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RETIREMENT.

Comg, escape from the tempests of life,
From the world to the desert retire ;

Quit this region of tumult and strifo,
T'o rekindlo the heavenly fire.

Poor pilgrim! thy strongth must be sought
In the heart-broathing nccents of prayor;
Yun public tho battle be fuught,
But in seoret thy weapons prepare.

Oh, rest from thy labors awhilo;

Go alone, on the mount, with thy Lord ;
Go bagk in the beam of lix sinile,

And feed on the wealth of his Word.

AN APPEAL
For the Restoration of the Bible Sabbath, in an
address to the Baptists, from the Seventh-day

Baptist General Conference.

‘WHEN we look over your large and influential
denomination, we find that, in reference to the
subject upon which we now address you, you are
divided into about three classes. I. Those who,
acknowledging the perpetuity of the Sabbath law,
enforce the observance of the Sabbath by the
fourth commandment, but change the day of its
celebration from the seven'h to the first day of the
week. IL Those who see the impossibility of prov-
ing a change of the day, and therefore regard the
commandment as abolished by the death of Christ.
Bat, at the same time, they consider the first day
of the week as an institution entively new, to be
regulated as to its observance wholly by the New
Testament. IIL Those who consider neither the
Old nor the New Testament to impose any obli-
gation upon them to observe a day of rest; and
advocate one merely upon the ground of expe-
diency.

I. To those of you who acknowledge the obliga-
tion of a Sabbath, bat change the day of its cele-
bration from the seventh to the first day of the
week,we would say, that while from tle law only you
infer any obligation to sabbatize at all, yet make
the particular time of sabbatizing to stand upon
New ‘lestament authority, we do not see how
you can relieve yourselves from the charge of de-
%artil_'-g from the great principle contended for by

aptists, viz., That whatever is commanded by an
institution, is to be learned from the Jaw of the in-
stitution, and not from other sources, On this
principle, you reject the logic of Pedobaptists, who,
while they find the ordinance of baptism in the
New Testament, go back to the law of circumcis-
ton to determine the subjects. You tell them, and
very justly too, that the law of the institution is
the only rule of obedience. But do vou not fall
into the same error when the argument has respect
to the Sabbath? We can see 10 more fitness in
applying the law of the Sabbath to the first day
-of the week, than in applying the law of circum-
cision to the subjects of baptism. For the law of
circumeision was not more oxpressly confined to:
the fieshly seed of Abrahar, than was the law of
the Sabbath to the seventh day of the week. The
true principle is, that every.institution is to be ex-

ing on ns, the law to regulate its observance should
‘be looked for where we find the institufion. Be
pleased, brethren, to review this argument, and.

{ they considered the new as a substitute for the old;

. | Christ? No where. The argument that proves the
plained and regalated by its.own law. . Therefore, |

if the first day of the weok is an institution bind-{of the day. Did the Sabbath law originate in Par-

| a Redeemer? So did the day. It was then sanc-
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see if you are not treading on Pedobaptist ground.

In justification of this change of the day, we of-
ten hear you plead the exampie of Qhrist and his
apostles. But where do we find anything to this
effect in their example? Did the apostles sabba-
tize on the first day of the week ? Did the church-
es which were organized by them doso? Observe,
the question between you and us is Nor, Did they
meet together and hold. worship on that day ? Bur,
Did they sabbatize ? that is, Did they rest from
their labor on the first day of the week? Did
they observe it As a Sabbath? This is the true is-
suo. We have often asked this question, but the
only answer that we havereceived hasbeen, that they
assembled for worship. But this is not acandid way
of meeting the point. Itis in reality an answer to a
very different question from the one we ask. Breth-
ren, act out your principles. Come up fairly to the
question. When you ask a Pedobaptist, Did Christ
baptize or authorize the baptism of little children ?
vou expect him to make some other reply than,
* I put his hands on them and prayed.” When
you ask, Did the apostles baptize unconscious
babes? you are not well pleased with the reply,
They baptized houscholds. Your question was
with regard to infants—the baptism of them. If,
therefore, when we ask you, Did the apostles and
primitive Christians sabbatize on the first day of
the week? you merely reply as above, we do not
see but you are guilty of the very same sophistry
you are so willing to charge upon your I’edo%aptist
brethren. Your adroit evasion of the real question
seems to place you much in the same predicament
as were the PPharisees, when Christ asked them
whence was the baptism of John. It appears as
if you reasoned with yourselves, and said, “If we
shall say they did sabbatize on the first day of the
week, the evidence will be called for, and we can-
not find it; but if we shall say they did not, we fear
the day will lose its sacredness in the eyes of the
people.” We do not by any means wish to charge
you with a Pharisaic lack of principle, but we put
it to your sober judgment, whether your position
is not an awkward one. Brethren, reconsider this
point, and see if you are not on Pedobaptist
ground.

If the apostles did not sabbatize on the first day
of the week, then it follows, as a matter of course,
that whatever notoriety or dignity belonged to
that day, they did not regard it as a substi-
tate for the Sabbath. Consequently, unless the
Sabbath law was entirely abrogated by the death
of Christ, the old Sabbath, as instituted in Par-
adise, and rehearsed from Sinai, continues yet
binding, as *the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.

But more than this. Even if it conld be prov-’
ed, that the apostles and primitive Christians did
actually regard the first day of the week asa
Sabbath, it would not follow that the old Sabbath
is no longer in force, unless it could be proved that

or, that so far as the particular day was concern-
ed, it was of a ceremonial character. But where
do we find proof for either of these points? In the
whole record of the transactions -and teachings of
the apostles, where do we find this idea of substi-
tution ¥ No where. Where do wefind evidence that,
so far as the particular day was concerned, it was
ceremonial, and therefore to cease at the death of

Sabbath law not to be eeremonial, proves the same

adise, when man' was innocent, and had no need of

tified and blessed. Does the Sabbath law take cog-

nizance of the relation on which all the precepts
of the moral law are founded, viz., the relation we
sustain to God as creatures to a Creator? So does
the day. It is a memorial of this relation, and of
the rest entered into by God after he, by his work,
had established the relation. It app ars, then,
that neither the Sabbath law, nor the day it en-
joins, was of & ceremonial character. True, it is
not moral, in the strictest sense, but rather positive.
Nevertheless, by divine appointment it is in the same
category with the moral law, and must be covsid-
ed a part of it. If this reasoning is corrcct-—and
if it is not, we hope you will point it out—it would
not follow that the old Sabbath is done away, be-
cause Christ and his apostles sabbatized on the
first day of the week; bat only that there are two
Sabbaths instead of one.

But could Christ or his apostles consistently al-
ter the law of the Sabbath? In all his ministry,
Christ acted under the appointment of the Father,
and according to such restrictions as were contain-
ed in the law and the prophets. By those vestric-
tions, no laws were to be set aside at his coming,
except such as were pecaliar to the Jewish econo-
my ; such as “ meats, and drinks, and divers wash-
ings, and carnal ordinances, imposed until the time
of reformation.” Heb. ix, 10. Toset aside these, the
law gave the Messiah an express grant. Heb. x, 9.
But the very moment he should attempt to go be-
yond the limits of that grant,he would destroy all evi-
dence of his being the Messiah promised and appoint-
ed. Forit was by his exact conformity to the law,that
his claims were established. Hence, early in his min-
istry, he declared that he “came not to destroy
the law or the prophets.”’ Matt. v, 17. Most cheer-
fully do we recognize him as God over all, and
blessed forever; yet we are well satisfied that, even
in virtue of his divinity, he could not consistently set
aside any laws except those which were “a shad-
ow of things to come.” Otherwise we should have
God denying himself—God contradicting himself |
The New Testarent records not a single instance
of his claiming a right to do so. When he avow-
ed himself Lord of the Sabbath, he only claimed
to determine what was the proper method of keep-
ing it—what were breaches of it, and what were
not. The Sabbath was made for man, and con-
sequently it was his prerogative to decide what
acts and duties answered to the nature and design
of the institution. Zherefore, The Son of man is
Lord of the Sabbath. Mark ii, 28.

In regard to the obligation resulting from apos-
tolic example, it appears to us that you have fal-
len into some errors, We are not convinced that
the example of the apostles can be justly pleaded
for any thing else than the order and arrangement
of the chnrcﬁ. However proper it may be to im-
itate them in other respects—in the duties of the
moral law, for instance—yel, if it were not known
to be proper, independent of their examp!e, we oan-
not suppose their example would make it so. We
must first ascertain, by some settled and mhfall{b]e
rule, whether their practice is worthy of imitation.
In regard to the ordering of church affairs, there
can be no doubt, for they were sent upon thisvery
errand, with the promise of the Holy Spiit to
qualify them for the work. Bat the Sabbath is
not a church ordinance. It is not an institution
for the church as such, but for all mankind. ~All
reasoning with reference to 1t from appstolnci ex-
ample, must therefore be very inconclusive, Even
it we should admit that the church is bound by
such example to regard the first day of the week.
vet thisis the utmost extent to which our admis
sions can go. We cannot see how the institutior
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becomes biuding upon the world at large. Conse-
quently, we are compelled to maintain, that an in-
stitution which wus originally given for all man-
kind, remains unaltered. We are willing that the
example and practice of the apostles should regu-
late LEe church as to its ordinances and govern-
ment, and herein we claim to follow them as strict-
ly as yon do; but when they are pleaded for any
thing more, we want first to know whether: they
conform to the express law of God. Otherwise we
must consider them as no more binding than an
apostle's quarrel with Barnabas.  Acts xv, 39.

If this argument is well founded, we are led to

a very satisfactory disposal of a question often pro-
posed, viz, Why do we never read in the New
Testaraent of Christian assemblies being convened
as such on the Sabbath? For if the Sabbath be
not a church ordinance, but an institution for man-
kind at large, it can be of no importance for us to
know what Christian assemblies as such did with
regard to it. All that is of real importance for us
to know, is the precise bearing of the institution
upon man &s man—upon man as a rational and
accountable creature. On this point the informa-
tion is clear and decisive.

The controversy between us and yon appears to
be brought down to a very narrow compass. Did
the Apostles and primitive Christians sabbatize on
the first day of the week? And, is it the duty of
all men to imitate their example, or only the Church?
If, upon a solemn and prayerful consideration of
this subject, you are persuaded that there is no
proof that the early Christians regarded the first
day as a Sabbath, (substituted in the place of the
seventh,) and will honestly avow your conviction,
we have no fear that the controversy will be pro-
longed. For, should you still be of the opinion
that some sort of notoriety was attached to the
day, and that Christians met for worship, we shall
not be very solicitous to dispute the point. The
apostolic rule, “ Let every man be fully persuaded
in his own mind,” will then governns. See Rom.
xiv, 5, 6. Our concérn is not that you keep the
first day of the week, but that you keep it in place
of the-Sabbath, thus making void the command-
ment of God. If once you discover, that Sunday
is not the Sabbath by divine appointment, and
therefore cannot be enforced upon the conscience,
we are persuaded that your deep sense of the ne-
cessity of such an institution, will soon bring
you to the observance of the one originally ap-
pointed.

1I. But we proceed to address those of you who
regard the sabbatic law as having been nailed to
the cross, and constder the first day of the week as
an institution entirely new, regulated as toits ob-
servance wholly by the New Testament,

You, whom we now address, are exempt from
some of the inconsistencies which we have expos-
ed; but yonr theory labors under very serious dif-
ficulties, and is to be regarded, on the whole, as
more obnoxious to the interests of religion, than
the one we have been considaring.

According to your position; the New Testament
recognizes no Sabbath at all. Do not start at this
charge. That it is repugnant to your feelings, we
allow. You have never thought of any thing else
than entire abstinence from labor on the flrst day
of the week. It is your day of rest, as well as wor-
ship. But on what ground do you make it a day
of rest? What example have you for doing so?
What law of the New Testament regnires you to
lay aside all your secular business? As sin'is the
transgression of the law, and where no law is there
is no transgression, [1 John iii, 4 ; Rom. iv, 15,]
how do you make it appear to be sin to work on
the day in question? It is by the commandment
that sin becomes exceeding sinful. Rom. vii, 18,
By what commandment do you make it appear
ginful to work on Sunday? These are questions of
the highest importance.

Now suppose one of your brethren attends pub-
lic_worship on the first day of the week, and—to
make his conformity to what is supposed to be
apostolic example as perfect as possible—partici-
pates in the breaking of bread. He then goes
home, and Iabors diligently till the day is closed.
By what law will you convince him of sin? Not

the law of the Sabbath as contained in the Deca-
logue, for that you hold tobe abolished. Not any
law of the New Testament which says, “ Keep the
first day of the week lioly; in it thou shalt not do
any work,” for there is no such law. ~ Not the law
of apostolic example, for there is no proof that the
apostles ever gave such example. The very ut-
most that you can with any show of reason pre-
tend of their example is, that they met together
for worship and breaking of bread. = To this exam-
ple your brother has conformed to the very letter
—who can say he has 10t in spirit also? What
now will you do with him? “The Bible, and the
Bible only, is the religion of Protestants.” The
Bible, therefore, is the Rule by which he is to
‘be tried.  Conviet him of sin by this Rule, if yon
can.

But the case becomes still more difficult,when yon
come to apply it to those who are without the pale
of the church. We have already seen that apostolic
example concerns nerely the ordering and arrange-
ment of the churckh. Attempt now to convince the
unbeliever of sin in working on the first day of the
week. In order to do this, charge apostolic exam-
ple upon him. What is his reply ¢ “I know not,”
says he, “ that I am bound to imitate them in this
matter. How does it appear that I am? 1 will
admit, for argument’s sake, that they celebrated
the resurrection on Sunday by religious worship;
but they also broke bread and partook of it by way
of celebrating his death. If their example binds
me in one particular, why not in the other? Irove
to me,” says he, ‘“ that any but the church assem-
bled on the first day for worship, and I will do so
too. But in the absence of all such proof, I must
conclude that their example has nothing to do with
me; unless, indeed, you can make it appear, that
their example and practice were in conformity to
some law, which commanded them as rational
creatures, independent of their relation to Christ
and his church. When you can produce that law,
then I shall feel bound to obey it, and imitate the
apostles in their obedienee Lo it; but not till then.”
Such is the reasoning by which an unteliever nay
set aside all your attempts to charge sin upon him.
Where, brethren, is your law which, like a barbed
arrow, pierces the very soul, and fgstens guilt up-
on ,the conscience? Where is that law which
speaks out its thunders, saying, “Thus saith the
Almighty God, the Lord, the Maker of heaven and
earth, It is the Sabbath day; in it thou shalt not
do any work %2 To throw aside the law, which
cuts and flames every way, reaching soul and spir-
it, joints and marrow, in order to deal with the un-

odly by mere apostolic example, is like muffling
the sword, lest it should give a deadly wound,
Ag)oetolic example s indeed powerful with those
whose hearts have been made tendér by the Spir-
it of God, but with others powerless,

‘We are persuaded, brethren, that your conscien-
tious scruples about laboring on the first day of the
woek, never resulted from the mere contemplation
of agosw]ic example. Such example, it is true, is
all the law you acknowledge; but this is the theo-
ry you have adopted since you came to maturity,
and began to think for yourselves. Your scruples
have an earlier and different origin. They com-
menced with your childhood, when you were taught
to consider the day as holy time. It was then
carefully instilled into your mind, that God had,
by express law, forbidden you to desecrate the day,
and that you would incur his displeasure in case

ou should do so. The idea was then imbibed, that
if you did not keep the day, you would violate the
fourth commandment. This idea has grown with
our growth, and strengthened with your strength,
{t has obtained such commanding influence over
our feelings, that you cannot comfortably forbear
eeping & g:y of rest, though your theory does not
require it. Even to this day a strong impression
rests upon your minds, that the fourth command-
ment contains much of meral excellence—too much
to be thrown altogether away, notwithstanding your
system of theology teaches its abrogation. ~Such
is the true secret of your tenderness of conscience,
Apostolic_example has in reality nothing to do

with it. Following the secret monitions of eon-
sclence, your prosperity is promoted in spite of your

theological system. “But sound reason discovers,
that yonr experience and your theory are in oppo-
sition to each other. Some of the more thinking
ones among you are aware of this, and are contin-

‘ually aimsing at such a modification of their theory,

‘that’ their experience will harmonize with it. But
be assured, that there will be an everlasting con-
flict, till you are brought to acknowledge fully and
heartily the claims of the sabbatic Jaw. .

We are aware of that system of theology which
regards the New Testament as furnishing the only
code of laws by which men are bound since the
death of Christ. We have looked at this doctrine
with attention; and so far as the order, govern-
ment, and ordinances of the church are concerned,
we admit its truth. As the laws and ordinances
of the Jewish church were determined by the 0ld
Testament, 8o the laws and ordinances of the Chris-
tian church -are determimed solely by the New
Testament. Therefore, we would say at once, the
argument js yours, if the Sabbath were a church
olt:ginance.‘ In such case, however, none but the
church has a Sabbath. But the question is not
concerning church ordinances. In these we follow
the New Testament as closely as yourselves. The
question is concerning an institution which has res.
pect to mankind at large—to man as man; for
the Savionr teaches us that the Sabbath was made
Jor man. Now, it will be a very hard matter tc
prove, that when men as rational creatures are con-
cerned, the only code of laws by which they are
bound is the New Testament. Let us put the mat-
ter to the test. How will you prove that it is uu-
lawful for a man to marry his sister, his daughter,
or any other of near kin? The New Testament
utters not a word on the subject. It is not enough
to say, It is implied in the law which forbids adul-
tery ; for it must first be proved to be a species of
adultery to do so. Nor will it do tosay, The com-
mon sense of mankind is a sufficient law on the
subject ; for the moment we suppose that its unlaw-
fulness is to be determined in this way, we aban-
don the argument that the New Testament is the
only code of laws, and resort to the comnmon sense
of mankind as furnishing a part of the code. But
if the commen sense of mankind shall furnish a
part of the code by which we are bound, who
shall undertake to say how large a part? Besides,
on this principle, the book of divine revelation is
not complete and perfect. It is a lamp to our feet
only in part, and the common sense of mankind
ma. out the deficiency! You are, therefore,
driven to take your stand again upon the New Tes-
tament. Finding you there again, we repeat the
question, How do you prove by your comlmt a
man may not marry his sister? It is impossible.
You must, of necessity, look to that division of the
Scriptures usually called the Old Testament; for
the New says not one word about it.

Let us turn now to the 18th chapter of the book
of Leviticus, and we shall find a collection of Jaws
exactly to the point. “None of you shall approach
to any that is near of kin to him,” &c. Verse 6.
The degrees of kindred are then expressly marked.
Will itﬁ objected, that these laws were given
%articularly to the Jews, and to no other people ?

e admit they were given to the Jews, as indeed
was the whole system of revelation in that age;
but we cannot admit that they concerned no other
class of people. For it is expressly shown in that
chapter, that the matters of which they took cog-
nizance, were regarded as abominations in the Gen-
tiles. Because of such things, the fierce wrath of
Jehovah came down upon the Canaanites, and they
were cast out from the land as loathsomeness.
Verses 24, 30. If these things were viewed as
abominable in the Canaanites, they surely were not

ceremonial pollutions. They were not mere Jew-
ish laws. The fallacy of the doctrine is therefore
sufficiently exposed.

We think you have fallen into error concerning
the nature and design of that division of the Scri
tures commonly called the New Testament. VS;:
regard it not as the Zaw Book of mankind, in the
strict and proper sense; but rather as a Z'reatise on
Justification, or an Kzpose of the Way of Salva-

tiom, 1n which are contained such references to the
law, and such quotations from it, as are necessary
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to the complete elucidation of the subject. The
preparation of this treatise was of necessity delayed
until the great Sacrifice for sin had been offered,
and our High Priest had entered iuto the holy
place. For, as the sacrifice and intercession of our
High Priest coustitute the sole foundation of our
justification, so “the way into the holiest of all was
not yet made manifest, while the first tabernacle
was yet standing.” Heb. ix, 8. So much of the
plan of salvation was illustrated to the peo‘i)le, as
could be by means of the ritual service; and that,

ther with the prophecies, laid & foundation for
them to believe that, in some way or other, they
would be just before God. So that by faith the
patriarchs were justified. IIcb. xi. They knew it
was to be somehow through the work of Him who
was typified and promised as the great Redeemer.
But they could not understand the plan until the
Redeemer came and died for them,

Because this expose of the way of salvation could
not be made until after the death of the High
Priest, therefore it was not proper to organize gos-
pel churches. The only church that was suitable
for that age was found in the Jewish nation, and
from its very nature was unfit for the world at large.

It was, therefore, confined to that people. More-
over, because it was not proper to organize gospel
churches until the way of salvation was fully laid
open, it was also not proper to lny down the Jaws
and ordinances of the church until that time. This
accounts for the laws of the church being found
only in the New Testament.

Now, if the New Testament is to be regarded as
an exhibition of the way of salvation, with such
references to the Old as are necessary for the elu-
cidation of the subject, rather than as the Law
Book for mankind at large, the idea that the Sab-
bath ought not to be loogked for in the Old Tes-
tament falls to the gronnd. Nevertheless, to some
minds it appears strange, that while the New Tes-
tament writers mention all the other duties of the
Decalogue, this of Sabbath-keeping is apparently
omitted. In speaking of the sins of which Chris-
tians were guilty before their conversion, not one
word is said about Sabbath-breaking, though upon
other sins they dwell with emphasis. But this ad-
mits of a very easy solution. Those writers ad-
dressed two classes of converts—those from amoug
the Jews, and those from among the Gentiles. As
to the forner, they were already rigid to an extreme
in keeping the Sabbath. All that was necessary to
do in their case, was to vindicate the institution
from Pharisaic austerities, and determine what was
lawful to be done, and what was not lawful. This
was done by Christ. But as lor the Gentile con-
verts, to charge them with having been guilty of
the sin of Sabbath-breaking in their state of heath-
enism, would have been manifest impropriety. For
the Sabbath being for the most part a positive
vather than a moral precept, it could not be known
without a revelation. But as the Gentiles had no
revelation, this is a good reason why the Apostle
dwelt not upon this sin, to charge it upon them
but only upon those which were more obviously
breaches of the Moral Law. Thus it appears, there
was no necessity for any more particular mention
of the Sabbath to be made in the New Testament
than what is made.

But it is not our object in this Address to cover
the whole field of arﬁument. ‘Wa design simply, by
presenting some of the strong poiats, and exposing
your inconsistencies, to stir up your attention to the
subject. We are sure that the great majority of
i‘ou have never given it a thorough investigation.

or a complete discussion of the whole ground, we
refer to our publications. Will you read them?
Will you anxiously inquire, What is trath? Wil
you pray over the matter, saying, * Lord, what wilt
ghou have us to do#”  Or, will yousleep overit, as
if it were of no great practical importance ?

III. But we must address that class of Baptists
who consider neither the Old nor the New Testa-
ment to i‘;:ro” any obligation to observe a day of
rest, and advocate one merely on the ground of ex-
pediency, In some scotions of our country, Bap-
tists would consider it almost a slander upon their
denomination to intimate that there were persons
among them of such antisabbath principles. But

any oune who is couversant with the order at large,
kuows very well that it is true. There are those who
boldly avow such doctriue, and mauy others who
do not deny that it is their real sentiment, though
they ars not forward to proclaim it upon the house-
tops. Whether this class embraces a very large
proportion of the denomination, it is not necessary
to inquire. It is our impression, that the propor-
tion is sufficiently large to justify an effort for their
conversion to right views of Divine Truth,

If there is no day of rest enjoined by divine au-
thority, and the observance of one rests wholly upon
expedicney, We see no reason, except that the voice
of the multitude is against it, why you cannot as
well observe the seventh as the first day of the
week. There would be no sacrifice of conscience
in so doing, while it would be = tribute of respect
to those who feel that the keeping of the seventh
day is an indispensable part of duty. But it is not
on this principle, particulurly, that we desire you
to change your ground. Feeling that it is not our
party that must be honored, but rather déivine truth,
and our party only for the sake of the truth, we
would much rather correct your doctrinal views,

Of course, you do not deny that a day of rest
was once enjoined upon God’s chosen people. It
is only under the gospel that you suppose all dis-
tinction of days to be annihilated. Lf, then, it is
expedient that a day of rest should be observed, it
follows irresistibly, that the annihilation of all dis-
tinction in days, by the gospel, was very ineapedi-
ent! And thus, whatever blessings the gospel dis-
pensation brings to the human race, a strict follow-
g out of its principles would be inexpedient !
And, farther, that the law, which enjoined a day of
rest, had more of an eye to expediency than the
gospel has! Consequently, that the gospel, though
declared to be faultless, and capable of perfecting
those who believe, must nevertheless, for exzpedien-
cy’s sake, borrow a little help from the abrogated
rites of the law! In other words, God, in setting
aside a day of rest, committed an oversight, and
left his work for man to mend! Brethren, we see
not how it is possible for you to escape such mon-
strous conclusions. They are the legitimate result
of your principles—principles which you must have
adopted without considering where they would land
you. For we are not disposed to believe you so
completely destitute of piety, as willingly to abide
by the result of them.  We entreat you to re-con-
sider them, and adopt such as are more in accord
ance with the spirit ef our holy religion,

When you advocate the observance of a day of
rest on the ground of expediency, we are persuaded
that you do so in view of the bearing you perceive
it to have upon the well-being of mankind., Dut
still the question will arise, Has the gospel less re-

ard to the well-being of mankind than the law

ad? Look at the humanity of the sabbatic insti-
tution. Ilow necessary that both man and beast
should rest one day in seven. How evident that
they cannot endure uninterrupted toil. How per-
fectly well established, that, if doomed to constant
labor, they sink under the premature cxhaustion of
their powers. 8o well is this established, that we
cannot put such a low estimate upon your judg-
ment 4s to suppose it necessary to enter upon any
proof of it. But the question returns, Does the gos-
pel breathe less humanity than the law? O, con-
sider the bearing of the institution upon the inter-
ests of religion. It affords opportunity for men to
be instructed in the great things which pertain to
their salvation; aud if there were no Sabbath to
call them away from their labors, it would be im-
possible to bring religious instruction into contact
with their minds. Does the gospel afford less ad-
vantage in this respect than the law did? Did the
law provide a season for instructing the people in
religion a8 it then stood ? and does the gospel pro-
vide no season for instructing them in religion as it
now stands? Must they be instructed in types, but
not in the substance 2—in prophecy, but not in the
fulfillment of prophecy ? No one will be respon-
sible for the affirmative of these questions.

If the New Dispensation actually has abrogated
the Sabbath, we do not believe that it is expedient
to observe it. We caunot believe, however, that

an institution so important to the civilization, re-

finement, and religious prosperity of mankind, has
been abrogated. We refer you to our publieations,
and to the publications of those who have, in com-
mon with us, defended the perpetuity of the sabbatic
law ; and we entreat you to re-consider your ground.
The doctrine of expediency ! What a fruitful sonrce
of corruption has it been to the church of God!
There is not an auti-christian, popish abomination,
but what {)leads something of this kind, Do, dear
brethren, let it be expunged from your creed.—.Am.
Sab, Lract, No. 15.

NEW TIME THEORY.

Tue new-time theory of 1854 is producing con-
siderable excitement in many places. Their ad-
vocates have started a paper at Lowell, called The
World’s Crisis. It is rather surprising that so
many intelligent preachers have become advocates
of this theory upon such weak evidences, in com-
parison to the historical facts presented in 1843.
Were it not for multitudes who do not think for
themselves, their arguments would hardly be worth
noticing. Notice a few facts.

1. The time of the papal rule, when the saints,
times and laws were given into his power, is for-
tified. with such a mass of indisputable evidence,
that there is no room for mistake, First, “the
dragon gavehim his power.” This was fulfilled in
A. D. 538, according to the prophecy, by an im-
perial decree from the emperor, Justinian which
constituted the Pope, *“ The head of all the holy
churches.” “ Head of all bishops, and the true and
effective corrector of heretics.” * We therefore de-
cree that the most holy Pope of elder Rome is the
first of all the priesthood.” “The duthenticity of
the title receives unanswerable proof from the edict
in the ¢ Novelle and the ‘annals of Baronius,
the chief Romish ecclesiastical historian.’ "— Ad-
vent Manual. The “Novelle” were “the novel
constitutions of Justinian.,”— Blackstone.

2. The dragon gave him “ his seat,” (Rome) ful-
filled A. . 538, “and great authority,” [Rev. xiii,
2,] fulfilled 540. “The consular power of Rome
was recognized by Justinian “in his luws of 533;
but in 540 he made a rescript of those laws, in
which no recognition of the consular power ex-
ists. So that between 533 and 540 the consular

wer of Rome ceased, and the Pope succeeded.”—

utler's Ch. Hist. “Pope Vigilus was elected a,
p. 537, by an ecclesiastical council, called for the
purpose by the emperor, The next and all suc-
ceeding popes have been eclected without the au-
thority of the Emperors. So that since 538, thé
church of Rome acted independently of the
Emperors.”—Midnight Cry, Vol. IV, p. 196.

3. Notice the time, and the order in which the
papal authority was abolished. In 1708, just 1260
years from the time the Pope received his power,
the papal government of France, the main pillar
of papacy was “abolished,” and all ecclesiastical
domains, such as abbies, monasteries, convents, &c.,
were deemed national property.—Moore's Gazette.
In 1746 the French overran Ituly. In 1798 the
papal government of Italy was abolished. In 1801
a concordat was completed between Napoleon and
the Pope. “The high Catholic party considered
the concordat the destruction of the authority of the
church.”—LZLockhart, Vol. 1. p. 207-8. Alison
says the concordat of July 1801 passed into a law
April 8, 1802, Scott sayx, when its ratifications
were published, “it was singular to behold how
submissively the once proud Nee of Rome lay pros-
trated before the power of Buonaparte.”—Life of
Napoleon Vol. 1, p. 857,

Thus about the same number of years were oc-
cupied in the destruction of the papal supremacy.
Great stress is fixed upon 1809 by the Timcists, as
the time the Pope’s power was taken away. Al-
though the papal government of Italy was de-
stroyed the second time by Napoleon in 1809, yet
the Pope had no power to yield but what he had
before received from Napoleon. Dr. Moore in
1808 says of the papal power, “This power was
gradually diminished until it was fotally extin-
guished by the present Emperor of France.  Since
the accession of Buonaparte to the supreme power

in France, he has wisely judged *hat some religion
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was absolutely necessary to the support of Empire
and has restored the Pope to the nominal anthor-
ity over the ecclesiastical states, and permits him
to hold the keys of St. Peter, under a concordat,
or tenure which he has been pleased to prescribe.”

— Moore’s Gazette, Jan, 1808. O. NicroLs.
Dorchester, Mass.
e — ———————————
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*‘Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
ROCHESTER, THIRD-DAY, MAR. 14, 1854.

THE FAITH OF JESUS.

———

that

“Heve is the patience of the saints; here are the;' L
ov.

keep the commandments of God and the faith of Fesus.’
m“v;ul\g the dragon was wroth with the woman,and went to make
war with the remnant of hor scod, whieh keep the command-
;nl;m;; of Ged, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”” €hap,

We stated in our Jast that it was our designin
this series of articles to call attention to that pertion
of the faith of Jesus which relates to present dnty.

The moral condition of the world and the apostate

church is thns described :—“As it was in the days
of Noah,” % likewisc as it was in the days of Lot,”
“even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man
is revealed.” * When the Son of man cometh, shall
he find faith on the carth ?"—Jesus.
- “This know also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unhely, without
natural affection, truce-breakers, false-accusers, incon-
tinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, trait-
ors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than
lovers of God ; having a form of godliness, but deny-
ing the power thercof: from snch turn away.

For of this sort are they which ereep into houses,
and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led
away with divers lusts; ever learning and never able
to come to a knowledge of the truth, Now as Jan-
nes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also
resist the truth; men of corrupt minds, reprobate
concerning the faith.—Paul.

The standard of piety is lowered into the very
dust, the church is united with an unbelieving world,
in its pride, fashions, love of this present world, its
lusts and sins, yet has a “form of godliness;” and it
is almost impossible to make men feel the importance
of coming up to the high standard of holiness set
forth in the testimony of Christ and the apostles.
Those who shall be ready for the coming of the day
of the Lord, will have to feel the importance of this
subject, and come up to the gospel rule of consecra-
tion to God, and carry out in their lives the plain
teachings of Christ and the apostles. The perils of
the last days are uponus. A strongcurrent now sets
downward to perdition—a thousand unhallowed in-
fluences surround the Christian, which if yiclded to,
will surely lead him from God and heaven. O, may
God help his people to arouse and watch.

Says Jesus:—“And take heed to yourselves, lest
at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeit-
ing and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so
that day come upon you unawares, For as a snare
shall it come ou all them that dwell on the face of
the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray al-
ways, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all
these things that shall come to pass, and to stand be-
fore the Son of man.” Luke xxi, 34-36.

The warning of this text is of thrilling importance
to all who are looking for the day of the Lord. Their
dangers as well as duties are pointed out. The Lord
help them to “ take heed.”

SorreiT. = To feed with meat or drink, so as to
oppress the stomach and derange the functions of the
system;. to overfeed and produce sickness,”—N.
Webster. Surfeiting is not one of the least sins of
the age. Itisa sin of sufficient magnitude to call
forth the most solemn warning to his people from the
Great Head of the church. It was one of the great
sins of the days of Noah, and is classed among the
damning sins of the world at the period of the Sec-
ond Advent. Look at the numerous editions of cook-

books, the many new inventions for cooking rich
food to suit an unhealthy and unnatural taste. In
this there is not only a waste of golden moments and
of means in preparing so many kinds of rich food with
which most tables are set, but the constitution is
impaired, and the powers of the mind, which sheuld
be employed in the service of God, are stupified,
and, in many cases, much injured. How painful arc
the scenes connected with the tea-tablg of many pro-
fessed Christians. After much toil and anxiety, with
the determination to excel in. preparing rich dishes,
the social circle gather round the table, God’s bless-
ing is gravely asked, then follows a-long catalogue of
excuses and polite falsehoods relative to the mean-
ness of the food. O, shame on such Christians.

“Two things,” says the wise man, ** have I required
of thee; deny me them not before I die. Remeve
far from me vanity and lies ; give me neither poverty
nor riches ; feed me with food convenient for me;
lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the
Lord? or lest I be poor , and steal, and take tho name
of my God in vain.” Prov. xxx. 7-9.

Brethren, measure yourselves, not by worldly,
proud, self-gratifying and popular professors around
you, but by the gospel rule, and then sec how much
short yon come. ** Whether therefore ye eat or drink
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 1
Cor, x. 31. He who uses the filthy weed, may say
that tobacco is not forbidden by the scriptures. True,
we may not find the word tobacco in the Bible, but
no sinner will pretend that he chews tobacco or
smokes the pipe to the glory of God. Ie knows bet-
ter. And who would dare stand before the Great
Refiner and Purifler, at his coming, with a pipe in
his mouth, or the filthy weced about his person!
When the Apostle says, “Let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God,” he mecans “flesh” as
well as “ spirit.” We confess that we have no con-
fidence in a sort of inward holiness, while one at the
same time is gratifying the lusts of the flesh which
war against the Spirit.

“Lovers of pleasure, more than lovers of God,”’ is
one of the sins of the “last days” church, * having a
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.”
Self-gratification is the great sin of the age. The soul
buried up in solfish interests, and lusts of the flesh,
God and his threatened judgments are forgotten.
“But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the com-
ing of the Son of man be. For as in the days that
were before the fiood, they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that
Noah cntered into the ark, and knew not until the
fiood came, and took them all away: so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be.” Matt. xxiv, 37-39.

To eat and drink in the days of Noah was nccessa-
ry and right. It is the manner, or excess, that our
Lord would impress ns with. On a careless world
rested the sin of cating and drinking to excess, or
gluttony, and they perished by the waters of the fiood.
* Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of
man is revealed.” Luke xvii, 30. 'To cat and drink
will be necessary till the close of this mortal state,
but onc of the great sins of the generation that wit-
ness the coming of the Lord, is feasting.

“Marrying and giving in marriage.” That the
marriage covenant was holy in the days of Noah, we
doubt not, and fully believe it will be bindiug in all
its sacredness till the coming of the Lord, but it was
the manner or objectof marrying in the days of Noah
that moved the anger of the Almighty. “ And it came
to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of
the earth, and daughters were born unto them, that
the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they
were fair ; and they took them wives of all which
they chose. And the Lord said, My Spirit shall not
always strive with man, for that he also is flesh : yet
his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.”
Gen. vii, 1-3.

It scems by this that self-gratification was the on-
ly motive that moved men to marry in the days of
Noah. Impulse took the place of reason and the fear
of God. And we ask, How much improved is the

mass of the present generation? Many marriage

contracts are formed that religion or reason never
dictated, and they result misernbly. Children mar-
ry at an early age, knowing nothing of the sacred-
ness of the marriage vows—~marry, perhaps, against
the wishes and entreaties of pious parents. These
things have & demoralizing influence, and eall down
the frown of God. If ever the children of the Most
High shonld tread softly, and take every step in wis-
'dom, it should be in that period just prior to the revela-
tion of the Son of God from heaven. No one is safe,
unless they give earnest heed to the word of God,
and follow its plain teachings. “Here are they that
keep the commandments of God and the faith Jesus.

Faith for the Sick.,

* Is any sick among you? let hiny oall for the clders of the
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oit
in the name of tho Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save
the sick, and the Lord shall raise bim up; and if be have
committed gins, they shall be forgiven him.”” Jamesv, 14, 15,

“ Bleased are the dead which die in the Lord from hence-
forth.” Rev. xiv, 13,

1r the epistle of James applies to any one period in
the history of the church more than another, it is that
period when the second coming of Christ may be
seripturally looked for. The Apostle addressed the
waiting brethren as follows :—* Be patient, therefore,
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord,” “ the coming
of the Lord draweth nigh.” “Beheold the Judge
standeth before the door.” James v, 7-9. And if
the promise in regard to the sick could ever be claimed
by Christians since James penned it, it can and should
be claimed now.

But mark : the phrase, “is any sick among you,” in-
cludes only those who are in the faith and hope of
the gespel, Also, confession of faults is connected
wits the prayer of faith, The people of God should
move nnderstandingly, especially when they go be-
fore God in prayer for the sick. It is 2 most solemn
duty, and those for whom prayer is offered, and those-
who pray, should move forward with feelings of hu-
milistion before God. Tt cannot be expected that God
will hear prayer for the afflicted, while on them rests
uneonfessed sing,

It is evident that the text, “Blessed .are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth,” does apply to
one partioular period. The words, “ from henceforth,”™
forbid gtving this text a general application, and lim-
it it to the period of the message of the third angel;
therefore it applies to the present time.

But it may be asked, How can two such texts ap-
ply to the same period of time? How can there be
an especial promised blessing to those who at this
time die in the Lord, while there is a plain promise
that the prayer of faith shall raise the sick? Our
answer is this: God by the Apestle [James v, 14,
15] has given the general promise, with the dircetions
which should be embraced and followed by the faith-
ful; if not, why did the Holy Spirit dictate the words
of the text? But if God in his infinite wisdom sees
fit to let some quictly and sweetly sleep in Jesus, ho
has a right to do so, and every Christian heart wil}
acquiesce in it. The Lord knows best; he does al)
things wisely and well,

The promised blessing to those who dic in the Lord
is, “that they may rest from their labors.” The
perils and dread scenes of the time of tronble are be-
fore the people of God. Those swho remain unto the
coming of the Lord will witness them, and more or
less feel their power, while thosc who diein the Lord,
quietly rest from the labor, anguish of spiritand deep
anxiety of that swiftly hasting hour, waiting to be
called forth to immortality and etermal life at the
voice of the Son of God. Blessed rest indeed !

“Thou didst march through the land in indigna-
tion, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. Thou
wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for
salvation with thine anointed; tbou woundedst the
head out of the house of the wieked, by discover-
ing the foundation unto the neck. Thou didst strike
through with his staves the head of his villages; they
came out as a whirl wind to seatter me : their re-
joicing was to devour the poor secretly. Thou didst
walk through the sea with thine horses, through the
heap of great waters. When I heard, my belly trem-

bled ; my lips quivered at the voicc: rottenness en-
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tered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that
I might rest in the day of trouble.” Hab. iii,12-16.

He who sees the end from the beginning knows best
who can, and who cannot stand the coming conflict.
And if he suffers those who may be in danger of fall-
ing to be humbled and brought down Dy sickness,
and fitted for the kingdom, and lets them rest in the
grave during the time of trouble, gratitude and love
should flow out to God from every Christian heart,
even for ths,

But this shonld not in the least clip the faith of
any in tho promise [James v, 14, 15] that God will
answer the prayer of faith. The prayer of faith has
raised the sick,and if the people of God move forward
understandingly, walking in humiliation and meek-
ness and claim the promise of God, the prayer of
faith will still raise up the sick.

The Mectings
‘Which we held with the brethren in Ogwego, Brook-
field and Lincklaen, Feb. 4-19th, were of an interest-
ing character; and we are happy to hear that they re-
sulted in good to the canse of truth, We have given
quite an extended account of the Oswego meeting,

and will now briefly mention the others.
We weie glad to find the few friends of the cause

in Brookfield firm in the truth. Several were among
their number who have embraced the Sabbath since
we were last there. We gave two cvening lectures
in the Baptist Meeting-house at North Brookfield.
The congregation was not large, on account of the rain
and ice, yet very candid and attentive. One of their
number recently had his attention called to the Sab-
bath by reading the little Tract by “ Elihu.” He has

aecided for the true Sabbath, and subseribes for six |

eopies of the REviEw, that others may read and learn
the truth as well as himself. This is the universal
effect of truth when received in the heart. He that
feels itssanctifying influence wishes others blest also.

We were kindly cared for by the dear friends in
Brookfleld, and when wo were ready to leave for our

sppointment at Lincklaen, Brn. Ira Abbey and Cha- |

pel helped us on our way after a godly sort.

In regard to the state of the cause at Lincklaen,
we refer the reader to Bro. Poole’s communication in
this paper for information. The cause has snffered
much in that region in consequence of the evils men-
tioned by Bro. Poole. Those evils were, however,
thoroughly reproved, and we trust that they will
cease from among them for ever.

We gave three lectures in the Seventh-day Baptist
Meeting-house. One on the Sabbath, and two on
First-day. The cengregation on First-day was large,
considering the slippery going: It was with difficulty
that all could find seats. We are much attached to
the dear brethren, and feel deeply interested for the
eausc in that region. We intend visiting them again
in a few months.

On our way home we had an interesting interview
for a few hours with the brethren at Manlins, at the
residence of Srs, Gridley and Scoville. 'We were hap-
py to once niore meet with Bro. and Sr. Holt. Our
little mecting, especially the season of prayer, wag
refreshing: How good to weep with God’s tried
people.  Bro. Holt feels deeply the necessity of meek-
ness, patience and faith at this trying hour. The
Lord gird him anew for the battle.

We look back upon the scenes of this recent tour
with a degree of satisfaction, yet we see much more
to be accomplished for the weak and erring portion
of the church, which should be done immediately. As
far a3 we are able to learn the state of things, it
stands something like this: the way is open for the
truth to =pread, the people wish to hear, are ready to
gome out to hear, feel on the subject, but many of
those who profess the truth, by either their harshness,
unwatchfulness, unholy lives, stupidity, covetousness,
or carelessness abont the salvation of those around
them, block up the way to life, and keep people from
embracing the truth. We wonld say to those who
may feel that these remarks hit them, We do mean

you. Arouse, open your eyes to your condition,
mend yoar crooked course, and in all the walks of
life act the part of a consecrated Christisn.

THE SEVENTH-DAY SABBATH
NOT ABOLISHED.
BY J. B. FRISME.

WHAT WAS ABOLISHED ?

All that part of the book of the law, which was
written concerning Christ was abolished. But
this will not include any moral precept, even in
the law of Moses.

All Sabbath days (the seventh not excepted) as
feast-day sabbaths were abolished as such at the
cross, but not as the Lord’s rest-day; for the sev-
enth day was a rest day before it was a feast day ;
o after it was abolished as a feast day it still
would remain the Sabbath of the Lord our God
as before.

We have endeavored to show that the Sabbath
of the Lord, is the greatest moral precept of the
ten, for by this we are to know and remember
God, that we may love and serve'him in fuith, spir-
it and truth. That the Sabbath was kept the
same by the apostles and christians after the cru-
cifixion of Christ as it was before, by the order of
Moses, by the Jews and Christ with his disciples.
That is to rest from servile daily labor, and assem-
ble for worship in their meeting-houses both
among the Jews and Gentiles.

Jesus fulfilled all law. DBnt to fulfill a moral
law is to keep it. Rom. xiii, 10'; Gal. v, 14, By
this means he magnified the law and made it hon-
orable. Tsa.xlii,21. If Christ’s fulfilling the com-
mandments, Thou shalt not kill, steal &c., did
them away, then we may break them likewise
with impunity. But who cannot see the incon-
sistency of this! Because Jesus kept the moral
law it would not abolish it, but make it honorable.

The law of commandments contained in ordin-
ances written concerning Christ as typical of him,
that when he fulfilled these, then they ended by

limitation, after they had answered their design
‘in their antitypes.
‘xxiii, 837. These are the feasts of the Lord. Verse

We will show this, Lev.

38 Besides the Sabbaths of the Lord &c. There
are four sabbaths in this chapter besides the Sab-
bath of the Lord, connected with the feasts and
ceremonies of the typical law of Moses.

It was a matter of prophecy that these feast-day
sabbaths connected with the new moons &e. shonld
cease. But the Sabbath of the Lord our God as-
sociated with, Thou shalt not kill, Thon shalt not
steal &ec., is not done away, but perpetual forever.
Ex. xxxi, 16-17. Throughout their generations.
We can raise no objection to this; for whether it
be literal or spiritual Israel they still continne in
their generations to our time,

PROPHECY OF THE FEAST-DAY SABBATIIS.

Hosea ii, 11. T will cause all her mirth to cease,
her feast days, her new moons, and her sasBATHS,
and all her solemn feasts. Amos iii, 7. Surely the
Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his
secret nnto his servants the prophets. Amos viii,
5, Saying, Then will the new moon be gone that
wo may sell corn, and the sabbath &e. Jer. i, 13,
Bring no more vain oblations ; incense is an abom
ination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths.
Verse 14, Yonr new moons and your appointed
feasts my soul hateth. Sece sabbaths and new
moons connected, 1 Chron. xxiii, 81; 2 Chron. i,
4. Neh. x, 33; Eze. xlvi, 3, This must make it
plain, God has revealed it to his servants the

 prophets that he would cause the sabbaths tb

cease that were connected with feasts, new moons
and oblations. But nowhere that his holy Sab-
bath should cease; hut be perpetual for ever.
FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY

Rom. xiv, 8. Let not him that eateth, despise
him that eateth not: and let not him which eat-
eth not judge him that eateth: for God hath re-
ceived him. Verse 5, One man esteemeth one
day above another; another esteemeth every day
alike, Lot every man be fully persuaded in his own
mind. (whether he will keep God’s holy Sabbath
or not, this is another subject.) Verse 6, He that
regardeth the (feast) day, regardeth it unto the
Lord; and he that regardezﬁ not the (feast) day
to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eat-
eth, eatoth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks;
and he that eateth not to the Lord he eateth not,
and giveth God thanks.

Nine times Paul has mentioned “ eateth” in
connexion with these days, and once “eat,” so
that any one that wants to see, may know that
Paul referred to feast days, and not to the holy
Sabbath of the Lord our God.

Now read what was abolished and blotted out
Eph. ii, 15. Having abolished in his flesh the en~
mity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances. Not the law of God written on tables
of stone with the finger of God; for [Eph. vi, 2,7
Honor thyfather and mother; which is the first
commandment with promise. A.p. 64. This sets
the point at rest, that Paul would not have referred
to this in the same letter, if these were the same
commandments that were abolished. Col. ii, 14.
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that
was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross:
Verse 16, Let no man judge yon in meat (offer-
ings) or in drink (offerings,) or in respect of an ho-
ly day, or of the new moon, or-of thesabbath days.
'5'crse 17, Which are a shadow of things to come,
but the body is of Christ. These holy days or
sabbath days, are not associated here with any
one of the ten commands, but with the shadowy
law such as meats, drinks,new moons, and called
handwriting, er ordinances to be blotted out. 2
Chron. xxxiv, 14. The book of the law of the
Lord by the hand of Moses. (margin.) Which
contained these ordinances. Heb. vii, 16. The
law of a carnal commandment. Heb. ix, 10,
Which stood enly in meats and drinks, and divers
washings, and carpal ordinances, imposed on then
until the time of reformation. Verse 11, Bnt
Christ being come an High Priest of good things
to corne &c. Heb. x, 1. For the law having a
shadow of good things to come and not the very
image of the things, can never with those sacrifices
which they offer year by year continually make
the comers thereunto perfect. Yor then would
they not have ceased to be offered ? because that
the worshipers once purged should have had no
more conscience of sins, But in those sacrifices
thereis a remembrance again made of sins every year.
For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of
goats should take away sins. Wherefore. when he
cometh into the world, he\saith, sacrifices and off-
erings thou wouldst not but a body hast thou pre-
pared me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for
sins thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo,
I come (in the volume of the book it is written of
me) that is, of Jesus Christ. Verse 10, By the
which will are we sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Gal. iii, 10, The Book of the law. Verse 24.
Wherefore the law was onr schoolmaster to bring
us unto Christ that we might be justified by faith.
Verse 25, But after that faith is come, (or preach-
ed) we are no longer under a schoolmasters The
typical law pointed out, or brings us to, Christ, that
we might be justified by faith and not by the
works of the law as before. Verse 10. Chap, v, 4.
Justified by the law. Luke xxiv, 44, And Jesus
said unto them, These are the words which I
spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all
things must be fulfilled which were written in the
Jaw of Moases, and in the prophets, and in the
Psalms concerning me, that is Jesus. This tells
us that all things written in the law of Moses con-
cerning Jesus, was fulfilled by him, and that would
be its end, abolished, blotted out, &c. For Christ
to fulfill a prephecy would be to come according
to the prediction of the prophet. For Christ ta
fulfill the law of Moses would be to come accord
ing to the tipes and shadows pointing him out.
But would have nothing to do with that part of
the Book of Moses that was not typical of him,
Every moral precept would stand in its full force
upon us a8 much as it did upon the Jews, such as,
To-love God with all the heart, Thy neighbor as
thyself, or a brother marrying his sister, or a. fath-
er his daughter. &e. &e.

This testimony of Jesus.in Lnke in connexion
with what we have quoted from the letters of Paul
must settle for ever the questions what is bindin
and what is done away. To which may the goog
Lord help us to take heed for ourselves for we arc
all interested or should be in the things written
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REFLECTIONS ON HEARING A CHURCH BELL.

Hark! hark to the music of yon ringing bell,

As peal upon peal of pride it doth tell

Full many a dollar has placed it on high, .
"To drown with its clamor the poor Christian's sigh.

==

Far off on the breese, its metalie tone

Is wafted trinmphant o’er poverty’s groan;

And most are delighted to hear—O for shame !~
What a glorions bell they can boast in their fane.

The sick man is dying on yon garret floor;

And orphans are begging beside of thy door:

The widow is wiping tho tear from her cheek,  [week.
As she thinks what she’s earned for hor babes thro' the

But chnrochmen don’t heed it, the proud and the gay,
As they dress for ingpection and hasten away;

The fcathers are flying, and flounces do wave,

As the ladies go swinging themselves through the nave.,

There sits an old Deacon, as sober &s Time,
Not thinking his grinding the poor is ncrime;
And there, the gay singers with chanting await
Tho rising of Parson, all drest up in state.

And hark! how the organ rolls deafening praise,

In full dinpason, on this blest of days:

While the poor seck the gallery or uncushioned scat
’Way back in sowe corner, or at others’ feet,

And now up arises the preacher in form,

And reads a few stanzas—all powdered and shorn;
And when the choir rings it admirably o'er,

He riseth and prayeth, in form, as before.

The heavens above him-—just under the roof,

Roturn him an answer, in echoes of proof

That his prayer is accepted: and the people are pleased,
’Tis all he expected, and hence he is ensed.

Great God! is this worship? Can this be & place
Where Jesus conferreth hig blood gurehued grace!
Can he, who did wander, without house or home,
Bless such an assemblage, beneath such & dome !—

While widows are weeping, and orphan's seek brend,
And His poor disciples lio dying and dead,

With none to care for them or give them relief
Among the professors of pop’lar belief?

Stop! stop, you, friend sexton! stey ringing that bell!
It seems but the music that leadeth to hell;

It calls for the gay, in gy tones, to come in

And learn the religion that cloaks over sin.

0 stay, for God’s sake! pray ring it nomore!

Tear down that high steeple, and close up that door;
Burn all the church trappings, and nover again

Call out an assemblage of such Christian men.

The ground underneath thee is trembling now,
The curse upon Bab'lon will soon lay her low ;
Fly! fly! ero the day of God's vengeance is come,
And you, like a Judas, sink down to your home.
(C. T Catlin.

‘What did Paul teach ths Thessalonian Church about the Bec.
ond Coming of Christ?

“So that we ourselves glory in you in the church-
es of God, for your patience and faith in all your per-
secutions and tribulations that ye endnre; which is
a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God,
that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of
God, for which ye also suffer: seeing it is a righteous
thing with God to recompense tribulation to them
that trouble you; and to you who are troubled, rest
with us when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mnighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God and that obe
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall
be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his pow-
er; when he shall come to he gloriﬁedvin his saints,
and to be admired in all them that believe, (because
our testimony among you was believed,) in that
day.”—2 Thess. i, 4-10.

In both of the Epistles to the Thessalonians, there
is one great event continually brought out into view,
so as to fix the attention of every reader. That event
is the sccond coming of the {ord Jesus Christ.—
T'here can be no doubt that it wns on this that the
minds of the Thessalonian believers were fixed, and
that it was by this that the Apostle urged his exhor-
tations and counsels upon them.

In those days the coming of the Lord was a well-
known thing. The primitive Christians understood
fully what was meant by it. The coming of the
Lord was not a word of many meanings to them. It
signified but one thing, and that was the return from
heaven of him ¢ whom having not seen they loved.”
So that when the Apostle made mention of it to the
Thessalonians, they at once knew that he referred

to the glorious appearing of their Lord in the clouds of

heaven. They had not heard that it meant anything
else. Nor could they wasily imagine another mean-
ing. They would never think of referring it to the
destruction of Jerusalem, for what had they in Thes-

salomica to do with the desolation of that city, and

how could that cvent be the Lord’s coming to them ?

Nor could they suppose it to mean death, for one of
i the chief things to be accomplished at this coming
! was the resurrection from the dead, that is, the re-
I moving of death, not the inflicting of it. The com-
- ing of the Lord was an event which they understood,
!which they loved and longed for; and the apostle
takes this for granted in both of these Epistles.  Nor
indeed does any one doubt that in most of the pass-
ages in which he alludes to the subject, he really
means the sccond and literal coming of the Lord Je-
sus. Let us throw together all the different passa-
ges in both of these two Epistles which allude to this
event.

1. To wait for his Son from heaven. 1 Thess. i, 10.

2. What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?
Are not even yein the presence of our Lord Jesus
Christ at his coming? Chap. ii, 19.

3. To the end he may establish your hearts un-
blamable in holiness before God, even our Father, at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his
saints. iii, 13,

4. We which are alive and remain unto the coming
of the Lord shall not prevent (or go before) them
that are asleep : for the Lord himselt’ shall descend
fromn heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch-
angel and with the trump of God, and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; iv, 15, 16, 17.

5. Yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night’; v, 2.

6. I pray God that your whole spirit, and soul, and
body, be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ ; v, 23.

7. When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and tbat
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall be punis%xetr with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
power, when he shall come to be glorified in his saints,
and admired in all them that belicve ; 2 Thess. i, 7, 10,

8. We bescech you, brethren, by the coming of our
Lord Jesns Christ, and by our gathering together un-
to him ; i, 1.

9. As that the day of Christ is at hand ; ii, 2.

10. That day shall not come unless there come a
falling away first ; ii, 3.

11. Then shall that Wicked be revealed whom the
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and
destroy with the brightness of his coming ; ii, 8.

12. The Lord direct your hearts into the love of
God, and into the patient waiting for Christ ; iii, 5.

Here then are twelve passages in which the Apos-
tle makes mention of the coming of the Lord, in the
course of two hrief Epistles, consisting, the one of
five, and the other of three chapters. The Thessa-
lonians conld attach but one meaning to all these
various allnsions, and as they had been tanght to ook
for the Lord’s coming in glory, so they would natn-
rally 1qber;;ret all these passages as referring to it,
and to it alJone. And we know as a fact in iistory,
that they really did so. Before he wrote to them at
all, they, like all the early Christians, were looking
for the Lord’s coming. Iis first Epistle confirmed
them in this, and raised ther expectations to the ut-
most. They thou&:‘ht of nothing but his instantanc-
ous appearance. They began to be “shaken in mind
and troubled” on account of this, supposing that the
day of Christ was at hand. Some one, either belong -
ing to themsclves or to some other Church, took ad-
vantage of this, and wrote an Epistle to them in the
name of Paul, proclaiming the immediate coming of
Christ, (2 Thess. ii, 2.) Upon receiving intelligence
of their troubled state, the Apostle wrote a second
Epistle to them, to allay the agitation, and correct the
error.

In correcting their error he takes for granted that
they were right in waiting for Christ’s coming. He
gives them plainly to understand, in his first chapter,
that when he spoke of Christ’s coming, he reall
meant Christ’s literal, visible, personal coming. He
never hints that they were wrong in expecting this.
They were looking for this event, and he knew it;
nay, his second Epistle was written just because he
knew this. Yet he never gives one hint that they
were wrong in their expectations. Nay, he confirms
them in these. At the same timo he does correct an
-error into which they had fallen. And what was
this? "That there was to be no interval and no event
between them and the Lord’s coming ; and that they
might be so sure of his immediate appearing as to
throw aside their ordinary employments, and look up
to heaven as if to see him coming. This was the on-
ly error.

He tells them that Christ was certainly to come.
So far they were quite right. But there was an in-
terval, and it was here that they had gone wrong.

.the Man of Sin, who is at present rising into

There was to be an event between them and his com-
ing. whereas they had thought there was to be none.
But as soon as that event had taken place, then that
which they had been looking for would certainly oc-
cur. He tells them of hut one event that was to take
place before the Lord should come.

But though he wmentions only one event, might
there not be others 2 Yes, there might. And time
has showed us that there were to be many. But let
us mark the character of this cvent, and the manner
in which the Lord’s coming is spoken ofin connection
with it. It is the rising of the Man of Sin of which
he speaks. It is this that is to be the one mighty
event that is to mark and flll up the interval before
the Lord should come. The prevalence of Antichrist
or Antichrists was to be the characteristic of the pe-
riod between the days of the Apostle and the coming
of the Lord. 1 John ii, 18, This Man of Sin had
begun to show himself in the time of Paul. 2 Thess.
ii, 7. He was to continue to show himself, nay, to
rise into power and greatness. Then, when he had
reached the very pitch and sumomit of his grandcur,
he was (o be suddenly and instantaneously stricken
down and destroyed.” And by whatmeans? By the
coming of the Lord. The Lord’s coming was not to
be titl Antichrist had reached its height, and then,
“in onc hour,” was this judgment to come—then the
Lord was to be revealed from heaven in fiaming fire.
The destruction of the Man_ of Sin, and the Lord’s
coming must be at the same moment of time, for the
Lord comes in order to destroy him.

In whatever sense the coming of the Lord is under-
stood, still that coming, and the destruction of the
Man of Sin, happen at the same time.  Antichrist be-
gan in the apostles’ days. He has ever since heen
spreading and rising. He is to continue to increase
until he be destroyed at the coming of the Lord.
Such is the Apostle’s statement.

But may not the expression *‘coming of the Lord”
have another meaning besides that of his literal and
personal appearing? We need not enter at present
upon a discussion on the meaning of this expression
in other parts of the New l'cstament. There is ecnough
ini these two Epistles to show the sense in which it
was understood by the Apostle and the Taessaloni-
ans. Now, we ask, for what event was it that the
Thessalonians were looking? Was it not the person- |
al coming of the Lord Jesus, “to be glorified in his
saints and admired in all them that believe 7 Then
it was by this personal coming that Antichrist was to
be destroyed. What event was it that the Apostle
exhorted them to look to for comfort nnder the sor-
row they experienced at the bereavement of friencs?
Was it not the coming of the Lord Jesus to raise his
sleeping saints ? Then it was by that same coming
that Antichrist was to be destroyed. And thus we
sce that the downfall of the Man of Sin is to take
place at the same time as the resurrection of the
saints—"their gathering together wunto Christ.”
What event was that which was to bring vengeance
on them that know not God. and obey not the gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ? Was it not the Lord
Jesus’ “ being revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels in flaming five.” Then it was by that event
that the Man of Sin was to be destroyed. And thus
we see that the coming of the Lord, the resurrection
of the dead in Christ. the glorification of the xaints,
the day of vengeance on the wicked, and the destruc-
tion of the Man of Sin, are all to take place at the
same time, No one doubts that the coming of the
Lord is to raise his saints, and to take vengeance on
his enemies, and how then can we doubt that the de-
struction of Antichrist is to be effected by the same
literal and. personal appearing? The Thessalonians
certainly knew but of one coming. and they could not
but class all these events together as to be accom-
plished at the same time.

If so, then the'coming of Christ must be before the
Millennium, not after it. For every one admits that
wer,
must be destroyed before the Millennium ; and if he
is to bedestroyed by the coming of Christ, then Christ
must come before the Millennium can begin. Other-
wise the Man of Sin would continue in power during
the whole Millennium, which is itnpossible.

But may not the passage in 2 Thess. ii, 8, mean a
iritual or providential coming, and not aliteral one
ough all the other passages refer to the real an

personal appearing of Christ ? We question much if
there be such a thing as a spiritual or providential
coming of Christ ; but, granting it, still that cannot
be meant here. For surely the Apostle would not
mislead the Thessalonians, and yet it is evident that
they could not but understand that pass in the
same way as the rest, unless he told themn that it
meant something different from all the rest. 1t would
be strange indeed if, out of twelve similar passages,
eleven were to be interpreted in one way, and the
twelfth, withont any reason at all, save to snit a the-

8
t
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ory, in an entirely different way. How would it have
been possible for the Thessalonians, or how is it pos-
sible for a plain reader, to find out that such a ditfer-
ence is to be made, and such an exception taken, in
the case of 9ne passage out of twelve ?

Besides, the expressions used in the verses alluded
to are the strongest and most explicit in the whole
two Epistles. * 'The brightness of his coming" is one
of the strongest expressions in the whole New Testa-
ment in reference to Christ’s appearing. It is literal-
ly * the Epiphany of his presence ;"' as if the Apostle
would prevent the very possibility of its. being ex-

lained away, by using this double term expressive of
Eis advent. The word Epiphany is a remarkable
one. It occurs only six times in the New Testament.
I one of these it refers to the first coming of Christ,
which we all know was literal and personal. 2 'L'in.
i, 10. In four, the reference is admitted by all to be
to his second coming, and the Jast is the passage in
question, which is stronger than any other of the six.
The four are these:—
1. Until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ;
1 Tim. vi, 14
2. Who shall judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and s kingdom ; 2 Tim. iv, 1.
3. To o.lé them that love his appearing; 2 Tim.
iv. 8.
4. Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God, and our Saviour
Jesus Christ ;3 Titus iiy 13,

Now, as, in the former casc, we asked, Why make
one passage, and that the strongest, an exception to
the other eleven ? so here we ask, Why make one
passage, and it certainly not the feeblest, an exception
to the other five? What reason can begiven for thus
attempting to explain away and spiritualize those ex-
pressions which are plainest and most explicit, and
leaving others to be taken literally which are really
feebler and less definite? Would such an attewnpt
ever have been made, had there not been a theory or
an opinion to serve?  Why not take the words hter-
ally 7 Becanse, if you do so, you cannot but admit
that the coming of Christ is before the Millennium !
Now, would it not be better to admit thi§ at once,
than torture a passage of God’s Word from its obvi-
ous and simple meaning ?

What we have said in the preceding pages may be
thus gathered up and applied :—

1. The Thessalonians were  waiting” for Christ’s
coming. This was one of the great features in their
character as believers. Should it not be one of our
features too 7 Should we not wait and love and long
for the return of him whom we profess to love best
of all in earth or heaven? Must there not be some-
thing far wrong with us if we are not thus looking and
longing for his arrival ?

2. The Apostle told them that there was but one
event between them and Christ’s coming ; that was the
manifestation of Antichrist. Now, we know that
Antichrist has appeared, and in our day he is rising
into fearful strength. e is just at his height ; there-
fore the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Christ
must be ncar when Antichrist is at his height. The
rapid spread of Popery should make us lift up our
head, for our redemption draweth nigh

3. Antichrist is to be destroged by Christ’s per-
sonal coming. Therefore there can be no interval
between the downfall of Popery and the cowming of
Christ. Both are together. “’;m a day of joy to a
long darkened world, when not merely its worst en-
erx‘x‘y shall fall hut its glorious deliverer shall arrive;
Ad. Tracts, Vol. 1.

OBITUARY.

Diep of Consumption, in this city, March 1st, 1854, Bro. L.
V. Masten, aged about 25 years.

His last sickness was marked with entire resignation to
the will of God. The faith and hope of the gospel sustained
him in the last trying moments of life; and he fell asleep in
Jesus in the most peaceful manner, leaving a pleasant emile
upon his counten ance.

LINES
Occasioned by the death of L. V. Masten.
BY A R, SMITH.

‘Wirn the impress of death on his brow, he is sleeping,
And folded his hands o’er & heart that is still;
Unheeded the grief of the sad mourners, weeping,
No longer their acoents his bosom ean thrill,

Now deeply we feel that our circle is broken ;
No more our lone dwelling shall echo his tread ;

His last tear is shed, and the last farewell spoken,
And oft shall we miss him who sleeps with the dead,

O blessed the hope of the Christian to cheer him,
When dim grew bls eye, and fast fading his bloom ;

In the hour of afliction the Saviour was nesr him,
The rook of his strength, and his light to the tomb.

No more will he wake from his calm, peaceful slumber,
To the anguish of pain, or the blighting of care;

No more will he join in the songs of our number,
Or mingle his voice at the altar of prayer,

But the once cherished form which the cold turf encloses,
We would not recall, though we cannot forget ;

For soft is the bed where he sweetly reposes,
While life’s thorny path is with trials beset,

Then mourn not the loss of our dear, absent brother,
Bright angels shall wateh o'er the dust where he’s laid
To rest by the side of his fondly-loved mother,
Who for his salvation so fervently prayed.

In glory, immortal, O soon shall we meet thee,
Where sickness and sorrow and partings are o'er;
With all the redeemed then with joy shall we greet thee,
With the King in his beauty to reign evermore !

COMMUNICATIONS.

From Bro. Poole,

Dear Bro. WraiTe :—"The following remarks in
relation to the causc in Lincklaen, 1 submit to your
judgment, Publish them accompanied with any re-
marks of your own, in whole orin part, or burn them,
as you shall deemn most conclusive to the interests of
the cause of truth.

It is nearly three years since our attention was
aroused by the proclamation of the third angel’s mes-
sage. The doctrine of the Sanctuary shed a clear
light upon the past; while the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus, and the fearful denunciations
of the angel against all who should receive the mark,
spread out the field of Christian duty broad before us.
For a time we rcjoiced in the light; and although
there were some things we could not understand, yet
we waited in patience, and the spirit of teachableness
for the fulfillment of the promise—= What I do thou
knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter,”
The Sabbath was a dcliiht‘ and we truly hungered
and thirsted for its weckly return. How cheering,
how inspiring, to mingle hearts and voices on the day
that Jemovan had appropriated to his own especial
service, undisturbed by the vexXing carcs of a busy
life. It was truly manna in the wilderness, and
as the Psalmist tells us, *“ angels’ food.”

But the blessing was too rich to last. Theervil eye
of the tempter was upon us; and before we were
aware, the leaven of jealousy had begun its work, and
a spirit of oppression and fault-finding had brought
forth its bitter fruits. We were thrown into heavy
trial ; and for a year past it ‘has been manifest that
there have been two spirits among us.  That spirit of
mutual confidence and hearty co-operation essential
to progress, has been wanting, and we have been slid-
ing backward and sinking under discouragements.

e were divided in opinion with reference to some
transactions among ns ; some approving, and others
fecling that they could not be justified, by the word
or Spirit of God, or by the example of the Man of
sorrows, Among the latter I class myself. We were
told that a great amount of labor had been bestowed
upon us; but that we had not brought forth corres-

nding fruits—that the standard was trailing in the

ust, when we ought to have made high attainments
in the spirit of the truth.

We had meeting after meeting, to search out the
cause of our low estate, which were said to vesult in
the removal of the stumbling blocks; but when the
excitement of the occasion had passed, we found our-
selves only the lower. Some of us began to pray
that we might be left to “ exhort one another;” and
when it was intimated that it wonld be a long time
before we should have preaching again, “ we thanked
God and took courage.” And if 1 have any discern-
ment in spiritual things, the Lord was pleased and
manifesteg his approval by his presence and blessing
in onr gatherings. We felt strongly encouraged that
he was about to revive his work among us ; and when
it was suggested that we have a conference, and that
we could not prosper while there were difficulties nn-
settled, we replied: We thought it better to wait
awhile, and try a new way to remove difficuities; we
bad tried the old one too long already. If we could
not settle difficulties ourselves, others could not do it
for us so as to be satisfactory.

So far as [ am aware, there have been no feelings of
personal alienation among those who have continued
to meet together, but a mutual distrust of the other’s
way” of promoting the cause; a distrust honestly
entertained, yet so strong as to constitute a hindrance
to our prayers. On the one hand it was belicved that
the course pursued among us was wrong—prompted
by a wrong spirit, and ¢arried out by wrong meas-
ures; and that the door of usefulness was thereby ef-
fectually closed against us. On the other, the course
was justified ; and they feared that by deviating from

it, we should become corrupted and lose onr sonls,

Under these circumstances we were (some of us at
least) fully persuaded that our only ground of hope
was, to “ cease from man whose breath was in his
nostrils,” and directly *'seek the Lord till he rain
righteousness upon’ us; and 1 think it was in carry-
ing out this purpose that the Lord blessed us with
the encouraging indications to which 1 have alluded.
I was mnch hlessed ; and at times had such a sense
of the faithfulness of God, in his providential care
over his creatures, that I could say in the fullness of
my heart, While Jehovah reigns and retains his own
right arm, I will never give it up. I believed he would
work deliverance for us; and as to the how I was not
carcful.  Still T was secking for .¢ by perseverance in
the way we were pursuing; and my hope with refer-
ence to the contemplated meeting was, that the time
might be occupied 1n Jectures upon present truth, and
trials not be mentioned.

But it was not God’s way. At the first meeting
the subject was alluded to, and the different views
brought out. It was made a subject of prayer, that
the Lord would work for us, and show up the right
and the wrong, ana lay the burden where it belonged,
And prayer was not in vain.  Although his way is in
the darkness, yet his footsteps were manifest ; and T
think not a doubt remained on the mind of any one,
that the Lord was especially with us, and in his own
way bringing the truc cause of our trialx to the light.

In reference to the Conference I wiil shmply say
that it reversed the decisions of former meetings, in
relation to the cause of our difficulties ; lifted ofl the
heavy burdens that some had long borne ; rebuked in
strong terms the course that had been pursued among
us, and denied having any fellowship with it; gave
us a true view of the character and spirit of the third
angel’s message, and what should be the character of
those who profess it ; laid out before us our appropri-
ate work and what God will require of us; in a meas-
ure removed the prejudices existing against the pres-
ent truth, and opened a way of access to the minds of
some around us; and in short. has introduced quitea
change of views and practice among us, for which we
render praise and thanksgiving to God.

Dear Brother, I regard the visit of yourself and
companion to this place as a speeial providence of God.
My heart is bound with you by ten-fold tics, and my
prayers shall follow you as you go from place to place
to prepare the way of the Lord, and take up the stum-
bling blocks out of the way of the people. May the
Lord give you strength equal to your day, give you
access to the hearts of the people. keep you in the
vale of humility, and when'the King comes, give you
a crown of righteousness that shall not fade away,

Yours for that liberty where the Spirit of the
Lord is. E. A. Poour.

Lincklaen, N. Y., March 8¢k, 1854,

e R e e
From Bro. Bates.

Dear Bro. Wmite :—I have just returned here
from Elizabeth, on my way to the Conference at
Green Vale, to commence to-morrow.,

After giving two lectures in explanation of the
Chart and the Sanctuary, in Elizabeth, we found the
lecture-room locked up on Sunday morning. When
the question was asked, why the house was shut
against our meeting, they answered that our preach-
ing was error, that we dil not preach like Mrs. Lam-
bert. [formerly Mrs. Chapman.} Her theme js life
and death, and the Age to come. She came to hear,
and attempted to raise some ohjections ; but finally
concluded by making an appointment to meet the peo-
ple next Sunday, the 5th inst., to give them the Bi-
ble view of the Sanctuary, Babylon, &e., &e.

The Presbyterians opened their meeting-house for
us, 80 our meetings continued on through Sunday
evening, and a number confessed the truth, and some
others, as we were afterwards told, were deeply con-
victed and admitted that the fourth commandment
was binding. Last evening and the evening hefore,
two new places were opened where the people re-
ceived the message.

Since I wrote last T have spent abowt two wecks
in Crane Grove and Adaline, where some six profess-
ed ministers have arrayed themselves against the
truth at our several meetings ; four of them laboring
for days to put it down with their no-commandment
and no-Sabbath arguments, &c. Notwithstanding all
their opposition, the Lord wrought for Israel, and
many souls got their eyes open to see the position
their teachers occupied, and the difference between
truth and error. 1t has also caused the sound of the
Jast message of mercy to spread more extensively
throughout this region of country, and thus opening
a wide field for the united labors of God’s messen-
gers, some of whom I expect here this week, and
when the Conferences close they will be ready to at-
tend to the  Macedonian Cry,” in this part of the
valley of the Mississipi. Josepn BaTEs,

Pleasant Valley, Jo Daviess Co,, Ill., Mar. 1st. 1854,
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SPIRITUALISM.

“Tury are the spirits of dovils working miracles.”
xvi, 14.

“ abylon the great is fullen, is fallen, and is become the
habitation of devils, and the bold of every foul spirit,”" &e.
Chap. xviii, 2. X

 Whose [Christ's] coming is after [imniedintely following]
the working of satan with all power, and signs an lying won-
ders.”’ 2 Thess. ii, 9. 3

“ And shall show great eigns and wonders, insomuch that, if
it were possible, they shall deccive the very olect.”” Matt,
xxiv,

Rev.

As Spiritualism constitutos a most startling sign that ¢ that
great day of God Almighty” hasteth greatly, we design
‘giving in cach number of the REviEw a few brief statements
relative toits progress, and the signs and wonders reported to
to be accomplished by sprit infivence. The following state-
waonts are from the Spiritual Telegraph.

Modern Miracles.

“ae following remarkable facts have lately ocurred in the
vxperience, and through the agency, of Mrs. French, of Pitts-
burg, Pa., whopersonally related them at a recent conference
at :ﬁis office, and has since repeated them, with additional
particulars, to the writer, Being recently in the city of Wash-
ington, she was led to the house of Mr. Darby, the geo grapher,
an elderly gentleman nearly seventy-nine years of age. Mr.
D. had for some time becn snffering from a paralysis of the
1eft arm, which he was unable to move without taking bold of
it with the right hand and applying to it a mechanical force.
His hearing, also, was vory imperfect. By means of a me-
dicinal preparation which Mrs. French had moade under spirit-
ual direction, togethor with passes which she was impressed
to mako over the head and arm of the sufferer, the latter was
3n a fow minutes o far relieved, that he moved hisarm freel
in all positions, clapped bis hands at the back of his head,
eto., without any impediment or difficulty. At the same time
the old gentlernan’s hearing was very greatly improved ; and
tho relief of his difficulties continued permanent up to the
last accounts that Mrs. F. heard from himgfwhichjwas some
two or throe weeks after these ccenrrences took place.

“ Mrs. French subsequently went to Baltimore, whero she
stopped at the house of Mr. Laning. While there, Mr. L. was
ampressed to send for two young girls, ono of whom, about nine
years old, was entirely doaf and dumb, and the other, about
seventeen years of age, could only hear and speak very im-
perfectly. Mrs, F. manipulated the one who was entirely
deafand dumb for thirty-two minutes, at the same time bath-
dng her about the head and ears with the spiritnally prepared
medicine, which she had in her possession. At the cnd of that
time Mrs. F. was spiritually impressed that the girl could
hoar. Standing, therefore, behind her, so that the girl could
not see the motion of her lips, she spoke a little above her or-
dinary tone of voice, when the girl winced, as though the
sound was too loud for her. Moderating her tone of voice,
Mrs. F. told her to say, ‘Pa,’ ‘Ma,’ ‘Sister,’ ‘Josephine,’
and several other words, all of which the girl distinetly re-
pested as by imitation as they were spoken by the medium.

““‘While there, a girl was alsobrought to Mrs. French affectod
with St. Vitus' dance, and o badly that it took two persens to
steady her as she was brought into the room, Mrs. F., whilc
under spiritnal influence, made passes over her for about fif-
teen minutes, when the girl waiked the length of two parlors
without any observablo defect in her motion ; and afterward
she walked home without any dificulty, arm in arm with the
1ady who had accompanied her to the place.

«" A Mr. Cole, alsoof Baltimore, was confined and apparently
far gone with Consumption and other ailments. He subjected
himself to spirit treatment through Mrs. French, and was im-
mediately relicved from cough and other symptoms which
orevonted rest; and thenext night he took a long walk through
o storin of snow and sleet to a spiritual circle, where he re-
mained to a late hour in & damp room, and then walked home
again; and so far from feeling any ill consequences of this
wexposure on the next day, his health was, if any thing, still
further improved.”

“8piriTs AT THE CAP1TOL~It may be recollected by those
who attended the Tuesday evening Conference at Dodworth’s
Hall, some two or three weeks ago, that a Spirit, speaking
#hrough the medium of a young lady, declared that his voice
ahoulg be heard in the Capitol on the next day. We bave
gince learned that on the day following that evening, a me-
dinm was actually entranced, and spoke in a commities room
to some members of Congress who had assembled to_deliber-
ate on & question submitted to their consideration. We men-
stion this fact as a coincidence, without attaching any undue
ayeight to it.”

“ SpirtTvaLisM —We have watched the progress of the new
developments in what is called Spiritualism, evith interest.
Advocates and believers of this new ** dispensation” are now
to be found in every State, town, and village of importance
of the Unitod States; while in Great Britain, France and
Germany, books are written, newspapors aro printed, and
sermons are preached devoted to this subject.

Acrcss the water, the better classes, intelligent and sclen-
Lifie members of aooietyr are prineipally interested. Unfor-
tunately for the * eause’’ in this country, the uneducated and
simple-minded have generally been the first to announce a
helief in the rappings, and attempt to enlighfen the world!
Such trash as we have had purporting to come from the abode
of lovely and perfected Spirits! Such fantastic performan-
ces, said to bo the work of souls of the groat departed, such
s Ben. Franklin, Sir Isaac Newton and Plato !

Justice tothe Spiritualists, however, compels us to say that
the “ rappings” and their advocates appear to be giving place
to higher manifestations, to which philosophic minds give
gountenance and aid. A strong and well-organized work of
reform is the result. In Boster a rogular course of Sabbath
evening lectures is being delivered at the Melodeon, by such
men as Hon. Warren Ohase, Mr. A, E. Newton, Judge Ed-
monds, Dr. J. H. Robinses, and Rey. T. L. Harris. This
canker of horesy in the vers heart of New England orthodoxy
is exciting attention ; but what will be the end of it sll, it is
impossible to say.—Boston True Flag.”

FOREIGN NEWS,

The Collins steamship Atlantic bringsadvices tothe 22d ult

Tie Turxisu WAR —In compliance with orders from the
French and English Governments, the larger part of the al-
lied fleets will remain for the present in the Bosphorus. Six
stenmners will be detached to convoy Turkish vessels, when
necessary, and four steamers will be kept in constant obser-
vation. No farther operations had takon place on the Dan-
ube, but the Russian attack on Kalafat was still daily ex-
pected. The fort is now garrisoned by 30,000 troops. Omer
Pasha’s health is re-ostablished. Ile had recently hung two
Groek spies. Tho Turkish army genorally was in good
health and spirits, with an abundanco of food. The Walla-
chian peasantry had become #o hostile, that the Russian sol-
diers are forbidden to go more than 2 milo from the eamp.
Gen. Anrep, who com ded the Russi at Tshetate, is
disgraced, and sent to the Caucasus. The young Prince of
Moldavia is distinguishing himself in the Turkish service, by
his military prowess and bravery. A DBritish steamer, the
Haidee, with some Turkish troops on board, went ashore near
Sevastopol, and has been seized by the Russians. Six thou-
sand men and twenty-four ships left Constantinople on the
Tth February, under an escort of eleven Dritish war-stoam-

crs, It was reporfed that when the French and English
troops should arrive in Turkey a measure will be proposed by
the Sultan to the Divan to give the Christians and Moslems

cqual civil rights. The rumor is however doubtful.

GrEAT Britaix.—England is at length in a state of war.
Troops are being embarked at several ports, and on all hands
there is apparent the greatest activity in preparations for the
approaching struggle. The British contingent of land forces
for the aid of Turkey has been fixed at twenty thousand men,
in consoquence of the refusal of Lord Raglen to assume the
command of any inferior force. The Queen's Guards, a mag-
nificent regiment of cavalry, which the Emperor Nicholag,
when he was in London, said were the finest men and horses
he had ever seen, have given and received their farewell ban-
g;;ts, and were ordered to embark from Southampton on the

Yebruary. Six other regiments of cavalry bad been or-
dered to hold themselves in readiuess to embark at short no-
tice.

Greece.—The Greek insurrection is formidable. 6,000 in-
surgents in arms in Epirus, Thessaly and Macedonia. Re-
eruits are leaving Athens. The Greek Government either
cannot or will not check them.

The steamship Asia from Liverpool arcived at Halifax Iast
night, (March 9,) bringing three days later intelligence than
that brought by the Atlantic The vews is not very impor-
taot, aithough interesting. It was rumored that France angd
Evgland bad issued a manifesto, having all the force of a for-
mal declaration of war. aud that England had sent a final
announcoment to the Czar, naming a definite time in which
he must evacuate the Principalities. The accounts from the
Danube represent both parties as preparing for a great bat-
tle, and the allied fleets remained on the Bosphorus.

The following from the correspondence of the N. Y. Trib-
une will give our readers a general idea of the condition of
Europe.

AFFAIRS ON THE CONTINENT.

* Lonpox, Tuesday, Feb. 21, 1854,

‘“ We are roaching the end of the second act of the great
Oriental drama. In the first we sew the Montenegrins de-
featod by Omer Pasha, and Prince Menchikoff bullying the
Sultan at Constantinople in ordor to restore the Russian pres-
tige ; next we witnessed the ocoupation of the Principalities,
and the negotiations transferred to Vienna, olesing dramat-
ically with the visit of the Czar to the camp of Olmutz, with
the famous Vienna note, the rofusal of the Porte to accept it,
the Nosselrode commentary upon it, and with the Turkish
declaration of war. The second act began with the battle of
Oltenitzh and the Turkish successes in Asia, followed by di-
plomatic intrigues, soh an t h , until the
destruction of the Turkish squadron at Sinope roused the in-
dignation of England and France, and the accusing voice of
the people broke through the spider’s web of diplomeey. Ex-
planations were demanded and given, and found unsatisfac-
tory ; diplomatio intercourse, between England and France
on one side and Russia cn the other, was broken off, and the
efforts of both the parties were now dircoted to Vienna and
Berlin, in order to enlist Austria and Prussia in the coming
struggle ; » few days more, and the declaration of war be-
tween the Westorn Powers and the Czar will closo the second
act. The Czar has rejected the last offer of an arrangement
eontained in Napoleon's famous letter; Lord John Russell
has made & warlike speech ; troops are embarked, and a roy-
al proclaation has prohibited the exportation of arms, am-
munition, and warlike stores.”

“Tar wAR AT LAsT.—The refusal of the Czar to listen to
the suggestions of Louis Napoleon’s letter seems to knock
away the last prop for any hope of pence to rest on. Though
neither of the partics has yet issued a formal declaration, the
war at last has conje. In the excitement of it, let us hope
that the study of ifs history and philosophy may not be neg-
lected. After a general peace of thin{-eigbt years, here is a
war that promi-es to be more wasteful of life and property
thun any preceding war, because Europe is more populous and
richer than at the outbreak of any preceding war. During
these thirty-cight years, Burope has been governed by kings
and diplomatists and standing armies, by the kind of men
said to bo born te govern the people, who are said to be not
fit to govern themselves. Itis not the people who have got
up this war; indeed, a fear on the part of the kings that 510

eir*rig\:ts.

poeople might take.the occasion to olaim some of
has alone prevented its breaking out long ago.

“ And g0 at last we are on the vory outer briuk of a grand
war—a war upon the commerce of all Europe, upon the life of
the two millions of men who within & twelvemonth will be
murdering and proparing to murder each other, upon the wel-
fare of their families, upon the property of every tax-payerin
Europe, upon the back and stomach of every laboring man
and every laboring man's wife and children, upon all materi-
al interests and upon morality. Its harsh note of preparation
rings across one-half of the world, from Teheran to Dublin,
from the valley of the Upper Nile to the mountains of Scandi-

navia, Already nearly twenty thousand men have died in
battle. We need not say, what every one knows, that the
deuths in battle are but the smallest part of the loss of life
which an army suffers in a campaign; especially a Russian

| army, whose commissariat and medical staff are notoriously

ill-provided and inefficient. We need not add that the ex-
isting embarrassments of trade and commerce, are already
carrying suffering on its inevitable downward course to the I~
boring productive masses; nor speak of the peasants of Wal-
lachia, who are first robbed of their grain and cattle, and then
shot if they refuse to do the forced labors imposed upon them
by their robbers. All this is only variations op the old air of
God save the King and Devil take the Peoplo, which isalways
struck up when there is question of maintaining the * balance’
of power—not the balance of the scales of justice—in Europe n
———— e
Appointments,

ProvipENCE permitting we will hold a series of meetings
with the Brethren at Mill Grove, N. Y., to commence Sixth-
day, March 17th, at 2 o’clock, P. M., and hold over Sabbath
and First-day.—En.

A ConFERENCE meecting will be held at Rosendale, Fond
du Lao Co., Wis., to commence on Sixth-day, March 24th.
Brn. Stephenson, Hall, Phelps and Steward are especially
requested to attend, as business of vital importance to the
eause of truth in Wisconsin will be eonsidered at this meeting.

M. E. CorNELL.
J. H. WAGGONER.
e

V=& Tue SasBATH 8Y ** ELtnv.”’—QOur first edition of this
little Tract which was 10,000 copies, i exhaunsted, and we
have now got out a second edition,

We learn that three editions were published before it fell
into our hands. We will send it by Mail and pay the postage
in packages of not less than 50, for 81,00 per 100.

S —
Business.

I. D. Cramer.—The REview is sent regularly to Daniel
Beach, Charlton, N. Y. It has never been stopped.

F. Wheeler.—The letter and enclosed was received. See
receipts in No. 7.

Publications.

Taz Sanctuary and Twenty-three Huadred Days—76 pages

~—price 7 cents—postage 1 cent.
eview of 0. R. L. Crozier on the Sabbath—48 pages—price
5 cents—postage 1 cent.

A Refutation of the Claims of Sunday-keeping to Divine
Authority; also, a lengthy extract from the History of the
Sabbath—40 —price 4 conts—postage 1 cent.

Signs of the Times—124 pages—price B ceata.

Our collection of Advent and Sabbath Hymns—144 pages—
price 30 cents—postage5 cents.

Time and Prophecy—as Poem—120 pages, well bouwnd—
—prige 25 cents—postage b cents.

A Word for the Sabbath—a Peem—prioce 6 cents.

The First Day of the Week Not the Sabbath—32 pages—
price 3 cents—postage 1 cent.

Christian Experience and Views—price 6 cents.

Supplement to Experience and Views—price 6 cents.

Solemn Appeal—32 pages—priee 2 conts—postage 1 ceat.

True Picture—state of the Churches—16 pages.

The Sabbath by Elihu—16 pnfos.

Both Sides—on the Sabbath—16 pages.

The Sabbath by P. Miller Jr.~—16 pages.

New Time Theory Reviewed—16 pages.

Volume I, IT and I1I of the REview, bound in paper covers
—prige 40 cents for Vol. I and II, and 80 cents for Vol. III.

outh’s Instructor, Vol. I, in paper covers—price 25 conts.

Tue CuanT—A Pietorial Illustration of the Visions of Dan-
iel and John and their Chronology—price 82.

Traots of 16 Yages each ean be sent by mail for one half
cent an ounce, in packages not lees than 8 ounces. We will
send B0 and pay the postage, to one address for 60 cents.

e ————
Letters.

E. J. Paine, M, Dennis, S. T. Cransen, W. W. Simpkins

M. E. Coraell.

Recelipts.

C. B. Davis, 8. Burdick, L., Flint, E. Sanders, A. Kings-
bury, A. Andrews, a Friend, cach &1,

1. Blimn, J. Santeo, J. Furbush, each $2. D. Myers §7.
I. D. Cramer 84,40. E. B. Thomas $2,60. 8. Eastman, A.
Luce, each $1,50. 8. Pratt 80,84. C. Fox $0,76. L. Bean,
For J.N. A. L.J. Richmond &81. D. Myers 85.

G. Webster, L. D. Fairbanks, each $0,50.
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