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DESIRING TO BE GIVEN UP TO GOD.
O At my heart were right with Thee
And loved Thee with a perfect lovel
O that my Lord would dwell with me,
And never from his seat removel
Jesus, remove th’ impending load
And set my soul on fire for God!

Thou seest I dwell in awful night,
Until thou in my heart appear;
Kindle the flame, O Lord, and light
Thine everiasting candle there:
Thy presence puts the shadows by;

It thou art gone, how dark am 11

Ab! Lord, how should thy servant see,

Unless thou give me seeing eyes!
Well may I fall if out of Thee;

If out of Thee how should I rise?
1 wander, Lovd, witbout Thy aid,

And lose my way in miduight shade.
Thy bright, unerring light affords

X light that gives the sinner hope;
And from the house of bondage, Lord,

O bring the weary captive up;
Thine hand alone ¢an set me free,

And reach my pardou out to me.

O let my prayer aqcegtance find,
And bring the mighty blessing down;
With eye-salve, Lord, dnoint the blind,
Andseal me thine adopted sou;
A fallen, helpless creature take,
And heir of thy salvation make,
[ Zoplady.

ON KEEPING THE HEART. No.7.

Kecp thy kéurt with all diligence; for out of it are the issucs
of life.~~Proverbs iv, 23,

V1. Tne sizth season requiring this diligence in
keeping the heart, is the sezson of duty.  Our hearts
must be closely watched and kept when we draw
nigh to God in public, private, or secret duties; for
the vanity of the heart seldom discovers itself more
than at such times, How-often does the poor soul
cry out, O Lord, how gladly would I serve thee, but
vain thoughts will not Jet'me: I come to cpen m
lieart to thee, to delight my soul in communion wit
thee, but my corruptions oppose me: Lord, call off
these vain thoughts, and suffer them not to prosti-
tute the soul that is espoused to thee.

The question then is this: IHow may the beart be
kept from distractions by vain_ thoughts in time of
duty? There is a two-fold distraction, or wander-
ing of the heart in duty: First, voluntary and habit-
ual, “ They set not their hearts aright, and their
spirit was not steadfast with God.” This is the case
of formaliets, and it proceeds from the want of a ho-
ly inclination of the heart to God; their hearts are
under the powaer of their lusts, and therefore it is no
wonder that they go after their lusts, even when

and lamented distractions: “ I find then a law, that
when I would do good, evil is present with me; O
wretched man that [ am,” &e. This procceds not
from the want of a holy inclination or aim, but from
the weakness of grace and the want of vigilance in
opposing in-dwelling sin.  But it is not my business

|to show you how these distractiohs come into the

heart, but rather how to get them out, and prevent
their future admission.

1. Sequester yourself from all earthly employ-
ments, and set apart some time for solemn prepara-
tion to meet God in duty. ¥You cannot come di-
rectly from the world into God's presence without
finding a savor of the world in your duties. It is
with the heart (a few minutes since plunged in the
world, now in the presence of God) as it is with the
sea after a storm, which still continues working, mud-
dy and disquiet, thongh the wind be Iaid and the
storm be over, Your heart must have some time to
settle. Few musicians cau take an instrument and
play upon it without some time and labor to tune
it; few Christians can say with David, “My heart
is fixed, O God, it is fixed.” When you go to God
in any duty, take your heart aside and say, O my
soul, I am now engaged in the greatest work tbat
a creature was ever emploved about; I am going
into the awful presence of God upon business of ev-
erlasting moment. O my soul, leave trifling now;
be composed, be watchful, be serious; this is no
common work, it is soul-work; it is work for eterni-
ty; it is work which will bring forth fruit to life or
death in the world to come. Pause awhile and
consider your sins, your wants, your troubles; keep
your thoughts awhile on these before yow address
yourself to duty. David firet mused, and then spake
with histongue.

2. Having composed your heart by previons med-
itation, immediately set a guard upon yomr senses.
How dften are Christians in danger of losing the
eyes of their mind by those of their body! Against
in? David prayed, “ Turn away mine eves from be-
holding vanity, and quicken thou me in thy way.”
This may serve to expound the Arabian proverb:
« Shut the windows that the house may be light.”
It were well if you could say in the commencement;
as a huly man once said when he came from the
performance of duty: “ Be shut, O my eyes, be shut;
for it is impossible that you should ever discern such
beauty and glory in any creature as I have now seen
in God.” You must avoid all occasions of distrac-
tion from without, that imbibe that intenseness of
spirit in the work of God which locks up the eye
and ear against vanity,

3. Bez of God a mortified fancy. A workin
fancy, (saith onej) how much soever it be extol]
among men, is a great snare to the soul, exeept it
work in feflowship with right reason and a sancti-
fied heart. The fancy is a powerof thesoul, placed
between the senses and the undemstanding; it isthat
which first stirs itself iu the soul, and by its motions
the other powors of the sonl are brought into exer-
ciso; it is that in which thoughts are first formed,
and as that is, so are they. If imaginations be not
fivst cast down, it is impossible that every thopght
of the heart should be brought into obedience to
Christ. The fancy is naturally the wildest and most
untameable power of the soul. Some Christians
have much to do with it; and the more spiritual
the heart is, the more does a wild and vain fancy
distarb and perplex it. It is a sad thing that one’s
imagivation should call off the sonl from attendin,

they are about holy things. Secondly, involuntary

on Gad, when it is engaged in communion wit

him. Pray earnestly and pemeveringly that your
fancy may be chastened and sanctified, and when
this is accomplished your thoughts will be regular
and fixed.

4, If you would keep your heart from vain ¢x-
cursions when engaged in duties, realize to yourself,
by faith, the hoiy and awful presence of God. If
the presence of a grave man would ermpose you to
seriousness, how much more should the presence of
a holy God? Do you think that you would dare to
be gay and light if you realized the presence and
inspection of the Divine Being? Remember where
you are when engaged in religious duty, and act as
if you believed i the omniscience of God. “All
things are naked and open to the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do.” Realize his infinite holiness,
his purity, his spirituality.

Strive to,obtain such apprebensions of the great-
ness of God as shall suitably affect your heart; and
remember his jealousy over his worship. “This is
that the Lord spake, saying, I'will be sanctified in
them that come nigh me, and before all the people
I will be glorified.” “A man that is praying (says
Bernard) should behave himself as if he were enter-
ing into the court of heaven, where he sees the Lord
upon his throne, surrounded with teu thousand of *
his angels and saints ministering unto him.”—When
you come from an exercise in which your heart has
been wandering and listless, ‘what can you say?
Suppose all the vanities and impertinences which
have -passed through your mind during a devotional
oxercise were written down and interlived with your
petitions, could you have the face to present thein
to God? Should your tongue utter all the thoughts
of your heart when attending the worship of God,
would not men abhor you? ~Yet your thoughts are
porfectly known to God. O think upon this scrip-
ture: “ God is greatly to be feared in the assemblies
of his saints, and to be had in reverence of all them
that are round about him.,” Why did the Lord de-
scend in thunderings and lightnings and dark clouds
upon Sinai! why did the mountains smoke under
him, the people quake and tremble ronnd about him,
Moses himself not excopted? but to teach the peo-
ple this great truth: “ Let us have grace, whereby
we may serve him acceptably, with reverence and
godly fear; for our God is a consuming fire.” Such
apprehensions of the character and presence of God
will quickly reduce a héart inclined to vanity to a
more serious frame.

5. Maintain a prayerful frame of heart in the in-
tervals of duty. ‘What reason can be assigned why
our hearts are so dull, so careless, so wandering,
when weo hear or pray, but that there have been
long intermissions in our communion with God ¥ If
that divine unction, that spiritual fervor, and those
holy impressions, which we obtain from God while
engaged in the performance of one duty, were pre-
served to enliven and engage us in the performance
of another, they would be of incalculable servies to
keep our hearts serious and devout. Fer this pur-
pose, frequent ejaculations between stated and sol-
emn duties are of most excellent use: they not only
preserve the mind in a composed and pious frame,
but they connect one stated duty, as it were, with
another, and keep the attentiou of the soul alive to
all its interests and obligations.

6. If you wounld have the distraction of yonr
thoughts prevented, endeavor to raise your affections
to God, and to engage them warmly m yonr duty.
When the soul is intent upon any work, it gathers

+in its strength and bends all its thoughts to that
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work; and when it is deeply affected, it will pyrsue
its object with intenseness, the affections will gain
an ascendancy over the thoughts and gnide them.
But deadness causes distraction, and distraction in-

creases deadness, Could you but regard your du- |

ties as the medium in which you might walk in
communion with God in which your sdul might be
filled with those ravishing and wmatchless delights
which his presence affords, you might have no in-
clination to neglect them. But if you would pre-
veut the recurrence of distracting thoughts, if youn
would find your happiness in the performance of
duty, you must not only be careful that you engage
in what is your duty, but labor with patient andvz;er-
severing exertion to interest your feelings in it. Why
is your leart so inconstant, especially in secret du-
tics? why are you ready té be gone, almost as soon
as you are como into the presence of God, but be-
cause your affoctions are not engaged ¥

7. When you are disturbed by vain thowghts,
humble yourself before God, and call in assistance
from Heaven. When the messenger of Satan buf-
feted St. Paul by wicked suggestions, (as is suppos-
ed,) ho mourned before God on account of it. Nev-
er slight wandoring thoughts in duty as small mat-
ters; follow every such thought with a deep regrot.
Turn to God with such words as thesa: Lord, I came
hither to commune with thee, and here a busy ad-
versary and a vain heart, conspiring together, have
opposed me. O my God! what a heart have I!
shall T never wait upon thee without distraction f
when shall T enjoy an hour of frea communion with
thee? Grant me thy assistance at this time; dis-
cover thy glory to me,.and my heart will quickly be
recovered. I came hither to enjoy thee, aud shall I
go away without thea? Behold my distress, and

elp me!—Could you but sufficiently bewail your
distractions, and repair to God for deliverance from
them, you would gain relief.

. 8. Look upon the success and the comfort of your
duties, as depending very much upon the keeping
of your heart close with God in them. These two
things, the success of duty and the inward comfort
arising from the performance of it, are unspeakably
dear 1o the Christian; but both of these will be lost
if the heart bo in a listless state. “Surely God
beareth not vanity, nor doth the Almighty regard
it.” The promise is made to a heart engaged:
“ Then shall ye seek for me, and find me, when ye
shall search for me with all your hearts” When
you find your heart under the power of deaduess and
distraction, say to yowrself, O what do I lose by a
careless heart now! My praying seasons are the
most valuable poitions of my life: could I hut raise
my heart to God, I might now obtain such mercies
as would be matter of praise to all eternity,’

9. Regard your carefulness or carelessnoss in this
matter as a groat evidenca of your sincerity, or hy-
pocrisy.  Nothing will &larm an upright heart more
than this, What! shall I give way to a customary
wandering of the heart from God? Shall the spot
of the hypocrite appear npon my soul. Hypocrites,
indeed, can drudge on wn the round of duty, vever
regarding the frame of their hearts; but shall I do
sof Never—never lot me be satisfied with empty
duties, Never let me take my leave of a dnty un-
til my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.

10, 1t will be of special use to keep your heart
with God in duty, to consider what influence all your
duties will have upon your etersity. Your religious
seasons are your seed times, and in another world
you must reap the fruits of shat you sow in your
duties hero. If you sow to the flesh, you wil) reap
cotruption; if yon sow to the Spirit, you will reap
lifo everlasting.  Answer seriously these questions:
Are you willing to reap the fruit of vanity in the
world to come ! Dare yousay, when your thoughts
are roving to the ends of the earth in duty, when

ou scarce mind what you say or hear, Now, Lord,
{am sowing to the Spirit; now I am providing and
laying up for eternity; now I am seeking for glory,
bonor and immortality ; now I am striving to enter
in at the strait gate; now I am taking the kingdom
of heaven by holy violenca! Such refiections are
well calculated to dissipate vain thoughts.—Flavel.

Better be trampled in the dust than trample on a
fellow creature.

From the Bibllotheos Sacrs and American Bidlical Repositorv.
THE SCRIPTURE AUTHORITY AND OBLI-
GATION OF THE SABBATH EXAMINED,

BY REV, W. M, O’HANLON, BURNLEY, LANCASHIRYE.

{Continued.) *

Bur let us now advance to what the author deems
the account of “the first actual institution of the
Sabbath.” And, employinﬁ a just analysis, it will
be found, if we do not greatly err, that the sixteenth
chapter of the Book of Exodus'ymplies that the Sab-
bath was known Lo the Jsraclites before the period
which it describes; and if so, then it could have
been only in consequence of its original appointhent
at the creation, for we certainly read of no other
promulgation of it, antecedent to the solemn and
augnst enthronement it received on Sinai.

This chapter, as we understand it, might seem to
have been written for the express purpose of meet-

ing the objections which would, in after times, be

preferred against the primitive establishment of the
sacred day. It will be observed, that it records
events which transpired a month after the exodus,
and some short time, probably a fortnight, before
the people came to Sinai. Wo learn that they
murmured for want of bread. ¢ Then said the Lord
unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven
for you; =nd the people shall go cut and gather a
certain rate every day, that I may prove them,
whether thiey will walk in my law, or no” A cer
tain test of obedience is here proposed, and a law or
standard of obedience indicated. But what law?
and in reference to what? The answer will be
found in a subsequent portion of the chapter. Ver-
ses 27-30. Now, surely the hardost opponent of
the primeval appointment of the Sabbath will not
venture to say that Moses insorted all this, in antici-
pation of an ordinance to be afterwards established.
The only question i, Was there anything in the
previons communications of God with Mo-es. and of
Moses with the people, which might be fairly re-
garded as the proclamation of a sabbatic law, now
for the first time introduced? In vain do we ex-
plore the narrative for a shadow of foundation for
such a thing. All that the Most High had said, in
addition to the words quoted, was, “And it shall
come to pass, that on the sixth day, they shall pre-
pare that which they bring in, ani it shall bo twice
as much as they gather daily.” Not a word is here
uttered respecting the Sabbath, although this is the
place whore, if this “transaction in tEe wilderness”
marks the era of its commencoment, we might have
expected to find the statute of institution. But the
very absence of any direct roference to the Sabbath
here, taken in convection with what precedes and
follows, is full of meaning. In these divine words,
there is an ovident implication s to some existing
and recognized law; one so well known to Moses as
to reqnire no more explicit notice. The double pxo-
vision of the sixth day being stated, there is no rea-
son assigned for this exceptional case; and that ejm-
PY, as it would scem, because the reason was so pa-
tent to him as to requive no formal announcement.
The hiatus, if it could be thought such, would be
filled uwp by the instantaneous remembrance of the
arcient custom of dedicating the seventh day to hal-
lowed repose. And thus sﬁonce is here moro ex-
pressive than words; and we are thrown back upon
the primeval law as that which alone cau solve the
enigma, and explain the grave and otherwise unac-
countable omission,

"Then, the progress and sequel of the narrative will
be found to harmonize with the view now taken. We
read, that *on the sixth day they gathered twico as
much bread, two omers for one man; and all. the
rulers of the congregation came and told Moses.
And he said unto them, This is that which the Lord
hath said : To-morrow is the vest of the boly Sab-
bath unto the Lord; bake that which ye will bake
to-day, and seothe that ye will seethe; and that
which remaineth over, lay up for you, to be kept un-
til the morping.”  Now, in reading these words, we
must beware of the error into which Paley has fall-
en, whether from inadvertance or (for we are un-
willing to attribute it to anything approaching dis-
ingenuousness) from the secret and almost uncon-
scious infinence of preconceived views. When Moses

observes, “This is that which the Lord hath said"
he evidently pomts back tothe ecommunication which
God had made to him respecting the double-gather-
ing of the sixth day (the circumstance now report-
ed) and what follow, are hia, own terms of direction,
in which be antounces the hearing of this ovent up-
on the duties and obligations of the marrow. Paley,
from the mode in which, he bas put the quetation
(and otliers, as Hengstenberg. adopt the same meth-
od,) would have us to understand, that the words,
“ To-morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto
the Lord,” were God’s words, But this seems &
false and unwarrantable construction of the passage;
for we do not find that He had anywhere spoken
thus, or that He had spoken of the Sabpath at all,
in the previous communication, which lie had made
to his servant. Moses is not, so far as we see, an-
nouncing a new statute, with a “thussaith the Lord,”
as this writer would insinuate; butsimply reeording
a fact, ancient and established, and setting forth the
mode in which the copious supply of mauna shoukl
be more available, so as to secure the undisturbed
repose of the sacred day.

Tt may not bo very easy to determine with what
idea the rulers addressed Moses on this occasion ;
nov indeed is it, probably, of much importance to
investigate this matter, while we have so much, be-
sides, to guide us in our conclusions upon the specific

uestion.” It is impossible to suppose that, if any
gabbath law had been recently anunounced for the
first timo, they, holding such a,responsible position,
could have been ignorant of the fact. The explana-
tion of their conduct may be found, in all likelihood,
in the course of preceding events. It does mot ap-
pear that Moses had extended his instructions be-
yond the ordinary rule of gathering an omer each,
for daily consumption, no part of which was to be
left tilfthe morning.”  All fyrther direction was
reserved for the fitting occasion. To imagine that
more was supplied at this time, is to go beyond the
record, which we bave no right to do, either for the
construction or support of a theory. But now, on
the sixth dag, something extraordinary had occurred.
The people had not been, at any time, careful as to
the quantity of maana they collected. They gath-
ered sotne more, somoe less; and when they did mete
it with an omer, he that gathered much had noth-
ing over, and he that gathered little had no lack.”
This was the ordinary state of things. But here is
something new and unexpected—a double supply—
two omers instead of one. We cannot think the
poople had purposely gathered this two-fold quanti-
ty, all combining to act in entire opposition to the
only direction they bad, as yet, received on the sub-
ject. Nor can we think, with some (however it
would ap;l;enr to favor our views,) that this was done
doliberately and systematically and in concert, in
prospect of the approaching Saibatb, supposing it to
have been known to them, as we beliove it was.
Tl‘xis seems & gratwitous asumption; and, while it
is needless in the argument, it attributes to the peo-
ple, at large, a measure of piety which their history
1n the wilderness will not authenticate, The thing
cannot bg exphined, wo think, without resorting to
the supernatural. Whatever may be alledged about
the manna having been a natural production of Ara-
bia, it is clear, if from nothing else, at loast from the
fact of i3s not falling on the seventh day, that the
divine hand so controlled and goxerned the entire
phenomenon, as to bring it, to all intents and pur-
poses, within the class aud category of miracalous
events, And the very manner in which God made
known to Moses the fact, now realized, and now re-
ported by the rulers, strengthens onr conviction that
the result was, on the part of the people, undesigned
and uvanticipated. They were to “ prepare” that
whicl they brought iu on the sixth day, and it
would bo “twice as much as they gathored daily.
This seems to have been the statement of a fact, no
the utterance of an edict. Had it beeu an edigt,
bow could we justify Moses in withbolding it from
the people, as he did, if we take the record for our
guide?

The Most High had commanded the people to
gather a certain rate daily, without then fixing the
rate, Subsequently, Moses, doubtless under divine
direction, bad assigned the exact qnantity, one omer,
not so much to be gathered, as to be kept for use,
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But Wh“?h:‘ ye}t‘., no direction had ?‘een iuuedhn-

ting the sixth day, the peopls find, when they
m prepared and measured what they ,hnva brought
in on that day, that it amounts to two omers; and
this is the case throughout the entire camp of Israel.

* Here, then, is the finger of God; and the rulers
seek an explanation from thefr leader. That expla-
nation is at hand, and this is the opportune period
for making it known., The whole has fallen out ac-
cording to the divine declaration; and all this is pre-
E:r‘awy to the sabbatic rest. Long had the Sab-

h law fallen into desuetude, partly from criminal
neglect, and partly from the ens sv&{ and oppressed
condition of the people in Egypt. 1t was fitting
that God should revive its observance in a manner
that would signalize its importance; and nothing
could do this more effectually ‘among a people in
;heil' condition, than the stupendous miracle that

ad now spread itself through every bhousebold in
the camp of Israel. We can eas?iy imagine with
what peculiar force the voice of Moses would be how
heard, saying, *“To-morrow is the rest of the holy
Sahbath unto the Lord,” But wbile all this is most
intelligible, if his object was simply to reinstits a
neglected ordinance in its original glory, and to in-
vest it with it rightful authority, it is impossiblé tore-
gard this as actually the first anuouncement #nd
proclamation of the Sabbath law. And if it otigi-
nated in the wilderness, this is its first announce-
ment and proclamation; for here, for the first time,
do we find any mention of the Sabbath,

Even shouldt any one still prefer to regard these
as the words of Ged, still 1t is incredible that He
should, in the first instance, proflaim in this cursory
manaer a law of this order, affacting as it does, so
materially, all the arrangements.of life, and entering,
so deeply aud vitally, into the eatwe scheme and
economy of religion. In reality, however, it does
not come before us as the proclamation of a law,
but as the statement of a fact: “ Z'o-morrow is the
rest,” &. And we cannot look npou it in any oth-
er light than us a solemn declaration, upon the part
of Moses, under divine guidance, of a well known,
established, but greatly neglected ordinance. And
how else can we understand the words that follow :
% Six days ye shall gather it, (i. ., the manna,)) but
on the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, in it there
shall be none "

And this is the place to mark the close and im-
portant connaction getween the commencement and
close of this interesting but much contested narra-
tive. Before anything whatever had been announc-
ed respecting the Sabbath in any form, the Most
High, speaking of the gathering of the manua, had
said, “that I may prove them, whether they will
walk in my law or no” Verse 4. And now we
read in the sequel, thaf, notiwitlstanding the pro-
| Tibition of Moses, * there went out of the people on

the seventh day for to gather and they found none.

Aund the Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse ye
to keep my commantments and my laws " Verses
27, 28, The éxperiment, 80 to speak, was made,
and here 1s'the result. We cannot fail to identify
‘the language of the 28th, with that of the 4th verse.
*And shonld any one be inclined to suppose that,
"when God hud spoken of his “ law” (verse 4,) here-

ferred to sotne statute about to be enacted, and not
“to one already iu existence, the idea is set aside by
the very manner in which He now addresses Moses,

For what forco or propriety could attach to the

words “ how long” in such n connection, if the law

had been originated vuly the day, or, at the very
farthest, the week before? Wae put it to the can-

did inquirer, anxious to know the trath upon this

question. Is this the language in which God wonld

refer to the violation of a statute (if statute it could
be called,) so recently issued as, on the supposition,
to have liad hardly time to circulate among the peo-

le thus severely rebuked for their violation of it?

Gve submit that the whole transaction is in perfect
keeping with the process of resuscitating an ancient
and well known, but not with the establishment of
a new institution, Admit this, and all is clear and
intelligible; but if this be denied, then the whole
appears to sink into ho obscurity, and We are
compelled-to feel that it finds no parallel in the en-
tire history of God's dealings with his people, either
“before or dfterwards,

Paley, as we bave seen, adduces two of
Seripture, one from Ezekiel, the other from Nehe-
miab, as corroborative of h{s views. In the former,
God is represented as giving his Sabbaths to the
the Israelites in the wilderness; and our author con-
siders this equivalent to the statement, that they
were then “first instituted.” * But, in the very same
passage, God is represented as giving to them his
statutes; yet, surely, no one will assert that these
were “ figst instituted” in the wilderness. The cere-
monial might be so described, but the more impor-
tant branch of tho divine statutes, the moral, were
in one form or other taught from the begioning.
The truth, however, is that Paley has strangely over-
looked the real spirit and tenor of the prophet's lan-

age. It is not said that God gave his Sabbaths,

ut that he gave them “to be a sign” between bim-
self and the peopls. And this no more implies that
they were now, for the first time establphed, than
Gen. ix, 13 implies that the bow was never seen
in the clouds, before it became a sign or token
of the covenant which God then 'thade with Noah.
Elsewhere, this writer remarks: “ It does not seemn
easy to understand how the Sabbath could be a sign
between’ God and the people of Israel, unless the
observance of it was peculiar to'that people, and de-
signed to be so.” But for a thing to me “a
sign,” it is . not necessary that it should be either
novel or exclusive. The reférence made to the cov-
enant with Noah in part proves this. And in Deut.
vi, 8, it i8 written, in regard to the precepts of the
decalogue, “ Thou shalt bind them for a sign npon
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
thine eyes;” yer, even if for the sake of argument
we omitted the fourth commandment, these statutes,
in their essence and principles, instead of being new
and resteicted, were, and are, as ancient and wide
spread as human relations and human responsibili-
ties.

In all this, we have proceeded upon the supposi-
tion, that the passage in question has res to the
Sabbath in the sense which it bears in the present
discussion. This, however, is an assumption. And,
from the plural form employed by the prophet, we
are inclined to think that the word has here a far
more extensive signification, including various ap-
pointed seasons of rest, to which the epithet was ap-
plied; such as the commencement and close of the

¢ national Jewish festivals, and the periodic
gr:l:batic years, ordained as part of the peculiar social
economy under the Theocratic government. These
were all “signs,” and some of them, of course, per-
tained exclusively to the Israelitish people. But, in
whatever way we understand the term employed by
Ezekiel, the phraseology upon which Paley rests,
utterly failsto help his argument.

And then, with regard to the language in Nehe-
miab, we cannot see how the slightest shadow of
support can be drawn from it, in favor of the hy-
pothesis in question. Here the Most High is repre-
sented as making known his holy Sabbaths to the
Israclites, But this surely cannot be coustrued into
anything tautamonnt to the proclamation of them
for the first time. In 1 Chron. xvi, 8, David ex-
claims in the language of thanksgiving, “Make
known his deeds among the people.” In Ps exly,
12, God is described as “ making known to the sons
of men his mighty ncts, and the glorious majesty of
of his kingdom.” In Eph. vi, 19 Panl entreats the
prayers of the disciples, that he may be enabled to
“meke known the mystery of the gospel.” But in
none of these instances—aund they are but a speci-
men of what might be adduced—does the phrase-
ology convey the idea of a first announcement. We
can indeed perceive enough, in the previous degrad-
ed condition of 8 people just issuing from “the
house of bondage,” to require on the part of Jeho.
vah, the proclamation, the making known, and that
in the most solemn and au%uut manner, of the great
maxims and principles of religion and morality, in-
cluding the formal republication of the Sabbatio
Law. But we cannot allow the consideration of
this, to set aside the evidence derived from other
quarters, that this institute existed and was recog-
niged in the world before the transactions in the
wilderness, to which Paley traces its rise and origin.

(Tobe Continued.)

Bible Example~Domestic Worship.

Tae patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, wher-
ever, in the pilgrimages, they fixed on s place of
residence, erected an altar to God for family devo-
tion, and called on the name of the Lord.

Joshua resolved that as for him and his family,
they wonld serve the Lord, that is, worship him.

Job practiced family worship. He sent and sanc-
tified his children, and rose early in the moming,
and offered burnt offerings, according to the number
of them all. % Thus did Job continually.”

David, having spent pne day in bringing the ark
from the bouse of Obed-edom to the place he had
rrepared for it, and in presenting peace-offerings be-

ore the Lord, returned at night to bless his house-
hold, that is, to pray for a blessing upon his family,
or to attend upon family devotion.

Comnelius, it is said, *feared God with all his
house,” meaning, worshiped him with his family.

The apostle spetks, in his epistles, of churches in
private houses, By this phrase, he means families
where religious sefvices were observed.

In the Lord's Prayer, we have a command for
family devotion. “After this manner, therefore,
pray ye: Our father who art in heaven,” The form
of prayer is plural. It must, therefore, mean social
prayer, aud, if socinl, then family prayer—for a fam-
ily is the most proper society to engage in this de-
votion.

Panl, in his epistle to the Colossians, having
pointed out the duties of husbands and wives, pa-
rents and children, masters and servants, adds, “Con-
tinue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanks-
giving.”  The subject upon wbich he was speaking,
and the manuer of his speaking, leads us to conclude
he meant family prayer.

In his epistle to the Ephesians, he enjoins it as a
duty, to “ pray afways with ¢ll prayer;” that is, to
offer prayer of every kiud, and in every form, and at
every proper season, Family prayer must, there-
fore, be incladed in this injunction.

The apostle Peter exhorts husbands and wives to
live " together in the discharge of the duties of con-
jugal affection and Christian obedience, that “their
prayers be not hindered;” that nothing may oceur
to indispose them to social or family devotion,

I was sitting by Coleridge's bedside when he
said, “ I do not reckon the most soleran faith in God
as 4 real object, the most arduous act of the reason
and will. Ob, no! it is to pray as God would have
us; this is what at times makes me turn cold to my
soul, Believe me, to pray with all your heart and
strength, with the reason and the will, to believe
vividly that God will listen to your voice, through
Christ, and verily do the thing he pleaseth thersup-
on, this is the last, the greatest achievement of the
Christian warfare upon earth: ¢Teach us to pray, O
Lord!'” And then he burst into a Hovd of tears and
asked me to pray for him. O! what a sight was
there !

Druskenxess v 1A Pureim—A novel case
bas been decided in England in favor of a clergy-
man of the Established Church, which has -excited
some comment in the public jonrnals, Tnthe Court
of Arches, a clergyman pleaded guilty of gross acts
of intoxication and the nse of profane and indecent
language. It eveu appeared that on one occasion
he took with him to church, when about to officiate
therein, a bottle of spirits, of which he drank & con-
siderable portion, so as to render hiin unfit to de-
cently perform thé service. Yet, uwotwithstanding
he had already heen snspended for a similar-offense,
and reinstated in his caracy, the Cout refused to
deprive him of his office,

Tur Baptists have raised two hnodred thousand
dollars for the establishment of a theological semina-
in the South. They are determined to have a
logy untainted with fanatical notions of human
rights and human freedom.

Man possesses the t privilege ‘of co-operati
with his benificent Cs:(:r.p h €

“There i but one object,” says St. Augusting,
“greater thau the soul; l,:lgthtonoisihcm.”
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‘“ Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is trnth "
VNEA A A e T

AP

BATTLE CREEK, MICH. DEC. 4, 1858

CHOOSE YE THIS DAY WHOM YE
WILL SERVE.

Bro. SmiTR :—~We arrived al this place the 2lst,
in usual health. The Lord has greatly blessed us
with the brethren here. Sabbath we spoke on the
“Seven Churches.” It is generally admitted here
that the testimony to the Laodiceans, [Rev. iii, 14—
217 applies to the remnant who profess the Third
Angel’s Message, Our brethren East and West ad-
mit this. But,

1. Will they act upon the Message ?

2. Will they follow the counsel of the Son of God?

3. Will they be zealous and repent, and leave their
lukewarm state ?

4. Can they go any further in the old way, most
of them serving mammon and at the same time mak-
ing feeble efforts to serve God 7

5. Can believers in the Third Message serve God
and mammon ?

6. What did Jesus say about it ?

7. Can they go any further in this way ?

8. Have we not come to the forks of the road ?

9. Is not one of these roads to be zealous and re-
pent, and forsake, and in fature show faith by works?
and is not the other to be spued out of the Lord’s
mouth ?

Dear brother, these are solemn questions, and of
the decpest interest to belivers of the Third Message
at this time. We should be gratified if you would
answer them. It might relieve many anxious minds,
and stir up the Jukewarm, Janmes Wure,

Round Grove, Iils , Nov. 24th, 1856,

Answers.—To the first three questions proposed
above, while we sincerely hope that all our brethren
will take it upon themsclves, relying upon divine aid,
to work ont a speedy answer in the affirmative, we
cannot reply definitely. They are questions which
must be aaswered by the religions course of every
oue concerned. Asanindividual we can make known
our own desires and determinations; for others we
can hope ; but time alone must declare the result.

We have evidently reached a period in our history
when decision must be manifested in the ranks of
God’s people. Through the development of the truth
of God’s word, a voice is heard, no less distinctly
than as il spoken (rom heaven, * Choose ye this day
whom ye will serve” We wait to hear from how
many fervent lips & hearty rosponse shall come back.
“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

The arguments which show that the present is the
period for the manifestation of the last state of the
church, and that the counsel of the true Witness,
with the blessing if we heed it, and the penalty if we
heed it pot, applics to us, have been already present-
ed ; and therefore we need not repeat them here. It
is to those who already admit this, and thercfore need
not a repetition of these arguments, that we speak.
It is to them that the appeal comes home,  How long
halt ye¢ between two opinions ? if the Lord be God.
.follow bim; but if Baal, then follow him.” To this
appeal we hope for a dlﬂ‘erem response than was giv-
en on the ancient mount of sacrifice. Then the peo-
ple answered not & word ; but shall we not now hear

many responses from one end of the land to the oth-

r, “ The Lord, he is God ; we will follow him,”

Will they rise from their lukewarm state ? is the
question proposed. Though it is a question which
concerns the hidden future, yet conditionally we can
respond : If they heed the counsel of the Son of God,
they will. If they suffer not a deceitful feeling of
spiritual security to blind their cyes to their tryeand
necessitons condition, they will. If they are willing
to acconnt themselves but pilgrims and strangers here,
and have respect unto the recompense of reward, they
will. If they are unwilling to attempt a journey to

heaven with a Bible in one hand, and a text-book of
worldly policy in the other, they will. If they are
unwilling to be among those who are ready to make
large investments, verbally, in the bank of heaven,
but who are nevertheless careful to secure a comfort~
able treasure here. apparently in case of failure there,
they will.
them to serve the Lord,” if they are willing to count
all things dross for heaven, if they realize that God
and mammon can have no part together, and that an

attempted compromise will deprive them of the joys

of both, then will they arise and be wholly God’s.
As we have said before, the definite answer to the
questions we are now considering, each one must
work out for himself. Time is hurrying us rapidly
on to the result; and unless we shall each, by acts
as well as words, give answer in the affirmative, fear-
ful will be that result. If neglected privileges shall
finally bear witness against any of us, that we would
not heed the counsel of the True Witness, we have
no reason to expect a commutation of that sentence,
which says, *“ I will spue thee out of my mouth.”
We have stated our hopes: we will also state our

belief. \We believe then that our brethren will heed

the message, and speedily rise from their lukewarm
condition. There are various reasons which we think
furnish good ground for such an opipion,

1. That there will be a class of persons who will
be redeemed from the earth is evidept. Aswasshown
to John in prophetic vision, there will be a company
who, clothed in glorious immortality, will stand fina)-
ly on mount Zion with the Lamb, In the short in-
terval that that now remains between us and that
period, therefore, there will be those who will strug-
gle carnestly for, and assuredly gain, the victory.

2. Frow what church will there be overcomers?
From the church of Laodicea. “To him that over-
cometh*will T grant to sit with me in my throneeven
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father
in his throne.” Who, or how many these will be, is
not for us to inquire. It is sufficient for our purpose
that there will be some; while every one must ask
himself this question, and for himself dccide it, Shall
I be one to sit with Christ in his throne, or shall I
soon be cast off as a nauseons und disgusting thing ?

3. Says the true Shepherd, * My sheep hear my
voice.” It is no less true now than anciently. Is
the Shepherd, then, saying to his fiock, * This is the
way, walk ye in it 7’ and will they not heed it?
They will ; for he also adds, “And they follow me.”
Is he knocking at the door of their hearts ? and will
they not let him in? They will. We do noet point
to any individuals and say that they will do this.
All we wish to state is the fact that the true flock,
to whom it is the Father’s good pleasure to give the
kingdom, will heed the voice of the true Shepherd,

4. The fourth reason we have for believing that a
meve will now be made, and a reform effected, is the
indications which we are already receiving of such a
worlk. The testimony is taking hold upon the hearts
of our people. As a ropresentation of the feelings
that are beginning to pervade our ranks, the follow-
ing frowm our correspondence may be to the point :

Sr. Sarah Haselton writes from Berkshire, Vt.,
Nov. 24th, 1856:—"It is puinful for me to think
that the Laodicean church is to represent the condi-
tion of the remnant. T hope the little flock are not
in that condition ; but I fear it is & true representa-
tion. Can it be that the people who claim to be a
peculiar people, zealous of good works, and through
whom the message of the Third Angel is to be given
to a wicked world ; who are living in the time when
the patience and the faith of the saints will be tried,
and who soon expect to sce Jesus coming in all his
glory, should be lukewarm? O if this be so, if we
have the Laodicean spirit, ‘neither cold ner hot,
living with the door closed against our Saviour, O for
his sake and for the sake of this perishing gencration
and our own salvation, awake. ‘Awake thou that
sleepest I’ lest thou drink at the Lord’s hand the cup

In short, if it does not “seem evil unto |

of his fury. Let the earthquake of h)s threatenings
shake thee. If he is knockingat the door, open unto

him. Let not destroying hypocrisy be thy destruc- (i

tion. It has like a worm gnawed at the vitals of the
church in all ages.
ot, than a cold hypocrite ; but 1 pray the Lord to
save us from either ; to open our eyes to see the
tenth, and stir ns up to a new engagedness in his
work.”

Again: Bro. Leonard W. Hastings writes from

New Ipswich, N. I, Nov, 27th, 1856:—"1T believe
the truth has been given us in regard to the Laodi-.
cean church., My spirit has been stirred by it. God
being my helper, I will be zcalous and repent. Iwant
the tried gold, and the white raiment, and the eye-
salve. It scems to me that this is the last call to
the church. I expect it will produce a reform. The
loved ones will be chastened, rebuked, and will re-
pent. All others will be spued out. I want the
kingdom, the blessed kingdom,; and I feel like striv-
ing for it more and maore.”

These are buf two from, many testimonies that
might be given, A greater spirit of sacrifige, also, if
we rightly interpret certain indications, is. beginning
to be cherished in the bosom of the church. More
attention. is beginning to be paid to,the injunction of,
the Savionr to Jove one another ; and mpre attention
to the wants and reguirements of the cause of truth,
A breath of ife is beginning to animate the church;
and may we not safely consider all these things ag
the preliminary movements of the marshaling of
God’s elect ?

To the fourth, fifth and seventh questions of the
above serics, we would append an ewmphatic No,
and an afficmative answer, equally emphatic, to the

-eighth and wninth. That these are the correct an-

swers, must, we think, be apparent to every one ; and
in the realization of this lies the hope of the church.
Prophecy is rashing’ into fulfillment. All the ele.
ments, moral and political, which God has seen fit to
use as precursors of the final crisis, are fast leaving
their impress uppn the nations and the world. Ana,
shall the churgh, those who aJone bear the torch of
truth, those who walk in the light, and are not in
darkness that that day should overtake them as a
thief—shall they alone be stupjd and stagnapt, and
still? No: this must not, this cannot, this wijl not,
longer be. Onward and overcome, i8 now the wateh-,
word. "Ye cannol,” says Christ, * serve God and
mammon,” For the fature it must be God br mam-
mon. Every one mast now choose his master, and
to the master of his choice, henceforth give gll his
energies. Therefore we would say again, if there are
any who are doubting and wavering, * Choose ye this
day whom ye will serve. If the Lord be God, serve
him ; but if Baal, then follow him !”

FirsT Caurca DepicaTtep 1N NeBraska,—The
first church dedication in this Territory took place
lately at Nebraska City. The dedication sermon was
preached by Eld. Goode, after which a collection. for -
the purpose of paying off the debts of the church was
taken up. Our Eastern readers may be surprised at
the fact that in our little church away off here in No-
braska, the sum of $800 was raised on Jast Sunday
morning by collection. The church belongs to the
Methodist Episcopal denomination. TItis 60 b
feet, and the inside of it has been finished off in &
style which cannot be surpassed even, in the older
States.—N. Y. Tribune.

It may be thought by onr Fxrst-day frlends that
the above contajns an instance of compliancenwith
the injunction of the Apostle in 1 Cor. xvi, 1, 2. But
what particularly strikes us is the items which the
writer has thought worthy of mention. It matters
not whethér the Spirit and blessing of God attended

‘the preacher or the members on the occagion, hnt,

the house * has been finished off i3 a style that can-
not be surpassed.” 1t is another fact corroborative

, | of what rarny church-members and divines have been

ready to admit, that the popular veligion of the day
is a hollow shell of oxternals and formality.

T would rather be a zealous big- |
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APPEAL TO SEVENTH-DAYX BAPTISTS.

Dear FrieNos :—As T haye from my youth been
acquainted with you as a denomination, have been a
member of your body, and still feel deeply interested
for your salvation, I claim the privilege of speaking
to you freely on the subject of present truth and pres-
ent duty. It is no new doctrine to you, that the first
day Sabbath is an institution of the papal beast, and
that the mass of professed Christians are trampling
dnder foot the holy Sabbath of the Lord. to keep
that institution of the Man of Sin, Your prayers
and mine have ascended in concert to the throne of
grace, that God would set his hand to the work of
restoring his own Sabbath to all his people—to all
who, when they see the light, will leave the doctrines
of men and of devils, to keep the Commandments of
God.

My present object is to exhort you to watch unto
these prayers with all diligence, so that when they
are answered yon may know it ; for they will surely
be answered, since they were offered in faith by some.
And should they be answered in a way differing
somewhat from your expectation, you may, unless
you watch, be left to reject the blessing when it is
given, and place yourselves in o position similar to
that of the Jews, who were praying for the coming
of Messiah, and yet rejected him when he came.

A Sabbath reform is now progressing which seems
destined to be quite extensive ; and who knows that
the work is not of the Lord? If it is, our prayers
and the promises of God are being fulfilled. And to
suppose that it is not of God, is to suppose that the
Enemy of all righteousness, who has ever delighted
in persuading men to trample God’s Commandments
in the dust, especially the ome which memorializes
tha great Creator, is now engaged in teaching them
all. Ile was always willing that men should obey
God in part, if he could persuade them to receive,
with a portion of the truth, some dampable heresy.
They may profess to keep all the Commandments,
like the Jews, if they will only deny the Jord Jesus
Christ that bought them, and thus bring upon them-
selves swift destraction. But this is not the case
with the present Sabbath reform. No such heresy
accompanies it. The great truth, that Jesus is soon
coming according to his promise, i taught in copnec-.
tion with all the Commandments of God, Thus the,
prophetic message, Here are they that keep the Com-
mandments of God and the Faith of Jesus, is being
fulfilled.

How can you doubt when you, see the messages of
the three angels fulfilled in perfect harmony with the
prophecy 7 What can God do to produce faith in
you, if this fails ? Only one message was given to
the Jews to prepare the way {or the manifestation of
Christ in his first advent ; yet those who rejected the
preaghing of John the Baptist, rejected the counsel
God againgt themselves. Can we reject the testimo-
ny of three successive messages given in the order of’
prophecy, and be blameless ?  Beware therefore, lest
that come upon you which is spoken of in the proph-
ots : Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish ;
for T work a work in your days, a work which ye
shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it un-
to you. Acts xiii, 40.

Bat perhaps you objeet to this work because the fall
of the Protestant churches was announced as the fall
of Babylon. To this I reply, that the term Babylon,
which signifies confusion, cannot apply to one united
church like that of Rome; and since the Catholic
church is called the mother of harlots, she must have

daughters somewhers which hold an unlawful con-
nection and intercourse with the kings or powers of
earth., Are not the various churches in this very
condition ? Are they not more engaged in politics
than they dre in religion? And are not the mer-
chants of the earth made rich by selling to churches
and church members their merchandise of gold, and
silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine
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linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and the whole
catalogue down to slaves and souls of men ?

Is there not also a mixing of worldly literature
with religion, and is not the former more flourishing
than the latter? When associations of churches
meet, to be sure it looks Lest to report first on the
state of religion, though the report on education which
follows, may take the precedence in point of interest.
Churches reporting on the state of education ! why
not on the state of agricolture? And why not pay
some attention to mechanical arts, which are so.much
in requisition in building and decorating houses of

worship ? _
T have no objection to education as long as it holds

its proper place, and is held, not as 8 primary, but a
socondary object. Bnt I do. object to this joining
hand in hand with the world, in any of these earthly

schemes.
And now let we ask you, is your denomination

what it once was? Is piety and true holiness in-
creasing or decreasing among you? Do you, as a
people, hold the standard of truth high, as you once
did ? orisit, to gain & worldly influence, lowered
down to the very dast of the earth ?

Let me refer you to a single instance, as an illus-
tration, You are aware of the fact, that at Alfred,
N. Y.. is an academy under the control of your de-
nomination. Its professors profess to keep the Sab-
bath: not the Sabbath of the Man of Sin, but the
Sabbath of the Lord our God. They are also accred-
ited ministers of the gospel among you. As there is
no church in the place but the S. D. Baptist, and. as
there is a large number of First-day students at the

on PFirst-day for their accommodation. A few weeks
since 1 was present on one of these occasions. The
lecture was given by one of the professors, and the
subject was the Sabbath. The text was, If thou turn
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day, and shalt call the Sabbath
a delight, the holy of the Lord, &c. Of course hedid
not feel at liberty to tell his hearers which day of
the week is the holy of the Lo, in distinction from
the rival institation of the Man of Sin. Therefore
he could only inculcate the importance of strictly ob-
serving the day which they professed to kezp, in a
manner as if it made no difference whether it was the
holy of the Lord, or the rival Sabbath of the Pope.
Only think of a S. D. Baptist minister enforcing the
observance of Sunday as “ the holy of the Lord !”
But his hearers were his patrons. And having de-
scended from the high and holy position of a watch-
man on the walls of Zion, and laid down the torch
of sacred truth to bear the dim lamp of science, world-
ly interest triumphs and hides the light of revealed
truth under a bushel.

Lot us imagine Elijah the prophet in a similar po-
sition, With a noble zeal to instruct the young, and
thus qualify themn to fill the holy offices of prophets
and pricsts, he has established an institution for that
purpose. To avojd sectarian exclusiveness, and with
the hope of converting them to the true God, (not to
obtain patronage,) he has received into his school the
sons of the prophets of Baal. And feeling it a duty
to look after the morals of his pupils, he has stated
times to lecture them on all their various duties. On
one of these occasions, he takes for his text, Deut. vi,
5, And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might. Of course it will not do for him to tell them
who the true God is, in distinction from every false
god, and that there is no agreement between the tem-
ple of God and idols. Tt will not do to mwake the
earncst appeal: “How long halt ye between two
opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him; but if
Baal, then follow him ;" as if it made some difference
who received their love and obedience. Such & course
would highly offend the priests and worshipers of
Baal, who have entrasted their sons and their daugh-
ters to his care. And they must not be offended
from whom he receives his chartered privileges.

academy, & meeting is held and a discourse preached

Therefore the best he can do under the circumstan-
ces, is to exhort them to serve Baal faithfully, and
love him with all the heart.

You can see at a glance that the two cases are par-
allel ; the one involving the principle of the first and
second commandments, the other that of the fourth.
Or, rather, the same principle, love to God, is the
foundation of the first four precepts of the decalogue.

But Elijah made no such compromise with sin. He
received no charters or patronage from the worship-
ers of Baal, to seal his lips from the ntterance of
truth, and from the vindication of the Command-

ments of God.
The duty of Sabbath-kecpers is just as clear as was

‘his. There is no more doubt in regard to the fourth
commandment, which requires the observance of the
seventh day, than thereis in regard to the first, which
prohibits the worship of Baal or any other god but
the Lord. And those who knowingly negleet the
Sabbath of the. Lord to keep that of the Man of Sin,
are no better than the worshipers of Baal. But, say
you, many honest First-day keepers donot know that
they are worshiping the papal beast. Then it is oor
business, who do know it, to cry alond and spare not,
till we show them their transgression, and cause |
them to know it. We have no more lack of evidence
on this point, than on the truthfulness of the Bible.
Honest people can be made to see it.

These things show that your denomination, as well
as others, are in a fallen condition. And it is no
wonder that the kingdom of heaven should be taken
from them, and given to a people bringing forth the

fruits of it.
God guards and fulfills all his prophetic word. He

has given a series of prophetic messages, in Rev. xiv,
'to precede the second advent. The first, proclaiming
the hour of judgment, and the second, announcing the
fall of Babylon, have been clearly fulfilled in the past
Advent movement. And now the third is calling
upon all to forsake the worship of the beast, and to
keep all the Commandments of God, Will you be-

lieve the message, and engage anew in the work of
the Lord? or will you reject the counsel of God

‘against yourselves through your unbelief? Beware,

lest that come upon you which is spoken of in the
prophets: Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and per-
ish; for I work a work in your days, a work which
ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it
unto you. If you close your eyes to the fulfillment
of prophecy, and give heed to the siren song of the
world’s conversion, the day of the Lord will come
upon you as a thief in the night, and the Scripture
affords no hope to such, but assigns them their por-
tion with unbelievers. And unbelievers they are,
whatever their profession, who refnse to believe all
the prophecies which are now being fulfilled, show-
ing that the Lord is near, even at the door.

And now let me ask you, Can you fellowship that
worldly. time-serving, applause-seeking policy which
causes those who know the truth to degrade the Com-
mandments of the great God to a level with the rival
commandments of the antitypical Baal, the Pope of
Rome? Can you willingly be partaker of their sins?
Would it not be far better to heed the voice from
heaven, Cowe out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her

plagues ?

Those earnest, fervent prayers, that God would
vindicate his down-trodden commandment, have
been heard in heaven, and God has set his hand
to the work. He is now restoring his holy Sabbath,
which is & between him and his people forever,
to the remnant of his people. Not to every one that
says, Lord, Lord, but to those who are willing to do
the will of our Father who is in heaven, ind the
work will be accomplished, Will you sccept the an-
swer of your prayers? Will you believe the Third
Angel’s Message, and zealously engage in wamin,
men against:the worship of the beast and his image
There can be va doubt of your duty in so plaina case.
May God help you to do it. R. F. CoTTRELL,
Mill Grove, N. Y.

P. S. Eprrors Saseatn RECORDER: Please copy.
R.F. €
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GOD 18 LOVE.

—

Taere sat a radiant, white-winged Bird—

1 listened, but no sound I heard—

And then I epake: “Sweet Bird,” I said,

« From what far country hast thou fled?

Wlence eam’st thou—and why cam’st thou here?
Canst thou bring aught my soul to cheer?

Hast thou strauge news?—speak, gentle Dovel”
And the Bird answered—« God is love.”

“They tell we s0,” I faintly said,

“But joy bas flown, ard hope is dead,
And 1 am sick, and sad, and weary,
And life is long, and dark, and dreary—
Think not thy words my spirit movet”
Still the Bird answered—« God is love.”

“Some dearly loved are far away,
And sowe, who fondly near me stay,
Are sick, and sad, and suffering,
While 1 am weak und murmuring.
Each for the other grieyes, and tries
To stay the tears that fill his eyes—
Why comes not comfort from above?”’
Firmly, bot mournfully, the Dove
Distinetly answered—* God is love.”

I started up—* The world,” I said,
“Thovgh beautifvl it once was made,
Is full of crime and mis’ry now;

Want sits on many & h rd brow; °
The warrior wields his bloody sword,
Slaves tremble at the tyrant’s word—
Viee honored—virtue scorned—we see,
Why are theee ills allowed to he?”

Ho raised his head, tbat soft-eyed Dove,
As though my boldness he’d reprave,
Then bowed and answered—+ is love.”

*Forgive,” I said, in accents mild,
“ I wouid I were again a child.
" I’ve wandered from the heavenly track,
And it is late to Poumey back;
My wings are clipped, I cannot sodr,
I strive to mount, but o’er and o’er
My feeble wings I raise in vain—
I flutter, sink and fall againi”
In low, but earnest tones, the Dove
Still softly murmured—« God is love.”

“ Thou mov’st me strangely, wondrous Bird!
My soul is strongly, deeply stirred—

My beart grows lighter—may I still

My mission upon earth fulfill,

Proving my love to God sincere,

Bg‘iloing ALt my duty bere?

8! ‘atm omissions be forgiven?

And shall the weary rest in heaven?"”

He spread bis wings, that radiant Dove,
And cheerily answered—« Qod is love.”

Thou blessed type of joy and roace,

My bope and faith thoul’t still increase—
Be ever near me, gentle Dove,

I know, I feel, that « God is love.”

Matt, iii, 16: Jobn iv, 8. [ Register.

Beek Rightecousnoss—Seck Meekness,—Zeph,il, 3 .

Turs is the warning of one who was called to
declare the whole counsel of God; and as he looked
down ‘the stream of time to these our own days,
when evil men and seducers should wax worse and
worse, deceiving and being decelved, [2 Tim. i, 13,
when the wicked should do wickedly, [ Dan. xii, 10, |
when men 'should be lovers of their own selves, cov-
etous, boasters, proud, hlasphemers, disobedient to
parents, authankful, unholy, when men would have
a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof, [2
Tim. iii, 2-5,] when iniquity should abound and the
love of many should wax celd, [Matt. xxiv, 12 } the
prophetical warning is to “scck righteousness, seek
meekness.” Why?. Answer: “It may be, (if ye
do this,) ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s
anger.”

This also shows the chronology of this prophecy
to be in the last days, just beforo the day of the
Lord. ‘Who, or what class of people is'it, that are
here warned to seek righteousness and meekness?
They are all the me¢k of the earth, And who are
the meek of the earth? They are those who have
wrought his judgment, performed the Lord’s will,
done justice and judgment. They are the Lord’s
people, [Ps. xxv, 95 Ixxvi, 9,] those that shall dwell
in the new earth. Isa. xxxvii, 11; Matt. v, 2. They
are those against whom there is no Jaw. Gal. v, 22,
23;1Tim.i,9, 10. Why is not the law against
them? Bectuse they are keeping it. Rev, xiv, 12;
xii, 17. These are the meek of the earth, the ones

that are here warned by the Prophet to seek greater
meekness and humility. .

This prophecy is wonderfully applicable to the La-
odiceans, to those who are neither cold nor hot, but
are Jukewarm and careless. Be zealous therefore
and repent, is the admonition of the Saviour: Seck
righeousuess, seek meekuess, i8 that of the Prophet.

Dear brethren and sisters, Jet us prefit by this
timely warning, and seek the Lord with our whole
heart. A half-hearted work will do us no good. We
must enter into this work of repentance with zeal.
O that we all might manifest as much zeal in the
work of the'Lord as Paul did when the scales were
removed from his eyes! O seck righteousness, seek
meekness, seek patience and humility of soul, seek
that burning love of God that we may not be barren
nor unfruitful, that we may be begotten to a lively
hope, that we may be no longer lukewarm, but hot,
and zealous, in the cause of Christ.

The prophets admonish us, the Son of God admon-
ishes us, the signs of the times admonish us, to seek
for these things. We nced them greatly. We must
have them if we would be hid in theday of the Lord’s

anger,
Vhen are the meek of the earth warned to seek

greater meekness?  Just before the thwe decree bring
forth, (* He that is filthy let bim be filthy still, and
he that is righteous let him be righteous sitll.” Rey.
xxii, 11;) before the day pass as the chaff; before
the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you; before
the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you. Zeph.
i, 2.

"We see by this that the meek of the earth are call-
ed to seck for righteousness and meekness before the
decree brings forth, before the day of the Lord’s
flerce anger come in the seven last plagues. Rev.
xvi, What will the Lord do for those that obey ?
He will hide them in the day of his anger; he will
lift them up. Ps. exlvii,6. He will beautify them
with salvation, [ Ps. exlix, 4 ] and give théih an in-
heritance in the earth mwade new. Ps. xxxvii, 11;
Matt. v, 5 ; Rev. xx, 1-7'; ‘Rom. xi, 31, Peter says,
But we according to his promiso look for new heav-
ens and new earth in which (thargin) the righteous
dwelleth.” (Whiting.}

“Dear brethren and sisters, these are indeed great'in-
ducements that are held out to us to seek gréater
humility and holiness without which no man ¢an
see the Lord; and may we embrace them without
delay.

Meekness signifies mildhess of temper. The'peo-
‘ble of God have not that meekness, that mildbess,
that patience, that they ‘should and must have.
("Therefore those holy men of old who spake the will
of God as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, have
left their exhortations, reproofs and warning, vpon
record that we “upon whom the ends of the world
‘are come” might be profited by them, and induced
thereby to seck for those graces of the Spirit -[ Gal.
v, 22-26; Eph. v, 9; Col. iii, 12-17.] that should
adorn the character, livés'and profession, of evéry fol-
lower of the mcek and lowly Jesis,

Behold I stand at the door and knock. says the Son
of God'; and if any tnan hear my voice, (The still
small voice of the Spirit/) and open the door, (door
of the heart;) I will ccme in to him. O bar him out
no longer!  1Ilis locks are wet with the drobs of the
night. Arise and let him in, lest he withdraw him-
self from theeand the shame of thy nakedness appear.
Rev. iii, 18 ;

From this we learn that the Lord is hot in the
hearts of his people, although we might have sup.
posed hiwn there; therefore the Prophet says, “Seck
ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth which have
wrought his judgment, seek righteousness, seek meek-
ness; it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the
Lord’s anger,”  Zeph. ij, 3.

Joel says, *Therefore also now saith the Lord,
Turn ye even to me with all your heart and with
fasting (for the Spirit of God and the returu of his
power,) and with weeping, (for our past sins and
careless mauner of fiving,) and with mourning, (over
our lukewarm and miserable condition,) and rend
your heart and not your garments, and turn unto
the Lord your God; for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger. and of great kindness, and repenteth
him of the evil. Who knoweth if he will return and
repent and leave s blessing behind him.” Joel i,
12-14.

¢ Q Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for thou
hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words
and turn to the Lord. Say unto him take away all
iniquity, and receive us graciously.” Hosea xiv, 1,2.

% Therefore turn thou to thy God. Keep mercy
and judgment, and wait on thy God continually.”’
Hosea xii, 6.

“ He hath showed thee, 0 man, what is good : and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God 7’ Micah vi, 8.

Dear brethren and sisters, let ns be zealbus and
repent, and turn to the Lord with a pure, a hum-
ble and contrite heart. O let us turn to bim with
our whole hearts and give ourselves unreservedly to
him. Let us do justly and love mercy, aud walk
hambly with God. Let us present our bodies a liv-
ing sacrifice, holy and acceptable to the Lord, which
is our reasopable service. Rom, xii, 1. For the Lord
is now purifying unto himself a peculiar people, zeal-
ous of good works ; [Titusii, 14 ; Eph. ii, 10 ;) Let us
maintain good works; for by our own works'(fruits)
we are known ; [ Matt. vii, 20 ; j and ac:ording to our
deeds (works) we shall be justified and rewarded.
Ps. xxviii, 4 ; Jer. xxv, 14; 2 Tim. iv, 14.

The axe is laid at the root of the trees; and every
one that beareth not good fruit will saon be cut down
and cast into the fire. Matt. 1ii, 10 ; vii, 19 ; John
xv, 6; 2 Thess. i, 7-9.

A little way ahead, between us and monnt Zion,
is a time of trouble such as never was since there was
a nation upon the earth even to that same time,
Dan. xii, 1. The vials of God’s wrath will be poured
out on the wicked, “The mighty man will ery there
bitterly.” The wicked will famish from hunger and
thirst; [Rev. xviii, 8: xvi, 4-7:] but those who
have sought righteousness and meekness havo nothing
to fear. Ps. xci, 4-32. Their bread and water shall
be sure. Isa. xxxiii, 16. They shall be hid beneath
the wings of the Almighty in the time of trouble, in
the day of the Lord’s flerce anger. Ps, xvii, 8 , xxvii,
5. The apostle John, when God showed him in vis-
ion this time of trouble, exclaimed, “And who shall
be ablo to stand 7’ ‘Rev. vi, 17. David says, “ Thou,
even thou, art to be feared, and who may stand in
thy sight when ouce thou art angry?” Ps. lxxvi,
7; Nahum 4, 6, Answer: ‘“He that hath olean
hands and a pure heart, who hath not lifted up his
soul unto vruity, he shall receive the blessing» Ps,
xxiv, 4, 5. J. M, McLevran.

Hastings, Mfith., Nov. 21st, 1856, |

Extracts from Letters.

Bro. J. F. Case writes from Monterey, Mich.: 1
feel to rejoice that the servants of God are waking up
tc their clernal interests. T belicve truly that we are
the Laodicean church ; but, thank the Lord. there are
a fow that will give heed to the message, and repent
before it is too late, I sometimes fear that, n prom-
ise being left us of entering into that rest, T should
by any means scem to come short., At such times it
is that T am enabled to feel the importance of having
all upon tke altar of love ; and so I am determined to
do. Que thing [ awm assured of, and that is, the road
that leads by the cross is the one that leads to the
crown. And praise God, if we ever get to the crosn,
[ believe that we shall think that it is cheap enough:
Bro. Smith, go on. Although you may have trials
and difficulties, remember that you are engaged in a
great and glorious canse. Remember too that al-
though there may be some who are slack nnd indif-
ferent about paying for their paper, yet the Review
is o welcome messenger to many a poor soldier-of the
cross, as it comes richly laden with truth and precious
words of consolation. Yes a welcome messenger it
is indeed; and O with what love it fills my soul as I
read the communications from the saints scattered
abroad; and with what affection is my heart drawn
out towards them ! and with what tenderness do I re-
gard them ! But why is it that my heart rejoices as
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T think of these things? Praise the Lord, it is because
the Review is the medium through which I am per-
mitted to converse with my Father's family.
#Though we were aliens from the common wealth
of Israel, now F trust we are fellow-citizeus with the
saints, aud of the household of God, and are built up-
on the foundation—the moral law—of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone, Once more let me say to you, Go on.
Although the brethren in Monterey have not much
to give, yet we can pray to God tosend help and
strength'; we can pray him to open the hearts of

. those who have means, that they may give of their

abundance to sustain the paper, and to send the truth
forth that others may hear the glad tidings that Je-
sus is comiug.V

Sister C, B. Spaulding writes from Metamora, Ills.:
“ There are no Sabbath-keepers in this vicinity that

l| T know of. not even any of my own family. I some-

times feel almost discouraged living all alone, with
no one to associate with of like precions faith; but
still the truth is precious. Feeling thankful that I
ever heard the Third Angel’s Message, and that I
have been enabled to try to keep all the Command-
ments of God, [ mean also to have the Faith of Je-
sus, that T may be permitted to stand on the mount
Zion with all the blood-washed throng, never more
to be separated from those we love. It is a consola-
tion to me to think that I cau have the prayers of
the saints, although I cannot meet with them.”

Sr. Alpha 1. Yorty writes from Fairwater, Wis.:
%1 often look around and see how popular opinion of
the day prevails, and wickedness abounds, and won-
der how long the probation of man can extend. In
my opinion the Lord will come unawares, and take
this people as he did the antediluvian world, Bat
few souls were saved then: can there be many saved
now 7 O then sound the alarm, some souls may
hear and obey the truth.”

——

Sister Laura A. Jewett writes from Palmyra, Me. :

“ Bro. Smira, Permit me to add my testimony with
those of like precious faith. We receive the weckly
Review with feelings of grateful thanks to the kind
friends who provide us with soch a paper. May the
the Lord prosper you in your labor of love in holding
up the great truth of tho last message of mercy to
this fast falling world. Great indeed and many are
the afflictions and tronbles for the people of God to
pass through in these last days of temptation and

' peril; but truth is mighty and must prevail. We

believe Jegus will soon return and, mecording to his
promise, take his waiting disciples to himself. Let
us then endure to the end. Though it may be our
lot to bear the scoffs and scorn of a great many who
were once our friends and associates, Jesus is better
than they. We hope to be remembered in the pray-
ers of the saints.”
Bro. 0. Davis writes from North Berwick, Me.: I
. do not think the wminds of the people here, are etirely
shut up from the influence of God’s Spirit. I feel to
indnlge & hope that some may yet be brought into
the Message of the Third Angel. May the Liord lead
and guide us. The Review comes to us cheering and
encouraging our hearts. May God bless and pros-
per those that have the burthen of its publication,
and guide you in the right division of his word, that
the flock may be fed with that which will nourish for
the Kingdem. T was glad to see that Bro. J, C. Day
wag finding his way back. May the Lord preserveall
his people from the many scattering and dividing
infiuences that snrrouud them.”

Bro. C. B. Preston writes from Glenmore, N. Y.
“Surrounded by opposers of the truth and the con-
stant clamor of political hirelings, it scems neces-
sary that we should have the stability of purpose that
Noah had in the apostate agoin which he lived. Those
who are prvileged with meeting on the holy Sahbath
with those of like precious faith, are hardly prepared

to sympathize withi those who are not permitted to

meet with any for months and years. Experience
teaches mo that those are the ones that need sympa-
thy and help and encouragement from the church,
being surrouuded with those and those only who op-
pose the truth and hreathe forth nought butwickedness
and & worldly spirit. Were it uot the Lord were on
our side discouragement might well seize upon us.
But if we can overcome the world, the flesh and the
Devil, the sweet society of saints and angels are se-
cured to us forever.”

Bro, Wm. Russell writes from Mauston, Wis.: “ 1
can say with many of the brethren and sisters, that
the Review still comes & welcome messenger, bearing
many precious truths founded upon the word of the
Lord. There are a few here who are trying to keep
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.
We would be very glad to have some of the preach-
ing brethren call this way and give a series of lec-
tures on Bible troth and the soon coming of the Sa-
viour. Brother Joseph Bates was within twenty-
cight miles of us in the early part of the season

| when he was at Baraboo; and we would be highly

gratificd to have him come and spend part of the
Winter with us; or any other of the brethren that
the Lord has chosgn to preach his word.”

Bro. H. W, Dodge writes from Stoddard, N. H.:
It is cheering to hear from so many brethren and
sisters who all secem to tell the story of salvation
alike. O this great truth that bas been and is being
revealed, is from no other than God; and I cannot
reject it.  'We have had blessing npon blessing since
we have been trying to follow all the Commandments
of-our divine Master. He kept his Father’s Com-
mandments, 5o must we also. We can but kpow that
time is about drawing to a close ; for almost everything
that is going on in the world, shows plainly to any
true believer in prophecy, or in what our Saviour
seid, namely, that just such things should be going
on when the world was abont to be destroyed, that
in a short time all things that are of a wordly nature
will have an end.”

SELECTIONS.
Novuneop;;r.

R

F. 8, Cuyler gives in the Christian Intelligencer
an incident in point:

I am for ever done with church-going aud preaching,
said a sceptical husband to his pious wife after listoning
to a pungent sermon on infidelity. Bnt the wife
prayed. That is whatevery wife can do. She pray-
ed. * My dear I’ said she one evening, with gentle
voice, ¥ will you grant me one little request? Go with
me to-night to meeting,” *“I will go to the door, but
no farther,” hereplied. “That will do,”said the ami-
able wife. They went togsther, They parted at the
entrance, her heart absorbed, as she took her seat, in
fervent prayer for her beloved partoer. Some minutes
elapsed ; service had com d, when suddenly the
door opened, a heavy step advanced, and to her un-
speakable joy her hnsband calmly seated near her,

That night Mr. ——was interested and affected.
The next evening as they sat conversing at their pleas-
ant fireside the husband rose, and while a tear trick-
led down his cheek, “ wife” said he, “is it-not time to
go to church?’ She sprung from her chair, and al-
though it was early by a whole hour she feared de-
lay. Taking hat aud cloak they went. That was
the happiest night of their wedded life, for Mr., H—
took his place among the inquirers, and for the last
ten years has sat beside his wife at tho communion
table. Reader, have you done all your doty to your
unconverted friends 7—Sel.

The Spirit Roaisted.

How long have you resisted the Spirit?

Tr1s question speaks to your conscience, dear resd-
er. You alone can answer it ; you alone can tell when
you began to realize the solemn truth that you were
a sinner, and that you need theblood of Christ to be
sprinkled upon your guilty soul. Perhaps you can

hardly esy when your religions impreagions first come
menced; the time is 8o distant in the past that years
must be numbered, and your thoughts carried hack to
the sunny hours of childhood. God has striven with
you a long while, and you will not be subdued. He
hag called you again and again, bnt it has all been in
vain. You have fought agajnst him with all your
energy. It has cost you a struggle to maintaiu the
warfare, ¥You have found it a hard battle to resist
the spirit, and if you are lost you will have suffered
severely in_procuring your perdition.

Why will you strive against God 7 What do youn
mean? Do you desire to be ruined ? You are acting
as if you did.

You can never be saved, except by yielding to the
blessed influence of the Holy Ghost. He begins the
work of salvation in every soul, and you cannot
oven think a good thought withopt His aid. In driv.
ing him away, you part with every hope for eternity.
Abandoned by Him you must be ruined for ever,
Perhaps you have just commenced to think about the
great duty of preparing to meet your God. You have
just begun fo be aoxious, You have but lately felt
your true position, and the Spirit of grace is now striv-
ing with your heart. The progess may be unpleas-
ant, but believe me it is necessary. He conceals nothing
from you, in order that, having shown you your dan-
ger, you may be led toflee, to take refuge in Christ.
You-may quench the Djvine spark, yop may force him
to abandon you in your folly ; but it will beat the ex-
pense of your soul. Whether the struggle has been
long or short, thank God if it has not ceased. Close
in at once with the offer of salvation. Yield yourself
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Pray God to
make your heart a temple of the Holy Ghost. He
will lead you into all truth. He will bring you to
the foot of the cross. He will give yon joy and peace
in believing. He will sanctify you wholly and make
you meet to by a partaker of the inheritance of the
saints in light.~Ez.

Porpetual Truth of the Scriptures

‘Trers is something grand and divine in the per-
petual and universal truth of the Word, of God. Take
anadmired passage of one of the great poets of ancient
times. Itislocal. It bears the imprint of the age, the
sace, and the state of the society in which it was pro-
duced, and its truth is somehow circumsecribed aud
limited by those conditions. But take for example
the 90th Psalm, one of the oledst works of the human
mind, dating more thau flve hundred years before
Homer* Every verse of itis true, not only then, but
now and in all ages.

The prayer of Moscs, the maun of God, is a most
appropriate and comprehensive prayet at the present
day, and may be offered up by the devont soul as &
fit and full expression of his thoughts, emotions and
and desires, There are thoughts of Him "“who inhab-
iteth eternity.” They are conceived at an elevation
which exalts them far above the changing objects, per -
sons, scenes and events ofearth and time. They shine
down npon this world like fixed stars, unvarying in
their position, and undimmed in their Jight. It is well
to be conversant with thoughts thus immutable aod
sublime. The familiar ¢ontemplation and rumination
of them expands, exalts and strengthens the mind.
1t lifts usabove our own age into the clear and cloud-
less regions of unchangeable truth; the seronsut while
he is passing through the clouds is swept this way and
that by gusts and currents of wind, drenched im
vapor. pelted by hail, and deafened by thunders, but
when he emerges beyond them, he reaches a clear and
untronbled region,so thesoul uplifted by contemplation
and faith,may leave the earth break through the clouds
which eyiron it, and dwell in a bright and serene at-
mosphere, above the reach of those passions, cares and
controversies which perplex the region below. O1
blessed be God, who has prepared such an element
£>r us storm-tossed mortals in his holy Word, and'
given us wings to rise to it.—Ez.

E3"No subjeei is of more importance in the mor-

tl:'lgty of private life, than that of domestic or famity
ife. : '

—
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INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY.

Ix the great and Pmportant work of bearing the last
Message of merey to this unbelieving and sinful gener-
ation, nothing can be moré necessary than that each
member of the trne Church should fully realize bis indi-
vidual responsibility. We should ever bear in mind
that all are to be laborers in the vineyard of the Lord,
who have received the light of the present truth.

« Let your light so shine hefore men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.” We are under no less obligation to heed
this injunction than were those who listened to the words
as they fell from the lips of the Saviour.

Said Cbrist, « Ye are the light of the world. A city
that is set on an bhill cannot he hid. Neither do men
light a candle and put it vader a bushel, but on a can-
dlestick, and it giveth light unto gll that are in the house.

Dear brethren and sisters, if you bave received this
solemn Message in the love of it, your heart has been
made tc rejoice beyond expresssion often. The day
when I decided to leave & fallen church, and take a
stand with Commandment-keepers, (though friends have
since forsaken, and encmies persecuted,) lives in sweet
remembrance in my heart. O, praise God for truth! Bi-
ble trath.

But have we at a1} times done our duty to each other?
to our friends and our enemies? I fearnot. That we as a
Church have been lukewarm, and that the true light is
shining at present upon the Laodicean state of the church
T douht mot.

Now is the time to “buy gold tried in the fire, and
white raiment,” and to anoint our eyes with eye-salve.
O may our efforts in this work be proportionate to the
glorious object before us, The Lord hasten the time
when a greet and bappy change shail take place among
the remnant, f8 my humble prayer—when the truth
shall reach every one hungering for the word of God.

That humility, faithfulness and the spirit of sacrifice,
which once characterized us, bave ina great measure de-
parted from our hearts, and that pride, with the love of
the world, bave taken their place, we cannot deny. But
1 am grateful to-day, for the counsel of the faithful and
true Witness, “As many-as I love, I rebuke and chasten:
be zealous therefore, and repent. Bebold, 1 stand at the
door and knock: if any wan hesr my voice, and open
the door, I will coroe in to bim, and will sup with bim,
and be with me., To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and
am set down with my Father in bis throne.

It will be but a short time before Christ will receive
his throwe. Let it be our firm purpose, our chief and
constant aim, to secure a seat with bim there. “And if
1 go and prepare a place for you, { will come again,
and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there ye
may be also.”

“1 long for that land whose blest, promise alone
Is changeless, and sure as eternity’s throne.”

It was far from my expectation when I embraced the
trath of the immediate cowing of the Just One, and re-
ceive the light upon the Commandments of Gud, that
any one who bad seen or should sec and receive the
light upon these subjects, would ever « draw back,” and
become scoffers with others, but in this I have been sore-
ly disdppointed.

Some have admitted the claims of the fourth command-
ment to be binding upon us, and fur a season have ob-
served the Bible Sabbath. But when other truths of
the Bible bave been bronght before their mind, they
bave manifested an unwillingness to receive them, and
in actions have said, “I am rich and lvcreased with
goods, and have need of nothing,” and have soon turn-
ed back. Others bave strongly opposed the fuithful, de~
voled and self-sacrificing servants of God, while they
themselves bhave professed to keep the Commandments
of Ged; but their folly has been and still is being mani-
fest. But notwithstanding all this the people of God are
coming into the * unity of the faith.»

David, looking forward to this point of time, says,
« Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity.”  Ps. exxxiij, 1.

“And be gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teacbers; for

But in view of the perils which surround us, we have
great need of constant watohfulness. Repeated admo-
nitions are given in the sacred Word, to watch. “And
what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.”” «But the
end of all things is at hand: he ye therefore sober, and
watch unto prayer.” We need to watch not only for our
own advancement and growth in the causo of trath, but
we shonldl exercise a constant and Christian watch-care
for each other. All are to be interested in this work.
Here is individual responsibility, whether we have five
talents, two, or on¢; for if there be first a willing mind,
it is aceepted according that a man hath, and not ac-
cording to that ne hath not. 2 Cor, viii, 12.

«Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which
are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meck-
ness; considering thyself, lest thou also be terupted.”
Gal. vi, 1. “ Preach the word; be instant in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering
and doctrine.” 2 Tim. iv, 2. “Brethren, if any of
you do err from the truth, and one convert him, let him
know, that he which converteth a sinner from the error
of his way, shall save a soul from death, and shall hide
a multitude of sing.” James v, 19, 20."

“ Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are
unruly, conrfort the feeble minded, support the weak, be
patient toward all men,” 1 Thess, v, 14.

A. 8, Huronixs.
‘Barton Lading, V1,

Conference ut Monterey, Mich.

Tams meeting convened according to appointment
in the Review. Brethren from Cooper, Otsego, Trow-
bridge, Allegan and Grand Rapids, came to join' with
the church in Monterey, to offer thanksgiving and praise
to the Most High for the good work which he had so re-
cently accomplished in bringing %0 many from darkness
to the glorious light of tbe Third Angel’s Message, We
found Bro, Cornell laboring with the church when we
arrivéd to attend the appointment.

Our bearts were made glad, and our resolutions re-
newed to continue our labors in the wide-spread harvest
field of our dear Redeemer for the salvation of souls,
while listening to the fervent prayers, pointed exhorta-
tions and cheerful songs of the bretliren aud sisters re-
joicing in the Lord, who but & few months ago were en-
tirely ignorant of their position in the Third Angel’s
Meseage. Truly God is good and meriful, “and his go-
ing forth is prepared as the morning.” He is giving
edge to the pointed, cutting, burning truths of the T'hird
Angel’s Message, and mustering bis host to stand in
the battle in the day of the Lord.

The word of the Lord was listened to with deep inter-
est, and the meeting confinued to riseto its close. When
the subject of our lukewarm position in the Laodicean
state of the church came up, there seemed to be almost
a universal response to “bring all the tithes into the
storehouse, and prove tbe Lord to open the windows of

heaven, and pour upon his waiting children the promised

blessing.
The presentation of the sure word of propheey con-
cerning the speedy coming of ovr blessed Lord and Sa-
viour Jesus Christ, and the immediate preparation of his
living saints to meet him at his coming, aroused and
quickened his dear children in the meeting, to come np
to the standard, and move forward in the great crowning
work of God; and be in readiness for that auspici

“Universalism against Itself §

“Or, an Examination and Refutation of the Prixnipn&
Arguments claimed in s\:rvort.of the Final Holinesanu
Happiuess of all Mankind.”
uch is the title-page of a work, by A. Hall.a copy of

which,through the courtesy of the q‘ublisherr, Messrs Ap.
glegata & Co., we bave received. This is a work of which

niversalists may well say, as Ahab said to the propbét
Elijah, «“Art thou he that iroubleth Isragl?” We bave
now before us a work by «J. Henry Jordan, M. D..»
claiming to be a « Review of Hall,”” which, we under-
stand, 18 one of three failures which Universalists have
made in atteropting a reply. Having examined wmost
of the work, we can commend it to any who are in any
wise {roubled with those sophisms which Uaiversalists
bave learned to use in tuglport of their theory. Most of
the points, as far as we have examined, are answered in
harmuony with the views entertained by our readers gen-
erally. ~We consider the language of a cotemporary in
describing this book, no exaggeration: « It is an armory
of weapons, of suggestions, of Scripture truths for the
controversalist, and for every private Christian.”

Those who wish to obtain a copy of « Universalism
afainst Itself,” will address their orders to Messrs. Ap-
gegate and Co., Publishers, Cincinnati, Ohio. Price $1.
ostage 15 cts.

“The Bible Student’s Assistant.”

Wz would say to those who are sending in their or-
ders for this work, that we shall as soon as postible 1ssue
a secortd edition, and then they will be promptly attend-
ed to. Let not any withhold their orders because the
first edition is exbausted; for the second will svon be
ready. .

———————
Busluess Items.
Mw The P, 0. Address of A. A. Marks is Jacksen,
ich.

§#" The P. 0. Address of H. M. Ayers is Mill Grove.
Erie Co,, N. Y, :

J. Bates:—We do not find the name of Jno. Pierce
on our books. Does he receive the Review? If not,
does he wish it?

D. Hildreth:—The P. 0. Address you inquire is Ber-
ryton, Casg Co., &e.

M. 8. Kellogg:—Do you receive the Revigw? If ro,
at what Post Office? We do not find your nume either
at Portland or Matherton,

H. N. Bates:—How shal we apply tbe 48 cts. still
your Jue?,
J. F. Case:—H. M. Kenyon’s credit is all right on

book, .
H. W. Brown:—You will find your money for Book
Fund receipted in No, 3 of present volume.

Booxs Sexr.—L. J. Richmond, Ashfield, Mass , 0. Da.
vis, North Berwick, Me. L. Marsh, Plaiufield, I!ls. Wm,
A. Raymond, Alden, IUs, T. Bryant,Jr., Wilton, Me,
Benj. Hostler, Pitcher, N. Y. Wm. Bryant. Wilton, Me,
J. M, Santee, West Cameron, N. Y. Hy E. Bryant, Wil-
ton, Me. 8. Willey, Wheelock, Vt.
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hour.

After the meetings closed, we witnessed the deep anx-
iety that some of the believing pareuts felt for the salva-
tion of their children, and the deep contrifion of the
children, seeking forgiveness of their past wrongs and

rejudices, in hindering cach otber in their progress aud

oly living before Gud. Iu secmed Jike the dawy of!
that day so long foretold by the T‘ophuc Maldehi in the,
close of his prophecy, just before the great and dreadful
day of the Lord.

Satan manifested his « wrath,” [Rev, xii, 17,] through
the companion of a brother who had come 1o the ap-
gointed place for baptisro. She in a most unbecoming

laspheiious manner attempted in every way to pre-
vent her husbamd from bemng baptized, while he was
moet decidedly determined to obey bis Lord and Master,
Afier he was baptized, contrary to her repeated declara-
tions, she returned bome with' him, and (1 learn,) has
confessed the very wrong course she pursued. The non-
resistant Rpirit manifested by 1he husband has caused
Satan to be ashamed of his work.

Since the conference I bave been holdin
Trowbridge where some good 1 trust has n done in
the name of Jesus, I have now just returned from bap-
tizing four who manifest a strong desire to keep all tﬁe

Tneetings in

the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Cbrist: till we ail
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.”” Eph. iv, 11-13,

ts of the Lord.

After the conference Bro. Cornell left to commence a
series of meetings at Three Rivers. 1 am now preparin
to go to Newark on the Lake Shore. 1 feel encourag
to go forward in this great erowning work of God.

Josern Bares.
Trowbridge, Mich., Nov, 23th, 1856.
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