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THE COMFORTER. |
'“"l, RVEN 1, AM ME THAT COMFORTETH vou'' rea. li, 12

Tn God let nll bis saints rejsice,

With thankful heart and cheerful voice ;
Thus saith his Word, so kind, so true,
“1, even I, will comfurt you,’

Sweet words! O, let us bless bis name,
Aud joyful all bis proaise proclaim ;
Thoese words shall foes and foars subdue,
1, oven I, will comfort you.”

Ave you in darknoss and distress?
Doct Eatan rour and broak your peace’
Foar not, but till this truth review,

“ T, even I, will comfort you”

Do sore afliotions on you lay?

And pungent sorrows day by day?

30k to this word 3 t'will bear you through,
I, even I, will comfert you”

Yf denth in gloomy form appear,
And overwhelm your souls with fear,
Lot this swoet word your faith renew,
“ I, even I, will comfort you.”

Thus while yon sojourn here below,

As pilgrims in this world of woe,

M sEn this your song the journey through,
“1, eron I, will comfort you.”

A fow Words with EId. S. on the Sabbath, |

DeAr Broraer S.:—Permit me to address you
&t this lime. Let us review our conversation that
we had the other evening. T quoted the langu
of Paul as is recorded in Acts xxviii, 17, where he
addressed the chiof of the Joews. Paul said unto
them, that he had committed nothing against the

le, or customs of their fathers. I quoted this as;
proof that Paul did not noglect to keop the Sabbath, |
and that he did not keep First-day; for if he had
done vitber, he would have done sumething against
the customs of their fathers.

If I recollect aright you stated that Panl did do
something against the customs of their fathers; for
Paul bolievg on Jesus, (bad faith) and said (or im-
plied) that they did not believe on Jesus, and you
seomed tosay that Paul could just as well have kept
Sunday and said this, 8 to have belioved (had faith)
on Jesus, and said so. I do not think so: I do not
&0 understand Paul; for Paul says, after preaching
up faith, “ Do we make void the law through faith?
God forbid: yea, we (we, Christ’s true preachers like
Paul) establish the law,” Do you establish the law,
or do you make void the law through faith? (or a
tradition of the fathers?)

In this connection, will yon please to read the fol-
lowing quotations, and see how every sentence, word
and letter is placed. )

Matt, xv, 1-18. “Then came to Jesus Scnv!x and
Pharisees, which were of Jerusalom, saying, Why do

[ gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;

| be rooted up.”

| keeping? if be did not plant it, if Christ’s words be

{ er to niake either heaven or earth pass away, when

thy disciples transgress the tradeidn of the elders?)
for they wash not their hand# #hén they eat bread.
But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye
also transgress the commandment of God by your
tradition? For God commanded, saying, Honor thy
father and mother: and he that curseth father or
mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Who-
soever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a

and honor not his father or his mother, he shall be
free. Thus have ye made the commandinent of God
of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites, well
did Esaias prophesy of you saying, This {eoph
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honor-
eth me with their lips; but their heart is far from
me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men.

“And he called the multitude, and said unto them,
Hear, and understand: not that which gooth into
the mouth defileth a man; hut that which cometh
out of the mouth, this defileth a man. Then came
his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that
the Pharisees were offended after they heard this
saying? But he answered and said, Every plant
which my Heavenly Father hath not planted, shall

Did Cl:ist’s Heavenly Father plant this First-day

true, he will root it up; and it we cling to it witha
strong grasp, where sl[:all wo bet

Now would it not defile us [verses 10, 11] if we
should say that God had not founded his covenant
for ever? or that he would alter at least some of the
words that have goue out of his lips? or that Christ
had destroyed the law, or that one jot or one tittle of
the law had failed, after reading Matthew v, 17-19¢
or that wen had the power to make one of the Com-
mandments to pass away, when he has not the pow-

Christ has said that it is easier for heaven and earth
(both) to pass, than for-one tittle (least particle) of
the law to fail. ’

We might ask many questions, and in truth I
should like to, but I will cat short by referring you
to soine passages, and your own good judgment will
see the force of them. James ii,10, 11. 1do want
to ask you what James would be likely to say to you?
Wotld he not say, Now if thou do not kill, yet if
thou break the Sabbath, thou art become a trans-

ressor of the law for he that said, (margin that
aw which said,) Do not kill, said also, Remember
the Sabbath-day (yes, pay) to keep it holy, &c. The
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God,
(not of the Jews, as soma reproachfully call it.)

Again, you seemed to say that Paul regarded the
Sabbath and circumeision alike. I understand Paul
to teach very differently: for he says in 1 Cor. vi,
19, “ Circumeision is nothing, and ypcircumeision is
not}]xi)r:g, but the keeping of the Commandments of’
God.

Rom. ii, 21.  Says Paul, “ Thou that preachest a
ran should not steal, dost thou steal? (I do not be-
lieve hrother 8., that you will steal.) But thou that
preachest that a man shall not break the Sabbath,
dost thou Lreak the Sabbath? (T am afrail you do.z
Would James give yon any more liberty to hrea
the Sabbath, tan he would to steal ?

Paul said that by the law was the knowledge of
sin.  Paul said that he had uot known sin, except
the law had said, Thou shalt uot covet; so we can
see that by God’s law of Ten Commandments is the

knowledge of sin; for sin is the transgression of the
law. Where there is no law, there is no fransgress-
ion; and whero is thero any law for keeping Sun-
day? So if you want to see sinners converted to God,
if you have God's word you mustdeclare it faithful-
ly; for Paul said that he was alive without the law
once; but when the Commandment came, sin roviv-
ed, and he dieds But thanks e to God that Paul
lived after this to tell us many good things; but he
did not live after the flesh, or after the carnal mind,
but after the Spirit; so that the righteousness of tllne
law might be fulfilled in him. Says he, I delight in
the law of God in, or after the inward man, Do you
then of the abundance of the heart let the mouth
speak ?

Paul said, (although the commandment came homé
to Paul and slow hin, ) that the Jaw was holy, the
commandment holy, just and good; yes, spiritual.
Was then that which was holy, just and good, yea,
spiritual, done away # Paul said, God forbid that he
should do it away, even through faith. Do you do
it away through faith? Has God given you more
liberty than he did Paul? If not, the law says to you
to-day, “ Remember the Sabbath dag to keep it ho-
ly,” &e.  “The seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God,” &e. God has said so by his exam-
ple, hy his Word, and by a three-fuld miracle; and
suid Clirist, “The Sabbath was rade for man.”
Was Adam uot a man? are you nota manf? Dare
you come up and say to Christ, that God did not
make the Sabbath for you?

Again, you stated that the fourth Commandment
did not specify any particular day, only one after six
days of labor.” But it reads to e, not A seventh day,
but Tag seventh day, the one on which God rested,
at creation; yes, blessed and sanctified. If the fourth
Commandment does not specify any particular day,
in what language could it be specified¥ But after all
this you said (if I recollect aright) that the seventh
day was the right one to keep, if we could tell which
day it was. You seemed fo think that the time had
been lost, so that we could not tell which the seventh
day from creation was. Well, if you are in the dark
on this subject, do not be leading others in the dark,
or into the dark. Matt. xv, 14.

Now if we keep the day that we think is the gev-
enth day from the best knowledge that we can' get,
I believe that God will accept o% it. But l;e’csuoe
we canuot count back to creation, and tell to'a day
how many days have intervened from thefirst da
till mow, to say that we will not keop-the sevent
day, would not be wise. When almost every body
will agree when the first day comes, of course we cau
tell when the seventh day comes. Why did our
translators of the Bible add a table after this manner:
1st day of the week, Sunday; 2d day, Monday ; &e.,
7th day or Sabbath, Saturday.

If time bad been lost before the children of Israel
came out of Egypt, God in giving the manna would
have corrected them; and what reascn have we to
suppose that time was lozt from that time to Christ's
time? Butin case time had been lost before Christ’s
time, it would be undervaluing Christ, I think, to
say that he would not have known it, and knowing,
would not have corrected it. But yot I understand
you to say, thatip case time was lost when Jesus
Christ came into this world, that you did not believe
that Christ would have corrected them. But if time
war lost, Christ must have known it, and not to bave
corrected them in it, would not only have been coun-
tenancing them in a wrong, but yielding to the wrong
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himself. But this is too inconsistent for us to sup&oﬂe
even for one moment; for Christ said that he had
kept his Father's Commatidments, and one of them
required the observance of the seventh day; and
hence I can but conclude that the true seventh day
from the creation was kept in Christ's time.

As Christ told his disciples to pr«y that their flight
be not on the Subbath-day, they not only knew when
the Subbath caine, but kept it also. And when Je-
rusalem was destroyed, the Jews weré scattered
among all nations, where they are monuments of the
truth of God's word. They have carried the Sab-
bath with them, and do they not all agree as to
time?! Would they all be apt to make a mistake,
and all make a mistake alike? Yes, and all the
Geutile world e, if any mistake has been made;
for almost tha whale world will agree on this point.

Now in concliion give me an nuswer, a reason of
the hope that is in you with meekness and fear; and
count me not as an enemy because I tell you the
truth. H. C. Crumn.

Madison Co., N. Y., March, 1856,

——
BRIEF THOUGHTS

ON TEE NATURE OF TAY. SOUL, THE RESURRROTION OF THE
DEAD, AND TIIF FINAL DESTINY OF MAN.

From the Scriplures alone can we obtain satisfac-
tory informatiou concerning the nature of the soul.
Reason may lead Lo conjecture, but reason alone can-
not give us confidence. The wise men of antiquity
have reasoned without the light of revelation, aud re-
mamed in unhappy uncertainty, We are shut up
to seek light from the Seriptures, shining as a light
in a dark place. The first question that presents it-
self to our mind will be, Is the soul of man a con-
scious and intelligent existence, when separated from
the body, immontal in its natnre, and destined to ex-
ist for ever? My ohject in the brief thonghits on this
subject will not be to examine all the isolated passa-
fes which appear to present abjections to the views

shall present on this question; but to inquire what
is the current testimony of Seripture; and this not
8o much to present all the evidence fror tie Serip-
tures that go to support iy views on the subject, as
to snggest trans of thougi fur others, as to what is
truth on this subject.

1st. T should not think the soul of man an im-
mortal, conseions, and intelligent ¢xistence, separate
from the body, from the silence of the Seriptures on
the subject. The Seriptures speak of the nature of
man as plainly as they do of the nature of God; of
his montality, depravity, his perishing condition by
nature, yet in this volume, written by Prophets and
Apostles, recording the teachings of Christ, their own
teaching and preaching to men of all' elasses and con-
ditions—yet iu all this volmne com by s0 many
(writers, under so many different encumstances, and
discussing so many subjects, the soul’s immortality is
never stated as a fact plainly and explicitly, nor the
subject discussed. This appears the more sirange,
supposing the writers to have believed the dactrine,.
from the fact that religious teachers in our day, who
believe the ductrine, often discuss the sulject; spenk
of the soul's immortality in most of their serinons ani
exhortations, so that noone who hears them, or reads
their writings, i in the Jeast doubt as to thein real
sentiments on the sulject.

2d. I should not infer the doctrine of the soul’s
immortality from the terms used in the Seriptures in
speaking of it. I shall examine but a few of the
most prominent passages on this point, and vefer the
reader to “ Bush on the Soul” for a full examination
of this class of passages. The fist mention of the
soul is, “ and the Lord God formed man of the du-t
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and man became a living soul,” or a
living creature.

There is no intimation that what God breathed in-
to man, had an intelligent, and conscious exirtence
previous to ils entrance into the bady, or that it Le
came such after its entrance into the body. But it
entrance into the body made man a rational, and in-
telligent creature. The Scriptures call it the epirit.
the life, By whatever name it is called, it is evident
Iy nothing more nor less than the principle of life,
which, before it entered the body, had no couscious,

and intelligent existence; and after it leaves the body
has no conscious and intelligent existence. But, unit-
ed, makes a rational and accountable being. This is
what Paul tells the Athenians, “secing he giveth to
all life and breaths;” and that Jesus refers tc when he
says, “but are not able to kill the soul;” and that
Solomon designates when he says, % the spirit shall
return nnto God who gave it.” The breath of life,
or the principle of life, that gift of God to man, re-
turns to God who gave it; not as a rational and in-
telligent existence, bntas the principle of life merely.
Man cannot destroy it.  As Paul says, “ your life is
hid with Christ in God.” “ When Christ who is our
life shall appm’.' thaugh our enemies kill this. body,
yet our life shill 0et be losh but shall be restored to
the body in its :g Matiide state—and then shall
ve also appear ,"ﬂm in glory.” “He that find
eth his life shall tge it #nd he who loseth his life
for my sake shall timd?it” Thongh tbey kill your
body, the principle of life shall return to God ‘who
gave it. And be shall restore it again, though ap-
parentls lost, to your incorrnptible body; an% thus
shall yon keep it unto life eternal. “ For what is a
man profited if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul; or what shall a mau give in ex-
change for his soul . The question does not speak
of the happiness of the sou), but of the soul itself, as
a thing that may be lost, or bartered away. The
previous verse calls itlife: they mean thesame thing.
If the soul of man was immortal by nature, it conid
not be lost, or exchanged for something less valuable.

8d. From the punishment threatened to the un-
godly, I should not infer its immortalily, but its de-
struetion and extinction. The first penalty held up
to Adam previons to the fall was, “In the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shaltsurely die.” This curse
was, after the full, explained to Adam: *In the
sweat, of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou retwm
unto the ground, for out of it wast thou taken: for
dust thon mt, and unto dust shalt thon return,” No
intimation was given o Adam that he was to have
an existence beyond the grave, The punishment
threatened ended at the grave. Sorrow in life fol-
lowed by death: *“dust thou art, and unto dust halt
thou return.”  The prospect held up before Adam,
was that he should go back to the dust from whence
he was taken, and ‘God would take back the princi-
ple of life he had conditionally given to Adam. An
extinetion of heing was the prospeet before his mind.
If Christ had not come as the yesurrection and the
life, there would have been no future existence for
man, And until he wae promised, there was no
curse that reached beyond the grave. It is in this
sense that as “in Adamn all died, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive.,” All lost their existence in
Adam: all shall have it agaiv in Christ restored to
them, But there is a second death: and as there
was an extinction of beivg in prospect befure Adam
which was ouly prevented by Christ’s coming as the
resurreetion and the life, the second death will be an
entire extinction of heing—a destruction for which
there 15 no remexly, heing a destruction of both soul
and body in hell. The prineiple of life will be de-
stroyed, and there can be vo resurrection from the
second death. “ T have sct before you life and death”
— “the son) that siuneth, it shall die.” “ For, behold

the day cometh that shall burn as an oveny and allj.

the prend, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be
stulible; and the day that cometh shall burn them
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither voot nor brancl.” “ When the wicked spring
as grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do
flonrisli, it is that they +hall be destroyed for ever.”
David spesking Ly the Spirit, says, ¢ Let the sinners
be censimed out of the earth, and let the wicked be
uo more,  Bless thon the Lord, O my soul.” “ And
grather his wleat into the garner, but will burn v

e elinft with unquenchable fire.”  Will the chaff
retmnin Lurniug yet unconsumed becouse it is burnt
up with w quenchable fire?  “ And these shall go
away inte everlasting punishiment, hut the righteous
into Lfe cternal”  Thix punishment is the opposite
f lite eterunl. What is the doom here threatened ¢
In what does this final, eternal, and everlasting pun-
ishv ent consist?  tet the apostle Paul speak :
* Who shall be punished with everlasting destrnetion
fron the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
bis power.” Isnot God's glory, power, and presence

in all patts of M aniverse ?—then whese will the
wicked be after their destmectvin? They must be out

of Gods universe, ot ol of dxhdemee. “ Vessels of
wrath fitted to destruction,” «dkther ye together
first the tares and bind thew & dundles to burn
them.” When burnt, do thuy mo. become extinct?
“If any man defile the tewnpleof God, bim shall God
destroy.” Not his happinass only shall be destroy-
ed, but himself. “Whose end is destruction, whose
god is their belly.” Not only their happiness is to
have an end, bnt TEEY are to have an end,

The wicked will not rite with immortal bodies.
Paul, referring to the resnrrection, says, “ He that
soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting.” Here corruption, and life ev-
erlasting, are placed in contrast, Corruption is the
opposite of immortality and incorruption. If the
wicked are to reap corruption, they arg not to be im-
mortal nor “incorruptible; “ for corrupffon doth not
inherit incorruption.”  All whose corrnption puts on
incorruption, and whose mortal puts on immontality,
can sing, * death is swallowed vp in vietory. O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where isthy vietory ¥

4th, T should not suppore the soul to be immor-
tal by nature, from the fuct that eternal life, or im-
mortality, is a conditionn] gift: both these terms ex-
press the same idea. God said of Adam in his fal-
len state, lest he “eat and live for ever” God call-
ed a wicked man’s elernal existence, eterual life,
These terms when applied to the righteous, always
imply an eternal existence of blessedness, “I am
the living bread which came down from heaven; if
any man eat of this bread he shall live for ever)
“This is that bread wlich came down from heaven;
he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.,” “To
them who by patient continuance in well-doing, seek
for glory, and honor, and immortality ; eternal life.”
Immortality is a thing to be sought for. This does
not appear as though all were possessed of it. “And
the world passeth away, and the Just ihereof, but he
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” 1f men
by nature are immortal, will not those who do not
God's will abide for ever, or remain for ever? “ Who
hath abolished death, and bath brought zre and im-
mortality to light through the gospel.” Tmmortality
and LirE are brought to light, and no immortality
but one of life. Dcath and immoitality are no where
brought to light through the gospel.

5th, The futnre existence of man is predicated on
the resurrection of the dead, and not on the immor-
tality of the soul. Christ says, “‘ hat I should lose
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.”
“That every one which seeth the Son and believeth
on him may have everlasting life, and I will raise
bim up at the last day.” “ No man can come to me
except the Father which hath sent me draw him, and
I will raise him up at the last day.”

Paul says, “ of the hope and resurrection of the
dead I am called in question,” ¢ Because he hath
appointed a day in the which he will judge the world
in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordain-
ed, whereof he hath given ascurance unto all men
in that he bath raised him from the dead.” The fi-
nal judgment is here made to depend on the resur-
rection of the dead. “And have hope towards. God
. that there shall be a resurrection of the dead,
hoth of the just and the unjust.”” The resnrrection
is the Apostle’s ground of hope. ¢ 1f Christ benot
raised, . then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished.” “If the dead rise
not, let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.” The
Apostle here makes the resurrection of the dead the
ground of hope for future existence. “But I would not
have yon to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not even as others
who have no hope.” Why, because the soul Js im-
mortal. “ For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will

God bring with him.” “And the dead in Christshall
rise first.” “DBlessed are the dead that die in the
Lord from henceforth.” “Their works shall follow
them.”

This is not general in its applicatiom:

The words “ from henceforth” limit it to the speci-
fied time. *For the hour is coming in the which all
that are in their graves shall hear his voice and shall
come forth: they that bave done good, unto the res-
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urrection of life, and they that have done evil, nnto
the resurrection of damnation.” )

1 should suppose from such language that this was
the opening scene of rewards and punishments. Of
a similar character is all the Janguage deseribing the
resurrection and final judgment.  “ So shall it be at
the end of the world, the ange's shall come forth and
sever the wicked from among the just.”” Who would
suppose, from such language, that the mass of them
had been separated previously? So in the parable
of the sheep and goats; then shall he separate them
and shall say, “come ye blessed,” and “ depart ye
cursed”  This certainly looks like the first and final
separation; the opening sceno of reward and punish-
ment. When the Son of man shall come in the glo-
ry of the Father, raen shall he reward every man
according to his works. This confirms the previous
inference of no reward till the coming of the Son
of man. .

In Chwists;iuterview with Mary and Martha, he
did not attempt to ¢nnfort them as many would in
our day, by describing the rapturous joys of a soul
in heaven. No intimation of this kind was made.
For with all their regrets at losing their brother, we
cannot suppose they would consent to have him eall-
ed from such scenes to the sorrows of earth again,
But Christ comnfortad them by saying: “I am the
resurrection and the life, he that believeth in me
though he were dead, {’et shall he live again. Mar-
“tha says, “I know that he shall rise again in the
reswrrection at the last day.,” “ Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be, but we know that when he shall appear, we
shall be like him, for we shall sec him as he18.” We
are not to see Christ as he is till his second appear-
ing. “When Christ, who is our life shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” We
shall not appear with him in glory till his second
appearing.  And not only they, but “we ourseives
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemption of our body.” We have the spir-
it of adoption whereby we ery, Abba, Father, But
the adoption itself does not take place till the body
is redeemed. *“ For we must all appear before the

judgment seat of Christ, that every one may receive
the things ddne in lis body according to that he,

hath done, whether it be @ood or bad.”  Wa are to
be judged only for the deeds done in the body. Yet
i’ the souls of wicked inen possess a conscious and
intelligent existence, some of them have been sinning
for thousands of years.

If the foregoiug thoughts are correct, the redeem-
ed will owe to the Lord Jesus Christ, not only their
eternal felicity, but their eternal exis'ence also. “For
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God iseter-
nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

It ¢~st him death to save our lives;
To buy our souls it cost his own :

And all the nnknown joy he gives,
Were bought with agonies unkaown.”

« But man dieth and wasteth away : yea, man giv-
oth up the ghost, and where is hef As the waters
fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth
up; 80 maw lieth down, and riseth not: till the h(:gv.
ens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised
out of their sleep.” Job xiv, 10-12.

« His breath goeth forth, he veturnoth to his earth;
in that very duy his thonghts perish.” Ps. cxlviy/ 4.

«Men and brethren, let mo freely speak uato yon
of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and bor-
ied, and his sepulchre is with us to this ;lay. For
David is not ascended into the heavens. Acts ii,
29, 34.—Selected.

e e R e~
Let us Return unto the Lord.

“we lot us roturn unto the Lord ; forhe hath torn,
nd h(:“v‘v‘llel' l::;.ll us; he hathsmitten, anl hg will bind us up.
.'umm days will lie rovive uss in tho thm'! day ho will
raigo us up, sad wo hall live in his sight. Then shall we
kaow, if wa' follow on to know the Lord; bis going forth 1s
ared as the moraing; and ho shall come uato us as the
£in. a8 the latter aad former raln unto tho earth.’-~Hosou

vi, 1-3

“The text to which I have directed your at-
tention, in the above pm:agraph, is one of. the
richest and most interesting prophecies that was
aver delivered to mortals by any prophet since the

1d began. Every wordspeaks, and is full of
;::aing;g.:nry_:emyanoe is-a volume of instruc-

tion. No wisdom of man could communicate as
much in as few words. It is a pearl of grent price,
lying deep in the waters of prophevy; it is a dia-+
mond, which will cut the film that covers the vis-
ual organ of the readers of God’s word ; itis a gem
in the mountain of God’s house, shining n the
darkness, aud the darkness comprehendeth it not.
It puzzled the Parisee, confounded the Seribe,
and perplaxed the Sadducee, It has, and will con-
tinne to have the same influence on similar char-
acters until-the end of time, The great men of
the earth will not stoop to its light, bacause it ics
too low, The small men of the earth will not pick
it up, for fear of ridicule from those above’ them.
And now, dear reader, I am afraid you will go and
do likewise,—eitheretrent it with contempt or ridi-
cule. But you will fnd, if you ‘will examine, that
in it is contained,——

“I. Our purY To GoD.

“ ¢ Come, let wsreturn unto the Lord; ' and, * If
we follow on to know the Lord.!) Here is the whole
duty of man, as clearly described as any erystal
could make it, Repent, believe,” and obey, are
clearly inculcated. What better words could an
orator make use of, to excite the minds of men to
noble deeds of daring, than are here used by the
prophet ¢ Come '—he invites—* let us'—he
will go witle themn—"*return] Ah! whata word
—return! Traveler, have you ever wandered far
from home, in a cold, unfeeling world, among stran-
gers, among robbers, enemies, thieves’ and hard-
hearted worldlings? Have you been sick, and weak,
wounded and torp, spoiled and robbed, smitten/
and cheated, hated and reviled, and this, too, for
days, months, or years T Have you at last ¢ return-
ed’ to your family, your friends, your native land ?
Do you remember those familtar objects, as you
returned—thé way, the mountain, the hill, ths val-
ley, and the plain ; the grove, the turn, the house,
and the brooﬁ? D» you remember the tree, the
rock, the barberry-bush, the gate and the post, the
doorway and latch? ¢O, yes’ say you; ¢ Irenem-
ber, too, my beating and palpitating heart, and
the falling tear which Lstopped to wipe away from
‘ny Slanched cheek, while my haad was on the
latch., I remember how I listened to hear the
loved ones breathe, although it was then in the
dark watches of the night)

*“Thus tells the wanderer the tale of his* refurn;’
and in like manner could all the wandering sons
of Zion speak of their ‘return You, then, who
have experienced these things, can realize the val-
ue of the word ‘refwrn! And from' my soul I
pity the wanderer that never has remrned ‘unto
the Lord;’ to him that loved us, to him ‘who died
for us; more, vastly more, than mortal friends
could ever do—he died. And so, say you, can fa-
thers die for children, and mothers for their sons;
children can give their lives, thongh rare the gift,
to save the lifs of parents; husbands, and wives,
and friends have fallen, to save each other from
death. All this is true. But here is love greater
than these; ¢ for while we were enemibs Christ
died for us!  Yea, more: le left bis Fathier's pres.
ence, his glory, and that heaven where Angels
dwell; where he, the brightest star in all- the up-
per world, stood highest; where seraphim and
cherubim in glory cast down their erowns, and wor-
shiped at his feet. *He became poor, that we
throngh his poverty might be made rich.”  Again:
ho bore our shame, and by his stripes we are heal-
ed. He was buffeted for our offences, and despi-
sed by mortals, for whom he suffered in the fesh.
He rose from death for our justifivation, and-ascend-
«d on high, to intercede for sinners, and bias sent
dowa his Spirit to bring us wanderers home,

“ ¢ For he hath torn”  True, he suffers our sins
to tear us, and those enrthlfv powers, in whom we
trust, to break our proud hearts, aad, therefore,
tears away our vain supports. He tears our affec-
tions from earthly things, that he ng place them
on & more enduring substance. e lears our
hearts from idol gods, that he may place them on
God supreme.

“< And he will healus) Yes, he will heal ns

from all our backslidings, and love us freely for his|

own name's sake. He will heal us from sin, by
showing us it«deadly nature. He will heal usfrom

7

worldly affections, by placing our affections in heay-
en. He will heal our hearts of idolatry, by the
taking possession of them himself. He will heal
us from death, by the resurrection from the grave.

“ ¢ He hath smitten. God has so ordered, iu his
providence, that his children cannot have inter-
course and association with men of the world, and
with the kingdoms of this earth, but that persecu-
tion, or loss of Christian character, is sure to follow.
The prophet is showing the present state of the
chureh, while the tares and wheat are growing to-
gother. The children of God shall be smitten
—meaning they shall be chastised, persecuted,
ruled over. See the Roman power, from the days
of their connection with the Jews nntil the present
time, ruling over, persecuting, and.tgampling under
foot the church of God.  Our text.i$hot only show-
ing us our duty to God, but it teaches us the suffer-
ings of the church, the dealings ofGod with her,
and her final redemption; the first and second
coming of her Lord; her final deliverance from
death and all enemies, and her glorified reign.

“ ¢ And he will bind us up:’ ~ which isa prom-
ise of Godl, that, although the church should be
torn and smitten, yet he would leal them, and
bind them up. In due time he would gather them
iuto one fold; he wonld bind up all their wounds.
and heal them of all their maladies. He would
visit their transgressions with a rod, and their in-
iguities with stripes; but bis loving kindnes he

avould not take from them.”

. < [Wm. Miller.

Remarks,—Should tho eyc of any rest upon the
above picce, who were engaged in the past Advent
movement, but who have now gone back into the
world and given up the blersed Hope, thereis a re-
turn to which we wouldl invite them.

You remember how brightly the “candle of the
Lord ™ has shone aronnd his people in days gone by,
and how their pathway was lighted up before them.
That light was not a false light, nor has it yet be-
come extinguished ! but it hasgrown brighter and
brighter npon the path of the just. To that light we
invite you to return.

You remember the fuith that actnated believers in
those days. when Wm. Miller himself- was upon the
stage of action, and the world was made to tremble
before the power of truth, backed up as it was by a
consistent example on the part of its advocates. Then
faith and works agreed ; and the world was impressed
with the divinity of truth, and compelled Lo acknowl-
edge the hand of God in the movewent. To that
faith we invite you to return. .

You remember the [ove that burned brightly in the
hearts of the saints, both to God, and oune to another,
and the zeal with which they strove to arouse their
fellow men to a knowledge of the truth. We invite
you to return again to your first love.

We would urge this upon you, because no promise
that God has given us has failed. We mistook a
prophecy and were disappointed. When that disap-
pointment is explained, consistency requires, if we
have the love of truth in us, that we still hold on.
This disappointment is‘explained. Further light has
made all clear; and ¢ ¢ past, which the world blind-
ly refard as an utter fuilure, and a standing refuta-
tion to all our claims, has not only became as clear
as the noon-day, but ¢ven a mighty bulwark to our
present position.

The true watchumien are yetheard proclaiming* The
morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will in-
quire, inquire yej return, come.”  Then shall we
know,” says the prophet, * if we follow on to know the
Lord: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and
he shall come unto us as the rein, as the latter
and former rain unto the carth,—Ep,

CrericaL Broncueres.—A  physician writes a
communication (o one of the religions joarnalsin which
he attributs this disease to a non-use of the vocal or-
gans on week days and their double vse on Sundays,
to mental anxiety as to snpport, and to the use of to-
acco. He recommends to the preacher to read aloud
at least half an hour each day, to quit smoking and
chewing; and on the memibership he erjoins a more
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have clirged vou, as well as me, to wateh, There! of the world ;" if it was of the world, the world| nection with accompanying evidences, we may know
are nany, however, who seém not to suspect dan-|would love its own; but seeing it is not of the the Bridegroom is near. See! O,sce! that you are
ger of bing wnprepared 3 these do not wateh with | world, “ therefore the world hateth it.” A min-| treading upon the last sands of probation. Arouse

reference to the coming of Christ. Some make
light of “going up.” They may not have read with
attention, that some who mocked nt Elisha for say-
ing that Elijah had “gone up,” were cursed, and
made a monument to the impious in after ages.

God has given us one illustration, in each dis-
pensation of the revealed truth, that his people
shall be * caught up to meet the Lord in the air.”
Enoch in the patriarchal, Elijah in the prophetic,
and Jesus in the Christian ; yet many ma{:'e amock
of it. Though ininisters may have read, they seem
not to believe that even children were destroyed,
who mocked at Elisha, for saying that Elijah had
gone up. 1t was mocking God, who cansed Elijah
to go up. So now, it scems plain to me, that all
who make light of second advent believers’ “ goin
up,” mock God. One minister says that he hag
as lief be found fighting the doctrine of the sec-
ond advent when Christ comes as not; but I for-
bear. “Father, forgive them, they know not. what
they do. If my service be not accepted of the
brethren, it will be, I trust, a relief to myself. I
was constrained to write, and though I have writ-
ten amid the interruptions occasioned by the sale
of furniture and * breaking up,” yet here are some

. of my convictions stated—some of my fee]in%s por-
trayed. * * * * *

As to spiritual influences, are they not what has
been foretold What cause can be assigned for
Brother Brown's primitive experience ! There are,
I presume, thousands who have had an experience
strongly resembling his. A ministering brother
has just told me of a pious woman, who had essen-
tially such an experience as Brother Brown’s, and
she was brought by nothing but the Word and
Spirit to just those views I now entertain. She
was deemed crazy, but the Spirit of God wrote this
whole second advent doctrine on her soul ; she has
it all without humau agency. If there are to be
in the last days instances of remarkable outpour-
ings of the Spirit, where are we to find them, ifnot
among second advent believers? A child of six
years old, when converted, told me the most inter-
esting experience I ever heard; her whole soul
was quickened, and she was a believerin her Lord’s
speedy coming. Now I should like to hear rome
of those who feel and act as if the Lord could not
come yet, account for these spiritual influences, on
any other principles than those by which “the rn-
Jers of the synagogue” accounted for Paul’s expe-
rience—for the miracles of Jesus, &c. Account
for them, my brethren, if possible, on any other
Yrinciplos than those by which Universalsts and

nfidels account for ordinary conversions. If in-
sanity, mental imbecility, or the devil, be the cause
of our experiences of truth, what is the cause of re-
vivals? My brethren, let those engaged in them
be your judges. This is a solemn truth. I feel
awt{xlly in view of the necessary conclusion to
which’ these premises lead. You cannot justify
opposition to that agency which cuts the soul loose
from the world and fills it with the second advent,
as well as “glory and God,” except you virtually
justify the Jewish rulers in oppesing the apostles.

herefore, it is my solemn conviction, that you
need beware, lest ye only behold, oppose and per-
ish. It is true that there were miraculous powers
attending Paul ; but observe that is not the basis
éf my argument. The church has long regarded
the argument derived from Paul’s conversion, (it
being sustained by the same kind of conversion n
all parts of the world,) as a strong one. It has
been urged as if irrefragable. If it be a good ar-

ument in any case, why not iu the one before us?

ou observe that the argumeut is based only on
spiritual influences, Every effect has au adequate
cause; every direct spiritual effect has not only its
adequate cause, but a cause of its own nature; as it
is written, % Satan is not divided against Satan,” nor
can Jesus “ deny himself.” These eternal truths are
not recognized by wicked men when they oppose
the Holy Spirit's agency in the experience of the
saints ; nordo you, my brethren, when trifling with
the same sort of agency in writing the second ad-
vent on the hearts of many. This Spirit is “not

isters who believe in the Tord’s coming at hand,
must be hated, or at least neglected. Those who
believe, cannot, therefore, have the ordinary im-
pulses to action, which worldly men have; they
must have higher, holier impulses, derived from
the Holy One, to separate from the spirit of this
world, and wait, on scriptural principles, for the
coming of Jesus to judgment. ~ * ~ * ¥

Jesus solemnly inquired, “ When the Son of man
cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” Yet the
masters in Israel are making the verification of this
dreadful truth a reason for their continued unbe-
lief. When unbelief is predicted to be a fearful
tokeu of his coming, many ministers, with an un-
believing world co-operate to create that token,
Surely f have not mistaken the application of my
text.h Boware, lest in unbelief ye ouly wonder to

erish,

d Even though a definite period had not been
named for the coming of the day of God, such are
the general admonitions to be ready, to wait for,
look for, and love his appearing, that no one can dis-
regard them without infinite peril. Beware, then,
beware, lest that come upon you which is spoken
in the prophets.

Did you ever learn the whole name of Jesus?
Rey. i, 8, “Tam Alpha and Omega, the begin-
ning' and the eunding, saith the Lord, which is, and
which was, and whichr is to come.” The last clause,
literally rendered, may read, The coming One.
Faith respects bim in his whole character. Many
have spoken to me about preaching the gospel, not
seeming. to know that the gospel is the good news
of the kingdom to come when Jesus shall appear.
The gospel dispensation is not his kingdom, except
in embryo in the hearts of his people, because,

Luke xix, 11-13,] “He spake a parable to. them,
ecause they thought the kingdom should immedi-
ately appear,” The disciples were expecting the
kingdom. Acts xvi. It shall be set up at his a
iug; [2 Tim. iv, 1;] and we know, on the
ighest authority, that it cannot come till after the
resurrection. 1 Cor. xv, 50. Now this I say, breth-
ren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the king-
dom of God. No one will ever enter that glorious,
evorlasting kingdom, but by the resurrection, or a
change equal to it.

Some want me to preach Jesus Christ and him
crucified. Such, probably, do not know that he,
who was the crucified Oue, is now The coming One.
If we, my brethren, preach, and the people believe
in Jesus as he is revealed, we shall both preach and
have the people believe-in the coming One. Be-
ware how you omit to preach the coming of Jesus !
By the terrible sElendors of the Day of God, I charge
you to preach the coming of Jesus. By your past
remissness, I charge you to preach the coming of
Jesus, By the doom of the unfaithful watchman
and the unfaithful servant, I charge you to preach
the coming of Jesus. To all, I say, in view of the
opening judgment, repent, be baptized and believein
Jesus, the coming One. Amen!

Tue DanGer.~—At present, the greatest danger we
can see among our friends, is that of slumbering while
the Bridegroom tarries—imperceptibly falling into an
awfully dsngerous slumber, just before the Master
appears. The symptoms of this slumbering, which
may be more safely discovered in ourselves than in
others, ought in itself to be hailed as the very Jast sign
of the Bridegroom’s sure approach. Are your pray-
ers faint and feeble? Does your confidence begin to
fail you? Is your voice tremulous, and lacking in
energy? Do your footsteps reluctantly mark the
way to the place of prayer? Are you slow to catch
and send forth with increased life, the notes of praise
falling from others’lips ? Are you saying, “ We trust-
ed that it should have been” Jesus that would have
delivered his people ere this ? If such are your ex-
ercises, and such your feeling, O hear His voice! “ 0O
fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the proph-
ets have spoken I These very exercises of yours
are recognized by the prophets, and by them, in con-

thee! Tarry not'—

e — e ————
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s*Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
S-SV
_ROCHESTER, THIRD-DAY, JAN. 10, 1854.

¢ My Loxd Delayeth His Coming.,”

Ax evil servant says this, in his heart. © But and
if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord
delayeth his coming,” &. Matt. xxiv, 48. The case
of this evil servant has beeén suppesed to apply to
those religious teachers who entirely rejected and op-
posed the-doctrine of the Second Advent, as taught
by Wm. Miller, arid held by the Advent body. It
has been the unanimous opinion of those looking for

{ the Lord’s sécond coming, that thie prophetic discourse

of Matt. xxjv, .touches the important events with
“which the church of Christ is connected, from the
First Advent down te the Second, First, the destrue-
tion of Jerusalem ; second, the 1260 prophetic days
of tribulation to the church; thira, the sigus of the
Second Advent, it the Sun; Moon and Stars; and,
fourth, the two classes of scrvants; one giving
meat in due season ; the other smiting his fellow-ser-
vant; &. This position, in the main, is certainly
correct

But we think there has been a mistake in the ap-
plication of the case of the evil.servant. He does not
represent those ministers whe have never looked for
the second cotning of Christ. Those who have not
expected Christ’s coming, would have no occasion
for saying that he delayed his coming. But those
who have looked for him, and have been disappointed
as tg the time of his coming, and are brought into &
state of severe trial of faith, are certainly in great
danger of acting the part of the evil servant. Wedo not
see good reasons for applying this text to those teach-
ers who have not expected the Lord ; while the ap-
plication to those who have in heart backslidden from
the Advent faith, is natural, and evidently correct.

Luke xii, 42-45, is good proof that the evil servant
was once wise and faithful. “But and if fhat ser-
vant [who had been giving meat iu due season| say
in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming,” &c
This evidently illustrates the case of those who once
fed the flock of Christ with the doctrine of the Advent
in its purity, but have since lost their faith, zeal and
love. Again, the unfaithful servant smites a fellow-
servant. This clearly illustrates the case of those
who have been fellow-laborers in the Advent cause,
but are now backslidden in heart. What they say in
the heart is seen by their acts.

The Advent message, in fulfillment of the first an-
gel, [Rev. xiv,] arrested the attention of a goodly
number of the Lord’s ministers, who went forth with
the glad tidings of Jesus’ coming, cheering the hearts
of many, and with this bread of heaven, fed the flock.
The time of expectation passed, and a period of severe
trials has followed, in which many have lost thei
faith. Some profess faith in the Advent, whose acts
show that they are saying in their heart, My Lord
delayeth his coming. But a portion have held fast the
Advent movement, as the work of God. And as they
have moved down the track of prophecy from the
first and second messages to the third, they now see
the best of reasons why they should still hold fast
the Advent movement, and look for the Lord’s soon
coming. The Son of man on the white cloud to reap
the harvest of the earth is the next scenc in the proph-
ecy. To keep the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus is clearly shown to be present duty.
While the event to occur at the close of the 2300
prophetic days of Daniel, is shown to be, not the
burning of the earth. but the finishing work of salva-
tion by our Great High Priest in heaven, the nature
of our disappointment is clearly scen, and the past
movement with its disappointment, is explained.
This view harmonizes with the past and present, and
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make known what is theiches of the gloy™of this mys-
tery among the Gentiles; whi st in you, the hope

of glory: whom we preach, warning every man, and

teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present

every man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I also la-
bor, striving according to his warking, whigh worketh in
me mightily.

“For I would that ye knew what great conflict [ have
for you, and for them at Landicea, and for as many as
have not seen my face in the flesh; that their hearts
might be comforted, being knit together in love, and un-
to all riches of the full gssurance of understanding, to
the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the
Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge.»

Eph. iii, 1-9. “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of
Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye bave heard of the dis-
pensation of the grace of God which it given me to you-
ward: how thay by revelation he made known unto me
the mystery; 4§L wrute afore in few words; whereby,
when ye read, yé may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ,which in other ages waynot ;nade known
unto the rons of Ten, as it is now revealed unto his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles
should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partak-
ers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: whereof I was
made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God

“ given unto me by the effectzal working of his power.

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men see
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who crea-
ate% all things by Jesus Christ.”

Chap. vi, 19. *Ang for me, that utterance may begiv-
en unto me, that I may open my month boldly, to make
known the mystery of the gospel.”

Rom, xvi, 25-27. « Now to him that is of power to
stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mys-
tery, which was kept secret since the world hegan, but
now is made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the
Prophets, according to the commandment of the ever-
lasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience
of faith: to God ofily wise, be glory through Jesus Christ
for ever. Amen.”

The word appears in ifg ploral form in 1 Cor.iv, 1,
« Let a man so account of us as of the ministers of Christ,
and stewards of the mysteries of God.” Read the para-
ble of the sower, which so foroibly. ilustrates the gospel
and its effect upon the hearts of the children of fen.
Mark iv, 11, 12.¢ And he said unto-them, Unto you it is
given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but
unto them that are withoufy all these things are done in
parables: that seeing they may see and not perceive;
and hearing they roay hear, and not understand; lest at
any time they should be converted, and their sins should
be forgiven them.”

Second, What is the finishing of this mystery? The
geventh angel has been regarded as the “last trump,”
which will raise the dead, [1 Cor. xv, 52,] henge the fin-
ishing of the mystery of God underits sounding has been
regarded as the terminalion of the gospel at a point of
un;;‘;z we have shown that the sounding of the seventh
angel covers a period of time. It is days (years) sound-
ing; hence we regard the flnishing of the mystery of God
as occupying a period of time under the sounding of the

- geventh angel. We therefore hold that the finishing of the
mystery of God is the closing work of the gospel of Je-
sus Christ, embracing the last message of mercy to the
";:ltm be admitted that the gospel holds a very close
relation to the ministry of Christ in the Heavenly Sanc-
tuary. Asthe tenth day atonement for the cleansing of
the sanctuary of the first covenant was the finishing up

. of the work of that year, so the ministration of Christ for
the cleansing.of the Heavenly Sanctuary after the ter-
mination of the 2300 days of Dan. viii, is the flnishing
up of Christ’s entire work as TPriest. And while his
work ga Priest is being finished in heaven, the mystery
of God, which is the gospel to the world, is being finish-
ed on earth in the third message, which is the last that
offers salvation.

. Third. When will the mystery of God be finisbed?
R&v. x, 7, seerus to be a sufficient answer to this Question,
«But in the dayg of the voice of the seventh angel,
WHEN HE SHALL BEGIN TO SOUND, the wistery
of God should be finished”” Then the finishing of the

mystery of God occupies a period of time, and that peri-
od isat the beginning of the sounding of the seventh
angel,

We have seen that the seventh angel, or third woe,
reaches to the second death at the close of the 1000 years
of Rev. xx, covering all woe. We have also seen that it
hegins to sound before immortality isgiven to the saints,
as sgveral event: * . der its sounding takes place while
the saints are in their mortal state. Rev. xi. We think
it commenced sounding at the termination of the 2300
days in 1844; and from that point of time to the close of
the Third Message, the mystery of God is being fimshed.
Then it will be said, “ He that is unjust, let hiro he nn-
just still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still;
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and
and he that is holy, let hitn be holy still. And behold
I come quickly; and my reward is with we, to give ev-
ery man according as his work shall be.”

Let the candid compare with this sentinent the heresy
that the gospel in its greatest glory is to go forth after
the coming of the Lord, during the 1000 years of Rev xx.

W,

WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMETH, SHALL
HE FIND FAITHON THE EARTH ?

Tugre is no denying that ail forros of religion are los-
ing their power and effect upon the mass of the people.
Phis is a significant sign of the age in which we live.
And there are many causes working to accomplish this
end. Cf Charles Dickens, whose writings are very ex-
tensively read, and possess a powerful influence with the
people, the “Aberdeen Free Press’ says:—

“In the van of those who are laboring to sever the
working classes from whatlittle hold religion yet retains
on them, we are sorry to find Mr. Dickens marching-—
and in a style of harlequin bravado, anything but credit-
able to one claiming his good feeling, and possessing his
amount of common sense.”’

From the « Evangelist”? we learn the following relative
to the state of religion in a portion, at least, of New York
State. From thesimilarity of these reports in all denom-
inations, we may safely give it a general application.

NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION IN THE BOUNDS

OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ROOHESTER.

‘While a survey of the territory occupied by this Pres-

bytery is suited to create some painful feelings on ac-

.count of the low religious interest, and the absence of re-

vivals of religion, there are some things suited to encour-
age our hearts.

Our Ziou is in a state of mourning. The Holy Spirit
has not visited us as io former years, and we have great
cause for deep humiliation in view of the Bins, the world-
liness, and spiritual indifference of most of our Church-
es. God hasdealt with us in a peculiar manner. By di-
minishing the fruits of the earth, theability of the Churh-
es to contribute for benevolent objects has been some-
what curtailed, and we regret to say that some have seiz-
¢d upon that fact as an ex¢ for penuri God
has also permitted the elerents to conlend with our re-
ligious interests by overshadowing many of our Sabbaths
with clonds aud storms, and thus furnish excuses more
plausible thao usnal, for persons not deeply interested in
religion to absent themselves from the house of God,and
to detain so many of poor health, who love the ways of
Zion.

These circumstances may have bad something to do
with the absence of revivals of religion. Whatever may
have been the cause or causes, the fact is notorious, and
calls loudly for bumiliation and prayer.”

—_——
. Business.

J. Y. Wilcox:—You are credited to Vol. VIII.

W. Wilcox:—We continue your paper.

g™ The P. O. Address of G. W. Holt, is Milan, Erie
Co.. Ohio.

The P. O. Address, of J. Hart, is Round Grove, White-
side Co,, I1L

—————
GENERAL CONFERENCE.

Wehave consulted with several brethren on the suba
ject of a General Conference, and there seems to be an
agreement that there should he a General Conference
held at Battle Oreek, to commence about May 23d. We
make this statement that the probable tire of the meet-
ing may be known in geason. A definite appointment

can be given hereafter. W,
e ———— - —

& We suggest, that when the bretbren enclose a bank

note to pay for the Revizw, they enclose another te meet

what is due en Vol. VII, #nd to.move Office &c. Dues
look bad. I W,
e ———— s
§3 B. M. A.—A full answer to your questions would
require more time and room than we cau spare at present.
Before we leave the subject to which your questions re-
late, we shall endeavor to thoroughly investigate all parts
of it; and in meeting ohjections, your questions will be
angwered, If, however, as the investigation progresses,
you are not satisfied on all points, you will please speci-
fy such points, and we will particularly notice them.
W
———

What Day of the Week was Observed by the
Apostles and Primitive Christians?

Tax practice of the apostles and early Christians is
Justly admitted to have an influence in determining how
we should understand and discbarge our religious duties.
For this reason, the strongest efforts ave made to show
that they regarded the first day of the week as the Sab-
bath. But the Scriptures afford no evidence of this. On,
the contrary, there is the fullest proof that they relig-
iously obsersed the seventh day—the only day which is
called Sabbath in the New Testament. In confirmation
of this statement, we notice the distinction that is con-
staotly made in the writings of the apostles between the
Sabhath and the first day of the week. Theseventh day
is uniformly called the Sahbath, and thefirst day is men-
tioned only as such. Had the writers of the New Test-
ament adopted any other day for the Sabbath than the
one commonly called by that name, their maoner of
speaking of these days is both mysterious and deceptive,
as it is directly calculated to mislead us respecting a re-
ligious duty. No person who regards the first day for the
Christian Sabbath, will apply this name to the seventh
day; neither will one observing the seventh day, style
the first day of the week the Sabbath. The reason is ob-
vious. Such a course would be contrary to his under-
standing of truth, and it would lead others to misunder-
stand his sentiments. For this reason the apostles would
not do it.

In addition to this custom of callifig the seventh day
the Sabbath, we find it was the custora of those early
Christians to assemble for divine worship on the Sab-
bath dzy. The mauner in which the Sabbath and the
first day following aur Lord’s crucifixion were observed,
sufficiently proves what the sentiments aod practice of
the disciples were at that time. It is said of them, that
“they rested the Sabbath day according to the command-
ment,” and on the first day they “ traveled and went in-
to the country.” In the 13th chapter of Acts, we are
told that Paul and his company went to a place of wor-
ship in Antioch on the Sabbath day; and we have a
sketch of the sermon preached by Paul on that occasion,
By the request of his Gentile hearers, he preaghed the
next Sabbath, when nearly the whole city came to hear
him. In Philippi, Paul and his company, on the Sab-
bath, resorted to the river-side where prayer was wontto
be made. At this time Lydia was converted and bap-
tized. In the 18th chapter of Acts, it is said of Paul, who
was associated with certain disciples in Corinth, that “he
reasoned in the synagogues every Sabbath, and pe}sund.
ed the Jews and Greeks;”” and this practice he continu-
ed in their city a year and a half. At Ephesns, Paul
went into the synagogue.and reasvned with the Jews,
which is also admitted to have been on the Sabbath day.
In Thessalovica, there was a synagogue of the J ews, and
Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three
Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Seriptures.
Acts xvii, 2. These quotations are sufficient to show that
the apostles and primitive Christians observed the an-
cient Subbath. In Acts xxviii, 17, Paul, in reply to the
slanderous reports of his enemies, declares that he had
coromitted nothing against the customs of the fathers.
Now, was it the custom of the fathers tokeep the seventh
day for the Sabhbath? And wae it contrary to their cus-
tom to keep the first day? 1If so, then Paul kept thesey-
enth day of the week, and not the first, for the Sabbath,
To this thing there was a perfect agreement among all
the Christians of the apostolic churches, The Jews, who
were ever ready to accuse them, and render them despic-
able in the eyes of their nation, never upbraided them
with a violation of the weekly Sabbath, which with them
was a crime worthy of death. These facts are sufficient
to prove that the apostles and their assoojate Christians
religiously observed the Sabbath of the fourth commands
ment,—Sab, Vindicator,
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God is Love.

 Can a woman, forget her sucking child, that she
should not have compassion on her offspring 7 VYea,
they may forget, yet will not I forget thee” Isa.
xlix, 15,

The Bible is full of good and precious promises;
and those who have male God their hope have never
found an hour so filled with sorrow and darkncss
that a gleam has not shone from the Father of lights
to inspire hcpe, and give strength to the fainting soul.
How illustrative of Giod’s tender mercy is the pass-

above quoted : though a mother may forget her
offspring, the child she loves, yet will not God forget
his chosen few on earth.

Could the servant of the Lord feel how great the
love of God towards him is, truly he would never
faint and repina. But here we see and know only in
part. and it deta not yet appear what is laid up for
the people of God ; but they have a volume fiHed
with hope-inspiring promises to comfort them while
they tarry *mid sorro'v and sin ; aud the joys and beau-
ties of the Jand to which they journey aro in this vol-
ume portrayed in language too beautiful for any but
an inspired penman to utter, Traly God islove, and
so loves his people that he will safely lead them
through every hour of sorrow and temptation till they
reach that home which the Creator of all things will
fitly prepare for those who are worthy to receive it.

J.F. B,

Buek's Bridge, St. Law. Co, N, Y,

COMMUNICATIONS.

From Bro. Holt,

Bro. Surra :—I am happy to hear of the prosper-
ity of Zion through the columns of the Review. My
heart is made to burn within me, while I read. the
rich articles on different subjects of Bible truth, and
the spirited epistles from brethren and sisters in dif-
ferent parts of the ficld.

The light of the Third Angel truly appears like the
path of the just that is as the shining light that shin-
oth more ard more unto the perfect day. We ho
that the stewards of the Lord will see to it that the Of:
fice is free from embarrassmentso that the Review
may continue its weekly visits to the scattered and
lonely pilgrims who are hungry and thirsty for the
b and water of life and salvation,

Interest to hear on the subjects of truth which we
believe, is increasing in this part ot the ficld. Con-
Fregntions have listened with manilest interest to
earn our position. Many have procured books and
areinvestigating. We crave the prayersof the Church
for success in this vicinity.

In hope of eternal life, G. W. Hovur.

Fremont 0. March, 1856,

From Bro. Lawrenos.

I have just spent sixteen days from home, mostly
in new places, and find a number interested to hear and
read on those portions of truth not usnally presented.
Five have ordered the feview. The tears of several
were expressive of the eftect of trath. Teihaps one
dozen families out of five neighborhoods opened their
doors for the servants of the Lord, urging us or oth-
ors to call and more fully present the “present truth.”
All the publications that T had were called for.

My heart is encouraged to endure the toils of the
way, and lay all upon the Lord’s altar without re-
serve. The long months of triai and domestic afflic-
tion that [ have been passing through, are doing a
good vork for me. I am comflorted with the pros-

t of sharing with the “ reinnant” as the cause con-
inues to rige, and finally share in the  new song" of
triumph that awaits those who ** keep the word of
his patience” unto the end.

I feel assured that the Lord is leading us in just the
way that will both purify and prove us, and " at the
same time sift out thoso who do not learn that sub-
mission necessary to lead us **into the unity of the
faith,” by obedience to the commandments of God
and the testimony of Jesus Christ.

It is my prayer that the *word of his (God's)
grace” may govern all that profess to believe in the
work of the Third Angel’s Message. that we may gain
an eternal inheritance among ali them which are sanc-
tifled. H. W. Lawrence.

Bangor, N. Y.

From Bro. Kusecll.

1 have been a believer in the doctrines set forth in
‘tho Review and Herald alove a year, having had ac-
cess torthe reading of the Reriew above a year and a
half. The first preaching that I heard asset forth
in your publications was by Eld. Joseph Bates, in
Haneock Co., Ohio. The Review was sent to me by
him to examine its doctrines, which I did with care,

and found that it taught a Bibly doctrine in maost
every particular, as for as I am capable of judging.
Tn the Spring of 1855 I canie to this place, and did
not renew my subscription for the paper ; consequent-
ly T have not had any since June, as [ have not been
permanently located since then.

There are ten Sabbath-zecpers here, and many
more that are almost rersuaded to be. We much
need a preacher of the last message to preach to the
people in this valley. They would accomplish much
good, and would bring many souls out Jf Babylon.

Woa. RussELL.

Adams Co., Wis, March, 1856

P. 8. Our place is known 2 considerable ways hy
the name of the Lemonweer Valley, near a small vil-
lage by the name of Mauston, which has twa or three
hundred inhabitants who all need the truth.

W. R.
e —— N —— e

Extracts from Letters.

Bro. J. B. Frisbie writes trom Bowne, Kent Co,
Mich.. March 17th, 1856:— I am now lectaring to
crowds in the town of Bowne. fourteen wiles north
of Hastings, where they have never heard a lecture
before. What the result will be, the Lord only knows.
1 have given eight lectures in two large schonl-hons-
es, which have been filled to overflowing, Al listen-
ed with attention to the discourses on the jresent
truth, They have bought almost the Jast remnant
of books that I had on hand. Many say that they
never saw the people so stirred up before in Bowne,
and never saw the houses so filled before, There is
some opposition, and that isguaite strong. ButTam in
hopes it will give way before the clear trath,

“There is a ncighborhood fonr miles north from
Grand Rapids, where they arc all awake to hear,”

Bro. 0. Davis writes from North Fairhaven, Mass,,
Mar. 9th. 1856:—"1I feel glad that steps are heing
taken to place the publishing of books and tracts in
the hands of a committce of the ehurch ; not howey-
er intending by this expression. to cast any reflection

Pe |on the course of those who have through much labor

and trial brought the work thns fur ; but to express
my satisfaction that the church has arrived to (hat
state of organization when the work can be carried
on through a more general effort. Thave ever thought
that a church systein should be as perfect as any
other, and must belicve that it will be o if the in-
structions of its great Head are strietly followed,
How carefu]l was God to bring his charch undey Mo-
ses to a state of order and disciphine! And then
again when the time came for that system of govern-
ment to end, how careful to introduce another ! Sure-
ly God is not the author of confusion and disorder:
even as the Apostie says, If all were the eye, where
were the seeing, &e.

“[ have often thought that T would like to be a mem-
ber of that church that shonld be organized nunder
the rules and instructions of God’s word. and led by
the Ioly SYiril, which Jesns said should lead info
all truth. I have been much comforted and strength-
ened of 1ate in reading the 15th chapter of John
Truly, will not God keep us if we abide in the vine?
And O may we so walk as tv he indeed living branch-
es of the true vine. And to those of you who hold
responsible situations in the church, may God give
wisdom and grace for the discharge of your duties to
the glory of his nae.”

Bro. A. Hart writes from Delhi, Mich., March 9th.
1856 :—* The Church in Delhi are striving to get the
victory over every besetment. We have good secial
m:etings, and all are united, and feel the importance
of holiness of heart,  Our prayer is unitedly that the
Lord will prepare his people for the conflict that is
just before them.  We beiieve that the day is near at
hand when our faith will be tred. We cxpeet that
through the blood of the Lamb we shall overcome.”

Sister 8. Peckham, writes from Oswego Co., N.
Y.:—" 0 that we may all be able to fulill the per-
fect law of *love to God and wan;* then every word
and act will be in accordance with that principle.
Then may it be truly suid, * The righteousness of the
law ig fulfilled in us who walk not afier the flesh but
after the Spirit.”  Says Paul. ‘T protest by your re-
joicing [ die daily 3 this death must be t» s, to the
carnal mind, that * he might be mass <Jive unto God.”
Ax itis written ngain. - The body i. iead beenuse of
gin, but the Spirit is life because of righteonsness;and
to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually
mirded is life and peace.

*“1 fee} that [ must make a practical use of cvery
scripture. or it will profit me little, I mean by the
prace of God so to do. 1 have marked chapters xii
and xiii of Romans, as worthy of a cluse application

until I learn how to practice from the heart every

precept therein contained. If by our words we are
to be justified or condemned. which ar> always indio-
ative of the spirit we are of. how important that we
obtain the right Spirit that our words may corres-
pond thereto ; and prove our own selves by the word
of God, and thus work out our own salvation with
fear and trembling.”

Bro. J. A. Wilcox writ:s from Oneida Co., N. Y,
March, 1856 :—** The way seems to be opening for
the spread of the present truth in this vicinity. Sev-
eral are reading tracts upon the Sabbath question and
upon other great truths connected with the last sol-
emn massage of mercy to the world. The Advent
doctrine never has been proclaimed but very little in
this vicinity. Several that have read Bro. White's
work on the Signs of the Times testify that it points
out the time we are living in, viz, the last days, very
plainly. T trust that in Go?’s own good time some
of his servants may come this way and preach the
glorious truths goncerning the Kingdowm of God which
those that endure faithful to the end will soon be per-
mitted to enter.”

Bro. BEnos Grems writes from Dodge Co., M. T.,
March 1850 :—" I take up my pen with pleasure, to
tet you know that there are a few here, even here, in
the wilds of Minnesota. that arve striving to keep all
the Commandments of God and the Fuith of Jesus.
I exteem it a great privilege to enjoy the reading of the
Rertew. T hardly know how we conld get along
without it.  There are five in this place who are keep-
ing the seventh day. Others are anxious to read the
paper and pamphiets,  We have not books enongh to
supply them. Quitc a number are inquiring about
the new doctrine. O may the Lord guard the rem-
nant.”

go. Geo. T. Smith writes from Grand Rapids,
Mitn.. March 19th, 1856 :— The prospect is good in
this place now for people to receive the trath. I he-
lieve it is our duty to stand in the clear light and we
shall be prepared to do others good and give them
the light of the precious truths of the Third Angel’s
Message. God can do a mighty work with a few, if
they are only right. Nuwmbers are not required to
do the work of Gord ; but a right people, a people that
do know their Gud can accomplish great things by
the help of the Lord.”

Sister B. Strout writes from Bradford, Me. :—“Iam
thankful that [ am numbered among the fow that are
striving to keep the Cammandments df God and the
Faith of Jesus. I am glad to hear that the cause is
atil progressing. [ rejoice that light is increasing,
and Wil increase till the perfect day. )

*“I'refoice that the gifts are being restored to the
churceh, for | belieye that the Lord wilt have justsuch
a church that will be furnished unto every good word
and work. [ :ead with interest Bro. Andrews’ arti-
cle on the time to commene® the Sabbath, and acqai-

-esce in it.”

Sister Maria Edson writes from Franklin Co.
Mass :(—“Itis o little more than one year since i
began to keep the Sabhath of the Lord. ~ I have been
a heliever in the near coming of the Lord since 1850.
Eight years since, | professed Lo love the Lord, and
united with the Methodist churgh, T often used to
wonder why prafessed Christians did not keep the
Seventh-day Sabbath ; hut [ was taught that Christ
and his apostles changed the Sabbath. Since 1 be-
zan to search the Bible for myself, I have become
convinced that the Sabhath l:as not been changed. but
remins the ame as when written by the finger of
God. 1 feel thankfl that T was cver led to see that
[was trampling upon one of his holy commandments.”

B:o. J. Y. Wilcox writes from Middletown, Ct.,
Mareh 13th, 1856 :—% The plau adopted, and the ob-
jeets as set forth in the Review. and -also expressed
on the face of the Circular, being the decision of
those Brn., decply interested in, and closely connect
ed with, the precious cause of present trath, fully
mects my approval. and in my humble opinion de-
serwt:‘s”\he hearty co-operation of all the lovers of
{ruth,

SELECTIONS.

NI P P N NI P PSP PN PP

38T Weclip the following from one of oor ex-
changes, which calls it ** a move in the right direction »

“The New York Central Railroad has diccontinued
its Sunday passemger trains, and the Erie road has
sianified a willingness to do the same, The Alban
Northern has adopted the same ruje; and, last of &
the Hudson River. The great line of steamboaes
have found it to their interest to discontinue their
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Sunday departures; and the roads have come to the
same conclusion.—~A. the present time there is not a
Suaday train leaving Aibany in any direction.”

e ——— e e e

. S8UNDAY,

[Read the following poetical effasion on Sunday.
The writer says well. *“0%r Sabbath:” for certainly
the Lord never owued it as his.—FEp. |

The ancient Sabbath was an end—a pause—

A stllness of the world: the work was done!
But ours commemorates a work begun.

Why, then, subject the néw to antique laws ?

'The ancient Sabbath closed the work. because
The world was finish’d.  Ours proclains the sun,
Its glovions saint. alert its comse to run.

Vanguard of davs ! escaped the bafled jaws

Of slnmberous dark and death—so fitly first
In Sunday rank’d before the secular days;

Unmectly clad ia weeds, with arms reverscd,

To truil in sullen thought Ly silent ways.
Like the fresh dawn. or rose bud newly burst,
So let our Sabbuth wear the face of praise !
| Tanriey CoLeringe.

LBEAUTIFUL ALLEGORY,

A Traverer who spent some time in Turkey, re-
lates a beantiful parable which was told him by a
dervish, and which scemed even more beautiful than
Sterne’s celebrated dgure of the acovsing spirit and
recording angel. “ Every man.’ says the dervish,
“has two argels, one on his right shoulder, and an-
other on his left.  When he does anything good, the
angel on his right shoulder writes it down and scals
it, because what is done, is done for ever. When he
has done evil, the angel on his left shoulder writes it
down ; he waits till midnight ; if before that time the
man bows down his head anl exclaims, Gracious Al-
lab, I bave sinned—forgive me ! the angel rubsitout,
il not. at midnizht he seals it, and tho angel on his
right shoulder weeps."

The following beautiful lines by J. C. Prince, en-
titled ©“ Forgiveness,” contain the same sentiment.

Man hath two attendant angels
Ever waiting by his side,

With him wheresoe’er he wanders,
Wheresoce'er his feet abide ;

One to.warn him where he walketh,
“And rebuke him if he stray ;

One to feave him to his nature,
And so let him go his way.

Two recording spirits, reading
All his lifis minutest part,
Looking in his soul, and listening
To the beatings of his heart ;
Bach. with pen of fire electric,
Writes the good or eyil wrought—
“Writes with truth, that adds not, crrs not.
Purpose—action—word—and thought. ~

One the Teacher and Reprover, -
Marks each heaven-deserving deed 3
Graver it with the lightning’s vigor,
Seals it with the lightning’s speed ;
For the good that man achieveth—
Good beyond an angel’s doubt—
Such remains for aye and ever,
And cannot be blotted out.

One, (severe and silent Watcher !)
= -Noteth every crime and guile,
Writes it with a holy duty,
Seals it not, but waits awhile ;
1f the evil doer cry not—
“ God forgive me ! e’er lie sleeps,
Then the sad, stern spirit seals it,
And the gentler spirit weeps,

To the sinner. if Repentance y
Cometh soon, with healing wings,
Then the dark account is cancelled, -
And cach joyful angel sings;
Whilst the erring one perceiveth—
Now his troublous hour is o’er—
Music, fragrance wafted to him
From a yet untrodden shore!

Mild and mighty is Forgiveness,
Meekly worn, if meekty won;
Let our {aarts go forth to seek it

" Ere the setting of the sun!
Angels wait and long to hear us
Ask it, ere the time be flown;
Let us give it, and receive it,
Ere the midnight cometh down !

Populay lnidelity of To-day.

It is not athaieai I fear so much in the present
times, as panth¥4m. Tt is not the system which says
nothing is tris, so much as the system which says
everything is true. It is not the system which says
there is no Savicur, soemuch as the system which
says there are many saviours, and many wa¥s to
peace. It is the ~, iem which is so liberal that it
dares not say any thing is false. It is the system
which is so charitable that it will allow every thing
to be true. It is the system which seems ready to
honor other religions as wetl as that of our Lord Je-
sus Christ ; to class them all together, and -hope well
of all who profess them. It is the system which will
smile complucently on all creeds and systems of re-
ligion—the Bible and the Koran, the Hindoo Vedas
and the persian Zendavesta, the old wives fables of
rabbinical writers and the rubbish of patristic tradi-
tions. the Racovian catechism ard the Thirty-Nine
Articles the revelations of Emanuel S8wedenborg. and
the Book of Mormon, by Joseph Smith: all are lis-
tened to; none are to be denounced as lies. Ttis the
system which is so serupulous about the feelings of
others, that we are never fo say they are wrong.
It is the system which is so liberal that it calis a man
a hixot if he dares to say, “T know my views are
rignt.?  This is the system which I desire emphati-
cally to testifly against and denounce.  What is it but
a sacrifice of truth upon the altar of a caricature of
charity 2 Beware of it. you who believe the Bible!
Has the Lord (God s; oken to us in the Bible, or has
he not 2 [Ias he ileclared to us the dangerons state
of all out of that way. or has he not? nﬁ‘nird up the
Toing of your minds and look these questions fairly
in the face. and give them un honestanswer.  Tell us
that there is some iuspired book besides the Bible,
and then we shall kpow what yen mean. Tl ns
that the whole Bible is not inspired and then we shajl
know where to meet you.  But grant for a moment
that the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the
Bible, is God's truth#nd then ['know not in wlhat
way you can excape thE conelusion that siucerity alone
will not save your soul.  From the liberality which
says everybody.is vight—from the charity which foy-
bids you-to #ay anybody is wrong—from the peace
which is houphtat the expense of truth—may the
good Lord deiiver you !—J. C. Ryle.

- ———

Aristocrasic (:Iu'lnlanl’y.

Reform ix a word ‘hat sounds weil.—Banners are
inzcribed with it and people toss fip their hands
and shout *reform.”  The temperpnee lecturer and
the statesman; the reader of smooth and varnished
essays, an:l the stap orator in his grand-claguent ex-
temporancons harangues to the people, delight in dis-
playing the beautios of reform.  As we said before,
words sound well, but it is not with sounds alone we
‘have to deal.  Many content themselves with the
sound, and go no furthey to inguire into its signifi-
cance.

Reform-may be applied to yelizion as to nations.
Ever since the davsof Martin Luther, religions re-
form has been aciively at work. Butit has wmosty
toiled in onu disection.,  Its object seems to have been
to adjust the wheels in the grest machinery so as to
work harmonionsiy.  To this end huge volumes have
Heen-compiled and the bibrarics of the world ransack-
ed.
But there is one part of the great principle of re-
form thatbas been gladly consigned to oblivion, and
in this particular the Chnreh is at war with the troe
spirit of Chrixtianity.  Costly palaces and magnificent
temples are the great founsains from whieh the gospel
at the pre<ent day i proclainaed to the people.  Ser-
mons carefully prepared according to the strict roles

1 of rhetorie, and better calenlanted to captivate thetastes

than to convince the reason. are delivered weekly
from sacred desks.  The congrepations recline on
cushioned seats and eriticize the sevmon,  The man
of wealth has his pew ficted up with all the modern
improvements to make attendancy casy.  Seleet
music apens the servies and tae rich peals rolling in
soft musie burst [rom the organ at its close.~ World-
ly splendor paves the = narrow path” to heaven and
dress<es the Chrixdanity of the churelt in inviting robes

Whether such a state of things indicates trize Chris-
tianity, might perhaps he doabied. “The founder of
Christianity was bornin poverty while on enrth.

His palpit was the wonntain rock. his audience sat
on the nakul gronn-l. and his sermons were addressed
to the poor.  So great wax his poverty that he had
no where to lay his head.  His mission was ore of
charity and mercy. [lesonght the poor. the ignorant.
the lame an ! the blind.  Ile delivered no elaborate
sermous on doctiinal paints from highly ornamented
desks, to gentlemen in broadeloth, and ladies in silks

and satin,  When the rich sought him they did not

seek him. in splendid temples and
but sought him in the midst of
poor and the hawble.

Here then lies the difference between the Christi-
anty of the Church and the Christianity of Christ— °
the former is founded on worldly splendor. the latter
m poverty.—Would it not be well, among the reforms
of the age to introduce a reform in Christianity, and
preach as they did of old—to poor as well as to rich.

[ Lockport Telegraph.

gorgeous palaces,
his labors among the

The Path of The Just

The path of the sun is & radiant path. It is not
only glorions. That expresses but half the truth.

It is glorious because it is radiant. ‘The sun is not
like the moon & mere reflector glittering with bor-
rowed light.  God has given it light in itself; there-
foré"itshines. and cannot but shine. [f the moun-
tains could be lifted up till they should enclose it,
like a wall ; and the clouds ascencing from the
mountaing, eoncentrate their masses, =nd overreach
it like a roof—it would shine still. Nuy, made the
more intense by the confinement. it would turn the
mountains into diamonds, and clouds into crystals,
and flash through themw all, and fill the world with
new splendors.

So with the path of the just. His glory is from
within. Jtis a radiation.  Put him where you will;
he shines, and cannot but shine. God made him to
shine. For instance. imprison Joseph—and he will
shine out on all Egypt, cloudless as the sky where
the rain never falls.  Imprison Daniel—and the daz-
zled lions will reiurn to their lairs, and the King
come forth to worship at his rising, and all Babylon
bless the beau'y of the brighter and better day.
Imprison Peter——and with an anzel lor his harbinger
star, he will spread his aurora from the fountains of
the Jordan to the wells of Beersheba, and break like
the morning over mountain and sea. Imprison Paul
and there will be high ucon over all the Roman em-
pire. Imprison John—and the isles of the Aigean,
and all the coasts around will kindle with sunset vis-
iong, too gorgeons to be described, but never to be
forgotten a boundless panorama of prophecy, gliding
from sky to sky, and enchanting the nations with
openines of heaven, transits of saints and angels, and
the ultimate glory of the civy and kingdom of God.
Not only so ; for inodern times have similar examples;
exaghples in the Church and examples in the state,
Forfinstance, bury Luther in the depths of the Black
Forest— and “the angel that dwelt in the bush” will
honor him there; the trees around him will burn
like shafts of ruby, and his glowing orb loom up a-
gain, round and clear, as the lightof Europe. Thrust
Bunyan into the gloom of Bedford jail—and as he
leans his head on his hand, the murky horizon of
Britain will flame with flery symbols—* delectable
mountains” and celestial mansions, with holy pil-
zrims groaped on the golden hills, and hands of bliss, !
(rem the gates of pearl. hastening to welcome them
home.— 7" H. Stockton,

—— e ——— e

“X was Dumb.»

Few public men or public institutions are free from
misrepresentations and groundless complaints. Ex-
pianations and replies aflford [resh oceasions for fault-
finding. Patient continuance in well-doing is perbaps
the rafest course. God will protect the right, and in
his own time vindicate those who seek to do his will
and trust his care.

The great ancd good Chalmers cuce said, “1 have
all along been vastly too mwuch disquieted by the
misconstruciions of those who did not comprehend
me; and have suflfered much both from the fatigue
of vefuting and expiainving the same thing a hundred
times over, and from the vexation feft in finding
that in spite of overy effort, there is a character as-.
signed to my views the very roverse of every princi-
ple by which I ani actuated. But why should the op-
position of men thusaffect me? Does it not testmy belief
in the reality of an all perfeet mind, that is now look-
ing on when I suffer so painfully from the adverse un-
derstandings of the lwited and subordinate minds by
which T am surrounded 2 Would it not nobly accred-
it my faith in God, that in quiet communion with
him I felt a refuge and resting-place when sorel
urged by the strife of tongues 7 To him ay T at aﬁ
times patiently comnmit my cause, and be still in the
thought that he is God. t mne consider Him who
endured not merely the controversy of adverse judg-
ments but of adverse wills—the contradiction of sin-
ners——and let me not be weary, nor faint in my mind.”

Our very manner is a thing of importance. A kind
70 is often more agreeable than a rough yes.
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