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THE ATONEMENT.

BY J. M. STEPHENSON.

[Continued from No. 2.}

Havive investigated the naturq of the penalty of
God's law for original sin, and having shown that it
reduces the whole man to the dust of the earth, I
now propose showing that all the plain, literal teach-
ings of the Bible in reference to the condition of the
dead harmonize with this view.

Read the history of the death of all the patriarchs
and prophets, (except Enoch and Elijah,) arnd you
will gmf no intimation of any distinctive entity such
as the immortal soul, or deathless spirit, which™ sur-
vived death. But, they lived, they died, and that
is all is said about them, save what is racorded of
what they said and did. Compare the simple rec-
ord-of the death of those holy men who died in
faith with the obituaries of the present day. See
Gen. v, 5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 81; ix, 29; xxiii,
17-20; xxv, 8; xxxv, 29; xlix, 20-33; 1, 24-26.
Sleep is the most common term to denote the con-
dition of the man in death. Read the following
texts. Deut. xxxi, 16; 2 Sam. vii, 12; 1 Kings ii,
10, 11, 21, 43; 2 Chron. xi, 31; 2 Kings xx, 21;
2 Chron. xxxii, 33; xxvi, 28; Job iii, 13; vii, 21;
gv, 125 Ps. Ixxvi, §; Matt, xxvii, 52 Acts vii, 603
xiii, 86; 1 Cor. xv, 6, 18, 20,51; 1 Thess, iv, 13—
15; v, 10; 2 Pet. iii; 4. A more beautiful and ap-
propriate symbol of* death could mnot be found. In

ound slumber there is no consciousness—no

wledge. Worn down with the labors and anx-
ieties of the day, the weary traveler prostrates his
aching frame upon a to sleep; mark that pil-
grimrﬁmw aweetly he sleaps, how quietly he rests—
eight hours elapse—he awakes—it is a blank to
him—he wakes up just where he went to sleep; he
commences thinking just where he left off the even-
ing before. A dreamful state is a state of partial
wakefulness, In profound slumber a person never
dreams; the blood retires from the brain, it becomes
inactive. All the organs of thought, of memory,
being entirely inactive, of course, he cannot think;
or even if he could, the organs -of memory being
paralyzed, how could he call to mind the resuit of
such action? He could not. Transfer the quiethde
of unconscious sleep to the condition of all the dead,
and you have the Bible view.

ow quietly theyslaep! % Theyshall not awake,
nor be raised out of their sleep” “till the heavens
be no more” The heavens may thunder and
the earth quake, the sea and the waves may
roar, nations may rise, and empires may crumble to
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dust, and yet they hear not the sound thereof—
they know it not. The rich and the poor, the small
and the great are there, “ with kings and counsellors
of the earth, which built desolate places for them-
selves; or with princes that had gold, who filled
their houses with silver: as infants which never saw
light. There the wicked cease from troubling; and
there the weary be at rest. There the prisoners
rest together; they hear not the voice of the op-
pressor. The small and great are there; and the
servant i8 free from his master.” Job i, 14-19.
No one associates pain, or trouble, or anxiety, with
sleep; these belong to the snceession of events con-
nected with conscions existence. But in the grave
there are no days, or weeks, or months, or years; the
past, present, and future are ablank. The time
which shall have elapsed from the death of Abel
to the resurrection, will be no more than that of
the last saint who shall die. They will be judged,
raised, rewarded if righteous, at the same time;
and thus dispense with the necessity of a double judg-
ment, and of rewarding or punishing men before
they are ju('ifed: or if wicked, they will be raised
and receive their recompense at the same time.

I will now investigate those portions of holy writ
which speak in explicit language of man’s condition
.in death. All the figures, parables, and metaphors
must in all cases be harmonized with the plain teach-
ings of the Bible. With this old Protestant rule for
our guide, let us enter upon the investigation of this
subject, having a desire to ascertain just what the
Secriptures teach in reference to the dead; not what
we would have them teach. What saith the Serip-
tures, and not what saith our creeds, or ministers,
should be the motto of every Christian, “To the
law and to the testimonl);: if they speak nat accord-
ing to this word, it is there is no light in
them.” Isa. viii, 20. Amen. Then to the festi-
mony let us go.

Job says, | Chap. vii, 21,] “And why dost thou
not pardon my transgression, and take away mine in-
iquity ? for now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou
s%alt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be.”
He declares that he would sleep in the dust, [“ Unto
dust shalt thou return,”} and that his Maker should
seek him in the morning, but he should not be.
“To be,” signifies to exist. "Why should Job not ex-
ist? Bacausa he wonld return to dust. The Bible
gives no account of but one Job, hence if Job is
asleepsir the dust, there can be no other Job awake
in Paradise at the same time.

Again he says, “ O that I had given up the ghost,
and no oye had seen me! I should have been as
though I had not been,” &c. Job x, 18, 19. Here
Job wishes he had died in infancy, and declares, had
such been the case, he wonld have been as thongh
he had not been. What would have been Job’s
¢ondition, had he never existed? Would he have
been conscious, or intelligent! No. Then had he
died in infancy, he would not have been conscious
or intelligent. Does not death place adults in the
sarge condition it does infants? Let Job answer for
himself. “Are not my days fow? cease then, let
me alons, that I may take comfort a little, before I

whence I shall not return, even to the land of

kness, and the shadow of death. A land of
darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of
death, without any order, and where the light is as
darkness.” Here Job tells us in plain terms his
views of the place to which he e to go at
death, and how unlike all the descriptions we have
ever read of Paradise, or the plice to which the pi-
ous of the present day expect to go. They repre-
sent it as a place of order, and of ineffable light,
from which its glorified visitamts may return atipleas-

— —
ure, to minister to their surviving friends on earth.

Again he says, “ For there is hope of a tree, if it
be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the
tender branches thereof will not cease. Though the
root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock
thereof die in the ground; yet through the scent of
water, it will bud and bring forth boughs like a
plant.” Chap. xiv, 7-9. Not so with man, he
dieth, and wasteth away, and all the skill of earth
cannot extort from the cold and lifeless clay any
sigus of life. “But man dieth and wasteth away;
yea, man giveth np the ghost, and where is he?
As the waters fail from the sea, and the fiood decay-
eth and drieth np; so man lieth down, and riseth
not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not
awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” Verses
10-12. This implies that they shall awake, and ba
raised ont of their sleep when the heavens be no
more,

“Q that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that
thou wonldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be
past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and
remember me!” Verse 13. He then asks one of
the most important questions ever propounded to dy-
ing man: oue that the philosophy of the world has
never been able to answer. “If a man die, shall he
live again? all the days of my appointed time will
I wait, till my change come” Verse 14. Job,
having propounded this important question in the
form of an affirmation, (as if he had affirmed, If a
man die, he shall live again,) expresses his resigna-
tion—*all the days of my appointed time will I wait,
till my change come.” Now, if we can ascer-
tain the place where Job waits, we may know with
certainty, where all the righteous wait from death to
the resurrection; for Job was a righteous man; and
if any would be permitted to enter upon their re-
wards at death, it would be he. et Job answer
for himself. «If I wait, the grave is mine house.”
He then describes the natnre of his habitation. “I
have made my bed in darkness.” Chap. xvij, 13,
He next describes his nearest relation, and asso-
ciates: the spirits of departed saints, of course.
Not exactly. “I have said to corruption, Thou art
my father: to the worm, Thou art my mother, and
my sister. And where is now my hope?” Verses
14,15, Ans. In the resurrection. “Thou shalt
call, and I will answer thee: thou wilt have a de-
sire to the work of thine hands” Chap. xiv, 15.
Job was not an infidel, although he beliaved in the
nnconsciondness of the dead. He would have his
hoPe in the glorious doctrine of the resurrection,
written in & Eook, and lead in the rock forever; that
the latest generations might read it. Hear the lan-
guage of triumphant and nll-oonquering hope: O
that my words were now written! O that they
were printed in a book! That they were graven
with an iron pen, and lead in the rock forever! For
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though
after my skin worms destroy this dody, yet in my
fiesh shall I see God; whom I shall gee for myself,
and mine eyes shall behold, and not anoth-
er, &e” Chap. xix, 23-27. Note, first, worms
were to destroy him, i. e., after &c. worms destroy
this body &c. Verse 26. Second, he is to see the
Lord. with the eyes of the identical body that worms
have destroyed. Third, his seeing God is predica-
ted, not of death, but the resuscitation of the eyes
and flesh, which worms had destroyed, Verme 26,
Fourth, he expected to see God, Tot at death, butat
the latter day, i. e., at the second” advent and resur-
rection. Verse 25.

Davill’s festimony harmonizes w'th Job’s, Ps. vi,

5. % Torin death thare is no ream ymbrance of thee:
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in the grave who shall give thee thanks.” Is mem-
ory an attribute of the soul, or spirit? then that in-
telligent part ceases at death, What! the righteous
dead not remember their Creator? “For in death
there is no remembrance of thee.” Shall not they

ive him thanks for all his acts of kindness? «In
tgho grave who (none) shall give thee thanks.”
Heaven, without thanks, or remembrance of God,
would not be a very desirable place for a Christian!
Yet, such is the state of all the dead, according to the
above text.

Paul, speaking of David, [Acts xiii, 36,] says,
“For David after he had served his own generation,
by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was Iaid unto
his father's, and saw corruption.” A short time be-
fore he fell asleep (or died and saw corruption) he
expressed his hope.  “ As for me, I will behold thy
face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I
awake with thy likeness” Ps. xvii 15. When
will David awake in his (God’s) likeness! When
the trumpet shall sonnd, and the dead shall be rais-
ed. See 1 Thess. v, 13-18; Phil. iii, 20, 21.

Read Peter's testimony in reference to David,
written near two thousand years after his death.
¢ Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of
the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,

and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.” Aects|

ii, 20.  But the theology of the present day teaches
that good men ascend to heaven at death. Who
would be permitted to ascend. to heaven, if David
would not?—and yet, an inspired Apostle informs
us, that David had not ascended into the heavens,
in his day. Aects ii, 34. “For David is not ascend-
ed into the heavens, &¢”

Again, David asks the following questions, in ref-
erence to the condition of the dead, and leaves them
for us to answer: “ Wilt thou shew wonders to the
dead ¢ shall the dead arise and praise thee? Selah,
Shall thy loving kindness be declared in the grave?
or thy faithfulness in destruction? Shall thy won-
ders be known in the dark? and thy righteousness
in the land of forgetfulness Not}ce, first, it is
necessary that the dead should arise in order to
their praising God.  Ps. Ixxxviii, 10. Second, his
loving kindness shall be declared in the grave, (in
the resurrection of the dead,) verse -11, first clause.
Third, death, the grave, and destruction, are synon-
ymous terms, Compare the last clanse of verse 11
with verses 10 and 11. Fourtb, the dead are in a
state of darkness and forgetfulness. Verse12. We
are taught that the pious dead praise the Lord more
than the living. The poet responds to this senti-
ment, in the following touching strains:

“ And when my voice is 1dst in death,
Praise shall employ my nobler powors.”

Bt the pious Pralmist says, “The dead praise
not the Lord, neither any that go down intosilence.”
Ps. exv, 17. Why cannot the dead praise the Lord ?
Ans.  Because they go down into silence—the grave.
Death is represented as the great deliverer, whaose
errand of mercy is to loose the galling fetters, to
break the cruel chaing, and set the captive spirit free;
to enfranchiso the immortal mind, and give its nob-
ler powers a wider, loftier range. But what saith
the Scriptures? “Put not your trust in princes,
nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.”
Ps. cxlvi, 3. Why not put our trust in princes?
Who could protect us if princes (who sway tEcir iron
sceptres o'er all the world) could not? "He gives
the reason. “ His breath goeth forth, he returneth
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.”
Vorse 4. Observe, first, when a prince’s breath go-
oth forth, he has no more power to protect us than
the poorest peasant, “ Kings and counsellors, . . .
the small and great are there.” Job iii, 14, 19.
Second, “In that very day his thougbts perish.”
That the thoughts constitute the intelligence of the
man, all admit. They perish, i. e., come to an end,
cease to be, die. 1f we must have a heaven or hell
for our departed friends or foes; we must be con-
tented with a heaven, or hell, without thoughts.
“Their memory and their sense are gone,”

Solomon inherited his father'’s sentiments, in ref-
erence to the condition of the dead. He draws the
analogy between a living dog and & dead lion, and
shows the pre-eminence of the former over the lat-
ter. “For to him that is joined to all the living,
there is hope; (while there is life there is hope;)

|

for aliving dog is better than a dead lion” Eccl.
ix, 4. So utterly powerless is & lion, (the king of
beasts,) under the dominion of death, that even a
living dog i8 better. From this comparison, he
shows us the disparity between a living and a dead
man; thereby teaching that there is as much dis-
parity between a living and a dead man, as there is
between a living dog and a dead lion. “For [be-
cau.selthe living know that they shall die; but the
dead know not anything.” Veme 5, first clause.
The same part that has knowledge in a living man,
knows nothing [has no knowledge] in a dead man,
Just as certaimly as living men have knowledge, just
50 certainly dead men koow nothing.  Are love, ha-
tred, and envy, attributes of the mind, or soul? if
80, they perish.  “ Also their love, and their hatred
and their envy, is now perished, &e. Verse 6.
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might; for there is'no work, nor device, por knowl-
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”
Think of happiness, or misery, conscionsness, or in-
telligence, without work, or device, or knowledge,
or wisdom, These being attributes, of the organism,
perish with it. As man dieth, so dieth the brute;
they all go to one place. Eccl. jii, 19, 20. Isaiah
tells us what would have been his condition, had e
died. Chap. xxxviii, 17-20.

The foregoing evidences must suffice from the
Old Testament. 1 will divide the New Testament
evidences into two classes. First, those texts which
represent the hopes of the primitive Cbristians, as
being centred in the resurrection of the dead, and
the second advent of Christ, instead of a transfor
to heaven at death; which ought not to be the case,
if all that is capable of happiness or misery, rewards
or punishment, enter upon their respective rewards
at death. Hear the motive our blessed Redeemer
places before the minds of his people. «But when
thou makest a feast, call the peor, the maimed,
the lame, the blind, and thou shalt be blessed ; for
they cannot recompense thee; for thou shalt be rec-

ompensed at the reswirection of the just” Luke!

xiv, 13, 14,  Why wait until the veswrrection of the
Just, if they had immortal souls which would go o
heaven when they died? Certainly they would re-
ceive ample pay for a few moals of victuals before
the resurrection. This text proves, as positively as
if our Saviour had actually affirmed it, that no part
of man will receive any portion of its rewards be-
tween death and the resurrection,

Paul, having enumerated all the ancient worthies,
Patriarchs and Propbets, Apostles and Martyrs, and
having recounted their sacrifices and sufferings, fells
us where, and when, they expected to receive their
rewards; “that they might obtain a better resurroc-
tion.” Heb. xi, 35. Read the entire chapter. Why
mnst these faithful servants of the Most Y‘Iigb, wait
so many hundreds of years for their rewards, if the
popular view be correct?

Having investigated, first, the nature of the atono-
ment, second, the difficulties in the way of man's
salvation, which render atonoment necessary, I pro-
pose considering,

1II. The nature of these difficulties: viz. t| -
ture of the deaths to which man is ex;)osed’ f::olre :Jl?e
sin of Adam, and for his own personal sins. This
proposition involves the patare of the nalty of tho
law of God; or, the condition in wbicf:etboee deaths
place man. Does the responsible and intelligent
wan die? or does all that is noble, intelligent and
responsible about man, escape death, while the unin-
telligent, and irresponsible part of man’s nature alone,
is subject to death? or does the whole man, as an
intelligent and responsible being, suffer the same
penalty; i.e., death?

In the investigation of the atonement, much do.
pends on the answers to these questions; for if death
as modern theologians vainly teach, be the Separa:
tion of soul and body, while the body is remanded
!)ack to fiust, and the soul doomed to an endless life
in conscious misery, then Christ in suffering the

na?ty of the law, (as the Bible plainly teaches

e did,) must have lost himself, soul and body, to
redeem man. But if, as I shall endeayor to pr’ovp
Ebo w!)ole man, as an intelligent, responsible being;
is subject to death, literal death, then all that the
law- demanded of Christ, as our substitute, was a

literal death—the death of the whole, intelligent,
responsible’ being.

But in order to a right understanding of the na-
ture of the death man dies, it is necessany we-heuld
have correct views of the nature of man.  Our views
of death will, in all cases, harmonize with our views
of man's nature. 1f we believe man to be a com-
pound of mortality and immortality, we must give
death a two-fold meaning, and understand the samne
term as having two distinet significations at the same
time. If any part of man’s nature be immontal,
that part cannot die; hence death, when addressed
to that part, must be understood in a figwative
sense: that which is mortal must die; hence death,
when applied to that part, must be understood in
its obvious and literal sense. In the investigation
of the nature of man, I will view man,

1. In his creation, Where, m man’s history,
might we expect to find the origin and existence of
such a distinct, spiritual nature, as the “immortal
soul,” if not in the history of lis creation; and what
must be our astonishment, not to find, in the entire
Bitde record, such an intimation. In Gen. i, 28,
God makes known lis intention to make man. In
chap. ii, 7, he tells us the material out of which man
was made, The tecord reads thus: “ And the Lord
God formed man (not man’s body only) of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his (man’s) nostrils
the breath of life;.and man (formed of the dust of
the ground) became a living soul.” It was the man
formed of the dust of the ground who became a liv-
ing soul, person, or man. Read Pauls inspired com-
mentary on this text, written more than four thou-
sand years afterwards. 1 Cor xv, 45. “And so it
is writton, (where was it thus written? in Gen. ii, 7,
was the only place,) The first man Adam was made
a living soul, the last Adam was made a quicken-
ing spirit.  The first man is of the earth, earthy:
the second man js the Lord from heaven” Verse
47.  Mark well the language : « The first man Adam
was made a living soul; the first man is of the earth,
carthy;” thereby teaching, 1st. That the first man,
and the first living soul, are synonymous terms,
2d. That the first man Adam, the first living soul,
was of the earth; i. e., made of carth: “ And the
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground.”
What can be plainer? In the entire record of man's
crealion, we fail to find any intimation of his being
in possession of any nature apart from the organism
formed of the dust of the ground.

2. In his relation to the law of God. What was
his nature, morally, physically and intellectually?
‘Was he mortal, immortal ? or was he neither? Ans,
He was neither. That he was not mortal, is evident.
Ist. From the fact that the penalty was death.
Mortal signifies dying. To pass sentence of “ dying
thon shalt die,” upon a dying man, would be no
penalty at all.  2d. The reward of obedience was
oternal life. Now, if Adam was. mortal, he must,
from his very nature, die, whether he obeyed, or
disoboyed ; but that he was not mortal is evident
from t{o fact, that he had the privilege of eating of
the tree of life, and living forever. That he was
not immortal is evident, Ist. From the fact, that the
penalty for disobedience was death, which could not
have been exccuted, had man been immortal; for
every definition of immortality excludes the pos-
sibility of death. Immortal—deathless; deathless-
ness, &e, 2d. From the relation man sustained to
the tree of life. Sce Gen. iii, 22, 23. “And the
Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one
of ug, to know good and evil: and now lest he put
forth his hand, and take also of the tree of live, and
eat and live forever: therefore the Lord God sent
him forth from the garden of Eden.” &e. If Adam
was naturally immortal, why was it necessary to
plant a tree in the garden for the perpetuation of his
oxistence? Why was it necossary to drive him from
the garden, and guard the tree of life, lest he should
eat and live forever, if he was immorta) and would
live forever, whether he ate or not? What, then, was
his nature? Ans. It was neither mortal nor immor-
tal, but susceptible of either. Adam was placed up-
on probation, He was an undeveloped being. His
nature, as well as his character, was suspended up-
on bis action towards law. Hence he was suscepti-
ble of either good or evil, mortality or immortality,
Two trees were placed before him, and he was loft
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free to choosa batween them. Thesa trees rapresent- | ty years: and has been in a dead condition for

ed two distinctive natuvas anc destinies. To eat or
one, he would become mortal and die: to eat of the
other, he would become immortal and live forever.
He did eat of the tree of the knowlege of good and
evil; consequently incurred a mortal, corruptible, dy-
ing nature. This brings me to notice man

3. In his relation to the execution of the penalty
of God’s law. The law and its penalty read thus:
“ And the Lord God commanded the man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest fmelg eat;
but of the tree of the knowledge of §ood and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die;” or dying thou
shalt die. See margin. The eating and dying are
both represented, in the marginal reading, as a grad-
ual work, See the margin of “thou mayest geely
eat,” verse 16; and “thou shalt surely die,” verse
17.  You canuot fail to see that the penalty, accord-
ing to the marginal reading, requires two conditions:
Ist. A dying conditiou: “dying thou &¢” 2d. A
dead condition: “dying thou shalt die.

When Adam is adjudged guilty, and God pro-
ceeds to pronounce the penalty of his law, will he
give us a correct exposition of the nature of the pen-
alty? He certainly will. Al earthly judges in is-
suing their verdicts against condemned criminals,
either use the precise language of the penalties they
denounce, or language synonymous. Will the Judge
of all the earth be less reasonable, in his mode of
grocodure against the tmm:gressom of his law, than
allible human judges in the execution of human
laws? To throaten one thing, and toinflict another,
would be unjust; becauso in that case, tho subjects
of the law could have no warning agaiust the pun-
ishment to be inflicted. But our Judge is a just
Judge, aud will leave all his subjects withont excuse;
hence he will make the penalty of his law so plain
and explicit, that no one can fail to understand it,
unless by the most palpable neglect, or consummate
wickedness, With these preparatory remarks, enter,
kind readef, with me, upah the investigation of this
deepl{ interesting subjeet, the nature of that penaity
we all suffer for Adam’s transgression.

No need of witnesses to convict: they both con-
fess their criminality; and God proceeds to pro-
nounce the penalty. “And unto Adam he said, Be-
cause thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife,
and hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake: in sorrow shalt thou eat of it
all the days of thy life. In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;;
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and
unto dust shalt thou return” Gen. iii, 17, 19.
We will note,

1. The perfect analogy hetween the penalty itself,
and God's own expoaiotgn of it. Penmy—zdying
thou shalt die.”  Exposition—“in sorrow shalt thou
eat of it all the days of thy life: in the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou retwrn unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou
art, and unto dust shalt thou return? From this, we
learn that Adam was to be in a sorrowing, sweating,
toiling, dying condition, until he returned unto the

round; i. e, until he was dead. Thus God not on-
Yy donounced the penalty of his law, but actually
mmployed the agents for its execution. He arrayed
he elemonts of heaven and earth against him, and
loomed him to wear out his constitution by toil and
orrow. Then to complete the work, and make the
axecution of the sentence absolutely cettain, the Lord
drives him from the garden, and guards the tree of
life by a flaming sword. Mark the languago of Je-
hovab: “And now, lest he put forth his hand, and
take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever;
therefore, the Lord God sent him forth from the gar-
den of Eden, &c.” He had just partaken of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil; and now, lest he
gut forth his hand and take also; (in addition, or

kewise;) which shows that he had not eaten of the
tree of life.  That tree now being guarded, there re-
mains no hope for Adam: ho must die.
die. “And all the days that Adam lived were nino
handred and thirty years: and he died.” Thus was
literally fulfilled the penalty— dying thou shalt die.”
Ho was in a dying condition nine hundréd and thir-

He did |,

about five thousand years.

2. The condition in which the execution of the
penalty places man; i. e. the returding of the man
back to the dust: “ For dust thou art, and unto dust
shalt thou return.” The reason here given why man
returns to dust, is, that he was made of dust; “ for,
(because,) dust thou art, &c.” Compare this with
chap. ii, 7. “And the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground.” Death being the reverse of
life, resolves man into his original elements; hence
was man composed of any other elements, death would
resolve him back into theseelements; but, being com-
posed wholly of earth, or dust, death, as a matter of
course,willreturn him back to dust. David’sdeseription
of death harmonizes with this view: “ Put not your
trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom
there is no help. His breath gooth forth, he return-
oth to his earth, &e” Ps. exlviy 8,4, God made
man of earth, and constituted him a living man, by
giving him breath. 1In death the order is roversed.
“His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth.”
“Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”
“ For that which befalleth the sons of men, befalleth
beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one
dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one
breath ; so that a man hath no pre-eminence above a
beast; for all is vanity. All go unto one place; all
are of the dust, and all return to dust again.”  Ecel.
iii, 19, 20. By these plain texts of seripture, we|
learn that death, or the penalty threatened our first
parents, reduces the whole human family to their
original element; i. e, to the dust of the earth.
Man, being unconscious and unintelligent before he
was created, will as a natural consequence, be in the
same condition, when resolved into his original ele-
ments; “he will be as though he had not been;” and
without a resnrrection from the dead, he would re-
main in that condition to all eternity.

The following objections will be urged against the
views presented in this article.

1. Man is in the image of God. God hasno form
hence, the image man sustains to God, cannot con-
sist in form; it must, therefore, consist in nature;
God is immortal; hence, that portion of man’s nature
which is in the image of God, must be immortal.

This objection is predicated upon a false premise;
remove the premise, therefore, and the objection will
be removed. It grows out of the anti-Bible state-
ment, that God has no form. The text quoted to
sustain the objection, is a strong proof text that God
has form, or personality. “And God said, Let us
make man in our image, &c” Gen. i, 26. Here
Ged proposes to smake man in his image; not to
make man, and then put his image into him, or
stamp his image upon him; but to make him in his
image. “And the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground; [chap. ii, 7:] hence, a being
formed of the dust of the ground was in the image
of God. The simplest definition of image, is, form;
benee, man, made of the dust of the ground, was in
the form of God; but for man to be m the form of
God, God must have form. That Christ was in
the form of man, all admit; and the Seriptures teach
that he was in the form of God the Father. «Let
this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus;
who, being in the form of God, thought it not rob-
bery to be equal with God.” If God has no form,
how can Christ be in the form of God? but that
God has form is evident from the tact, that Christ is
in the form of God. With this view, we are prepar-
ed to understand the meaning of Christ's language:
“He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.”
John xiv, 9. Christ being the form, or representa-
tive, of the Father, by seeing Christ, they saw the
Father. But what of Christ could beseen? Noth-
ing, save bis form. The term, image, signifies form
in the following texts: Gen. i, 26;v,3;ix,6; 1 Cor.
xi, 73 James iii, 9.

2. Man alone, of all the creatures God created, is
denominated a living soul; therefore, man must pos-
sess a nature which the inferior animals do not pos-
sess: this nature we denominate the immortal soul.

This objection, being founded also upon  false
statement, must {ail with the statement. The first
time the term living soul occurs in the Bible, it is
applied to évery thing that moves and breathes. See

€n. i, 80. “And to every beast of the edrth, and

to every fowl of the air, and to everything that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein is living sowl,” sco
margin.  Also Rev. xvi, 3. “And the second angel
poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as
the blood of a dead man; and every living soul died
in the sea.” It was the man, made of the dust of
the ground, became a living soul, not that God made
2 livn!’g soul and put into him. Compare 1 Cor. xv,
5, 47,

3. Of man alone, it is asserted, that God breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; hence, there must
be something about man superior to the beasts; that
something we call the deathless Spirit, the breath,
(‘that is, a part) of God.

This, too, is a mistake, equally fatal to the objec-
tion. The same term is applied to every beast, bird,
fish and insect. “ And behold T, even I, do bring
a fiood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh,
wherein is the breath of life, &e.”  “And they went
in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh,
wherein is the breath of life, All in whose nostrils
was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry
land died.” Gen. vi, 17; vij, 15, 22. It was liter-
al air and literal life. See Isa. i, 22; Job xxii, 3;
Ked. iii, 19.

4. How can matter think? Ans. By the power
of God. God can as easily make muatter think as
anything else.

5. God decreed, that in the day Adam ate of
the tree of the knowledze of good and evil, he
should die. He did not die a literal death, for more
than nine hundred years after that day; hence, the
death threatenad must be understood in a spiritnal or
figurative sense. Thisdeparture from the liternl signi-
fication of the term death, grows out of a supposed
necessity ; if; therefore, it can be shown that no such
necessity exists, the reason for such a departure wil
be removed. The proper rendering of the Hebrew
terms translated, “thou shalt surely die,” is, “dying
thou shalt die” (See margin of Gen. ii, 17.) This
languace demands two conditions: Ist. A dying
condition: 2d. A dead condition. The first condi-
tion must precede the second. The first commenced
when Adam commenced dying: he commenced dy-
ing in the day that he eat thereof. In that day be
became a mortal, dying, and being continued in the
first condition nine hundred and thirty years; when
he passed into the second condition; and he will
continue in the last condition until the trump shall
sound and the dead be raised. 1. Thess. iy, 16,

(Te bo Continued.)

Deathe-bed }iepentance.

I have come to the conclusion that it is best to Te
decided. as far as the denunciation of this subject is
concerned.

P can not believe that it is a frequent ocevrrence
that one is traly converted at the close of Jife, for the
for the following reasons:—

1. Ttis contrary to ail the plans of God’s provi-
dence in life. The design of God is to try men for
cternity in this Jife. and that they mature o character
for eternity. Now if a man who has been tried, and
has matured a wrong character, by a death-bed re-
pentence can slip offso very easily his character and en-
ter heaven it is clear that it contravenesthelaw of God’s
usual providence. Now God does not often break
his own laws; and hence it is clear that men can not
often thus repent, for they are beyond it when about
to go to that world for which their character 1s al-
ready decided.

The Bible tells us of thousands of conversions and
only one or two who were saved when about to die.
And these (that one or two) were not those who had
often heard the Gospel, but those who, when about to
die, heard and embraced it at once. So Ican not con-
clude that the repentance of those who have often
heard the Gospel is worth a single straw; while Tmay
hope that he who never heard a word sbout repent-
ance and faith in Christ, until on his death bed, may
repent. Now the latter case I may never meet with,
80 it i» not probable I shall ever witness, or ever have
seen a genuine death-bed repentance.

2. Most of the supposed cases of death-bed repent-
ance will not bear scrutiny, for they are not buiit on
Christ. I have seen what was called sorrow and for-
saking of sin, and resignation; but in all these cases
it was the forced admission and the compelled quie-
tude which deceived. So of all reference to Christ, it
was apparently because they could not deny his name
and be saved, and not the leaping of a pious heart to
one loved in and of himself. So that {rom this time
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forth I must deem them all false; while I deny not the
power and truth of a few. very few cascs indeed on
the whole globe since the Christian era.—7'%he Old
Parsonage.

THE REVIEW AND HERALD

“‘Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
ROCHESTEK THIRD-DAY, SEPT. 28, 1854.

Pllgrimage of Rev. Justin Edwards, D. D,, on
THE SABBATH QUESTION.

Berore us is the “ Sabbath Manual by Rev. Jus-
tin Edwards, D. D., published by the American
Tract Society.”

Mr. Edwards, a learned and popular man, was con-
sidered by the American Tract Society a suitable per-
son to prepare a standard work setting forth the
claims of the (so-called) Christian Sabbath. In this
work we may expect to find all the strength of argu-
ment that can be produced in favor of the observance
of the first day of the week as the Sabbath for Chris-
tians.

But our object at this time is not so much to show
the unsoundness of the arguments presented to prove
that the first day of the week is the authorized Sab-
bath for Christians ; but we wish to notice the wind-
ing pilgrimage of this Doctor of Divinity to his fina}
arrival to the conclusion that all Christians should
observe the first day of the week as a day of rest
and worship. IHe undoubtedly starts right, so far
as his work treats upon the time when the Sabbath
was instituted. Te says:—

“The first great institution established in paradise
for the human race, was that of marriage. This
lays the foundation for families, and for social rela-
tions among men. The second great institution,
established also in paradise for the race, was that of
the Sabbath. This was designed to regulate fami-
lies ; Lo point out the period for labor and the period
for vegt, for the public worship of God, and of special
devotion to spiritual and eternal concerns. So im-
poriant was this arrangement to the glory of God
and to the welfure of men, that with reference to it
God regulated his own conduct in the creation of the
world. He wrought six days—himself. He then

came out in the face of creation, and rested one day.
" God thus gave to thisarrangement of six days for labor
and one for rest, the sanction of his high and holy ex-
ample. This was the proportion which would, in all
ages, be suited to the nature of men, adapted to their
capacities, and essential to the suppf v of their wants.
With reference to it, time itself was to be divided, not
into days, or months, or years, merely, or into any
periods measured by the revolutions of the Zarth or
the heavenly bodies, but into weeks—periods of sev-
en days; six for labor, and one for rest and special
devotion to spiritual things. This division of time,
measured by the conduct and will of God, and by the
capacities and wants of men, was, among those who
g"..uld know and do his will, to be as permanent and
a3 universal as though it were measured by the revo-
lutions of the earth or the heavenly bodies. 1t was
to be, in all ages and all countries, & sign of the cove-
nant between God and his people.”—pp. 8, 9.

* The reason which God gaveon the tables of stone
for keeping the Sabbath, was not a Jewish reason.
It was one which applies alike to all men. ‘For in
six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth.
the sea, and all thatin them is.” DBut he did not make
them for Jews merely, or for any particular people.
He made them for us, and for all men. As a memo-
rial of that fact, he set apart the Sabbath, kept it,
slnsncl!iﬁﬂed and blessed it, for the benefit of ull.”—pp.

, 16,

#Some contend that the Sabbath was made for the
Jews only. But this is in opposition to the testimo-
ny of the Infallible Witness, the Lord of the Sabbath.

is_decision is, (Mark, ii, 27,] ‘The Sabbath was
made for man.’  Man, as used in this connection, and
in other places in the Bible, does not mean Jews on-
ly: it means the human family; as when it is said,
* Man that is born of a woman s of few days and full
of trouble. He cometh forth as a fiower, and Js cut
down.” It does not mean Jews only: it means the
human race. When it is said, * Man'lieth down. and
riseth not again till the heavens be no more,’ does it
mean Jews only? No. It means man, to whom it
i8 appointed once to die. And the Sabbath was made
for man—that man to whom it is appointed once to
die. and after that the judgment.”—pp. 87, 88.

Here Mr, Edwards takes the true position : one of
vital importance to the perpetuity of the Bible Sab-

bath ; for, if the Sabbath was made for man, at cre-
ation, it is neither Jewish nor Christian, but “the
Sabbath {Rest] of the Lord thy God.”

There is another point of the greatest importance
to the right view of this subject: it is the distinction
between the two kinds of laws, and the two kinds of
Sabbaths. This distinction the Doctor has set forth
in a clear and beautiful manner, in the following
words i—

“ Under the Jewish dispensation were incorporated
two kinds of laws. One was founded on obligations
growing out of the nature of men, and their relations
to God and one another; obligations binding before
they were written, and which will continue to be
binding upon all who shall know them, to the end of
time. Such are the laws which were written by the
finger of God on the tables of stone, and are called mor-
al laws. The other kind, called ceremonial laws, re-
lated to various outsyard observances, which were not
obligatory till they were commanded, and then were
binding only on the Jews till the death of Christ.

“There were also two kinds of Sabbaths, or days
of vest. One was a day of weekly rest; and the
command to keep it holy was placed by the Law-giv-
er in the midst of the moral laws. Tt was called, by
way of eminence, ‘ Tne Sassarn.’ The command-
ment to keep the other sabbaths was placed by the
Lawgiver among the ceremonial laws because it was
like them, as the command to keep the weekly Sab-
bath was [ike the laws with which it was associated.
One class were fundamental, permanent, universal
moral laws ; the other class were local, temporary
ceremonial laws. One had their origin in the na-
ture and relations of man ; the other in the peculiar
circumstances in which, for a time, & peculiar people
were placed. One would be binding in all ages, up-
on all who should know them ; and the other wourd
be binding ounly upon the Jews till the death of the
Messiah.”"—pp. 133, 134.

That the Jews were required to observe the sev-
enth day of the week, and did observe that day, is
evident. Ex. xx, 8-11; Gen. ii, 2, 3; Ex. xvi, 22—
30. That Adam. Abel, Enoch, Lot, Abraham and
Moses kept the last day of the week, Mr. Edwards
does not express the least doubt. And now to re-
move the weekly Sabbath (made for the entire race,
reaching from creation forward through all time)
from t"e seventh day, (which God exalted when he
hallowed it in the beginning,) down to the first day
of the week, (which he never hallowed.) is no small
task. To do this the Doctor is obliged to come down
two very difficalt descents ; first, make it appear that
the fourth commandment does not require the ob-
servance of ““ the seventh day,” but @ seventh day ;
(that is, one day in seven, but no one day in particu-
lar,) second, that the first day of the week, (the definite
day of Christ’s resurrection,) is that indefinite day !!
Mark well his steps. He says:—

“.The primary and essential idea in the numbers
‘six’ and ‘ seven,’ as used in the command, is that of
proportion. It marks the number of days to be de-
voted to secular concerns, compared with those to be
devoted to rest and spiritual duties. ‘Six daysshalt
thou labor ;' and the next day, which of course, reck-
oning from the first working day. is ‘the seventh,’
thou shalt rest and not do any work. Men who call
their first working day the second day of the week,
and who, on the seventh day from that, keep the
Christian Sabbath, do as really comply with the spir-
it and the letter of the fourth commandment, as men
did who of old kept the Jewish Sabbath.>—p. 91.

With Mr. Edward’s definition of the word Sab-
bath, which all agree is correct, let us compare the
above with the language of the fourth commandment.
On page 88 he says that ** The word SaspaTH means
rest”

“ Remember the Sabbath-day [Rest-day]| to keep
it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy
work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath [Rest] of
the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not do any work,
. » . for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea and all that in them is, and rested on the
seventh day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sab-
bath-day [the Rest-day]| and hallowed it.” Ex. xx,
8-11.

On what day did God rest. The seventh., What
day did he hallow. The seventh. What day, then,
is the Sabbath, or Rest, of the Lord thy God? The
seventh day, the very day on which the Lord thy

God restad. Whatare we commanded to remember ?

=S o STy

The day. What are we required to keepholy 7 The
day. In whatare we forbidden to work 7 In the day.
None can fail to see that the Author of the fourth
commandment requires the observance of the definile
day of the week on which he rested, and which he
sanctified; and not a day. Some indefinite day,
left to man’s choice, would be quite another thing.
Man may choose @ day for rest and worship, but, at
the most, it is only his sabbath or rest; but the sev-
enth day is the Sabbath, or Rest, of the Lord thy
God; for on that day the Lord God rested.

The Sabbatic institution does not consist in man’s
setting apart either of the seven days of the week he
chooses to a holy use ; but it is based upon the fact
that God blessed the seventh day alter he had rested
upon it. And the fourth commandment enjoins the
weekly celebration of Jehovah’s Rest-day,

God did not make the seventh day holy by resting
uponit, but his blessing he bestowed upon theday after
he had rested upon it. * And God blessed the sev-
enth day and sanctified it ; beeanse that in it ke had
rested.” Gen. ii, 3. If] then, the great God did not
make a day holy by resting upon it, how prepos-
terous for feeble man to talk of making one of the six
common days of labor holy by resting and worship-
ingon that day ! God has never left to man the work
of making Sabbaths, or making days holy; but he
requires of the race the weekly celebration of that
day which he made lioly at the close of the first week
of time.

But we must leave this point fort he present, to fol-
low the Doctor still further on his pilgrimage. After
asserting that the fourth commandment docs not re-
quire the observance of any one particular day of
the week, he then takes the position that it is the
duty of Christians to keep the first day of the week,
the definite day on which Christ arose from the
dead!! He says:—

 Ever since He who had power to lay dowu his
life, showed that he had power to take it ugain, by
bursting the bands of death, and rising triumphant,
leading captivity captive, his disciples have assembled
on the day of his resurrection to worship and adore,”

* Have they done right in this? And are men now
doing right in keeping the day of the resurrcction of
the Saviour, and the finishing of his atoning woik for
their salvation, as the Christian Sabbath.”—p. 101,

“The resurrection of the Redeemer, the assembling
of his disciples, the manifestation of himself to them
the approval which he bestows upon themn, the com-
wission which he gives them. the Ioly Ghost which
he imparts to them—all give to this day, in the view
of his disciples, a grand peculiarity, and strongly
mark it for their future guidance.”—p. 105.

“In observing the first day of the week for relig-
ious worship. they followed no cunningly devised fa-
ble, but the known will of their Lord ; and that prac-
tice has been continned in the Christian world from
that day to this. So general was it, even befuie the
death of the apostles, and under their direction, that
the day, by way of convenience. was called THE
Lorp’s pAY ; that is, the day especially devoted to
his worship.”

“As the supper which commemorated his death was
called ‘the Lord’s supper,’ so the day of his resur-
rection, on which they met for his worship, was called
‘the Lord’s day.” And so universal was the habit
of observing it, that it was, without explanation, ev-
idently understood at that time throughout the
Christian world.

“ Here the apostle John says, ‘T was in the Spirit
on the Lord’s day.” What day that was, all Chris-
tians knew. 1t was the day of his resurrection, when
they assembled to worship their Lord.”—pp, 112,113,

The Doctor has now come down the second descent,
and is seen with the Sabbath established, (if asser-
tions will answer in the place of Bible testimony)
on the defimte first day of the week. But we shall
do well to notice that most of the statements contain-
ed in the above extracts are deceptive, and positively
untrne, The Doctor assumes very many things
which he should prove by plain scripture testimony ;
but, as he has no such testimony at his command, he
uses the words “ evidently,” and *“ doubtless,” to es-
tablish fundamental points in his theory, and passes
on. Such words from a Doctor of Divinity have
much more weight with many narrow-souled sectari-
ans than the word of God. Such can see no flaw in
his arguments,




THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

53

But let us now look back and. take & view of the
route Mr. Edwards has come. In getting from
seventh day of thg week, the old beaten path whi
he acknowledges had been trodden from Adam to,
Christ, more than 4000 years, he takes the position
that God has never required the observamce of amy
one day of the week, but only one day in seven.
And then in framing his theology to suit the custom
of the age, he takes the ground that God requires the
observance of the definite first day of the week.
How unfortunate for these men who take upon them-
gelves the task of showing a change in the Sabbath
that God has never revealed such a change, and that
they are left to'take so rugged and exceeding crooked
route in getting from the seventh day. of the week to
the first. . *Or, rather, how unfortunate for them that,
instead of cheerfully submitting to the claims of the
fourth commandment, in their zeal to maintain an
institution of Papacy they mangle the word of God,
and expoge their own folly. This may be considered
strong language; but let ns see if the nature of the
case will net justify it. “What is Mr. Edwards’ real
position? Summed up in few words it is this:—

The fourth commandment does not enjoin the ob<
servance of the seveuth day of the'week. It requires
the observance of one-day in seven, but mo day in
particalar. ‘And the -Sabbath has beeu changed to
the first day of the week.

But, what has the Sabbath -been changed from ?
Why. from one day in seven, but no partionlar day ! 1!
And what is the Sabbath changed f0? It has been
changed, according to the learned Mr. Edwards, to
one day in seven, and no day in particular!!! But
this amonnts to no change at all. And what is still
more wonderful, Mr. Edwards makes this no day in
porticular, which the Sabbath has been changed to,
to be the defivite first day of the week!!

So that the Sabbath has been changed from one
day iu seven and no day in particular, to another
day in ‘seven and no day in particular; and that no
day in particular is the identical first day of the

week [ !
(T be Continued.)

WHO CHANGED THE LAWS OF THE
MOST HIGH ?

In Dan. vii, 20-25, is a prophecy of a blasphe-
mous power that should arise upon earth, a most dis-
tinguished enemy of the Mbst High. That God’s
people might not be seduced by him, the works which
he was to perform are pointed out; viz., He shall
speak great words against the Most High, and shall
wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to
change times and laws.

It igevident that the laws spoken of are the laws of
the Most High ; for his whole work is to oppose God.
The changing of human laws would not be noted as
a distinguishing characteristic of the man of sin. No:
his distinguishing acts are against God and his saints,
his times and his laws,

By thus forewarning ns that the man of sin would
think to change the laws of God, to my mind, the
Lord pledges himself thet ke will never change them ;
for, supposing that He knew that he would chauge
his own laws at the beginning of the gospel dispen-
sation, some 500 years before the rise of the little
horn, the declaration that this horn should think to
cbango them, would leave honest souls to be deceived,
and to atmbute God’s own work to the enemy, He
does not deemve his children; bnt he gave this
s a sign by which we might d:sung\nsh that wick-
ed power. Therefore we are safe in saying. that the
Most High stauds pledged that he wilknot change the
laws in question ; so that when the prophecy is ful-
filled, all can say, without fear, and with the utmost
assurance, * An enemy hath done this.”

If none have tanght a change in the laws of God,
from the days of Daniel to the present time, we must
conclude that this prophecy is not yet fulfilled ; but
a power did arise more than 1200 years ago. that ful-
filled the main points in the prophecy. The great
words against God have been spoken, the saints have
been worn ont for many centuries, and there can be
no ressonable cloubtthat the Papacy is the little horn,

That the Papacy fulfilled this prediction is admit-

o|ted. That the law of God has been changed, in some

way, is #lso admitted ; whether it is done by abolish-
ing the whole, and re-enacting a part, or by changing
a few words of .one coiimandment, the change is ad-
mitted. - But as absurd and astonishing as it may ap-
pear, it is claimed that Jesus Christ made the change
500 years before the Papacy was developed ; thus
making Christ falfill the work of Antichrist! And
while the Papal church claims that she made the
change by her own authority, Protestants deny this
claim, and stamp this distinguishing mark of the
blasphemons little horn, upun our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ! Which is the most blasphemous as-
gertion 7 It would scem that the days of Papal blas-
phemy are past, and that Protestants can now speak
words which are too great for Papists to utter.

Do we know that the little horn power has aris-
en? Yes. How? Because, among other things,
it shonld think to change times and laws ; and it is
commonly reported that the law of God has been
changed. But how do yon know that Christ did not
make the change? Because that work was assigned
to the little horn, and was a foretold sign by which
to distinguish that power when it should arise. Now
suppose that Daniel had lived till the first advent,
and had seen Jesus attempting to change the exist-
iug moral codeof the Most High ; who could condemn
him. had hesaid, This is indeed the Jittle horn !

But our blessed Lord did no such work. Hecame
not to subvert his Father’s law but to ratify it.

R. F. CoTrRELL.

God’s Purpose in Creating Man.
I was conversing with a man a few days since, who
sometimos expresses doubts as to the truth of the

Blble, on the subject of spirit manifestations. T re-|w

marked to him that I thought it was the work of
the Devil. He said he did not believe that the Dey-
il was stronger than God himself. - Spiritaalism was
producing & much greater infiuence all through the
land than any religious excitement; he did not be-
lieve the Devil could control the majority here, and
they snffer with him for ever, which would be the
same as serving him for ever. If this was the final
destiny of mau, God, who could but foresee all
things, could neither be wise nor good in creating
him. I then said to him, We will reason together of
this matter. God was infinitely holy and happy and
it would be bencvolent and good in him to make a
being capable of enjoying this blessedness. This
goodness was manifest in creating man in his own
image, capable of knowing and holding communion
with his God. But being a created, dependent being,

it was reasonable that he should be under the gov-

ernment of his Maker; therefore he gave him his
law which embraced all his will concerning him.
Law given to a being possessing liberty and intelli-
gence, implies power to obey or disobey. To his ex-
istence therefore iy attached probation ; and this im.

plies a day of settling accounts, or a day of judg-|p
ment,

As law is of uo force or avail without penalty,
therefore the all-wise Governor of man_has said that
the effects of transgression shall be death: “In
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die.” By the overfiowing of his goodness, God has
manifested his mercy in giving his Son to pay this
debt ; therefore the Son of Geod dies upon the cross.
Having become the property of Christ by the pur-
chase of his blood, we must hear him. He points us
to the law to learn our duty, and has taught us to
look to him for grace to do it. This presents our
Saviour as our atoning High Priest; for through his
blood we have pardon and become reconciled to God.
The world being nader the curse, or feeling the effects
of transgressiou, there is a necessity of bringing in
another order and hetter state of things; therefore
we have not only the resurrection of Christ, but also
his ascension to the heavenly Sanctnary, where now
he makes iutercession for ns. He being the first
fruita from the grave, the next in the order of events,

is to Lring all that sleep in Jesus, from the tomb,

that they may have immortality and eternal blessed-
ness. As temporal death is not the penalty for indi-
vidual transgression, and thecffects of sin and amount
of individual guilt cannot be fully seen in this life,

therefore the unrighteous must have a resurrection.
Now they can see the effects of all their ungodly
deeds, and their trampling under foot the blood of
the Son of God. The glories of Paradise they have
lost ; and the second death is now before them.
With the Devil still deceiving them, they would,
with their batred to God and his people, compass the
camp of the sainta and the beloved city. But they
see their efforts vain: ntter despair and anguish takes
hold on them: they now begin to feel the pains of
the second death—no hope beyond this! Now they
know what is meant by the worm that dieth not,
and the fire that shall not be quenched. Their last
hope perishes; for fire from God out of heaven de-

vours them. The Devil, and all that serve him,
death and hell, are cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death. The Devil and all his works have
an entire destruction. The curse is now removed
from the earth, and God has a clean universe and a
race of intelligent beiugs forever to praise and glori-
fy him; which he would not have had, had he not
have made man. The power of liberty which man
possessed has been employed in obedience to the di-
vine command; and now he knows what is con-
tained in the precious promise, * Blessed are they
that do -his commandments.” They have right te
the tree of life and enter in through the gates into
the city. Therefore it cannot be said that it is not
wise and good for God to make man, though meny
alk the road to death. May we choose life.

Joun BYINGTON.
Buck's Bridge, N. Y., Sept. 6th, 1854,

Tent Meeting at Saline, Mick.

TH1s meetiug though commenced under very unfa-
vorable circumstances, closed triumphantly. We
pitched our tent on sixth-day, and in the P. M., a
sudden gale arose and the wind blew with such vio-
lence as to tear down the tent, breaking the center
pole and several hooks and ropes, in consequence of
which we were obliged to meet on the Sabbath in the
village school-house, After the Sabhath was past
we re-pitched our tent and held meetings in it on
First-day and each evening through the week, and
over the following Sabbath and First-day. Theinter-
est continued to increase from the beginning. We
sold $18,00 worth of books during the meeting. Ma-
ny acknowledged our positions correct, and some said
they must keep the Sabbath. The amount of good
accornplished at this meeting remains to be seen here-
after? In this place as in every other where we have
held mectings this season with the tent, the testimo-
ny has produced a general searching of the Scriptures ;
but as it was anciently, although many believe yet
hut few will confess the trnth, because of the cross!

Brn, Edmonds and Moore, resxdmg one four and the
other about five miles from the village, were the only
ones to bear the burden of the meeting. They dis-
missed their business and were untiring in their ef-
forts to get the light before their neighbors and
friends. We hope they may yet see much fruit as
the result of their labors of love even though it
should not be until  after many days.”

M. E. CorNELL,
J. N. LovegaBOROUGH.

AN EXTRACT,

Mg. Wnite :—Feeling a deep interest in the Ad-
vent movement, I take the liberty to send you an
extract of a letter which I recently addressed to a
foreign mlsslonu'y Friend, to whom I freely ex-
pnssed my views of the Advent people. Ifyou think
my views are correct, and such as would be profita-
hle to the readers of your paper. they are at your dis-
posal. Mags. A, C. Bacock.

Dzear Frienp :—I wo—u_l:i_ that I could tell you
what I have reoently heard of the word of God, whish



THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

54

T have often read, but never understood in its true
light, aye, and felt its power: I think it would do
you good. I firmly believe that the Sabbath-keep-
ing Adventists are the people of God: a people that
God has raised up in these latter days to prepare the
world for its final doom. They are, as a people, selected
from the haunts of poverty ; and as the apostles were
called from their fishing-nets or other employments,
so many of these leave their secular avocations and
go forth boldly and fearlessly in the defense of truth.
They are unlearned ; that is, untaught, in our insti-
tutions of learning ; but they present the truths of
the Bible in a clearer, more systematical, beautiful
and perfect light, than any other people that I ever
heard. They flec to no Doctors of Divinity, they
consult no ancient Fathers, to sustain their positions
or support their sentiments; but simply read the
Bible in its plain, obvious, and much of it in its lit-
eral sense, comparing scripture with seripture, and
using one parable or prophetic writing to explain an-
other. In reading it thus, it becomes®a perfect lamp,
to guide us through this erring world.

It is truly astonishing how the Bible has been mys-
tified, spiritualized and perverted! Passages which
had always looked dark, and which T never expected
to undevstand, now seem as familiar as the alphabet.

They clear away the mists of error and Papacy,
and present the peart of trath, in its true beauty and
dignity. How precious the volume of inspiration
thus appears ! When rightly understood, it answers
its very purport of being a revelation from God, a
transcript of the divine will. I thought I loved the
Bible before T heard them preach ; but I now prize
it as I never prized it before.

1 fancied that I loved and honored the Sabbath
commandment, (having been taught from a child that
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord,) but in
hearing it preached under the sound of the third an-
gel’s message, which they testify is the last message
of mercy to this sinful world, I discovered a lustre
and glory encircling this truth, that I never saw be-
fore. They manifest a zeal which I trust is accord-
ing to knowledge in their self-sacrificing and untiring
efforts to win souls to Christ. Through their exer-
tions, how speedily is the truth eutting its mighty
way through the earth, ringing in the ears, and re-
verberating through the hearts and nerves of the mul-
titudes, who are obeying the institutions of Papacy,
and rejecting the fourth commandment.

Fearful indeed will be the doom of that people who
still persist in a sinful course, after a full conviction
of their disobedience. Says Paul, [Heb. x, 26, 27,]
“For if we sin willfully after that we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins. but a certain fearfal looking for of
Jjudgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour
the adversaries.”” Heavily wiil the wrath of an
avenging God fall on those who knew the truth, and
would not obey it.

Harmless and inoffensive as this people are, [ have
wondered at the opposition which they constantly
meet. Like the people of God in ancient time, they
are scorned, despised, ridiculed and hated, not only
by the world, but by almost every other denomina-
tion of professed Christians. They bear insult and
opposition with all patience and meckness, sustained
by the cheering hope that the Saviour in whom they
trust, will soon appear in the clonds of heaven, to
deliver them frow earth’s trials, and conduct them
through the gates into the great City of God—the
New Jerusalem.

You weep over the idolatrous customs and prac-
tices of an heathen nation ; but I feel that we have
greater reason to mourn over the condition of gospel-
wise and gospel-hardencd sinners ; for how much
more tolcrable will their judgment be, than those
who sin against light and trath, Could you seec the
condition of this people as I now view it, wethinks
you would join me in the wail of grief, over this sin-
ful, this hypocritical, this oppressive, though bousted
Republican Nation. But the day of retribution is
hastening on. ‘The cries of the oppressed are enter-
ing into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and he

will speedily avenge their wrongs. A.C.B.
Miiton, Rock Co., Wis., Sept. 15th, 1854.

-
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THE AGED PILGRIM.
I mey an aged pilgrim on the way,
Who bower benoath the heavy weight of years;

But yot on whosc frail tenement of elny,
Were lightly traced their cares and toils and fears.

Think not life’s common ills did not befall;

For light and shade its varied textures show :
Think not that he, unlike the lot of all,

Could drain its cup, unmixed with dregs of woe.

With righteous thoughts and deeds each day was rifo,
That paved with peace the rugged path he trod,

In humble micen, apart from scencs of strife—
The way that leads to glory and to God,

Desires, above his needs, wero all denied.
Hie will, subdued, to Ileaven's deerces resigned ;
Nor wished for more than this—to be supplied
With what a gracious Providence designed.

In faith his prayers ascended to the throne,

That blessings, as were bost, he might receive;
And filled with gratitude for mercios shown,

His thanks like incense rose, at morn and eve.

The glow of feclings true, bis visage wore,
Which only overflow the soul sincere.

To Want'gave frecly of his ample store,
To Sorrow’s voice, the sympathetic tear.

His words, with moaning fraught, wore just and kind,
That cheered the listening ear, in accents mild.

Of knowledge pure, of lofty aiw in mind,
In heart ns meek and lowly as a child.

He sought not for applause, or earth's renown,
Nor yet to bask in pleasure’s smiling ray;

But still, undaunted, dared the world’s cold frown,
For joy it could not give nor take awsy.

This honor most he craved : his name carolled
On the immortal list, inscribed above,
With prophets, martyrs, holy men of »ld,
Who to their Master proved their deathless love.

The Hope and Truth that burned within his breast,
Swect consolation to his spirits bring ;

Though weary here, there yet remains o rest,
Though cow a captive, soon be'll be a king.

This lesson, deep, experience had taught,
I doomed of priceless worth, if understood :
For wisdom it contained, for bligs it hrought,—
Coutent with life, and living to do good.
A R.B.

persuaded to be w christian.  And yet, after all, vou
remain impenitent and far from God. Oh ! would it
be surprising if cven a long suifering and compas-
sionate God should be wearied and provoked to an-
ger by snch treatment, and should leave you in total
obduracy 2 Then your case would be desperate, and
nothing could produce sincere repentance. At the
rospect of death you might be alarmed, and wring-
ing your hands in anguish, you might cry for mer-
¢y 3 but such fear would be only the forebodings of
eternal death and God will have forgotten to be
gracions. You might be overwhelmed with alarm
and terror, but, like Esav. who sold his Dbirthright,
find no place for repentance, though you sought it
carefully with tears. .

Be cautious, lest, by the too oft repeated rejection
of the proffers of love, your heart become callous and
indifferent under the most melting exhibitions of
truth ; lest the blessed Spirit of Giod, offended at the
ungrateful requital required at your hands, should go
away forever, and your life be continned only to glo-
rify  the power awl justice of an insulted and m-
censed God, by adding sin unto sin, and ireasuring
up wrath against the day of wrath.

eee—
SPIRIT-RAPISM, alias PAGANISI,

T'o definc the terms at the head of this article. we
mean by “ Spirit-rapism” the religious helicl of thase
who profess to reccive revelations from depan Led cpir-
its, accompanicd by awdible sounds. moving of furni-
ture &e., which is ealled by its advocates, Spiyitual-
ism.  As this Jast term does not specily anytiing thag
is peculiar to that form of religious belief, we adoypit
as more expressive that at the head of thix wticle,
Nor by “ Paganism” do we mean anything: contenpi-
wous, or diflerent from the refined wytholozy of in-
tellectual Greece and Rome,

We do not prupose to go into any labored compir-
ison of these vwo systems at the present time; hat
simply to express our convietions, frow all we have
been able to learn of themw, that the two are essen-
tially identical—hoth in the oljects of their worship,
and the tenets of their faith.

In the carly history of the Clinrch, Paganism was
the great antagonism of Clirtuty. as luhdelity
has been of later years; hut now, strange as ot way
seem  that which Chyistinnity wet and defented. is

SELECTIONS.

A S o 8 AL S N s

A Soul Forsaken of God.

Tr the soul be forsaken of God—if the Ioly Spirit.
by whose power aloue the heart can be renewed, take
his departure——how utterly hopeless is his condition !
Tt stands as a monument of Divine wrath, to whomn
the Lord says, as he did of the accursed fig-tice,
* Let no fruit grow thereon forever. Already its
doom is fixed beyond change. and its everlasting ru-
in as certain as though it were shut up in the pris-
on of despair. What! is there no efficacy in the
blood of Jesus ?  Ah! his atoning sacrifice has
been rejected.  Is there no power in the grace of God ?
That groce has been despised. Is there no love in
the heart of God? Iis love and patience have been
so long slighted and abused, that the very heart
which once melted with Pily is now insensible to the
sinner’s guilty state. 'Will no cries for merey reach
his ear? Ah? time was when he said, *1 love
them who love me, and those who scek me carly
shall find me 3 bat now he is regardless of the sin-
ner’s prayer, and though from the bLorders of the
grave he lift his agonizing cry to heaven, the Lord
replies, ** Becausc I ealled, and ye refused ; I stretched
out mipe arm, and no man regarded; I also will
laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when your
fear cometh. Then shall they call upon me, but I
will not answer ; they shall seek me early butl they
shall not find me.”

Dear reader, what an affecting appeal does this sub-
ject make to your heart, urging you to immediate re-
pentance! 1 might enforce this obligation by a con-
sideration of approaching death. But suppose God
should spare your life for many years, is there not
danger that you may grieve away the Holy Spirit,
and exhaust the forbearance and "patience of God ?
Reflect bow long he has been calling you by the aw-
ful threatenings of his Jaw, and the mild accents of
the gospel. You have growi up amid the privileges
of a Christian land, and truth has been addressed to
you in every variety of form. God has showered up-
on you many blessings, that your gratitude might
be awakened and his goodness lead you to repent-
ance ; and occasionally perhaps, he has afflicted you,
that i the exgerience of carth’s vanity you might
seek heaven’s bliss. He has visited you by his Spir-
it. You have heard the Holy Spirit knocking at
the door of your heart. At the grave of a friend,
on a sick-bed, or under an impressive discourse, you
have felt his secret inflyence, and bave been almost

L e E

being propagated as Christianity by mnltitudes of 1t«
advocates,  And those who have hecome convineed of
the doctrine of a future state. by the phienomena of
spirit-rapism, have been proclanned as converts to
Chyistianity by it—such a resuit being hailed as evi-
dence of its divine origin.

A belief in a future state. is however no preaiiarity
of Christianity,—it being alike believad Ly Chiristians
and Pagans.

The E ry ptians represented the soulas bronght. after
death, into the presence ol its judge. attended by ac-
cusing and approviug spirits.  The Greek my thology,
which was likewige adopted by their imitators i ev-
erything, the Ruomans, carried the sonl aevoss the yiv-
er Styx, in the bout of Charon, to the bay of three
righteous judges, under whose award it passed to an
appropriate abode, according to its works on cartin—
those

*Who suffercd wounds
In fighting for their country’s cause 5 and priests
Who kept their souls unspotted whilst then bives
Endured ; and pious bards who waibled stains
In honor to Apollo: those who polishid
Life by invented arts ; and such as naie
Their mewories dear to others by the deeds
Of goodness,”
were admitted to
“The realms of joy,

Delightfal haunts of never-facdng green,
"The blessed seats in groves of Luppiness,
Where ether more ditfusive, robes the ficlds
Iu purple glory.”

ere they gave themselves up to the more rational
pleasures of our nature, following at the samc time,
such paths to Lappiness, and such occapations, as Lad
been dear to them in life, But the wicked were cast
down into hell,—a place inliabited by care sorrow,
disease, want, fear, hunger, toil, &c., and in which

* An hundred tongues,

An hundred months, and speech by iron lungs
Inspired, covld not enumerate the names
Of all their punishments,”

The Scandinasians tiught that the brave were to
revel forever in the halls of Valhalla, and drink inecad
offered them by maidens, from the skulls of their cn-
emies. Sowme of the Pagan Arabs said, that of the
blood near the brain a bird was formed, which once
in & century visited the sepulchre, and others belicved
a resurrccuon.  The first natives of this continent
scen by the Spaniards, taught that the souls of good
men went to & pleasant valley, where all kinds of
fruit were abundant; and that the dead walked
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abroad in the gight and feasted with the livmg
Charléroix saya, that the Indians paid a great regard
to dreams, as embracing an intercourse with spirits,
They ymaguied a_paradise in the west. a land where
natare glowed with an internal sunset.—The Mexi
cans supposed three places for the departed : the house
of sun, for such as fell in battle, or died captives, and
women who perished, in childhood ; the piace of the
god of water for the drowned, for children, and for
those who died of dropsy, tumors. and similar diseas-
es. or of accidentnl wounds; and the place of dark-
ness, in the center of the earth. The Patagonians,
in mentioning the dead, call them those who are with
God, and out of the world, The Tongo people suppose
the souls of their dead to be in a delightful island of
shadows. The Yucatanese represent the abode of the
good as a pleasant land of plenty, nnder the shade of
s mighty tree. The Chickasawe believe that the souls
of red men walked nup and down near the place where
they died, or were lid ; and said they often heard
cries and noises where prisoners had been burned.
The Indians of Cumana supposed echo to be the voice
of the departed. [t isn common belief of the Indians
of America, that the spirits of the slain haunted their
tribe till they were avenged.

To convince an infidel merely of a future exist-

ence, is to do very little towards making & Christian

of him. Christianity is the way of salvation eflected
by the death and resurvection of Christ, faith in him,

Ad. Herald.
COMMUNICATIONS.
T From Bro- Simons,

Dear Bro. Wmre :—I almost wonder sometimes
that all that hear do not believe and understand pras-
ent truth, the third angel’s message, the light is so
clear. Dut then I remember the great cloud that
was let down between the Hebrews and the Egyp-
tians. It was light to Tsrael but darkness to their
enemies. Can it be presumed that a people with
such a light as a literal cloud by day, and a pillar of
firo by night. should ever distrust the iowar and
goodness of God, to preserve and protect them wher-
ever they might be called to go? But as they ap-
proached the land, (Canaan.) ten out of twelve cho-
sen from among them, quailed before their foes !

How similar is the Advent movement since 1844 )
What a light the word of God affords to-day to him
that reads carefully and prayerfully, and searches it
as for hidden treasure. 8‘ruthfully has it been said,
that then the kingdom of heaven should be liken-
el unto ten virgins. Who that looks over the past
can fail to make the application and also perceive
our whereabouts. .

Again, when Moses told the children of Tsrael that
their carcasses should fall in the wilderness, they
were impulsed to go up; but Moses told them that
God was not with them, and the trath of his word
was soon after confirmed to them; for they were
overcome a8 he told them they would be. How il-
Justrative is the New-Timetheory, of the move that
Israe] then made. How certain itis tha: God is not
with them, while they regard his commandments no
more than the worldling. Hand in hand they are
agreed in hiding, as the Lord hath said, their eyes
from my Sxbbaths, and I am profaned among them.
Fze. xxii, 26. They seem to be unmindful of Jan.es’
view of pure religion and undefiled before God and
the Father—to visit the fatuerless and widows in
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from
the world. James i, 27. May we not justly re-
mind them of what the Prophet hath said, Isa. xxiv,
5. “The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants
thereof; because they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting cove-
nant.” Who will say that the curse will not de-
vour the earth, though this prophecy be as destruc-
tive to the temporal millennium theory, as 1 Cor.
xv. 53, and 1 Tim. vi. 16, are to the immortality of
man, which the Spirit Rappings are sovnnanimous in
helping the nominal churches to sustain.

1 believe the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus to comprise the substance or essence of both
the O14 and New Testaments. They that read most
in the word of God. and practice and believe what
they read. are found looking into and embracing the
third angel’s message: a sure evidence of presen
trath, That it is a time to bind up the testimony
and seal the Jaw among the disciples is certain. 'The
remnant are found having the testimony of Jesus
and keeping the commandments of God. Rev. xij,
17. There is one truth as yet scem$ to be shrouded
in mist by nominal Adventists and even by some
that are in the third angel’s message with us: it is
the closing of the ministration of Christ. The Jews
overlooked his humiliation and likewise his ministra-
tion or priest-hood, and rested their eyes upon him
when he is to be King of kirgs and Lord of lords,

in the faith.

possessing the kingdom under the whole heavens:
not being aware of the dispensation of mercy that
should come alike to all nations and ietervene be-
tween the News of Good Tidings of Great Joy and the
bringing of Jife and immortality to Jight through his
death, and the time when he shall rule the nations
with a rod of iron. But as we near the shore, objects
that once appeared in the distance appear distinctly.
Let us take the view of Paul {Heb. viii,] that the
earthly ministration does shadow forth the heavenly.
Let us compare them : the earthly high priest, with
a Jamb, made offerings to God ; so Christ, the Lamb
of God, {John i, 29 ] gave himself & ransom for all,
to be testified in due time. 1 Tim.ii. 6; Gal. i, 4;
also Heb. ii, 17, thus being our High Priest in things
pertaining to God, he will testify for us in due time
while there is probation., But when they shall de-
sire to sce one of the days of the Son of man and
shall not se2 it, [ Luke xvii. 22.] or when there is no
high priest or intercessor, [Isa. Jix, 19, we conclude
that he has put off his priestly garments in exchange
for his garments of vengeance and will then suddenly
appear in the clouds of heaven to receive vs to him-
self, that where he is there we may be also.

Again, Paul says in Heb. ix, 27,28, ““And as it is
appointed unto man once to die but after this the
judgment, so Christ was once offered to bear the sins
of many and unto them that look for him shall he
appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”
I think these two verses contain more than the casual

. | reader is aware of ; for if the earthly high priest did

bear the sins of literal Israel, as was manifest by the
breast plate of righteousness, until the most holy was
cleansed which was at the end of the year, and then
came out und confessed the sins over the head of
the scape-goat, which answers in the typeto Azazel,
the originator of sin will not our High Priest Jike-
wise finish his ministration even in the Most Holy
before he exchanges bis priestly garments for those
of vengeance ?  Most certainly. Then let us see to
it that we make our calling and election sure.
H. B. Sixons.
West Hartford, Vt., Sept. 1st, 1854,

—————
From Bro, Daniels.

Dear Bro. Warre :—The littie church in Spring-
field are standing fast in the third angel’s message.
Bro. Wait and his companion have been added to the
charch within a short time. The church in Brook-
field are passing through trial, but seem to be strong
I hope they will remember that the tri-
al of their faith is more precious than gold. So it is
with all the saints. Trials await us; but Jesus has
said, Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.
O then by faith in him we shall overcome. He is
faithful who has promised, who also will doit. Soon
the victory will be won. The confiict is a short one,
but sharp. Jesus will soon come from the wedding,
and then he will give to every man according as his
work shall be.

Christ will soon come. Men’s hearts are failing
them for fear of what is coming on the earth. They
themselves are prophesying of famine, sword, aud
distraction. The time of trouble is traly at hand.
Then let us not sleep as do others, but let us watch
and be sober. The days of visitation are come, Is-
rael shall know it, Hos. ix, 7.

Yours in gospel love, Iooking for Jesus to come
again. ExTER DANIELS,

New Boston, Sept., 1854,

From Sister Priors

DeaR Bro. Warre :—I cannot express how thank-
ful I am to you for sending the Review, not knowing
that you would ever receive anything for it. 0, Ido
thank our kind Father, and dear Saviour, for their
kindness to us, poor worms of the dust. O, how un-
worthy I am, that he should have thoughts of good
concerning me ; and make my heart glad with his
Spirit’s presence. I will praise the Lord for letting
me see his Sabbath, and helping me to keep all his
commandments. [ feel Jonely when Sabbath comes,
but the hours are precious. I would not be deprived
of them. I will not murmur, for I am not the only
one that is alone.

I have good neighbors here, with whom I have
conversed about the Sabbath, and T have not met
with hut two (and they say that they are satisfied with
the one that they keep) but that will acknowledge
that they have no authority for keeping Sunday,
from the Bible.

T want to overcome every evil propensity, and ev-
ery thing that is wrong. Pray for me. I want to
have on the wedding garment when my Saviour
comes.

Yours in hope,

Scoville, Medina Co , O

e ——
From Sistar Ayres,
Dear Bro. Warre:—We are still striving to walk
in that strait and narrow path, which leads to the

L. PRrioR.

Glorious City and Mount Zior. We do not feel
like giving up. though we meet with trials and scem-
ing difficulties, but the Lord has always delivered
us thos far. and praice his holy name, {m hag caid
that he will deliver those who put their trustin him;
and our whole trust is in the strong arm of the God
of Jacob. We have no other arm to lean upon. We
have no one to unite with us and pray, Lord Jesus,
come quickly. O I'long to find one who ardently
longs for the coming of the Holy and Just One.

I do believe that he is near. Signs have taken
place, after which we are told to lift up our heads
and look up ; for our redemption draweth nigh.

Your sister, striving to overcome.
CoRNELIA AYRES.
Shiloh, N. J., Sept., 1854.

From Sister Pierce.

Dzear Bro. WHite :—It is my delight to read the
communications from my brethren and sisters scat-
tered over the wide field. I rejoice to know that we
are all of one mind ; we are all striving to serve one
God, and all traveling to one place ; that is, the New
Jerusalem. I believe that the time is short that we
bave to stay here, and then if we are veady, waiting
and watching for the Bridegroom, we shalf meet our
Lord in peace.

Although a small number, here in Allegany. per-
secution will reach us; but Christ has said, * Bless-
ed are ye when men shall reyile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad ;
for great is your reward in heaven; for so persecuted
they the prophets which were before you.” Now if
the prophets were persecated and despised, and Christ
Luffeted and slain, can we expect any thing better ?
I feel willing to walk in the path he has marked out
for me. He trod the wine-press alone,

I believe that we are under the third angel’s mes-
sage, and that the time of trouble is near. May the
Lord help us to stand fast as good soldiers, and not
give up till our Lord shall descend from heaven on
the white cloud, with all his angels, to gather the true
believers who are keeping the commandments of God
our Father, and the faith of Jesus. May the Lord
help us to be fuithful a little longer, and we shall be
done with our troubles here.

Yours in hope, striving for the kingdom.
Saran M. Pierce,
Allegany, Potter Co., Pa., Sept. 3d, 1854.
I — e

From Sister Gibson.

Dear Bro, Wmire:—I take the present opportu-
nity of writing you a few lines to inform you of my
Eereeenl circumstances and of my very sore trial and

reavement, in the loss of my dear hushand who de-
parted this life on the 23d of July last. Surely it
has been a source of much grief; but thanks and
praise be to God, that although we do sorrow, it is
not like those who have no hope; for I do know
that the Lord Jesus will soon come aggin; and also
that those who sleep in Jesus will God bring with
him. What a blessed promise ! what a glorious hope!
Pray for me dear brother. that my faith fail not, and
that I may be preserved blameless unto the appear-
ing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

or many days previous to his death, my busband
was more than usual in the constant habit of secret
prayer. For many years he Jived a consistent chris-
tian, He endeavored to make the blessed Bible his
only rule of faith and practice, During the hours of
his affliction (which were about ten) bis mind was en-
tirely taken up in prayer, exbortation, &ec., and that
I should remember to keep holy the Sabbath-day ;
which I have, and still feel determined to do through
race.
& Your afflicted and bereaved sister,
Euizasern,
Wife of the late

PeTer Gison.
London, C. W., Sept. 10th, 1854,

From Bro. Paine,

Deroven Bro. WmiTe:—We are yet loving the
present trath, and with glad hearts hail its weckl
arrivals through the medium of the Review, in whic!
from many of the dear saints, weare entertained with
matter of cheering intelligence and seriptural worth.
We are almost inclined to <pvy those who enjoy the
privilege of meeting together with the remnant on
the Sabbath.  We have long been praying and try-
ing to be so situated as to enjoy those priceless priv-
ileges, but hinderance yet remains.

Truly we are living in  perilous times.” Goq is
dishonored. His lJaw and commandments are disre-
garded by those who make high profession of piety,
and believe that the Lord will come this year. One
of this class, who stood well in 1844, bas recently

en visiting us. But O the sad change! We pre-
sented Bible truth relative to the present existence
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of the law and the commandments of God. and se-
lected Paul’s unanswerable testimony of the foree and
existence of the law and commandments in his day,
aud consequently, in all coming time; and also the
pluin testimony of James. And then in order to
place the key stone in the mighty arch of Bible truth,
esented the truthful sayings of our soon coming
Eord, by whose word every wicked mouth will be
stopped, and become guilty before God. But to our
surprise, the person alluded to, wonld not admit of
any Jaw and commandments binding on man, this
side of the crucifixion, except the law and command-
ments of Christ. This course of dishonoring God,
in taking away from his Book of Propheecy, these
all-absorbing truths, in which the whole plan of sal-
vation is connected, is truly astonishing. If this
case is a sample of the New-Timeists, we are led to
cry, “ How are the mighty fallen!” And all this la-
borious effort in order to get rid of the fourth com-
mandment. *If the foundation be destroyed, what
shall the righteous do.” Thanks be ascribed to the
Lord forever, we have no fears for the safety of our
position. Earth’sand hell’s volaries combined against
God’s truth, will be like beating the air. We have
abundant evidence that the Devil goes at large yet.
Praying that success may coutinue to attend the
third angel’s message, I remain yours, Joving God
and all his truth. LuTsER PAINE.
Ware, Mass.

From Bro. Warren.

DEeAr Bro. WaiTE :—Just one year has elapscd
since I commenced keeping God’s holy Sabbath. T
shall long remember the third of Sept., 1853, It was
the first Sabbath I had ever kept in my whole life,
O how sweet have been the Sabbaths of the past year,
How unlike the Sundays of years gone by !

The first little messenger that called my mind to
an investigation of the Sabbath question, was a ** Re-
futation of the Claims of Sunday-keeping to Divine
Authority.” I have sought most diligently duriug
the year past for one single passage that would prove
that the first day of the week is, or ever has been,
observed as the Sabbath, or & Bible institution; but
my search for such a passage in God’s holy book, has
been in vain. The more 1 have searched, the wore 1
have become convinced that the Sabbath of Genesiy,
which was a sanctified day, and the Sabbath of Jix-
odus which was a rest-day, and the Sabbath of Levit-
cus which was an holy convocation, and the Sabbath
of our Saviour’s day, and the Apostolic age. and the
I&‘qxd’s day of Revelation. are all one and the same

ing.

The Sabbath has but one meaning the world over.
It is very plain and clear from the first of Genesis to
the end of Revelation. that there is but one Sabbath
of the Lord, and that is the seventh day. And yet
why will not men keep it who profess to take the Bi-
ble as their only rulc of faith and practice. Tam
certainly driven to the conclusion that the traditions
and opinions of corrupt men in past ages, have more
weight upon their minds than all that the God of the
Sabbath has said, Task, if the Sabbath has, in any
age of the world, been changed from the seventh to
the first day of the weck by divine anthority, how it
is that our learned doctors of divinity are not able to
prove it ? They are learned, their minds are stored
with knowledge ; they have books on books. in their
libraries—why is it that with all their store of knowl-
edge, their learning and their talent, they fail to prove
in one single instance that any such change has ever
been made by divine or apostolic authority 2 The
truth is, according to Mark xiii, 31. Heaven and

-earth shall pass away but my words shall not pass
away.

It cheers my heart to read the letters in the Review
from dear brethren and sisters, scattered abroad in
different parts. whom | have never seen, yet hope to
see soon 1f 1 am faithful to God. These letters as we
read them are like food to the hungry or water to the
thivaty. Some of us Sabbath-keepers are young,
some are old. some of us are natives of America and
some are from Europe; but thanks be to God! our
interest is one, our langnage is one. We have one
common interest together in the keeping of the com-
mandments and Jooking for the coming of our bles-
sed Saviour.

Let mo say to you, brethren and sisters, by way of
encouragement that the past year has been the best
year of my Iife. It has been the sweetest year I have
ever enjoyed since 1 first gave my heart to the Sav-
iour. The Bible has, during the past year, proved to
be a precious Book ; more so than ever before. [
find it contains precious truths of which I have in
former years been @lmost wholly ignorant. We read
in Dan. xii,4: ‘“But thou, O Daniel. shut up the
words and seal the book, even to the time of the end:
many shall run to and fro and’knowledge shall be in-

I have during the past year made some exchanges
of sentiments and opinions, of which I am by no
means ashamed. [ have exchanged the Pope’s sun-
day, a man-made institution, for the Sabbath of the
Lord. a true Bible institution, [ have exchanged the
doctrine that all men are immortal, for the doctrine
of immortality alone through Jesus Christ. 1 have
exchanged darkness for light, error for truth, and the
fables and traditions of men for the plain simple
teachings of God’s holy book.

Let me say to all the brethren and sisters who
with me have made such exchanges, You have done
right! No matter what fallen Babylon says, or a
world of sinners. I have been called a fool and that
too by a professed christian, one of Babylon's pro-
fessors, because 1 urged the necessity of carrying out
the true imeaning of the second commuandment :
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of any thing that 1s in heaven above,
or that is in the earth beneath. or that is in the wa-
ter under the earth.,” DBut let us have the Spirit of
Christ and live out just what we profess. and God
will throw around us his protecting care. O may the
Lord lead all the true commandment-keepers, to feel
the importance and necessity of being wholly given
up to the cause of hrist.  We are living just as it
were on the lust crumblbing Hagtuents of time, O,
brethren and sisters. il 15 time that we bestir our-

selves! Soon the cail of merey will be heard no
more. O let us make no delay ; for Jesus is xoon
coming. S. B, Warnus.

Bultle Creek. Mich., Sept. 3d, 1854,
o ————

Iixtract of Letters.

bro. A, Woodraff writes from Richlandi N Y.
Sept. 12th. 1¥54:—“Thank the Lord. vy Diven
White, that T yet live, though it is in a cold (i
stormy world. surrounded as we are by livine hemnes
with hiearts coider than the earth on which we tread.
anel winds durker than midoight darkness.  Alus (o
the world! when it shuts its oyes from scemg. and
closes it cars from heaving, the faw and the testimo-
ny s or when they will hear butdo ituoet.  What ean
Le more wonderful than the long-sullering and pa-
ticnee of the Holy One towards ofendmg mun—a
worm of the dust! (0 what impieties and imquities
are commitied nnder the sun! and blasplicinies ut-
tered against the Lord ! to all intents and purposes
saying, Who is the Lord that we should obey him ?
or that he storhd reign over us ?

*Will this state of things always remain? Not
always!  The depredations wade, and wrongs com-
mitted. against God's law and government will be re-
dressed ere long; the blasphenties uttered, avenged ;
the loftiness of men bowed down. and the haughti-
ness of men made low ; and the Lotd alone shall be
exalted in that day.

“We are striving to rise above the darkness that
surrounds us and to keep onr eye fixed on Jesns.?

Wws.

Tui: BALTlc—-Thu allied forvc h.u‘zi’ ;I.J'! 'i'(;l;rl‘;;;nmund at

latest accounts  Our news frow the fleet is seanty,  Napier's
steanmer Buildog arrived at Dautzie Sept 1, having left the
flect at Ledsund on the morning of Aug 30. Marshal Barn-
uay d'lilliers and General Junes, with some zicamers, had
geen reconnoitering Uelgingfors and the Finlund coast  Abo
was found to bo strongly fortified, having a garrison of
16,000 men, with 15 gun-boats and some armoed ships lying
before it 'The channel Lefure Abo is =0 intricate and the
place g0 strong that probably no uuem{z will be made agninst
it.  On the steawer’s nenring Hungo Udd the Russians blew
up the fortress of Gustavsvarn, imagining it was abont to be
bombarded, This took place vn Sundey, Aug 27.

Tae Brack SeAa —To Aug. 21, no movement had taken
place at Varna, except that the French wore embarking fas-
cines, gabions and artillery. Their artillery-men were exer-
cised daily in ball practice on board boats, and in embarking
and disembarking, Cholera iz abating in both avinies

It etill is a0 open question with the public whether the ex-
pedition is destined against Sevastopolor Anapa. We put no
sort of relisnce on the statements of the London newspaper
correspondents that the expedition will embark on this date,
or the other. Aug. 25, was tho day they lust named.

Tae Dawuvsg —The Russians having retired beyond the
Pruth, and the Anstrians having entered the Principalities,
it is quite unlikely that any further engagement will take
place between tbe Russians and Turks this yoar. Omer Pa-
sha is bringing his army up quite Ioimn{y. It is now six
weeks since the Danube was crossed at Giurgevo, and there
are not more than 15,000 troops in Bucharest, only 40 miles
distant, and for three woeks the road has been quite clear.
He has, indeed, no object to gain in forcing an engagement.

Russta AND PrussiA.

Berlin, Tuesday.—The Russian note, besides the points al-
ready known, formally demands that Prussia shall ret as me-
diator for the renewal of negotiations, on the basis of the prop-
sitions as interpreted and modified by Russia.

Tue EaeT,

Marseilles, Tuesday.—The Sinai has arrived, bringing news
from Constantinople to the 25th ult.

The siege artillery belonging to the French army had ar-
rived. All the Turkish men-of-war on the coast of Asia have
boen put into requisition for Varna. L'Y to yesterday the
Tmba af Cambridee was at Ventiliok still indisposed.” The

Russians had capturarld another ves<ol aud earvied her into
Sevastapol. Gen. Guyon has been placed in command of the
Turkish army in Asia. Mustapha Pasha is in disgrace.
Said Pasha, Viceroy of Lgypt, had been feted at Constantino-

ple.

Lloyd of Vienna says, the French Gen Latang, will, du-
ring his stay at the head-qunrters of the Baren de Iless, have
an Austrian officer for ajd-de-camp It i stated that in ad-
dition to his military mission ho is charged with a political
ono— that of hastening the conclusion of the separato treaty
between Austria, Frauce and England  An English officer of
rank will arrive at the head-quarters of the Baron de Hess at
the sawe time as Gen. Latang.

Appointmenis,

ProvipeENcE permitting we will mect with the Brn. in
Faroham, C. W., Oct. Tth, and 8th C. W, SPgury.
E. L Bagrs.
———— e
Tent Mocting

ProvipeNcE permitting, we will hold a Tent-Meeting at
Springfiold, Mass , to commence Oct, Gtl, at b o'clock, P. M.,
and hold over Sabbath and First-day, F WuesLEr.

J. Ilart.
E. Everrs,

[°F See that the mancy sent tn the Office is recoipted. If
it is not, plense inforn: us immedintely,

To meet our weekly cxpensos, we shonid be able to receipt
860 in ench No of the Review

Iu order to moet the expenses of the senson, and pay for
our Winter's stock, we mu ¢ reecive §700 within four weeks.

We are aware of the diflicnitics in ruising money at this
time, and wonld not aver-urge any ; but it scems indispensa-
bly necessary that our readers <honld immediately forward
tioms Whe small sum of 31, for the Review one year.

Publicaiions.

Sabbath Teaers, Now, 1,2, 3 & 4152 pp. 12§ ots.—post-
age Yt
: Testimony of Both Testaments:—132

1 1ct

Why Don't you Keep the Snhbath-day? Extracts from
Catholic works - =36 pp —1 ets.

Tue Sanctuery wad Twenty-three Hundred Days—76
Pp.—3 ets.—postago 1 ceut.

Review of O, I L. Crozior—the Sabbath—48 pp.—5 ote,

The Signs of the Times; Spirit Manifestutions a sign that the
day of wrath hasteih greatly— 124 pp.— 10 ets.—postage 1 ct.

‘The Two-horned beust, the United States—52 pp.—5 cents

Advent and Sabbath Hymns—30 cts.—postage 5 ets.

Supplement to Advent and Sabbath Hymns—>5 cents.

Tiwe and Prophecy—a Poem—25 cents—postage b cents

A Word for the Subbath—a Poem—6 cents.

istory of the Sabbath—40 pp.—4 cents.

The 230U duys and the Sanctuary—~32 pp.—3 cents.

Clristian Experience and Views—6 cents.

Supplemcnt to Exporience and Views—6 cents.

Sotemn Appoll—Spood{ Coming of Christ— 32 pp.—3 ots

True Picture—state of the Churches—16 pp.

The Sabbath by Elibu—16 pp.

Both Sides—on the Sabbath—16 pp.

The Sabbath by I’. Miller Jr.—lgjpp.

First-day of the week not the Sabbuth—16 pp.

Rerview of Objections to the Subbuth—16 pp.

Tracts of 16 puges vach can be sent by mail for one half
cent an ounce, in packages of not less than 8 ounces.

Sabbath and Advent Miscellany—seven of the above Tracts
bound with paper covers—10 conts—postago 1 cent,

Volumes I—IV of the Rxview, bound in paper covers, Vols,
Yand I1, 40 conts; Vols. LLL and LV, 75 cents.

Youth’s Instructor, Vol. I, in puper covers—2b cents.
e ————
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