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HOPE.

Lixe the summer’s sunset ray ;

Like the parting boams of day;

Like the mist that's floating now,

Round yon mouatnin’s lofty brow ;

Like the bubble on the atream,

Glist'ning in the sun's bright beam;

Like.the sparrow's tuneful lay,

Earthly hopos must pass away.

As the spring and summer flowers,
Blooming in the garden bowers,
Fade and wither by the blight,

. Of a chill auturmnal night;
As the gilded ti.read of dreams,
Breaks ore yot the morning beams ;
fo the oherished hopes to-day,
May to-morrow pass away.

As the lightning’s vivid glare,
Bursting on the midnight aig
Leaves us, by its dazzling power,
More in darkness than before ;
Like the dread tornado's stroke,
Laying low the stately oak;
Denrest hopes, if fixed bolow,
May in glovm bo brought to bow.

As the stars at early dawn,

¥ade and vanish one by one;

As Aurora’s brilliant gleams,
Shooting light like liquid streams;
As the ruinbow’s varied hue

Sinks and melts while yet we view §
8o our hopes, if centered heve,

In a moment disappear.

But thereisa e that's sure,

One thatevor will endure ;

And though storms and dangers lower,
Lightnings flash, and thunders roar,—
As tho needlo seeks the pole,

So this hope poin's as the goal,

That bright, glorious abode,

The home of the eternal God.

BF. DASHED
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WHEN WILL THE NATIONS
XN PIECES?

(Continued )

Our no-law opponents formerly supposed that they
had a stro! hos)(m the letter to the Romans; and
80 long as they could confine the argument to sep-
arate verses or detached sentences, so lpng _they
could give an air of plausibility to their views.
But when the whole is taken in connection, and
every part allowed to haveits proper bearing, and
a harmony of the whole obtained, wefind in it an un-
answerable argumnent for the purpetuity of the law.
And so it is in regard to the guestion of the res-
toration of the Jéws ; while a few expressions on-
ly from a single chapter are considered, a 00“5"0&}-
tion may be placed upon them altogether at vari-
ance with the tenor of the whole epistle. Theelev-
«nth cbapter of Romans is much relied upon to
prove that the Jews will be restored, nationally, to

a pre-em‘nence in the purpose of God’s grace ; but
the previous chapters positively forbid that such
a onstruction be placed upon it.

In the first chapter, after expressing his confi-
dence in the saving power of tEe gospel, and lay-
ing the sure foundation of justification by faith, the
apostle described the world in its sinful condition.
Thisdescription has been, by some, applied to parts
of the worﬁi. or to the heathen. But the Apostle
makes his own application. He says! Therefore,
* thou art inexcusable, O man’ whosoever thon art
that judgest; for wherein thou judgest another
thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest
doest the same things.” Chap. ii,1. From this ap-
plication it is ¥ain to appeal; and that this change
18 just, and sustained by the Word, I purpose to no-
tice at another time. The Apostle then goes on to
show that Jews and Gentiles are alike subject to
the wrath of God for disobedience, and are alike
the recipients of his grace through patient contin
uance in well-doing, * for therc is no respect of per-
sons with God.” That obedience, and not merel

profession, name, or birth, is pleasing to God, 1s
clearly shown in the latter part of chap. ii, where
the };w is told that if he is a transgressor of the
law his circumecision i~ made uncircumcision ; but
ifthe Gentile keep the law his uncircumeision 1s coun-
ted for circumeision.  As circumcision wasthe token
of the covenant made with Abraham, it was of course
considered a mark to designate his children. Then
the Apostle's meaning is evident.—Ifthe Jew trans-
gresses the law his circumcision is made uncircum-
cizion, and his title to the name of Abraham’s seed
is destroyed ; butif the Gentile kecps the righteous-
ness of'the law his uncircumcision is counted for
circumcision, and he can rightly claim the blessing
of Abraham’s circumcised children. The conclu-
sion is obvious, that outward distinctions are des-
troyed, and now * he is not a Jew which is one out-
wardly ; neither is that circumeision which isout-
ward in the flesh : but he is a Jew which is one
inwardly ; and circumeision is that of the heart, in
the spirit, and not in the Jetter.” Chap. ii, 28, 29.

The real advantage which the Jew possessed is
stated in chap. iii, 1, 2, butin verses 9, 10, hesays:
“What then? are we better than they? No, in no
wise : for we have before proved, both Jews and
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; asit is writ-
ten, There is none righteous, no, not one.” After
thus proving the whole world guilty, justification
by faith (the only hope of the guilty) is again in
troduced, and again it is declared that * there is
no difference; for all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God;” [verses 22, 23:] of course.
boasting is excluded ; [verse 27;] and well may the
Apostle exclaim ¢ “Ts he the God of theJews only?
is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gen-
tiles also: seeing it is one God which shall just:fy
the circumcision by faith, and the uncircumecision
through faith,”  Verses 29, 30.

Let those who claim aspecial blessing for Abra-
ham’s natural descendants carefully examine the
statements in chap. iv. Tt begins with an inquiry
as to what “Abraham, our father, as pertaining to
the flesh, hath found.” This js an important

uery; for surely none of his children according to
the fiesh, can claim more than he, their father, ob-
tained “as it respects the fiesh.” (Whiting.) Bt
the argument of the Apostl: makes it evident that
he received nothing at all fursuch a consideration.

If he received any thing as it respects the flesh, it
was, of course, received as his own right, and then
he would have cause to glory, (though not before
God,) [verse 2,] but Paul says boasting is ex-
cluded by the law of faith, and Abraham’s bless-
ing or justification was of fajth, by believing ou
him that justifieth, therefore, the children of Abra-
ham can claim nothing by reason of their birth,
but must seek it, like Abraham, by faith ; and the
blessing of Abraham, (justification by faith,) comes
upon all believers, whether Jews or Gentiles ; and
Abraham himself recieved the blessing in nneir-
cumcision, “ and he received the sign of aircumcis-
ion, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which
he had yet being uncircumcised : that ke might be
the father of all them that believe thouqh they be
not circumeised; that righteousness might be im-
puted to them also.” Verse 2. As all aresinners, all
are under the condemnation of the law, and there
can be no justification by the law. The children
of Israel promised to keep it, but they did not;
and the covenant under which they received the
law could not, therefore, confer the blessing. If
that covenant could have secured the blessing they
would have stood indspendent of Abrakam, and
thus have set aside justification by faith, and des-
troyed the claim of all believers; as it is said in
verse 14, “ For if they which are of the law be
heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of
non: effect,” and in Gal. i1, 18 : For if the inhen-
tance be of the law it is not of promise; but God
gave it to Abraham by promise.” T hope all who
are affected with Judaizing notions will carefully
consider these points.

In the succe:ding chapters are enforced the dac-
larations respecting the luw and justification by
faith, and the subject of Abraham’s children is again
brought up in chap. ix. Some of the expressions
in this chapter have been considered; and al-
though Paul was by birth a Jew, and had a feeling
for his “ kinsmen according to the fiesh,” he could
not deny himself and destroy the facts set forth in
the previous chapters, but cuts off the claim of the
unfaithful to the name of Zsrael orAbrakam’s chil-
dren. And it is of those—the unbelieving de-
scendents of Jacob—that he speaks in his compar-
ison of the vesszls of the potter; God had endured
with much long suffering the vesselsof wrath fitted
todestruction. Verse 22, He has certainly endured
much of that rebellious people, considering the priv-
ileges conferred upon them; and the application
is evident from thie connection, and from chap. x,
21. “Bat to Israel he saith, all day long have
[ stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient
and gainsayng people.” The believers in Christ,
“not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles,”
are “ vessels of mercy ™ prepared unto glory; and
the prophecies as weli as the promise to Abraham
are brought in to attest this truth.  Hosea says;
“I will call them my people, which were not my
people; and her beloved, which was not beloved.
And itshall come to pass, that in the place where
it was said uuto thew, yeare not my people 5 there
shall they be called the children of the living God.”
[saiah says, “ Though the number of the children of
[srael be as the sand of the sen, A REsmyaNT shall be
saved.  For he will finish the work and cul it short
in rightevusness; because a short work will the
Lord make upon the earth” Rom. ix, 25-28.
God’s people are now composed of believing Grx-
TILES and the believing rémnant of [Lsraef, And
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these are one, “jor there is no difference betweeil
the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord oyer all
is rich unto all that calt upon him. For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Chap. x, 12, 13.  In the latter part of this chapter
the plea of ignorance. which some have made in fa-
vor of the Jews, is effectually answered.  They have
not all obeyed the gospel; [verse 16;] but it is not
because they have not heard; [verse 18] nor because
they did not know; [verse 19 ;[ but because they were
“a disobedient and gainsaying people.” Verse 21.

I come now to an examination of chap. xi, which
has been termed (incorrectly, I think) the stronghold
of Judaism. The expressions in previons chapters,
also in the letter to tEe Ephesiang, are plain and pos-
itive, and clearly prove that God has no special re-
gard for the litera] descendants of Jacob; and that
his purpose and promises will all be fulfilled with-
out again building up the middle wall that Christin
his gospel hias breken down, And if Paul hasshown
in chap. xi, that in God’s purpose of grace there is a
differance, he has certainly contradicted what he said

in other scriptures, especially in chapters ii and ix, |

and in his letter to the Ephesians, [ an well aware
that it is supposed or inferred that there are two
points established in Rom. xi, which conflict with
the position of the Apestle in the scriptures I have
quoted: 1. That there is a difference adinitted be-
tween Tsrael and the believing Gentiles; and 2d,
All Israel will be saved after the fulluess of the Gen-
tiles be come in,

First, I am free to admit all the diference that!
can be claimed in harmony with the Word, Al

will perceive and allow that there are two senses
in which the term Israel is used; and there are also
other words used in the same manner, that is, in two
different senses, namely, the seed of Abraham, the
inheritance, the sanctuary, Jerusalem, Jews, and cir-
cumeision.  Thess are used in both senses in the
New Testament, yet there is seldom any difficnity
axperienced in ascertaining the proper sense in which
each is used, by the connection, if we may except
Israel. They ‘may all be classed together as follows :
Isras) aceording to the flesh, the land of Palestine
under the curse, the sanctuary or paltern of heaven-
ly things, Jerusalem which now is, Jews ountwardly,
and circwneision outward in the flesh.
belong in one class. Oun the other hand we find Is-
rael the faithful children of promise, an incorrupti
ble, undefiled, and eternal inheritance, the heavenl
Sanctuary, Jerusalem which is above, Jews inward-
ly, and circumeision of the heart—in the spirit.
'ghese two classes belong to two different systems;
one of enmity—the other of peace; [Eph. ii, 14,
15;] and each has its owa place in its own system,
and cannot be transferred to the other by any means;
so that he who is outwardly & Jew, an [xraelite ac-
cording to the flesh, of the first class, can no more
take his place in tho other class, or gospel systew,
without beeowing Abraham’s.seed by faith in Clrist,
than the (ireek or the llotentot.

That there is a natural difference must be admit.
ted by ail, and there is also a difference between En
lishmen and Frenciinen, and between males and
emales, but does the difference make one more ac-
ceptable to God thau the other? By no means. Or
what avail then is a natural or rational difference
while in the purpose of God as set forth in the gos-
pel of hix Son, there is no difference? There is a
natitral and very plain difference between Euglish,
French, and German emigrants to this country, but
when they becoie naturalized the government grants
the same protection and immuvities to all, becanse
in naturalization they all become citizens of this cow-
monwealth. So of the Gentiles: they were “ aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel;” but the gospel
of Clirist is the great naturalization rule by which
they who were afar off are made nigh, and are “no
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens
with the snints, and of the household of God; and
ARE BUILT UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOS-
7LES,” of whom there were twelva—one to each tribe
in “ the commonwealth of Israel”

The second point I have stated as the inference is

nerally claimed: that all Israel will be saved after
5:0 fullness of the Gentiles be come inj and if this
is not as this seripture is understood by our oppo-
nents then I fail to see what special claim they can

Theea all|

mstitute for the Jew. Says the objector, God ha-
not cast them away, for blindness has happened to
them in part. Verses 1;25. True, God did not
cast them away in the sense of utterly rejecting them.
but still calls thefn to be reconciled to him, and re-
ceive the blessing of Abraham through faith in
Christ; and blindness has happened to them only in
part, for if it had happened wholly not even a rem-
nant could be saved; and all Lsrael in verse 26
must refer to this remnant, There are others that
are “of Israel,” but the vemnant alone are Isracl.
Will any claim salvation for more of them than th-
remnant? if so, where is the promise? Paul makes |
the promise of God fulfilled in the remnant, | chap,
ix, 27, 28,] and adds: “ And as Esaias said before,
Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, (a
very small remnact—Tsa. i, 9,) we had been as Sud-
oma, and been made like unto Gomorrha.” Verse
29. Ha claims no more than this in Rom. xi, and
certainly no other scripture presents a more favora-
ble appearance for Judaism; and as the proniise on-
ly refers to the rempant, is thare any need of a
change of dispensation, or that they receive special
Erivilege. in order to ita fulfillment? I think wot.

ut the fullness of the Gentiles must come in fixat,
says the oljector.  There is the great mistake. The
text does not say, and tken shall all Israel be saved;
nor after that time shall all Tsrael be saved; bat it
says: “And SO shall all Israel be saved:” verse 26.
The definition of so, is thus, or in like manner; and
by examining the whole erntext we fin:l that it
refers to the act of grafting into the good olive tree
through faith.  Of the word so, Webster says it is
followed by as. Woalker says: it answers to o3, ei-
ther preceding or following; and there is no antece-
dent to which it can refor agreeably to the definition
given by Webster, Walker, 1nd others, but thia: that
as the fullness of the Gentiles shall be broneht in
through their fuith, and being ingrafted into the good
olive tree, (which is Christ,) so (in like manner) skall
all Tsrael be saved:” for « they also, if they coutinue
not still in unbelief, will be ingrafted:” (Whiting,
verse 23.) The 25th verse refers to manner, and
not to fime; but the question of time is clearly set-
tled in the first part of the chapter. Having previ-
ously settled tha point that the remnant will be sav-
ed, ho says: “ Even so then AT THIS PRESENT
TIME also thers is & remnant according to the elec-
tion of grace;” verse 5, The following paragraph is
from J. Liteh :

“Verses 28, 27. ‘And so all Temmel, the holy
seed, as above, who shall return, as the substance of
the searcd oak, ‘shnll be saved, in the kingdom of
God, and unto eternal life. ¢As it is written’ in Isa,
lix, 20, ¢ There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer,
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.”  This
is nearly a literal rendering of the Septuagint ver-
sion, while the reading of our translation of the pass-
age is a literal yendering of the Hebrew, as follows:
¢ And the Redeemar shall come to Zion, and unto
them that turn from transgression in Jacob.”

Both Whiting and Macknight rénder verse 28—
“they ure enemies on your account:” that is, be-
canse the grace of the gospel had overstepped the
Lounds of their peenliarities, thoy were enemies o it:
aa instance of the manifistation of this enmity is re-
corded in Acts xiii, 45: “ Bat when the Jews saw
the multitudes, thay were filled with envy, and s;-ake
ngainst thase things which were spoken by Panl, eon-
traclieting and hlaspheming”  And so the scripture
is fulnlled: * Let their table (the law of command-
ments contained in ordinances) be made a snare, and
a trap, and a stumbling bloek.”  Rom. xi, 8. That
law vecounized a difference between Jews and Gen-
tiles, amd when the mildle wall was broken down,
andd the difference destroyed, it becans a stunbling-
Llock, or snare throngh their prejudice, and they
were enemies on account of th- Creudiles,  On a close
examiuation [ fail to see anytinsg in Rom. xi, which
at all favors the idea of the national restoration of the
Jews, or of probation, after the coming of Christ, to
Fuliilt the promises of God, in respect to them.

Bu, it is said, God's name was specially called up-
on them. True; but at the end of the seventy
weeks, * God did vigit the Gentiles to take out of
tinin a prople for his name,” and now his name is
culled upon thewm. Acts xv, 14, 17. Hosen says,

as quoted in Rowm, xi, 26: “And itshall come to pass,

that in the place wiete it was said unto them, Ye
are not my people; there shall they be called the
children of the living Gad,” The name of God 18
called nupon his children.  Those who now unjust]
claim the name of Jews, (being only Jews outwardy-
Iy.) the Lord speuks of as being “ of the synagogue
of Sutan, who say thev are Jews, and are not, but
do lie;” [Rev. i, 9;] therefore, instend of God’s
name being called npon themy, the name of Satan
properly belongs to them, and the Saviour himself
places it upon them. To believers, of every na-
tion, it is said, Ye are the children of the living God
but to the impenitent descendants of Isracl it issaid,
“Yao are of your father the Devil”  Johw viii, 44,
Surely, it is no small mistake to say that the name
of God is now ealled upon them, as some do say,
when the Saviour has pliced upon ther, the name
of the Devil; for they zre his child:en.

The seriptures here notice:d might with profit be
dwelt upon at much greater lenuth, and mauy oth-
ers might be noticed of the same impart; Lut I'think
we iy safely leave it with every eandid Bible stu-
dlent that the objection which supposes the literal de-
seendants of Jacob must bu restored to the land of
Pulestine, or have peculiar privileges granted to them
in this or any other age, is withont foree, and is
founded upon a misapprehension of the seriptures
which reveal God’s gracious puiposes.

J. H. W,
(To be Continued.)
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GYE MUST DBDE BORXN AGAIN,»
Jouw 1, 7.

[SevrraL have of late exprossed a desire for an exposition
of the new birth. John iii, 7 Porhaps therefore we can do
no bettor at the present time, than to give the following arti-
cle which was written by E. R. Pinnoy, and T. F, Barry,
Sep. 20th, 1845. Concerning the birth by water, we would
bo. glad to tearn the opinions of different brothren who have
examined the sabject, Wo are hardly abls to sce the foree
of the information which says that o man must boe born, or
have existence, before he cun onter the kingdow of God.)

Tuere was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico-
demus, who came to Jesus by night, to inquire con-
cerning the nature of hix kingdom. He expressed
the utmost confidence in him as a teacher sent from
God; because of the mirucles he wrought. Verse 2.
The first thing our Savionr presented for his consid-
eration, was the necessity of being born again. Verse
3: % Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a manbe
born again, (margin, from above,) he canuot see the
kingdom of Ged.” Ttis evident Nicodemus did not
understand, from his reply in the next verse, Verse
4: “How can & man be born when he is old "
“ Can he enter a second time into his motler's womb
and be born ¥ Jesus sceing his error, endeavors to
correct it.  Oh no, says Jesus, the second birth isnot
a natwral birth, or birth of water, but of the Spirit.
“ For (verse 5) verily, I say nnto thee, except a man
be born of waterand of the Spirit, he cannot ENTER
into the kingdom of God.” Now the question aris-
es, What are we to understand by being born again,
or from above by the Spirit; which birth is abso-
lutely necessary to see, or entor the kingdom of God #
I am aware that many held that the kingdom of God
was set up in the days of Christ's First Advent, (but
Paul places it at his appearing to julge the quick
and the dead; see 2 Tim..v, 1,) and that faith in
Cluist or comversion, is the birth of the Spirit into
that kingdom. From which position I dissent, and
ask your candid attention, while from the Scriptures
we endeavor to show

WHAT IS THE NEW BIRTH? AND, WHEN DOES
IT TAKE PLACE?

I. Whatis the new birth? T answer, the resur-
rection, Proof: Isa, ixvi, 7. “ Before she travail-
e, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was
deliverad of a man child,” That was Christ. See
Rev. xii, 5. “She brought forth a man child, who
was to rule all nations with a rod of iron; and her
child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.”
David predicted this birth; Ps. i, 7. “Thon art
my Son: this day bave T begotten thea.”

But, says the objector, this is his natnral birth of
the virgin. Let Paul decide that point. See Acts
xiii, 20-83. “And when they had fulfilled all that
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was written of him, they took him down from the
tree,” and laid him in a sepulchre. But God raised
him from the dead, and he was seen many days,”
&e. “ And we declare unto you glad tidings, how
that the promise which was made unto the fathers,
God hath fulfilled the same uwuto us their children,
in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also
written in the second Psalm, Thou art my Son; this
day have I begotten thee,” Here Paul, the divine
commentator, calls the resurrection of Christ that
birth. But read further, [Col. i, 18,] *And he (Christ)
is the head of the body, the church; who is the be-
gioning, the first born from the dead” Whyt
“That (nargir) among all be might have the pre-
emineuce.”  All of whom? Rom. viii, 29, answers,
“That le might be the first born among many
brethren) Rev. i, 5. *“And from Jesus Christ, who
is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the
dead” Thus we have proved by four good witness-
es, that Christ, the. great head of the Church was
born again, which birth was his resurrection. If the
head, so also the members (his body) which is the
Church. Because he lives, we <hall live also; he is
the first born among many brethren. .
We will now veturn to Isa. lxvi, 8. “Who hath
heard such a thing?" What thing? Why this
child brought forth before her final and great travail
came. “ Who hath scen such things? Shall the
earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a
nation be born at once? The implied answer is—
Yes, For the earth shall cast out her dead, Shall
a nation be born at once?  Yes—says Paul, “in a
moment, in the twinkling of aneye” When? At
the last trump—* For as soon as Zion travailed, she
brought forth ber children.” What nation is this
to be born at once, but the riglteous nation, to whom
the gates will be opened ?  See Isa. xxvi, 2. Who
are the children of Zion but the children of God,
and what can its birth at once be, but their resurrec-
tiou from the dead. That the resucrection is here
brought to view, is clear from what follows, Verse
9. “Shall I bring to the birth, and vot cause (mur-

gin, beget) to bring forth? saith the Lord: shall I

cause (bf-ggtg to bring forth and shut the womb?
gaith thy . Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, aud be
glad with her all ye that love her; rejoice for joy
with her, all ye that mourn for her; that ye may
suck and be satisfied with the breasts of her consola-
tions; that ye may milk out, and be delighted with
the abundance (margin, brightness) of her Flory.”

Read to the 16th verse and you are carried down
to the tima that the indignation of the Lord is made
known towards his enemies, by his revelation from
heaven in flaming fire. 2 Thess. i, 7,8. Thus ev-
ery thing in its order: first, tho head, then the mem-
bets, or as Paul says, 1 Cor. xv, 28: “Every man in
his own order, Christ the first fruits; afterwards
they that are Christ’s at his coming” For he is
the first. horn from the dead, that among all his
brethren be might, as our elder brother, have ’.l'.ne
pre-eminence.  And those who are worthy to obtain
the world to come, “are the children of God, being
the children of the resurrection.” Luke xx, 35, 36.
Thus we see the tesurrection from the dead is abirth.
We pass to show in the second place :

THAT IT JS A BIRTH OF THE SPIRIT,

1 Pet. iii, 18. % Christ also hath once suffered
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he mught bring
us to God, beiug put to death in the flesh, but quick-
ened (or made alive ) by the S{)I!ﬂ.” 'A.nd in Rom.
viii, 11, we read, « But if the Spirit o‘f him that rais-
ed up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he. that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken

make alive) your mortal bodies by his SIP“‘“ that
s\vel!ath in you” 1 Cor. xv, 44—46. “Itis sown
a natural body : it s raised a spiritual body. There
is a natwal body and thereisa spiritual body,  And
80 it is written, The first mah, Adam, was made a
living soul, the last Adam, was made a quickenin
spirit.  Howboit that was not first whichis spiritual,
but that which is natural; and afterwards that which
was spiritual.” L . .

How clear Paul is in his reasoning: first, in order,
is the natural birth which is necessary to an exist-
ence in the present state; afterward, birth by the
Spirit, which is necessary to render ns immorta and
give us an existeuce in the world of glory to come.
And in verse 40 he adds, “As we have bome the

image of the earthly, we shall also bear the image
of the heavenly.” And a reason is' given showing
the necessity in the next verse. Verse 50: “ Now
this [ eay, brethven, that flesh and bloéd canvot in-
herit the kingdc . «f God; peither doth corruption
inherit incorruptios.” Therefore as we have an in-
heritance pure and incorruptible, [1 Pet. i, 4,] we
must have pure and incorruptible bodies to inberit
it. Hence “ ye must be born again;” or, as in the
matgin, from above, i. e, heaven. For, says Paul,
{2 Cor. v, 1-5,] when {ha same truth is presented. !
“ We know that if our earthly house of kis taberua-
cle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a
house not made with hands, etemal in the heavens,
For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be cloth-
ed upon with our house which is from heaven.”
Verse 4: “For we that are in this tabernacle do
groan, being burdened : not for that we wonld ba un-
clothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be
swallowed up of life. Now he that hath wronght us
for the self samne thing is God, who also hath given
unto us the earnest of the Spirit”” What for? %Vhy
that when Jesus come, lie that hath raised up Christ
from the dead, may quicken us by his Spirit that
dwelleth in us.

Again, Eze. xxxvii, 12-14, “Therefore prophesy
and say unto them, thus saith the Lord God, Behold,
O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you
to come up aut of your graves, and bring you into
the land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am
the Lord when I have opened your graves, O my
people, and brought you up ont of your graves, and
shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live.,” Here
is the whole house of Israel raised up from their
graves and made alive by the Spirit of God. Thus
we have shown that the resurrection is a birth, and
a birth of the Spirit.

Let us now cxamine our Saviowr’s instructions to
Nicodemus, [John iii, 4,] and see if it. will harmon-
ize with this view. When Jesus said to Nicodemus,
“ Except a man be born again, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God,” ha exclaimed, * How can a man
be born when he is old? can he enter the second
time into his mother's womb and be born ¥’ Jesus
answered by saying, ¢ Except & man be born of wa-
ter and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom
of God." In this declaration we are mughtthat two
births are absolutely necessary to enter the kingdom
of God, and only two. 1st, a birth of water—2d, a
birth of the Spirit.  Let us consider

WHAT 1S BEING BORN OF WATER!

Some teil us baptism is meant, and that tkat bap-
tism is the new birth. So when Christ says, « Ex-
cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit” he
weans, be baptized, &e.  Such leld that conversion
is the birth of the Spirit, and that the two are so in-
timately connected that the change by the Spirit is
not effected except in the act of baptism, making
baptism a saving ordinance. And indeed, if the birth
of water is baptism, I see no way to avoid the conclu-
sion. Others tell us that baptism is meant, but sim-
ply as emblematical of the birth of the Spirit at con-
version. If this he so, all who make conversion a
prerequisite of baptism, are wrong; for thoy make
that which is emblematical follow that of which,it is
the emblem. And inthe case of adults, no one would
baptize except the individual professed faith in God
and a willinguess to obey himn.  Christ says, first
born of the water, and then of the Spirit, but this
view reverses God's order.

But this birth of water I undersland to bhe the
natural birth, which is in fnct a water hirth, And
thus onr Saviour explains himnself in the next verse,
“That which is born of the fleshis flesh”  To what
[ ask, can this apply but to the natural birth? And
how this accords with Paul's teaching in 1 Cor. xv,
44~49. Read it carefully. “The first man, Adam,
was made a living soul, the Inst Adam, was made a
quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which
is spirituzl, but that which is natural; afterward that
which is spiriteal. Aud as we have borue the image
of the earthly, we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly.”

The view usually taken, is, that flesh, the body, is
born of the flesh, and tho spirit or soul is born of the
Spirit.  But Jesus eays, “ That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, aud that which is born of the spirit is

vi. 8: “My Spirit shall not always strive with man,
for that ke (the man) also is flesh.” Again Ps. Ixxviii,
39: “God did not stir up all his wrath, for he re-
membered that they were but flesh.” Therefore, that
which is born of the flesh is flesh—natural—animal
—of the earth—earthly; but that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit—spiritual—heaveniy—i. e., born
from above—our house from heaven—ufter the im-
age of the Heavenly Adam, who is a quickening
spirit.

Iu Johp i, 8, he explains the nature of those horn
of the Spirit: * The wind bloweth where it listath,
(. e., willeth or ple..seth,) and thou heavest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whith-
or it goeth; so is every one that is born of the Spir-
it” So is every one; so is the individual. Mavk!
it does not say so is the spirit, nor so is his birth, nor
the operations of the Spirit in his birth. Bnt so is
the person. How? Why, unseen and unknown in
his 4novernents to mortal eyes. For things unseen
are oternal.  They move at pleasure and with speed
inconceivable.

Now to act is the end of all rational existence.
To act at pleasuve, is a necessary concomitant of a
happy state of existence. God will make hié people
happy.  Yea, says John, [1 Jolm iii, 2,] “ We shall
be like him, for we shall see him as he is” Then,
says David, “ T shall be satisfied.” Now when our
bodies are quickened by that Spirit that raised Jesus
from the dead, (and all his saints will be, when he
comes,) we shall in our movements resemble hiln—
be as the wind.  Christ after his resurrection appear-
ed to, and vanished from his disciples, and they could
neither see him in his approach er departure.

Thus after breaking bread to the two disciples at
Emmaus, he vanished out of their sight.  Upon an-
other occasion he appeared in their midst while the
doors were all shut.  Again, Jesus says, [Luke xz,
35,] “They which shall be accounted worthy to ob-
tain that world and the resurrectioy from the dead,
neither marry, nor are given in marriage: neither can
they die any mora; for they are equal unto angels,
and are the children of God, being the cinLorex or
THE RESURRECTION.” Equal to angels! Think
what must have been the speed of that angel that
visited Daniel. Such will be the speed of the saints.
In Heb. i, 14, we are told that the angels are min-
istering spitits, seut forth to minister for the hetrs of
salvation, and doubtless they do so; yet we see them
not. We have no powers of vision to behold them,
We see throngh a glass darkly, and only by faith,
But we shall sce as we are seen, and know as we are
known. Our powers of vision are so gross and lim-
ited, that the movements of such beings are imper-
ceptible, and would require a miracle to render them
visible.

We have an instance recorded where God remov-
ed the vail and permitted mortals to see the move-
ments of God’s angels. 2 Kings vi, 15-17. Thé
king of Syria sent out an army to take Elisha at Do-
than. His servant rising early and looking abroad,
saw the city swrounded, And he said to Elisha,
“Alas, my master! how shall we do? And he an-
swered, fear not; for they that be with us are more
than they that be with them. And Elisha prayed
and said, Lord I pray thee open the eyes of the
young man; and he saw and behold, the mountain
was full of horses and chariots of fire round about
Elisha”  Thus “ {le angels of the Tord eneampeth
round about them that fear him,” ani we see them
not.  But thavks be to God, the titae is at hand,
when as the prophet says, [Iza. xxv, 7,] “ The Lord
shall destroy in this monutain the face of the cover-
ing cast over all people, and the vail that is spread
over all nations.” ~ Then shall we discern the things
now unseen, being eternal in their natuve.  As Sie-
phen, the vail being removed, he looked up and saw
Jesus standing on the right haud of God.  Acts vii,
53, So shall we see the * King of kings, and Lord
of Jords,” “who ouly hath immortality, dwelling in
the light which no man ean approach unto, whom
no man hath seen nor ean see.” 1 Thn. vi, 1.

Thae glory of God caunot ba seen nor approached
unto in mortality,  Why, we canuot even look one
of Gud’s creatures, the sun, in the face when he shin-
eth iu his strength, much less behold the glory of
its Creator, God, 1n his fullness. John turned to see

spirit,” And this'accords with other scriptures. Gen,

Jesus on the isle of Patimos, and such was the effect
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upon him that he “fell at his feet &s dead.” So
Paul on his way to Damascus, a little ray of Christ’s
glorified body fell upon him, aud he fell to the earth
and was instantly made blind, and remained so, un-
til God miraculously healed him. If such was the
effect of the glory in Which he appeared then upon
them, what will it be when he comes in all the full-
ness of the glory of the eternal Godhead. Do we
not see that We must be born again of that Spirit
which raised Jesus from the dead, to even see the
kingdom of God. Glory to God, we have the prom-
ise, [Phil, iii; 21,] that when Jesus comes, “ he will
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body, according to the working
whereby he is able to subdue all things unto him-
salf.” Then shall we possess powers to behold and
gaze upon the glories of the ternal, even as angels
who always behold their Father’s face. Theu shall
we know them even as we are known by themabe-
ing born again, as children of the resurrection, we
shall be equal to them; and having the privilege of
the kingdom and the city we shall see God in all
his glory. Matt. v, 8: “Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God.” For this Jesus pray-
ed, [John xvij, 24,] “ Father, I will that they also,
whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am;
that they may se¢ my glory which thou hast given
me-“

Iu Rev. xxii, 8, John saw in vision its fulfillment,
“There shall be no more curse; but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be init; and his servants
shall serve him, and they shall see his face.”

From this view we perceive the necessity of the
new birth, and a birth of that Spirit that shall change
our natures from mortality to immortality, which
change is never produced at conversion. Hence con-
version cannot be the birth of the Spirit referred to
by our Saviour in his conversation with Nicodemus.
But, as we have shown from the Saviour's own teach.
ings at that time, and by other scriptures, the birth
of water is the natural birth, whicli is necessary to
our present state of existence in mortal bodies. And
the birth of the Spirit is the resurrection, which birth
i8 equally necessary to our existence in the world to
come in imwmortal bodies, that we may see, and en-
ter, and enjoy the privil of the kingdom of God.
Thoss who hold this birth of the Spirit to be conver-
sion, make two births of the Spirit necessary to en-
ter the kingdom of God. 'Who are prepared to take
that position? Where is it taught in the Word?
and where at all? that conversion is the birth of the
Spirit ¢

Again, in taking that position three births are
mad'eg?:eoessary to enter into the kingdom of God:
one, & natural birth, and two spiritual. But the
teachings of Christ to Nicodemus are conclusive, and
settle all these points, for he teaches that two, and

" only two are necessary to enter the kingdom of Ged.
And that he that is born of the Spirit, is Jike the
wind nnseen and unknown in his movements. Does
conversion impart to us this power? Certainly not.
Then conversion is not the new birth,

(Concluded next week )

Leapsrsutp.—We clip the following paragrapb
on this subject from the Morning Star, denomination-
al paper of the Freewill Baptists. Its suggestions
will be useful to the members of other denomina-
tions :—

“There is & strong disposition, in a large class of
individuals, to be first, to take the jead; and it not
unfrequently happens that religion does not bring
men to those humbling views of themselves and of
their importance, that would seem becoming in pro-
fegsed Christians. It not v1 frequently happens that
even ministers are dissatisfied with that measure of
influence assigned them by the generality of Chris-
tians ; and because they cannot succeed in the pro-
jects they have originated, or be acknowledged “lords
over God’s heritage,” cease to doanything, or, what
is worse, stir up strifes and dissensions among breth-
ren and churches. We. as a denomination, have suf-
fered amazingly from this sonrce. Aspiring and am-
bitious men, failing in their designs of rising to pop-
ular eminence, withdraw, and join other denomina-
tions, or, what i8 more frequent, entice away a faction,

and stand alone. They prefer to be at the head of a
score of individuals, to unity on & level with hun-
dreds in promoting the welfare of a whole denomina-
tion. Turn it and excuse it as you will, these dis-
sensions, in nine cases out of ten, grow out of disap-
pointed ambition, or the issue of the question “who
shall be the greatest.” Butthe very fact that they
aim at such superiority and distinction, proves them
unworthy of it. True worth is modest and unas-
suming.” :
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“ Sanotify them through thy truth; thy word ie truth.”
BATTLE CREEK, FIFTH-DAY, MAR.13,1856.

THE LORD’S REQUIREMENTS NOT
GRIEVOUS.

Are you tempted to believe that it is a hard thing to
serve God and keep his Commandments? We can prove
to you that such suggestions tome from the carnal mind;
for that is enmity against God; for it is not eubject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be.. Rom. viii, 7.
Perhaps there is no commandmeut, the violation of which
strikes more directly against the honor and supremacy of
God than that of the fourth; for by that alone is the true
God pointed out to us, and declared to be the maker of
beaven and earth; and there is no commandment, the ob-
servance of which will quicker stir up the carnal mind,
Most Sabhath-keepers have had abundant proof of this.
The carnal wind is enmity againgt God. It bas even
gone so far in some cases as to utter the blaspbemous as-
sertion that it is impossible to keep the Sabbath: in
other words, that the just God bad imposed upon his
creatures a law which they cannot observe.

Says the Saviour, “ My yoke is easy, and my burden
is light.” Matt. xi, 30, And saysa disciple of the Sav-
iour, * By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God aud keep kis Commandments; for this
is the love of God, that we keep his Commandments; and
his Commandments ARE Nor ¢riEvous.” 1 Joln v, 23.
God bas not promised man eternal life on certain condi-
tions, and then made those conditions such that man can-
not fulfill them, and therefore cannot obtain it He has
not set before usa glorious and eternal kingdom, and
made certain duties esseatial to an entrance therein which
we cannot perform! But the condition of eternal life in
the kingdom of God is the keeping of the C d-
ments. «If ye will enter into life, keep the Command-
wents.” Matt xix, 17. Sin is the transgression of the
law, [1 Jokn iij, 4] and the soul that sinneth it shall
die; [£ze, xviii, 4;] but “the Lord is not willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to repent-
ance.” 2 Pet. iii, 6. Thberefore God bas given no Com-
mandment, which man, by secking the aid that comes
from above cannot keep in its fullest extent in a manner
acceptable to him. Says Dr. Clarke, “ The energy of the
Holy Spirit is equal to every requisition of Gud’s holy
law as far as it regards the moral conduct of a believer in
Christ.”

The whole question then presents itself as follows: 1.
Man bad transgressed God’s law and fallen. 2, God
sent his Sen to die for man’s transgression, the just for
the unjust, that a way might be opened before him tolife
again, by imputing Chris’s righteousness to man, when
man should exercise faith in him. 3. The conditions on
whicb he is to be re-instated to bis former condition be-
fore transgression are just, and easy of fulfillment.

When therefore we think of the wondrons love of God
to us, shall not our love be drawnoutto him? “Welove
bim because he first loved us,” says an Apostle. And
when we love him, we shall keep bhis Commandments;
for this is the love of God; and his Commandments will
not be grievons. And when we love him and keep his
Commandments then we are ful!"/i ig the conditions of
eternal life. And if we sin we have an Advocate with
the Father through whom he is faithful and just to. for-
give us our sins when confessed to him.

Eternal life is yet before us, is yet within our reach,
A few more days, and but a few are left us to obtain
it. Shall we now prove faithless and lose sight of the
prize before us? Each one must work out his answer
to this question for himself in his own daily life. Eter-
pal lifel Comprehend it ye who can! No wonder the
Apostle exclaimed, “ O the depth of the riches both of

the wisdom and knowledge of Godl how unsearchable
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”

A LIVING TESTIMONY.

Ir is only & faith lived out that distinguishes the fol-
lowers of truth from the world around them. God is por-
ifying to himself a peculiar people zealous of good works.
But of what use is a theory contined to the bead unless
its influence is scen on the life of its possessor. Faith
without works is dead. There is no particular cross
in the mere possession of a theory. It is only when that
theory leads us to act, and separate ourselves from the
multilude, that we incurthe displeasure of the world, and
the scoffs of the wicked.

For instance, a man may profess to believe the truth
of the soon coming of the Saviour, that the end of all
things is at hand; but who will care for that, so long as
he acts as though he was expecting a great while to come;
80 Jong as he continues absorbed in his worldly interests,
and is beaping us treasures o bimself, adding bouse to
house, and Jand to land? A person’s life never lies; and
whatever he preaches by this, no amount of profession or
precept will counteract; for * actions speak louder than
words,” But when be begins 10 Jive out this belief, when
ke jg willing to let himself and his possessions be a con-
suming sacrifice upon the altar of the Lord, when he is
active and energetic in warning his fellow-men of the
wrath to come, and presente in all his actions an example

istent with his profession, there is a sensation at once
in the ranks of the enemy,

The observance of the S8abbath furnishes anotber illus-
tration, If we could, notwithstanding the seventh day is
the Sabbath, reconcile with truth the observance of that
day which the multitude regard, who would not be wil-
ling to adopt the theory? But when we see that truth re-
quires us to come out from the multitude, and be sepa-
rate, and devote that day to sacred rest which the world
make the busiest one of all theseven, then comes the con-
flict; and whoever then acknowledges the seventh day
to be the Sabbath, and acts according to his profession,
at once becomes a living witness to the truth,

We see then the importance of living out the truths we
profess. If we would make any impression on those
around us, our precepts and practice must agree. Ave we
now having the last message of mercy? Is the end of
all things just upon us? and are we the peculiar people
God is purifying to bimself? Whoever professes to be-
lieve this, Jet him not give it the lie by living as though
he believed it not. The world should not have it to say
of us, They preach one thing and practice another,

————
LETTER TO H. V. REED. NO. 2.

Dean Bromuru—With pleasure we address you again
upon the subject of your letter of Feb. 16th, It is apleas-
ing task, b we are confident we have the truth on
the subject to set before you, and others alzo; and because
of our confidence thas the truth will be received joyfully
by those who are houestly and humbly secking for trath.

You say—¢ But this is not all the testimony we have
on this Jminr. We think that the parable of the tares of
the field proves the point. Now mark: The harvest is
the end of the world,the reapers are the angels, &c. The
angels are seat forth to rout of his kingdom all things
that offend, and them that do iniquity, &e. Tnex the
righteous shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. All this takes place at thetime of the har-
vest which is at the end of the world, or age.”

We reply—The parable of the tares of the field evi-
deatly applies to the close of this age. «The harvest is
the end of the world,”” and not the blginning of another
age. “And the reapers are the angels, As therefore the
tares are gathered and burned in the fire; SO SHALL
I BE IN THE END OF THIS WORLD.” Whatwill
be in the end of THIS WORLD, or age? Our Lord’s
answer is as follows:—*“ The Son of man shall send forth
his angels, [1he reapers,] and they shall gather out of his
kingdom ALL THINGS that offend, and THEM
WHICH DO INIQUITY.” Whea will the reapers, or
angels, do this? Answer. «In the end of this world,”
or age. It will pe s2en at once that this parable proves
beyond all doubt that at the end of this age, « AL them
which do iniquity” will be destroyed.

The phrase,  they shall gather out of his kingdom,”
&c., may have led you to conclude that the kinzdom will
be located in Palestine before the reapers do their work.
To this we reply—

1. That this view carries the work of the reapers over
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into another age, which Christ places in the end of this

age. Does Bro. Reed say, So shall it B¢ at the commence-

wment of the neztage! Jesus says, “So shall it be in the

END OF THIS WORLD.” Amen!

2. «Flesh and bload cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, neither doth corruption inherit incorruption® 1
Cor, xv, 50, If the reapers do not do their work till the
kingdom be set up in Palestine, who are those in that
kingdom which “offend,” and “do iniquity,’” and are
gathered out of that kingdom? Do you say they are mor-
tal ginners? « Flesh and blood cannot inherit the king-
dom of God?”’ *“ Corruption cannot inberit incorrup-
tion.” And you will not say that they are apostates from
the immortal state!

3. It it be clearly understood that Christ prior to his
second coming, receives the kingdomsof this world as the
territory of the everlasting kingdom, [Ps. ii, 7-9; Dan.
vii, 13, 14; Rev. xi, 15,] there will be no difficulty in ap-
plying the phrase,  gather out of bis kingdom,” &e., to
the territory of the kingdom, to be fulfilled at the second
coming of Christ.

You say—* Again, Matt. xxv, 31-32. When the Son
of man shall come in his glory, and all his holy angels
with him, ten shall he sit upon the throne of his glory,
and before him shall be gathered all nations, &c. We
find that no otber throne is promised to Christ but the
throne of David. Hence when Christ comes, he will com-
mence his reign on David’s throne The coming of Christ
here referred to is his second coming, For he eomes with

t glory at that time. See Matt. xxiv,30. If it could
mbown that the foregoing testimony had no bearing up-
on the subject, and that Go% had promised the saints any
reward away from the earth, then there might be some
plaustbility in the position, Onl{ two thrones are recng..
nizable in the Scriptures. The throne of God and the
throne of Christ, or David’s throne, God“bas nowhere

romised Christ any throne, but David’s, and note, the
Eingdom of Israel was to be overturned until ke comr,
whose right it is, and God says that he will give it him.
Eze. xxi, 27. Now Christ says to his apostles that in the
regeneration, (or reproduction at the resurrection,) when
the Son of man sits in the throne of his glory, ye also
sball sivupon twelve thronesjudging the twelve tribes, &e.
Matt. xix, 28. Now it must be evident to every unbias.
ed mind that this is on the earth. This position looks
plain to me, and I do not see how it can be got round.”

We reply—The following plainly revealed facts arein-
dispensably necessary to a correct understanding of Matt.
xxv, 31, and onward—

1. The Jerusalem abave.is to be the Capital of the im-
mortal kingdom, \

2. Christ will reign on a'throne iun the Metropolis of
his kingdom, in fulfillment of all those promises of bis
reigning on the Throne of David.

3. Christ receives the Throne and Capital, which is the
marriage of the Lamb, before his second appearing.

We will now take up the events mentioned in Malt.
xxv, 31-41,in their order.

1. “« Wkhen the Son of man shall come in his glory, and
all the holy angels with him.”” Thig, all agree, is his sec-
ond appearing.

9. « Then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory.”
This is the next great event following the recond advent,
and has especial reference to the 1000 years reign of
Rev, xx.

That Christ’s reign is eternal, will not be denied; yet

1000 years of his reign are measured off, because of the
especial work of that period. Christreigns with the saints
in judgment 1000 years.
. Read Campbell’s translation of Matt. xix, 28« Jesus
answered, Verily I say unto you, that at the renovation,
when the Son of man shall be'SEATED ON HIS GLO-
RIOUS THRONE, ye my followers, sitting #lso upon
twelve thrones, shall judge the twelve tribes of Israel.”
This shows when Christ will sit npon the throne of his
glory. It will be afler his followers are raised from
the dead. How long will they sit in judgment? Rev.
xx, gives the length of time.

Rev. xx, 4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, [What thrones?] and judgment was given unto
them,”—Thrones of judgment—<And they lived and
reigned [in judgment] with Christ 1000 years.”

As we have before said, No text in so many words de-
clares where the 1000 years reign of Christ with his saints
will be; but from the facts, that at the resurrection, the
saints follow their Lord up tothe « Father’s house,”
[John vii, 33; xifi, 33; xiv, 1-3,] and that the earth re-
mains desolate during the 1000 years, we are driven to
the conclusion that the judgment reign of Christ with Lh.e
gaints is in the New Jerusalem before it descends to this

earth.

“Says Paul, “Do ye not know that the saints shall
judge the world?” «XKnow ye not that we shall “judge

angels?” 1 Cor. vi, 2, 3. When? and what angels?
“And the angels which kept not their first estate, but
left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting
chaing under darkness unto the judgment of the great
day.” Jude 6, "' .n all wicked men and fallen angels,
not excepting the Devil, will be judged by the saints, in
connection with Christ. This is the work of the 1000
years. o

3. The third great event in order is expressed thus—
“And before him shall be gathered all nations,” &e. This
must be at the elose of the 1000 years, as all natiohs can-
not be gathered hefore him till all are raised from the
dead. Then they will be separated « as a shepherd di-
videth his sheep from the goats.”” Thesaints, represent-
ed by the sheep, will be in the Hely City, while those
who come up at the second resurrection, who are repre-
sented by the goats, will be outside of the Cily.

4. “Then shall the King say unto them on his right
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king-
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”
Then, at the close of the 1000 years, will the earth bere-
stored. And then will the saints inherit it in its Eden
glﬂ"‘.h“ it was when first given to Adam.

“ Then shall he say also unto them on the left band,
Depart from e, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the Devil and his angels.” Tbhis text evidently ap-
plies o the second death. Then, all the “cursed,” with
the « Devil and his angels,” will be cast into “the lake of
fire, which is the second death.” And, mark: It is in
close connection with this event, that the Kiug says,
«Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”

Dear Brother, for want of room we must close this let-
ter by calling your attention to the sad fruits of the Fu-
ture Age heresy. It has led many from the truth of God,
and present duty. Where is Eld. D. P. Hall, who but a
few years since received with joy the Third Angel’s
Message? Bro Bates’ letter on another page will tell
you. O, bewarel beware! of the deceplive snares which
Satan has set for the remnant.

Yours for the Whole Truth, 2.

e ——

THE SABBATH,
TESTIMONY OF UNINSPIRED MEN.

A late writer has truthfully remarked, « When an
sets at naught a divine arrangement made expressly for
his benefit, he al ways bas, and always will make full
proof of his folly.”” This is shown to be true in regard
to the Sabbath institution, though the writer had no ref-
erence to this question. “The Sabbath was made for
man,” and the wisdom of the world proves to be folly
when endeavoring to evade the force of this plain truth, But
universal practice, or common consent has so strong a hold
on the miuds of some, that argument loses half its force
when arrayed against the popular will. Whatever exists
amongst apparently well-meaning people is sacred in
their esteem, without an inquiry being raised in regard
to its origin. And though it be shown that the keeping
of the first day of the week is not enjoined in the Bible
it seems 1o answer so good a purpose in the Christian
world, being devoted to such a pious use, that it cannot
be dispensed with. To such I would recommend the
following remarks of Dr. Scorr:

“The use of things indifferent in religion, without
command from God, leads men’s minds to gross conoep-
tions of him, as if he delighted in that outward splendor,
or those external forms which excite in them lively but
false affections that are often mistaken for devotion; and
it is commonly connected with a false dependence; it
substitutes something else in the place of the appoint-
ment of God, and tends to the usurpation of authority
over men’s consciences.”

These remarks are just, even of “things indifferent,”
but the substitution of «“sorething else in the place of
the appointment of God,” cannot be called an indifferent
ining. But others wi'l point with confidence to past cen-
turies during which Sunday bas been observed, as if a sin
were sanctified by age. The following remarks by Dr,
Carsox are to the puint:

« With respect to existing religious institutions, there
is no presumption in their favor, in any sense of the term.
Their present exist isapr ption thut they were
agreeable to the wisdom of the institutor, but not that
they are of divine originc He who holds them must
prove them. He who assails them has only to refute
what is alleged from scripture in their support. The
question is not whether the institution is useful or injus
rious, but whether it is founded in scripture. Had an
institution existed from the time of Noah, it has not the

w.

smallest authority from its age. It must prove its origin
to be from God.

« With respect to religious doctrines, there is no ante-
cedent probability that those in existence atany timeare
actually in seripture. The vast majority of religiousrites
used under the Cbristian name are the mere inventions
of men: and not a single institution of the Lord Jesus, as
it is recorded in the New Testament, has been left un-
changed; and it is no injustice to put each of them to
the proof, because if they are in scripture, proof isat all
times accessible.”

Of the law of which the Sabbath commandment is a
part, Dr. Scorr speaks as follows:

“Though we neitber hear the thunders nor see the
lightuings, nor witness the awf§l circumstances with
which the holy law was given, and though we are not ap-
palled by the voiceof God bimself, speaking to usfrom the
top of blazing Sinai, yet if we attend to the things
spuken, we shall perceive that we have as much occasion
to tremble as the Israclites had, when they stood at the
foot of the mountain. This law, which is so extensive
that we cannot measure it, so spiritual that we cannot
evade it, aud so 1 ble that we t find fault with
it, will be the rule of the fnture judgment of God, as it is
of the present conduct of man. Nor would it consist
with the glory of the Lord’s perfections, the bonor of his
government, the interests of his umiversal and everlasting
kingdom, or even with the felicity of his rational crea.
tures, to reverse, repeal, or relax one precept of it, for it
is al] perfectly ‘boly, just and good.” . . . But can it be
imagined, if the law is so holy and excellent, and such
honor has been put upon it by the obedience and suffer-
ings of the incarnate Son of God, that any redeemed sin-
ner should be allowed to disobey it? It is absurdity,
impossibility, blasphemy! The knowledge of the Law
shows our need of repentance; the knowledge of Christ
crucified is inseparably ted with repeut »

All who have endeavored to prove the change of the
Sabbath have but multiplied “words without knowl-
edge,” and shown the weakness of their cause by the
fallacies of their arguments. In contrast with their vain
reasonings I present the following extract from Eld. H.
Grew’'s review of Phelps:

“To affirm the perpetuily’ of the original Sabbath
and also a ‘change of the day,’ is a contradiction. . . .

“The particular day enters into the very essence of the
original Sabbath. Any change of the day annihilates it,

Another day is Now for the proof,
+ God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it; because
that 18 17 he had rested from ul] his work which God cre-
ated and made.” Qen. ii, 3. The reason, and the only
reason assigned for the original institution of the Sab-
bath-day is, that God rested on the seventh day, and no
other, from all his work. Now as God’s resting on that
particular day constitutes the entire ground of its sanctifi-
cation as the Sabbath-day, it necessarily follows that a
change of the day involves a mullifivation of the original
inglitution, Bro. P.’s own reasoning confirms this; (p.
87,) he remarks, - manente rations, manst ipsalez—the rea-
son of the law remaining, tbe law itself remams.’ But
the reason of the law was God’s resting en the seventh day,
a fuct which certainly remains; consequently the law re-
quiring the observance of that particular day must remain
s0 long as the institution itself remains. The fourth of
July is observed as a memorial of American Independ-
ence, because that on that day it was declared. Can you
change the day, and then talk «f the * perpetuity® of your
original memorial? Moreover, the day is not only chang-
ed, but ths reason for observing your new Sabbath-day is
changed. The first day of the week is not kept because
IN IT God rested fyom the works of oreation, but because
our blessed Lord rose from the dead. Suppose we were
to abandon the observance of the fourth of July, and say
we will keep the eighth of January instead, because of
Jackson’s victory, could we in truth declare that we are
maintaining the perpeluity ot the origioal instituted me.
monal of independence?” I MW,

—

A HyPoCRITE is one that neither is what he seems
nor seems what he is,  He is hated by the world for
seeming a Christian, and by God for not being one.
On carth he is the picture of a saint; but bis paint
shall at last be washed off, and he shail appear at the
Judgment in his own colors and his own deformity.

odh. TN

et
The Devil is a cruel master, for the service upon
which he puts his slaves is to undo themselves.
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THE MAN OF SIN.
(Bro., Surrw:—I select the following versea from a letter, composed by an
old correspondent. If you think them warthy, you may make them pub-
lie. H.S. Gorner.)
Tue Man of Sin may think in vain
To change God's times and laws, made plain,
Which bi< own hand did write :
The Law of God will surely stand,
Though men and devils, band in hand,
Aguinst iv vent their spite.

The Mna of Sin destroyed shall he
When Jesus comes hie anints to free,
And vindieate hiz Word,
And those who by tho Word abide,
And in the prowmises confide,
Shall reign with Christ the Lord.

Then never let his ohildren fear,

The Comforter is ever near,
And will their need supply;

The Word and Spirit both agreo

To mark the pnl£ of purity,
And our obedience try,

Lot us from our own ways refrain,

From empty pleasures fulse and vain,
Aol in the day delight,

Remembering by faith to live,

And rrust in him who died to save,
Till faith is lost in sight.

E——

]
COMMUNICATIONS,

. _From Bro, Batzs.

Bro. Smiti :—I wrote yon last from Wawpun,
13th inst. From that to the 18th, 1 spent in Ripon
and Ceresco ; much of the time in Bro. W Hargrave’s
family. Our Sabbath meeting was with them and
two other families in the vicinity who also profess
to keep the Sabbath. We had an appointment to
preach on First-day in the school-honse. where a con-
troversy had been going on between a Methodist and
a Universalist minister, whether the Bible tanght a
general judgment to come. The Methodist occnpied
the forenoon with the affiymative. In the afternoon
the house was free for me, and I gave them the Third
Angel’s Message. T was there in the evening and
heard the Universalist reyiew his opponent, and de-
claim against what was called a general judgment, or
any judgment except what men received during their
natural lives. - He then opencd the way for remarks,
We endeavored to show from John v, 11; 2 Pet, iii;
Matt. xxv; Rev. xx; Acts xvii, that there was not
only a judgment right before us to come, but also af-
terwards an execntion of the judgment, and exhorted
him and his hearers to the subject matter of the Third
Angel’s Message to prepare us for that great and sol-
emn evont.  He closed up the meeting by daubing
my testimony with Millerism. In conversation with
him after meeting he manifested a willingness to ex.
amine some of our publications for further light on
his theory respecting the judgment, &e.

Febroary 19th, came to El Dorado. Ho-re we were
pressed to hold meetings in the school-house, especi-

which is stated to be of such vast importance, and is
t» continue one thousand 'years in the future, why
cannot its advocates produce one thus saith the Lord
for its foundation ? E!d. H. appointed Sabbath, 2d.
inst., to give his reasons why the First Angel’s Mes-
sage had not been given.

%?here are some here that are not fed with this doc-
trine, and have been in deep trial with regard to their
duaty. and are now ‘preparing to move away where
they can enjoy themselves without such distraction
of feeling. Eld. H. has also stated publicly in our
meetings that the two-horned beast of Rev. xiii, is
not a symbol of the Umted States, Neither is the
Sanctuary being cleansed. The New Jerusnlem is to
be built upon the eprth’; and therc is no personal
Devil.

We do not pen these statements becanse of any
personai enmity we have against Eld. I ; we wish
it were different.  Buat we think the church should

- | understand these public statements of one of their

professed teachers.
We have spent two Sabbaths here.
think of going to Baraboo in the moruing.

Josern BATEs.
El Dorado, Fond du Lac Co., Wis.

We now

Trom Bro Ksllogg.

Bro. Smitn:—Often while reading the letters in
the Review. my hemit gets warmed up with love to
God and his precious cause. 1 Jove the present
trath. Ttis a light which shineth in o dark place.
W hen T first embraced it I thought that all that em-
braced it were the children of God. [ little thought
that we were going to have trials among us, but I
soon found that [ was mistaken, for we have got to
be o tried people; for whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re-
ceiveth. Heh. xii. 6. Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto you. 1 Pet.
iv, 12. I did not realize those passages and others
as I do now. Truly we need to have the purifying
process go on with us until we shall reflect the im-
age of our Saviour, )

Dear brethren,do we realize our position as we
should? Are we making that advancement that we
ought to make? Are our affections weaned from
this poor sin-cursed earth? Have we laid all upon
the altar 7 And if so, are we willing that the sac.
vifice shculd be consum:d? Are we doing all that
God requires of us to help forward that cause which
we proless to love?

1 feel to consecrate myself and all that I have and
am anew to God and his cange. My sympathy is
still with the Review. T feel glad that brother White
is relieved of some of the burdens which he has had;
and I hope he will soon be relieved of the books
which he has on his hands, I have confidence in,
and my sympathy is with, those that have Lorne the
burden and heat of the day.

J. P. KELLOGG.
v, Mich. March 2nd, 1856,

Tl

ally by Fid. D. P. Hall, who steadily opposed us
whenever hiberty was given. especially if onr subject
interfered in any way with the Age fo Come. When
liberty was withheld to save confusion and distrac-
tion, then the cry of sectarianism would come up.
After closing the ninth lecture on First-day evening,
Eld. Hall. called upon the congregation to notice that
the time had not coms yet to give the Third Angel’s
Message which I had been giving them, neither would
the seven lust plagues destroy all the living wicked
when they came. He then appointed a meeting for
the Wednesday evening following, to show that the
First Angel’s Message had not yet been given, but it
belonged to the gospel of the kingdom, yet to come.
‘When the above named meeting convened, the doe-
trine of the Age to Come was presented to
the congregation. After a very lengthy discourse
of more than thrce hours, he spoke of the An-
gels’ messages and said he would preach on them at
another time. He here remarked that the First An-
gel’s Message was the introduction to the everlasting
age.
The main, or chief point which lie propounded was,
that at the second appearing of the Saviour he would
set up his kingdom on the earth in conncection with
the immortal saints. and reign on the earth durving
the 1000 years. Ile further stated that this reizn
,would be in the mist of many kingdoms. That is,
many of the heathen. and the twelve tribes.

When liberty was granted, we asked if there was
any person in the congregation that could remember
one passage of Scripture which had been adduced in
this discourse, to prove the reign of Christ on the
earth during the above-named 1000 years? One man

ereplied. “we shall reign on the earth.” Rev. v
10. Allcan sce that the passage here named has no
reference to beginning. or duration of time. Eld. I,
‘sttempted to explain, but gave none. If this question

From 8r. Skinner,

Bro. Ssita :—Herein [ would cheerfully acknowl-
edge the receipt of the /Zeview which by the kindness
of the dear brethron and sisters [ have had the privi-
lege of reading since three years last June when I em-
braced the truth of the seventh-day Sabbath. My
heart has been cheered from time to time in reacding
the arguments in favor of the blessed truth, and still
more in reading the soul-cheering communications
from my dear hrethren and sisters scattered abroad
in this wilderness world. I kept the Sabbath eight
months in this city alone; and yet notalone; for Je-
sus was with ma and that to bless, I found it was
good to obey God. T continued to pray and believe
that the Lord would reward me openly and give me
sorae sbuls that would come inand worship God with
me; and, glory be to God! he did. Bro. Bates was
gent and his labors were blest, and five embraced the
trath. Since that time otheys have been addea to
our number.

We have been striving to live; but the enemy of
course has been aromnd and even among us but waare
told in the Word to resistthe Pevil and he will flee
from us. We must resist hier «*sadfast in the trath.
We must have on the wholear:.  of God that wemay
fight manfully the good fight of faith and overeonc.
The Word says, Above all, taking the shield of faith
wherewith we shall be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked.

I have none in my family now who keep the Sab-
bath of the Lord with me since the death of my com-
panion, who died a ycar ago the 16th of this present
month. He embraczd the truth of the Sabbath about
one year before e died.

[ embraced the doctrine of the near coming of the
Lord in 1842 in the month of May. I have never for

a moment douhted the trath of it. I praise the Lord
for the way he has led me, and for all the light that
has shone upon my path-way, and for the biessed
promise that it Shall shine more and more until the
perfect day.  Glory to God! [ belicve we have had
the first Message in the past and the miduight cry
and are now having the third; and [ expect it will
go with a loud voice when the chureh gets right,

Dear brethren and sisters let us come up to the
help of the Lord against the mighty, Let us work
while the day lasts ; for the night will soon come
wherein no man can work. Let us be in our closets
miore, holding sweet commanion with our heavenly
Futher, We maust como boldly in the all-prevailing
name of Jesus.  While we pray. let us believe that we
have the very things for which we ask: then God is
well pleased to give. He is more witling to @ive the
Ioly Spirit to them that ask Him than earthly pa-
rents are to give good gifts to their children, Do we
believe this? O brethren and sisters :xchange all
your unhelief for trae faith in God’s blessed word,

I know from blest experience that it is good to
trust in the Lord. He is a prayer hearing and prayer
answering God I have passed through the deep wa-
ters of affliction; but thank God they have never
overflown me. [ have called upon hiw in the day of
tronble, and [ have always found him near at hand
and not atar off.  When I have had burdens [ remem-
beored he has told ns to cast them upon him and we
should be snstained. Think ye I would burden my-
self. when my Father could disp:se of it so easy? I
would not. Now sisters if von havecompanions who
are not in the truth, bring their cases to your Father,
and begin to pray and not faint; you will see the de-
sires of your heart granted. Faith. is the substance
of things hoped for. the evidence of things not seen,
Remember this. 1f ye abide in me and my words
abide in you ask what ye will and it shall be done.
Again, And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in pray-
er, believing ye shall receive.

Let us begin anew to live for God and let liig bles-
sed will be done in ns and by us. [ feel for the rem-
nant scattered over this world, T remember them in
wmy devotions, especially those T have visited in Hub-
bardston and Princeton. ‘The Lord is with that peo-
ple. I lovethem all. T pray the Lovd to dircct them
and sustain them and give them perfect fuith. I an-
ticipate one day meeting them, with all the hlood-
washed company, and unite our voices in siaging the
song of Moses and the Lamb where parting will be
no more.

Yours in patiant waiting for Jesus,
E. C. SKINNER.

Springfield Mass.

From Sr. Burdiok.

Bro. Saira :i—T have been cheered with the many
encouraging letters in the Review. I feel interested
in hearing from the brethren and sisters and think
some may like to learn that I am still holding on to
the trath and striving to overcome. I mean to press
my way through the trials and disappointments of
life and be prepared to enter in through the gatesin-
tothecity. Irejoice that there seems to be an increas-
ing interest among those who profuss to keep the Com-
mandments of God and have the Faith of Jesus.

T believe the Lord is reviving his work. I know
he hasin my soul and [ thank and praise his dear
name for it. But T still feel the need of a deeper
work of grace in my heart and long to be more holy
and like my Master. I feel that the time is near when
we shall neod all the strength that can be gained by
cntire conseeration to God and following bim wholly,
[ love the cause of God. Tt is my causeand my priv-
ileze to try and help sustain it.

May we be reconciled to God and be willing he
should do his pleasure with us. May we feel that we
must suffer with Jesus if we would reign with him,
day we do our every duty, casting our cares and hur-
dens upon the Lord and he will be a present help in
every time of need and finally saveuz from the wrath
to come and grant ns an abundant entrance into his
Kingdom.

Yours hoping for eternal life.

Soraronia Burpick.
Wilton N. H. Feb. 18th , 1856.

————

Extracts from Letters,

Bro. Danier Baker writes from Tioga Co., Pa.:
“After contending against the Trinitarian doctrine
and ali sectarian disciplines for about sixteen years,
and against the doctrine of the soul’s immortality
cight years, and for the seventh-day Snbbath three
years, it is truly refreshing to find in your paper the
same views proved by Seripture. I therefore en-
clese,” &e.

Sister D. E. Edmunds of Union District, Mich,,
writes:—*“A Methodist Minister who preaches here
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every other First-day. erics, ¢ Hallelujah, praise the
Lord. the & 18 abolished.? [ don’t know what
Lord he means; but am sure ’tig not the ‘ Lord of
the Sabbath.”

Sister Bartlett writes from Nopwich. Vi, Speak-
ing of the traths aidvocated by the Review, she says:
% PThere is no one Lint holdeth with me in these things.

1 JFave to stand cut alone in vegnrd to thesegreat
truths; bnt 1 biess the Lord for his goorlness‘ to me
in showing me the path of life and strengthening me
and making me stendfast and unmoveabie in the truth.
I count not my life dear unto mo that I may win
Christ.”

Sister Sarph J. Qardner writes from Vergennes,
Mich. :—+11" we e all one family of brethren we
shonld not Lot the burden rest upona few ; we shonkl
aid with our weans, as well as our pragyers. (whoso-
ever is of a witling heart let him bring an clfering to
the Loxd, Ex. xxxv. 5 ) to spread this plorions teath
to the worl | tiat sonls who «we now starving for the
trath may by awkened o their awfal eondition—
vwithout Hops and withont Gad in the woriil. O that
they wizht seaure to themselves eternal hfe which i3
offerzd to ticin without woney and withoat price.

“1 am ¢ lad thare is o way open for the remmnant to
speak ofien to each other ; fov when the mind is casi
down, diseonragal or gloomy, wa ean find something
there as welt as in the word of Go-l, to enconrnge us
onwaril 3 and ofien our hearts are cheered by the
exhortations rud testimonies we have w the “paper
from those of iike precions faith.  Onr hearts beat

“high in love ank wnion with those, whom having nev-
er_seen, wo hope to me2t in that happy throng, that
shall never b severed. The moments we have at
present are previons. I have an avdent desire to get
the victory over every besettmyg sin and confess then
while Jesus is in the Sanctuary that they way bo
blotted ont; and my name be enrolled in the Lamb's
hook of ile.”

Sister M. M. Nelson writes from Marquette Co.,
Wis. i— The Review is the only source of iustruc-
tion and encouragewent frow the brethren and sisters
of like precions faith, which 1 have, as T iive far from
any who regard the Sabbath of the Lord. or who are
looking for the svon coming of the Saviour to judue
the world. It was cne year ago Jast July since 1
commenced to keep all the commandments, I am
all alone, and need much of the grace of God to ena-
ble me to scand fast and endure to the end. T beg
the prayers of the church that f may bo kept in the
hour of temptation and come off conqueror and more
than congueror through him who hatu luved us, and
finally be permitted to enter in through the gates in-
to the city.”

N

Sister 3. A. Jessip writes from Calhoun Co., Mich.:
«We all have a wo: k to do; and [ sometiwes fear |
have neglected 1y duty too much because T was poor
and all alone, there being none of gike precious faith
near me. 1 lad alnost given up in despair, but 1
have taken new courage. Yes, praise the Lord, 1
mean to be faithiul to his suffering cause, I want to
be one of that blessed namber that will stand upon
mount Zion. singing the song of Moses and the Lamb.
By the fviendly aid of Bro. Kelsey, I have received
the fZeview aguin for which 1 am truly thankful.

“«When 1 think of the great love which God had for
us in sending bis only begotten Sou into this world
to gufier and dic for us, my whole soul is drawn out
in love to God. O for words to cxjress my grati-
tude to him for his I-.ving'.kmdness_ unto me. I de-
light in li holy law @ it i3 my meditation all the day.
When I think how littie T reflect the Jovely image of
Jesus, 1 sometimes fear L shall never get into the
kingdow. I want to have my life squared by the
Word. I want to be cleansed from all sin, that when
the times of refreshing shqll come from the presence
of the Lovd, I muy share its glorions blessing and be

repared to stand in the timo of trouble, that I may
ave rigat Lo the tree of life and enter in through the

gates into the City.”

i oline M. Lunger writes from Ionia Co.,
Mii;:t‘::f—galrpmiw the Lugr(:i.that. T ever heard the
Third Angel’s Message. It is meat in.due scason. 1
feel to praise him when T hear from the saints scat-
tered abroad, to think in these last_days there is a
remnant who are keepiog the C'o_mmsn ments of God
and have the Faith oF Jesus. The enemy seems to
work on all sides. The Bible Sabbath t y cannot
stand. We may say what we will, if we don’t men-
tion the Sabbath : if we do they will say, O that ix
all done nway, nailed to the cross. arkness bas
covered the varth and gross darkness the people.

ev are asleep. They don’t seom to take our Sa-
?il;u}x'*’s words Ehnt he xys nigh, even at the doors. As

a person said to me the other day because I was Jook-
ing for the Saviour, he said it would be a long time
before we would see him cowe.

“ But thank the Lord. I take him at his word. e
will come ag»’. 1 O this world is dark and dreary.
O what are charms of this world to us who
are leoking for the Lord! O when T look around
me and see how unconcern 'd most of the people seem
to be, it makes my heart ache. O that the Lord
would send forth some of his servants this way, and
open the eyes of the people that they may see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand
with their hearts, and be converted and exchange
their error for truth.”

Bro. L. M. Bodwell writes from Dodge Co, Wis.:
¥ We apprecinte the visits ef the Review as it is the
only preaching we have on the Third Angel’s Mes-
saze. There ave three familics of us here that meet
regnlarly cvery Sabbath. We find it good to obey
the injunction of the Apostle, not to forsake the as-
sembling of ourselves together as the manner of some
ig, but to exhort one another daily and so much the
more as we sce the day approacniog

Norte.~Itisan important fict, as stated above,
that the Review is the only paper which stands truz
to the Third Angel’s Message,  Let all therefore who
believe that the great and glorious movement of the
past on the Advent guestion was of God; who be-
lieve that propheey has nufoldzd as Jaid down in the
book of trath, and that we are now having the third
and last message to be given in probation, remember
that the Revigw is the only paper which advoeates
this great and solemn truth.  We shall maintain our
integrity on this question, and also on all others, in
which we are fortified by the word of God.—Ebp.

) SELECTIONS.

N L A

Campbelt’s Critic!/sm on Mat. xxivey 36,

“No not the Son.”—This sentence has been the
suiject of wmuch criticism, and many comwentators
of difitrent creeds have been perplexed with it.
Though wanting in some ancient manuseripts, Gries-
bach has retained it. Macknight argues that the
term know is here used as a causative, in the He-
brew sense of the conjugation hiphel, that is, to
make known. Adam Clarke thinks thisis rather cut-
ting. than uatying the knot. Tbe controversies be-
tween Caivinists and Socinians have made the difli-
culty appear much greater than it really is. It secms
1o bear just as much against the Socinian as the Cal-
vinistic hypothesis, On the supposition that Jesus
ol Nazareth was but a man of extraordinary endow-
ments, eminentiy gifted by the Spirit of God, the
difficalty is as great as upon any other hypothesis.
He had just been speaking of the destruction of Je-
rusalem and of the temple, in the nost exact and
circumstantial inanner.  IIe had shown that he both
knew the season (a term agreed to be equivalent to
the hour.) and all the adjuncts and circamstances of
that tremenduous eatastrophe. He had wminntely
detailed a1l the concomitants, and expressly declared
that the generation sggnaing aronud him should not
pass away, Ll every thing be had stated relative to
this event was accomplished. ‘Thisis, in otiter words,
declaring that he kuacw the day of this calamity
He eircumseribes and limits it to a certain day.  Bat
the guesti'n proposed to him explans the difficalty.
e was not asked whether he knew the day, bat to
anake it knowi. Tn thesame way he was afterwards
interrogated about “the restoration of the kingdowmn
to Isracl”  [u this case, he says, “[t was not for
them to know the times and seasons which the Fa-
ther had reserved to himself and did not anthorize
him to make known.”  And, taking into view the
cireumstarees of the whole case respecting the de-
struction of Jerusalem and the temple, and the ques-
tion asked him, lis auswer is just equivajent to say-
ing; The Father will make it known when it pieases
Lim; but he bas not authorized man, angel, or the
Son, to muke it known. Justin this sense Paul
nses the term know, 1 Cor.ii. 2. 1 came (o you
malking known 1he testimony of God, for T deter-
mined to make known nothing among you buta
crucitied Claist”  In the ovder of the words, man,
angel. and Son, the Saviour declares his own superior-
ity to any of thew.—Appendiz, Note ziii., p. 60.

The Punting Soul
As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so pant-
eth my soul after thee, O God. To a mere specula-
tive believer in Christianity, this language may appear
extravagant, but it is a portion of the inspired Word.
The Ho!y Spiit never exaggerates. Thaeis such a

thing as panting after God. Tt is a state of mind
which every Christian should cxperience.

The panting soul is one which longs with intense
desire for communion with God. The Christian
shonld be content with nothing short of this intense
desire. 1t is not a fanatical, but a most reasonable
state of mind.  The husband and father, when sep-
arated fromn tho:e deaver to him than life, is not con-
tent with waking them the subject of occasional
thought, and of transient desires. Ile would feel that
he was an unworthy hushand and father, if his heart
did not barn with an intense desire to be restored to
their society. Much moreshonld the Christian cherish
an intense desire to meet and commune with his beav-
enly Father., That Father is the all-perfect. That
Father loves him with a love which no human caleu-
lus can estimate. The Uoly Spirit does not attemnpt
to desertbe the vastness of that love, “ God o leved
the world (at he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on him might not perish, but
have everlasting life.””  He has called him with an ef-
fectual calling.  He lias Lorne with his ingratitude
and parverseness,  Hehas crowned his days with lov-
ing kindness and tender mercies.  [nfinite, intrinsie
loveliiess, and infinite loving kindness towards him
should eall forth his supreme affection, and awaken
an intense desive for condormity to lus image, and inti-
mate eommunion with him.

Many Christians desive to walk more worthy of
their vocation.  They desire to set a better example,
to have a stronge, faith, and clearer evidence of their
adoption.  "Vhis is well, bat it I8 not panting after
God.  Ged is the irue portion of the soul. God is
the fonntain of holin_ss.  Fellowship with him should
be dexired above every thing else.

Many wearied wich the toils and cares ofcarth, and
groaning beneath the body of sin and death, desire
the rest of heaven,  They can say, Oh that I had the
wings of a dove that I might fly away and be at rest;
but they cannot say, as the hart panteth after the
water brooks. so panteth my soul after thee, O God.

Many desive the coming of Cnrist’s kingdom ; de-
sire, and make efforts to promote the salvation of
souls, This comes short of panting after God and his
holiness. Christians ought to desire the salvation of
souls with great intensity, but their desires towards
God ought to have still greater intensity,

Reader, does your soul pant after God 2 Ts he the
object of your chief desire? Thank God for the
pledge of eternal glory which you have in that desire.
‘That desire shall be gratified in preference to all
others. He whose soul pants after God, shall assur-
edly have Him for his portion, for time and for cter-
nity.—N. Y. Obs.

————
Fragments Yor the Mind

MAanyY reverse the Scriptare rale, 1 Cor. xiv, 20, and
are in undersianding childien, in malice men.

The barren fig-tree was not cursed because it bore
bitter fruit, but because it bore no fruit,

Reviling way be less common and less polite, but
it is not more wicked than flattery.

To be cast down by undeserved censure or elevated
by unmerited compliment, is alike proof of weakness.

A wrong=d creditor, a neglecied wife, a slandered
neighbor, and a gnitty conscience, are four things
whose presenice give great pain.

The chief things proven by him who prefesses to
be perfeet, ave iznorance of hiwself, 1 John i, 8, and
ignovance of God, Job xI, 5. 6.

No foily can compare with spiritual folly, no blind-
nesg can equal spititeal blindaess, no losses are like
spiritual losses, no judgments are so tevrible as spirit-
uaj judgments.

As he who prayeth that he may not be burned, and
then ranneth mto the fire; sois he that seith, “Lead
me not into temptation,” and then, without necessity,
subjeets his principles to trial,

In contests among men, the party doing the most
wrong is commonly harder to be yeconciled than he
who bas sutfered most wrong, The reason is, he hath
a_quarrel with himself, which makes bim doubly ir-
ritable. '

T'o be impatient of reproof, weary of deeds of picty
once delighted in, fond of works of taste to the neg-
lect of the seriptures. and severe in judging another
man’s conduct, ave among the darkest signs in the
lives of some who otherwise seem to be cosistent
Christians.

Some of the best men have left the world bitterly
reproaching themszives for two things: lack of zeal
and lack of industry in the improvement of timne.

[Am Messenger.

HumaN Grory,—There are two things which
ought to teach us to think but meanly of human
glory: the very best have had their calumniators

the very worst their panegyrists.
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To Corrospondents.
USURY,

L, Laturor :—You ask an explanation of Deut, xxiii, 19.
+* Thou shait not lond upon usury to thy brother; usury of
mouey, usury of victuals, usury of anything that is lent upon
usury.'’

In what sonso shall we uuderstand the term, usury; for it
appears that it is not now used as formorly It used to sig-
nify any logal interast; but in this sonse the word is no lon-
gor ia use: it being employed at the presont time to denote
illegal or ualawful interest on anything lent. With this lat-
tar sense however we have nothing to do; as uo christian will
be at a loss to know his daty with this mesning of the term.
But giving the word its former signification, is it right for a
brother in the church to lend his money 1o & brother on usu-
ry? If wo let the Scriptures have their bearing on this
poiot, wo think we sre safe iu answering most emphatically,
No!

The Biblo is very definite and speaks out very plain on this
subject, [t isevery denounced as a heinous sin to be prac-
ticed among brethreu * Thou shalt not lend upon usary to
thy brother,” See Ex. xxii, 25; Lov. xxv, 36, 37; Noh, v,
7, 10.

In Ps, xv, B, it is olassed with the sin of taking reward
agaiost the innogent The psalm opens with this important
inquiry: ‘* Lord who shall abide in thy tabernacle 7 who shall
dwell in thy holy hill! A portion of the answer, as given in
verso 5, is, ** He that putteth not out bis money to usury nor
taketh reward against the innocent;"” or accepteth u bribe to
pervart justice and judgment.

In Prov. xxviii, 8, it is classed with unjust gain : ¢ Ho that
by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance,” &eo,

In Jor. xv. 10, it is intiuiated to be & sia worthy of cursing
“T have neither lent on usury, nor maa have lent to me on
usury ; yet every one of them doth curse me."” The complaint
hore is, that though he had committed uo sia worthy of ours-
ing, yet they onrsed him : as much as to say that if he had
lent on usury, their oursiag would bave been Just, and given
no caunsa of complaint. See Eze. xviii. 8, 13, 17; xxii, 12

Perhaps somo ons may hare say, This wa3s a regulation
given to the Jows with ehich Christians have nothing to do,

But we inquire, Is not & Christian comwandod to love his
nelghbor as bimself, as mach as a Jew? And if a Christian
in dealing with his brethren. violates any of those rules by
whioh the people of God wero anciently required to manifest
their love one to another, does he not become a violator of
the groat prinoiple, *“ Love thy neighbor as thyself?"” Now
for a Jew to lond his money upon usury to his brother, would
be considered, according to the above scriptares, a plain vio-
lation of that law. Is it any the loss 50 among Christiang ?

Again, admitting that a brothor should not lead to a broth-
or on usury, the question may arise, if, having lent money to
poople of the world, we may take usary from thom. Oa this
poiat we will only say that it is very evident that the above
soriptures, as far a« relating to the Jews. ware designed to
regulate thoir condut among themselves alone, from the fact
that they had plain permission to lend to the stranger on
usary  Dout. xxiii, 20. How far may we reason from anal-

*ogy from this {aot in reference to the conduot of & Christian 7

The Church Book Fund.

H. Brxauas : ~In sugwor o the brethren who have ques-
tioned yon on the subjeot of the book fand, we reply, as was
atated in No. 21, that there are now in this Ofoe tracts be-
longing to the Church, to the amount of about two hundred
dollars. If to this the Chureh shall add one thoasand dol-
lars, it will noarly covor all the books now in the hands of
Bro. White, and then théy will become the property of the
Chureh : the money of courae to he paid to him.

We do not know what they mean by “ old books” All the
books in ths Ofios are works on present truth and if they
ware not now on hand would have to be published immodiate-
Iy to moet the demaads of the csuse. Now if the Church see
fit to have a fand in order to carry forward the publication of
traocts as they sball be led for the adv t of presont
truth, the proposition of Bro W. presents a rare opportunity
for them to do 80 ; as at the rates at which he offers tho books
now ib his possession, thoy ona be had cheapor than they
could now be published ot this place.

But sapposo the Chureh doos not see fit to raiso a fund and
take the books of Bro. W : as fast as they nre sold he must
use the proceeds to meet tho oxponses he has incurred in their
publioation ; and whon they are sil sold, here will be a
Chuarch without books, aad withont a fund to publishany A
fund will then have to be raised, or some nne be found who
will be willing to involve biwsolf in responsibility and debt
to moet the wants of the ocause, or the publication of books
cease. All will therefore see that it will be an adrantage to
the Church to raise the fund now and invest it in the books
already published, Then when these are sold, the proeeeds
will Bo in the hands of the Committep whom the Churoh may

W13 Wliaati,

of such

appoint, ready for the p tion or re-p
works a8 are most needed.

1t is thought by some that there has been a groatoversight
it the publiation of books, and that there are now on hand
large quantities of books of little or no value. This is & mis-
take. Perhaps Bro, W. hias, considering his ciroumstances,
published too large editions of some works, and invelved him=
solf; but at the rate at which books have sold for the past
two or thred years, there are not more than one yéar's stock
on hand, with the exception of some few kinds worth in all
perhaps ahout one haadred sud fifty dollars: this however
caanot be donsldored a loss, s most of theso will eventaally
be soid : it is only means invested whish does not return it-
self 50 soon as though put into other works. And probably
withia this year, soveral kinds will have to be re-published.
The prospect for the sale of books is now very encoursging.
About the first report w8 hear from messongers who enter new
fields is, We have sold our books and must have more.

R. K. CortasLt :—It is thought advisable here, to have the
Book Fund which the Church ju New York State propose
raising, united to the general Fumt, and yet have a deposito-
ry in different States, as you suggest, In this onse it will be
necessary to raise about $1300 in all. If the two Funds are
united, Bro. W. will make the same deductiou on the books
now in your State, that he dves on the books here, provided
the Church take them. It will then be necessary for the
pledges of the N. Y, Fund which are not paid to be forwarded
to this Office,

e ———— e

5" Tuere aro $316 pledged on the Book Fund, $295 from
foar churches in Michigan, But very fow Circulars have yet

been returned,
e ——

Loafing Clergymen at Washington.

The Washiagton correspondont of the Cincinnati Times, in
speaking of the soramble for the chaplainoy, says:

* The most disgusting sight of &ll, even to worldly men and
bardened sinners. is the struggles of a 1ot of preachers for the
chaplaincy No less than ten ministers of dfwmm denomi-
nations are here, intriguing, electioneering and Iaboring for
tho post of chaplain to the Senato and house. This scramble
after “* filthy lucre,” 'hy these gudly men, is a horrid parody
of their meekness, truth and roligion pretenses. It is time
that this system of chaplainey at eight dollars & day was abol-
ished. The whole thing is a kery of sol bjects,
it is now carried on. Lot the ministers of Wasbington and vi-
cinity be invited to offiviate in turn. I have no doubt they
would do it cheerfully, fervebtly

““ Applieants for the chaplaincy even go so far asto recount
the servioes they have rendered the * party,’ and promise fu-
ture labors. They also go into bar-roome, salvons, boarding
houses or wherever o member is to bo cornored, rad there bore
him for his vote aad ind This ia shemetal, degrading,
basely bypoceritical, yet perfectly true  With suob pious ex-
amples no wonder Congress is corrapt !

———— . et

THE BIBLE.

WHENCE, but from Henven, could men unskilled in arts,
In several ages born, in several parts,

Weave such agreeing truths? or how, or why,

8bould «ll conspire to cheat us with 1 lie ?

Unasked thoir plans, ungratoful their advics,
Btarving their gain, and martyrdom their price.

Business.
M. F Chaplin :—~We npply one dollar of your re

Humiuiry —Homility makes cne more peacenble amon
bis bretbren, fruitful iu well-doing, obeerful in suffering, ap
constant in koly walking. Humility is toat which keeps »ll
graces together,

Boeks fer Sale at this Office.
RATES OF POSTAGE.

"Booixb of unbound, not ing over four vounds, for any dis
tance under 3000 miles, when pre-paid, one cent an ounee. When not pres
paid, 134 cents an ounce *

Hywmna for those who keep the Commandments of God and
the Faith of Jesua. This ia the title of ovur new Hymn Book

repared for the use of the Church of God seatiered abroad.
Yz is designed to promote not only public worsaip, but also
social and family dovotions, It is a selection of Hywns of
poetio merit, expressing the faith and hope of the Ch.irch ay
set forth in the Scriptures of truth, free from the popular er-
rors of the age, The Book contajns 352 Pages, 430 Hymps
and 76 pioces of Music. Nearly every Hywmu can be sung in
some one of the pieces of Music, which will promote uniform-
ity and correctness in singing amoag the Churches —Price,
Gg] conts =--[n Moroeeo, 70 cents,---Weight 7 & 8 ounces.

Bible Tracts Bound in Two Volumes. ‘These Volames
are of about 400 pages each, and ombrace nearly sll of oar
published Tracts. We nre happy to offer to oar friends the
main grounds of onr faith in a style so acceptable.—Price,
50 conts ench.—~Wt 9 oz each,

Sabbath Tracts, Nos, 1,2,3 & 4. This work presents a
ocondensed view of the entire Sabbath question.—184 puges.
Price 15 conts —Wt. 4 oz.

The Sanctuary and Twenty-three Hundred Days. by ©J.
N. A" This work presents o clear exposition of Daniel viii
and ix, points out distinctly the commencement and terming-
tion of the 2300 days, shows whut the Sanctuary is, and the
nature of its clernsing, and explains the disappointment of
the Advent people in regard to time, and the true position of
thote who are now waiting for their Lord.— Price ?2& ceats.
Wt.3 oz,

The Three Angels of Rev. xiv, 6-12, particularly the Third
Angel's Message, and the Two-horned Beast This work
maintging the fulfiliment of Propheoy in the past Advent
movement, and is of great importance in these timosof apos-
msé ond peril,—148 pages.— Price 12§ cents —Wt 2 oz

eview of Crozier., This work is u faithful review of the
No-Sabbath doctrine as set forth in the Advent Harbinger
by O R. L. Crozier. Itzhould be placed in the hands of
those who are exposed to that beresy -~Prico 6 cents,~Wi-
202

The Bible Class. This work contains 52 Lessons on tho
Law of God and tho Faith of Jesus with questions It is

ag | Peculiarly adapted to the wants of those of every nge who are

unacquainted with our views of these subjects, especially the
young.—Bound 26 cents —Wt. 4 oz.—Paper covegs, 18}
cents.~~Wt. 3 oz .

The Four Universal Monarchies of the Prophecy of Dan-
iel, and the Kingdom of God, to which is added a condensed
view of the 2380 days and the Sanctuary.—~Prico 8 cents,~-
Wt 2 oz,

The Sabbath. Containing valuable articles on 2 Cor. iii;
Col, ii, 14-17, Who i3 our Lawgiver T The two tilis of Matt.
v, 18, Consistency, &o —Price 5 cents —Wt 1 oz

The Law of God In this excellent work the testimony of
both Tostaments relative to the law of Ged--its knowledge
irom Creation, its natnre and porpetuity-—-is presented.—
Price 12} cents -Wt. 2 oz.

The Atonement This work opens a wide field of Bible
truth, and will be found a vll\mEIa assistant in the study of
the great theme on which it treats, 196 pp -18 cents =Wt. 4 03.

an not Immortal : the only Shield against the Se buctions
of Modern Spirituatism, Without the great truththat man
is not immortal, and that the dead know not anything. none
are prepared to stand agaiost wicked spirits in high places.
We commend this work on the Immortality question, as an
able di ion of the subject.— 148 pp -124cents.-Wt. 3 oz.

on Vol. VI, and one on Voi. VILL

Z Marsh :-~Tho fifty cents frova J. P. Marsh you will find
raceipted in Instruoror Vol IV, No 3.

J. Doreas :— After sending the honM you ordered, and ean-
colling your former indebtedness, there remained in your fa-
vor 81,65. OF this we bave oredite'l 81 to yoa on Vol. VIII,
and the remainder for P. MeDowell oa Vol, VIIL Is this
right 7 Wo are able to 2end you only two of * Everybody's
BoOk'l!

e —————— e
TO THE INQUIRING.

Txose who receive the Revixw free for o time for the par-
pose of investigating the subjects upon which it troats, will
bear in mind that, if they are not heard from within three
months from the time they receive it, their papers will be

discontinued.
—— ———————

Recelpts,

E B Potter, D Aldrich R Foster, A Oross, M M Nelson, D
Baker, T Spragae, Mrs E D.3cott, M P Chuplin, O Benson,
H Hall, E V vinnd, L M Budwell, J Lewis, J Lindxay, (for
Mrs S W,) R G Curtis, R D Howland, C Smith, D E Elmer,
E Templo, J Dudley, J Orbust, M Hutchins, H C Stone, D
Sevy, J Stiles, L W Stiles, E Noa+on, each 81.

J Doroas (80, 65 fur P Me Dowell) 81,65. C A Lyon 80,60,
A Osborne $0,25. 8 Minott 30,21.

To seno Review to ie Poos.—a & L Dickinson 81,

To pav AragAry oN Vor, VI.--M P Chaplin 81. J H
Darling 80,50,

To move Oftice and pay for Priuting NMiaterials.

Amount to be raised -~ - o - - - £603.64
Previous Donations, - - - - - - 205,12
Wm Dawson, $3,00 | J Lindsay, 83,00
M & L Dickingon, 1,00 | H C Stone, 2,50
H Hall, 0.50 |

Remaining to o raised by the Church, $298,52

An Examination l}flln Scripture Testimony concerning
Man's present condilion. and his fulure Reward or Punisu-
ment. By this work is shown in a clear and connected man-
ner the unconscious stute of the dead, and the final destiny of
the wicked. 1y maay it basbeen objested to worka which
buve been published on this subject that objections have not
beon thoroughly answered. In this work we consider all ob -
jections to the mortality of m:n and the death of the wicked
Tairly and fally met ---Prico 18 cents---Wt. 2 0z

Why Don't you Keep the Sabbath? Extracts from Catho-
lie works -Price b cents -Wt 1 oz.

Signs of the Times. This work presents the historical facts
conocerning the signs in the Sun, Moon and Sfars, points oat
other signs of the soon coming of Christ, and contains an ex-
posure of Spirit Manifestations ---Price 12} cents,—Wt. 2 oz.

Last Waork of the True Church,.--Price 7 centa -- Wt 1 ox.

Perpetuily of the Royal Law.---Prico b cents,---Wt. 1 oz.

History of the Sabbath.---Price 5 cents,---Wt. 1 oz
anla Days and Sanctuary by * U, 8."”«--Price b cents.
t 1 on.

The Celestial Railroad.---Price 5 oconts,---Wt. 1 03,
Christian Experience and Views,---Prico 6 conts.-Wt. 1 0z,

. Supplement to Experience and Views.---Price 6 sonts.-We.
oz

Review, Vols 2,3,4,5 & 6, hound in' one hook ---Price
8300 Vols. 3 & 4 bound in one book, and 5 & 6 in one
book, 81,50 each,---In paper covers 35 cents a Vol.

Youth's Instructor.---Vols. | & 2.---Price 26 cents & Vol
in paper covers.

POEMS.

Home Here and Home in Heaven, with other poems. This
work embraces all those sweet and Scriptural poems written
by Annie R. Switly from the time she embraced the third
message tiil sho foll asleep in Jesus.---Price 25 ceats ---Wt
4 0% === [n paper covors, 20 cents.---\Wt, 2 oz,

Time and Prophecy. This work is & pootic comparison of
the evonte of time with the sure word of Prophecy.---Price 25
conts --=Wt. 4 oz.--In paper covers, 16 cents.--- Wt. 3 oz.

A Word for the Sabbath. This work is an exposure of the
false theories in regard to the Sabbath ---Price 5 cents,

Liberal discount on these works whore 85 worth is taken.

Address URIAH SMITH, Battle Creek, Miok,



