraced the third angel’s message there, and others
are searching for truth. O, may they remember the
instruction of Dayid: “ All thy commandments are
truth.”

Last Sabbath and First-day we held a Conference
at this place. This meeting was signally blessed of
God, the brethren were strengthened and encouraged,
and some who have not heretofore kept the Sabbath
of the Lord resolved no Jonger to observe the Sabbath
of the Papal Church. While in St. Lawrence Co.,
we visited brethren and friends in Lisbon, Louisville,
Massena, Hopkinton and Parishville. At most of
these places with others that might be named we
found those who were anxious to hear the evidence of
our faith, and free to acknowledge that the Spirit of
God has left the nominal Churches, and that they

must look somewhere besides among these fallen bod-
ies for the life and power of the Christian religion.

Some places through which we passed where an
anxiety was expressed to hear on the subject of the
immediate coming of Christ, and the commandments
of God, we could not stop to hold meetings.

While passing through Hopkinton, on our way
West, we called at the house of a Bro. Thomas Meach-
am, told him we had called by request to talk with
him on the coming of Christ, and the commandments
of God. e never had seeu the chart before; but he
with his family, listened with interest to our remarks,
and being a man of deep experience in the things of
God, he was very much inclined to favor the truth as
presented to him. Ile said he had been aware for
years that God’s people must stand out free from the
sectarian and scctional Churches and organizations,
Qur season of prayer with him was sweet. Three
wecks later, on returning we found him satisfied that
the seventh day is the Sabhath, and means by the
grace of God assisting to keep it according to the
commandment, May God bless this aged pilgrim and
strengthen him to do duty. He wishes you to send
him the paper.

At this place we met with sister Witherel, recent-
ly from Oswego, whom we found keeping the Sab-
bath alone. She informed us that several of her
neighbors were desirons to hear lectures on the sub-
ject of present truth. We could not stop there to lec-
ture for want of time. We think this place should be
remembered by the traveling brethren as they pass
that way. The present prospect is that the Lord will
soon raise np faithful souls there who will keep all his
commandments, with the dear sister now standing
alone on the truth there.

In view of the rapidity with which the cause is pro-
gressing, we can say, take courage dear brother for
the “faithful and wise” servant will soon receive his
reward. Yes, thanks be to God!

“The Lord is coming ! Sound it forth

From East to West, from South to North,

Speed on! Speed on! The tidings glad,

That none who love him may be sad.”
A. 8. Hurcrins.
C. W. SPERRY.
Bangor, Franklin Co., N. Y., Aug. 8th. 1853.
e ———

From Bro. Rockwell.

Dear Bro. WriTEe :—Having no other way of
communication with the dearly beloved scattered
remnant, only by writing, I have taken this way of
expressing my love to them all, hoping that we shall
be found ready and waiting for the coming of our Lord.

Have we on the whole armor of God? Have we
the mind in us that was in Christ? Are weready to
meet persecution, tribulation and temptation in all
the various forms that the wicked can invent? De-
pend upon it, our faith will be tried, and unless it is
more precious than gold that perisheth, we shall be
found wanting, in the hour of temptation which shall
come on all the world to try them that dwell on the
face of the whole earth.

The time mentioned by Malachi, when he says:
Then shall ye return and discern between him that
serveth God and him that serveth him not, is near.—
The servants of our God will be sealed in their fore-
heads. Then hatred, cruelty, revenge, and all the
malignant passions will be manifested, and practiced
without restraint by the enemies of our Lord, While
all the Christian graces will shine forth with greater
Iuster among his people, who keep his commandments.
Then can the dividing line be seen. There will be no
peutralists then. They that believe the Lord, he is
God will serve him, and delight in his law, and keep
all his commandments, which are holy, just and good.
No halting then between two opinious. That time is
past, and Christ has performed his last office work as
High Priest, and Mediator, and now comes to judge
the world. If we stand, in that day we must stand
without a mediator between us and the Father. Judge
ye, whether we shall peed on the whole armor of
God. Let us give heed to the true Witness, which

saith: “ I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the

fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment,
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of
thy nakedness do not appear ; and anoint thine eyes
with eye-salve, that thon mayest tee.” Rev, iii, 10.

May the Lord enable us to see clearly the things
that make for our peace, and seek a preparation to
meet him at his coming.

If any of the dear hrethren pass through this re-
gion, will they call here if possible?

Your brother, in tribulation, hoping to over-
come, that I may inherit all things,
N. W. RooxwELL.

East Farnham, C. E., July, 1853.

From Bro, Chapman,

Dear Bro. WaiTe :—1 ain much interested in the
Review, and wish it continued to me.

The advent of the blessed Saviour into our world
again, is a subject that interests me very much.

I had for the last twelve years entertained the view
of the no-Sabbath doctrine, on account of the silence
of Christ and all his aposties in relation to the first
day as a Sabbath, and regarding the observance of
the seventh day a Mosaic institution, abolished at
the cross. After a year spent in the investigation of
the Sabbath question, a careful examination of the first~
day claims, the seventh day claims and the no-day
theory, I have come to the conclusion that God’s holy
Sabbath has never been abrogated ; that the day has
never been changed by divine authority; and al-
though the earth is round, all men, everywhere, are
required by our heavenly Father to keep it holy.

I can say that T am glad to find, after a long and
careful examination, that the bible testimony is plain,
pointed and perfectly satisfactory. I amled to won-
der that the abundance of Old and New Testament
authority for the observance of the seventh day should
have been overlovked by me so long. I have great
reason to praise God for his holy Sabbath day. I
would not part with it for worlds. O, blessed day ;
sweet to my taste. T sometimes hear others call the
Sabbath a yoke of bondage. I feel to pity.such. I
would recommend to them to prove God in the ob-
servance of the Sabbath according to Isa. lviii, 13;
then if they find it a bard law I shall be greatly mis-
taken.

I am alone in the observance of the Sabbath here,
no one being nearer than Waukau, four miles distant.

We were favored with a call from Brn. Waggoner
and Steward in the Spring,and last week Brn. Lough-
borough and Cornell visited us. May God bless
them abundantly.

AsnAEL CHAPMAN.

Eurcka, Winnebago Co., Wis., July 18th, 1853,

From Bro, Robinson. d

Dear Bro. Waire:—I wonld like to say a few
words through the Review by way of encouragement
to my brethren and sisters in the Lord, and tell them
what he is doing for us here in Sandy Creek, Boyl-
ston and Lorain. As many as can, meet together
once in two weeks. Within the last four weeks, sev-
en have confessed the truth, and others that are not
yet identified with us are convinced that we have
the trath, especially that the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord our God.

Last Sabhath and First-day Bro. Lawrence was with
ng. The Spirit of the Lord attended the word spo-
ken, and there were hearts to receive it. After pube
lic meeting, on First-day, six willing souls went fore
ward in the ordinance of baptism. The Spirit of the
Lord rested upon us while at the water side, particu~
larly upon those that went forward. Bro. Lawrence,
with the brethren and sisters, then returned to the
place of meeting to further attend to the ordinances of
the Lord’s house. We had a melting time.

Dear brethren and sisters, I feel that it is time that
we were living wholly to the Lord. How careful
should we be to have every word we speak be for the
glory of God, that we may present our bodies a Jiv-
ing sacrifice, holy acceptable unto him, which is our
reasonable service, While I write these lines, my
mind is directed to some of the sayings of Jesns, Af-
ter giving the signs which should come to pass before
his second advent, he says, take heed to yourselves
lest at any time yonr hearts be overcharged with sur-
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foiting, drunkenness and caves of this life, and so that
day come upon you unawares. Let us watch and
pray that we may be accounted worthy to escape all
these things that shall come to pass, and stand before
the Son of man.
Your brother, striving for the kingdom,
ALperT H. RoBInsoN.
Sandy Creek, N. Y., Aug. 16th, 1853,

L _ _______ ______ _ N———
THE REVIEW AND HERALD.
ROCHESTER, FIFTH.DAY, SEPT. 8, 1853
Have any of the Rulers and Pharisees
belleved on Him 3

Tue question was asked in the days of the First
Advent, “have any of the rulers or the Pharisees be-
lieved on him ?” as if this intelligence might inspire
in them more confidence to inquire relative to the doc-
trines then promulgated by the Saviour in the open-
ing of the Gospel dispensation, and now in the close
of the Gentile, or Glospel age, and the preparatory
scenes of the judgment, questions of the same import
are often asked. Few, if acy of the brethren and sis-
ters have escaped the inguiry, “Who believe and teach
your views 2 Are there.any learned ministers preach-
ing the seventh-day Sabbath,and coming of the Lord ?”
As these questions are very similar in character, they
must be prompted by the samne cause; viz, igno-
rance in understanding to whom God has entrusted
knowledgo of the things pertaining te the kingdom.

But it is not surprising that we should be thus in-
terrogated, when we consider the moral darkness
that enshrouds. the mental vision of the world. Dark-
ness covers the-earth and gross darkness the people.
This is plainly described in God’s Word. A few
texts to the point will be sufficient. “ But evil men
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving,
and being deceived.” 2 Tim, iii, 13. Compare this
with Chap. iv, 3,4, “For the time will comne, when
they will not endure sound doctrine ; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; and they shall turn away their
cars from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables,”
(Such as the temporal Millenium, immortality out of
Christ, probation after the Second Advent, no-devil,
&c., with other fables. which we have not space to
mention.) While these false teachers of the last days
are preaching for hire, and are making merchandise
of the Gospel of Christ, their followers are seen, as
described by inspiration, so entranced with the pop-
ular preaching of the present time, that many of them
turn sway in derision, when God’s truth is plainly
presented. This is the lJuamentable state of the greater
portion of professed Christians. Are they not there-
by judging themselves unworthy of eternal life?
2 Pet. i, 1~3. “ But there were false prophets also
amoug the people, even as there shall be false teach-
ers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them,
and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And
many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason
of whom the way of the truth shall be evil spoken of.
And throngh covetousness shall they with feigned
words make merchandise of you: whose judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation
slumbercth not.”

Theso passages are too plain and descriptive to need
comment. Tt is evident that while error is prosper-
ing, it is also esteemed above the saving truth of God,
which is trampled under foot. “The prophets proph-
esy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means;
and my people love to have it so: and what will ye
do in the end thereof?” Jer. v, 3. “And there
shall be like people, like priest: and I will punish
them for their ways, and reward them their doings.”
‘Hos. iv, 9. God pronounces a woe upon those that “‘eat
the lambs out of the floek,” and ¢ put far away the evil
day,” and upon them “that chant to the sound of the
viol, and invent themselves instruments of musie,
like David.” Amos vi, 3-5.

Never until since the proclangtion of the near com-

ing of our Saviour have the Protestant churches de-
pended on instrumental music to assist in their form-
al worship as at the present day. Some societies have
almost an entire band. Is this singing with the spir-
it and understanding, making melody in their hearts ?
The Spirit of God has left them, and nothing remains
but an empty sound, as lifeless as the funeral knell of
the departed dead. * Take thou away from me the noise
of thy songs ; for I will not hear the melody of thy
viols.,” Amos v, 23. Who can fail to see from the signs
of the times that Babylon has fallen, to rise no more ?
The Lord has spoken, who can but prophesy.

Much more might be said in regard to the moral
darkness of both priest and people, but lest I trespass
on the space that belongs to others mare eompetent
than smyself, I shall proceed to answer the first ques-
tion seripturaily.

For the answer, first, read Matt. xi, 25. “ At that
time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O, ¥a-
ther, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast
hid these things from the wise and prndent, and hast
revealed them unto babes.”  Read, also, James ii, 5.
“Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen
the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the
kingdom which he hath promiged to them that love
him? But yc have despised the poor. Do not rich
men oppress you, and dvaw you before the judgment.
seats 77 When we understand this epistle as apply-
ing to the scatfered rewmmant, as it evidenily does to
those who are looking for the near coming of the
Lord, the importance of the Janguage will be more
plainly understood. These questions imply affirn-
ative answers, and refer to the last days. What
is the condition of the poor, now as it regards their
privilege of worshipin the churches ? Answer : in many
instances the rich monopolize all the seats in their
synagogues, allowing the poor to sit in some corner, or
stay at home. ITcar God by the prophet Amos, “ That
we may buy the poor for silver, and the ncedy for a
pair of shoes.”  Amos viii, 6. And farther than this,
they have exalted themselves, saying, I sit asa queen
and shall see no sorrow; but will be found, finally,
with the sin in their skirts of dealing in slaves and the
souls of men. Rev. xviii, 13.

The long-suffering of God is not to last always.—
Soon the vials of his wrath must be poured out ; for
Babylon has fallen, and her sins have reached unto
heaven. “Come out of her my people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of
her plagues.” Rev. xviii, 4. She is now filling up
her cup of abomination by receiving the spirits of
devils, working miracles, which are now encircling
the earth, to gather the mighty host of Satan to the
great battle of Ged Almighty. Seek the Lord while
he may be found, belicve the testimony of the
apostles and prophets, and keep all his command-
ments pure. “And God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confonnd the wise; and God
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound
the things which are mighty ; And base things of the
world, and things which are despised, hath God cho-
sen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought
things that are; That no flesh should glory in his
presence.”” 1 Cor. i, 27-29. God is no respecter of
persong, and he will hear the small as well as the
great. Deut. i, 17,

Looking for the blessed Hope, E. R. Spamax.
Rochester, Aug., 1853.

e ——

" Many questions have been asked by corres-
pondents which we have not been able ta answer by
letter or through the Review for want of time aud
strength to do so. We have done all in our power to

do. No.one should conclude that we willingly neg-
lect them.

————
From Bro. Reed.

Bro. Waire, Dear Sir:—1 notice in the Review
for Aug. 11th, that you received & letter nat ‘post
paid. 1t was not so intended, as I was abgent from
home when the letter was gent to the Office. and the
Fostage was not paid. I, therefore, enclose one dollar
or your Kindness in sending me your-paper, and'hope
it wall be satisfaotorily reccived.

I think I can sell some tracts for yeu in this place,

as there,aro some who keep the commandments of
the Bible, and are solicitous to read some works
on the subject. If you will send me some I will try
and sell them for you, and return the moncy.

Your brother in Christ, Hirax V. Reen.

Rosendale, Wis., Aug. 1853,

Tuts explanation is perfectly satisfactory. God
bless the good brother who really acts the part of a
Christian. We send him one dollar’s worth of tracts
by Mail, exclusive of the postage, which we pay. Eb.

—————

New Works,

SiaNs or THE TiMEs. This is a Workof 124 pages, showing
that the Second Coming of Christ is at the doors; and that
Spirit Manifestations are a foretold sign that the day of God's
wrath hasteth groatly.

This ia a book of facts for the people, and should be widely
circulated. We have done our duty in preparing it; and
now the friends of truth are called upon to give it a circula~
tion. Thousands are in danger of being caught in the fatal
snare of Spiritualism for want of o seriptuxal view of the
heresy. This we have endeavored to give.

Trme AxD Poopnecy.~This is the title of n bosutiful Po-
em with notes of explanation, from the pen of L;o. Uriah

Smith. It is now ready—I120 pages, well-Yound—25 cents
5 centa.

R
8727 We bave just received a quantity of Storrs’ six sor-
mons, &e., on the iminortality question. We have obtained
themn to accommodato those brothren who are seeking tho
trath on this subjoct. Prico—in Pamphlet form—15 cents
~—postage 2 eents—in papor form—>5 cents—postage 1 cont,
e ——.—

I Ix Vol. T1I, No. 3, 850 is receipted to Jesso Thomp-
son for Printing Materials, of which he has been able to pay
sbout $25. Bro. Menry Lyon of Plymouth, Mich., makes up
the other $25.

Appointments.

Provioesce permitting, we will hold o Confereunce at
Potedam, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., where Bro. J. Byington
wmay appoint, September, 34 and 4th.

Also, wo will hold a Conference at Stowe, V't., at the Union
Meeting House, to commence September 9th, at 1o,clock P.
M., and hold soveral days.

Ve will also hold meotings with the DBrethren in DBoston
and vivinity, September 17 and 18th.  We hope to spond one
Sabbath in cach of the following places: Dartmouth, Spring-
ficld Now York, Washington, New Haven or Panton, Vt., and
Chewplain, N. Y. Appointments will be given in senson,

James Wa1TE,

The Bra. at Clarkson, N. Y., have appointed a meeting at
that place, Sept. 10th and 11th, for Bro. J. N. Loughborough.
They talk of having a Grove Meoting.

e ———
Lettevs.

L. J. Richmond, II. C. Pierce, S. W. Rhodes, Geo. Storrs 2,
L. Martin, C. B. Preston, F. J. Stevens, Wm. 8. Ingraham,
W. M. Smith, II. C. Crumb, T. B. Mead, P. E. Drew, B. Clark,
H. C. Mason, J.P. Kellogg, M. E. Cornell, C. 0. Taylor, C.
Dodgo, 0. Nichols, J. Bates.

Reeelpts,

I. Camp, E Boardsley, W. Hodgman, II. V. Reed, 0. P.
Hull, J. Catlin, J. G. Yoy, S. B. Clampou, each 81.

A. Hart, 8. Corbit, J. W. McCarty, ¥. Buck, D. A. Watson,
8. T. Cranson, each 25 cents.

F. Strong 85; 0. Roymond $2; Wm. Cook, J. Ludding-
ton, N, Lawmphear, ench 50 cents; P, Gibson 82,75 cents; J.
Y. Wileox 70 cents.

e —————————
AGENTS,

Tne following is a list of Agcnts whose duty it shall bo to
forward the names and address (in plain writing) of all who
should receive the Review ; also, to give information of such
to whom it should be discontinned. And to receive the frec-
will offerings of their Brethren and Sisters for tho support of
the Revicw and other publications, and forward them to this
Office. Tho traveling Brethren are also golicited to act as

agents
MAINE. II. Gardner, Panton

N. N. Lun Portland. | 8. \Vlllo;j Wheelock
S. W, Flanders, Canaan. CONNECTICUT.
Cyfritm Stovons, Paris. | E LHCbhamberlain Mdtowen.
£. Howland, Topsham. | A. Belden, Kensington.
W. T. Heoniford, Orrington. NEW YORK.
Wm, Dryast, Wilton. | W. S. Ingrahatn, Bath.

NEW HAMPSHIRE. | A.Rosg, Caughdenoy.
J. Stowell, Washington. | David Upson, M‘zarzlnud,
S. Buanel, Claremont. | R. F. Cottrell, Mill Grove.

MASSACHUSETTS. | John Wager,  Orangeport.
H. Flower, Ashfield. | L. Carponter, swego.
0. Nichols, Dorchester. | A. . Robinson, Sandy Creek.
Q. Dayis, N. Fairhaven. | E. A, Poole, Lincklaen.
I\’;; Pagrm,b < Ware. :}'ohA Longhhead, Elmira.

m. Saxby, Spring flakd. n Hawetlton, Fredonia.

VERMOIgT. MICHIGAN.
R. Loveland, Johnson. | Albert Avery, Locke.
IL Binghaw,  Morrictown | J. P. Kellogg, Tyrone.
8. H. Peck, Wolcott. |- Tra Gardnar, ergennes.
Lewis Bean, Hardawrick. | David Howett, Battle Creek.
II. A. Churchill, Stowe. | Isaiah Rathbone, Eagle Lake
E. P. Butler, Waterbury. | C. 8. Glover, %uan.
Josiah Hart, Northfield. | A.B.Peaxsall, Grand Kapids
R. G. Loockwoed, Wailsfield. | A. 4. Dadge, ackson,
W. Morse, East Bethel, | W M. Smith “
L. Titus, E. Charlston.|  PENNSYLVANIA.
Alonzo i'oeo, Derby Line. | M. L. Dean, Ulyseon.
| E. Everts, Vergennes.




