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THE CHRISTIAN'S WALK.

Cantsriax! walk carefully —danger is near;
Work out thy journey with meckness and fear;
Snares from without, and temptations within,
Seek to entice thoe agan into sin,

Christianl walk humbly—exult not in pride;
All that thou bhast js by Jesus supplied;

He holdeth thee up, he directeth thy ways,
To hit be the glory ~to him be the praise.

Christian] walk cheerfully, though the dark storm
Fill the bright sky with the elouds of alarm:
Soon will the elouds and the tempest be past,

And thou shalt dwell with tby Saviour at last.

! Christian! walk steadfastly, while it is light;
Swift arc approaching the shades of the night;
All that thy Master hath bidden thee do,
Haste to perform for the moments are few.

Christian] walk prayerfully—oft wilt thou fall,
If thou forget on th{ Saviour to call:

Safe shalt thou walk through each trial and care,
If thou art elad in the armor of prayer,

Christian! walk joyfully—trouble and pain

Cease when the haven of rest thou dost gain;

This thy bright glory, and this thy reward,

« Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord!”
[Conference Hymns.

A CATECHISM FOR THE DEIST,

Quesrion. What do you uaderstand the Bible
to be?

Axswer, A revelation from God.

Q. What is meant by divine revelation?

A. A supernatural communication of truth from
God to man,

Q. Is it probable that God ever made such a
revelation to man?

A. It is: for without it man could never have
known any thing concerning his Creator, or of his
mind and will,

Q. 1s such a revelation necessary ?

A. It is, on the supposition that God designed the
happiness of mankind, and that they could not be
80 app’g without it.

Q. Wherein does it farther appear that such a
revelation is necessary f

A, Without such a revelation we could not de-
termine the quality of moral actions,* so as to know
which are good and which are evil.

Q. By what rule then are we to judge of human
conduct, so as to know what is right and what is

wrong {
Al gy the law of God.
Q. How may that law be known?

* Moral actions are those which relate to manners, and
are always good or bad, according to some rule or law,
expresaec{ or understood, They differ from natural ac-
tions thus—it is natural for us to breathe; it i8 immoral
to cheat and ta tell lies; morality requires us to do justly
and to speak the truth.
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A. By divine rovelation.

Q. Are not human opinions a sufficient guide in
moral actions, without the aid of a direct revelation
from God.

A. They are not.

Q. Why are they not?

A. Because they are so various and contradictory.

Q. Is not kuman reason a suflicient guide n
moral actions ¢

A. It is not.

Q. Why is not human reason a sufficient guide
in regard to moral conduct? '

A. Because it is imperfect.

Q. How do you prove that human reason is im-
perfect ?

A. From the fact that some men worship the
true God, some the works of God, and others the
works of their own hands.

Q. What other proof have you that buman rea-
son is imperfect?

A. The fact that some men worship no God at
all.
Q. What farther proof can you give !

A. The fact that there are some atheists in the
world, many kinds of deists, and many heretics
among Christians,

Q. Do all these different sects and orders of men
pretend to be guided by reason ?

A. They do.

Q. Is not the light of natural conscience a suffi-
clent guide in regard to moral conduct

A, Tt is not.

Q. Why is not conscience a sufficient guide

A. Because consciecce cannot act without a rule

to go b{;

Q. Where then ghall we find the rule, by which
we are to be guided in moral actions ?

A, Tn the word of God.

Q. But,is not the Spirit of God, or “inward
light,” as some call it, a sufficient guide, without the
word of God ?

1The following is a specimen of character as develop-
ed by the light of nature, or natural conscience, and to
which of these « infide] philosophers” shall we refer to
teach us genuine morality? <1, Zeno, the stoie, and
Diogenes, the cynie, ioned the foulest irpurities: of
which Socrates also was wore than suspected! 2. Ly-
cargus and Solon, authorized, yea, legalized the m\mgzr
of delicate children! 3 Draco, the celebrated Athenian,
punished all erimes alike, with dath! 4. Plato recom-
mended a community of wives! 5. Aristotle maintained
the right of making war on Barbarians! 6. Cato, the ef-
der, was remarkable for the ill usage of his slaves, and
the younger Cate gave up the person of bis wifel 7.
Mohamomed sanctioned unlimited sensualities! 8. Lord
Herbert (one of the most celebrated modern infidels)
says, < the indulgence of lust and anger, is no more to be
blamed, than the thirst occasioned dropsy!" 9. Mr,
Hobbes, (the celebrated moral phihn&ropis!.{sa s, ‘that
every man has a right to all things, and may Jlawfully
get them if ke canl 10. Lord Bolingbroke states that
solf-love is the principle of morality: that modesty is on-
ly vanity! That polygamy is a part of the religion of
nature!  11. Mr. Hume maintained that self-denja), self-
mortification, and humility, are not virtues; but are use-
Jess and mischievous; that pride, self-valuation, dv., are
virtues! that adultery must be practised, if men would
obtain all the advantages of life] 12. Both Voltaire and
Helvetius advocated the unlimited gratification of the sen-
sual appetites! 13. Rousseau made feclings his standard
of morality] ¢I have only to consalt myself,’ said he,
concerning what I do. All that I feel to be right, is
right,” &re,  This is exactly the principle of moralit;
taught as the Tammany Hall rulo, where 1t issaid, “wkal-
ever gives me pain is wrong, whatever gives mo pleasure
is right!” 14. Lastly, comes Mr. Robert Dale Owen,
with his rules of morality, one of which is, that a man
may throw «ff his wife, as often as he wodd his garment,
when worn owt!”—Dr, Sleigh.

A. We do not know that all men have the Spir-
it of God; if they have they need the Seriptures,

Q. Does mnot philysophy supersede or set aside
the necessity of divine revelation ?

A. It does not.

Q. Wherein is philosophy deficient

A. Tn its doetrines concerning God, the worship
of God, man's chief good, the pardon of sin, the gov-
ernment and providence of God, and a future state.

Q. Have you any proofs to offer that the Bivie is
of divine origin?

A. We have many proofs.

Q. Mention some of them.

A. The Bible must be the production of eithor
%}o:g men, or good angels, bad men, or devils, or of

Q. How do you prove that it is not the produe-
tion of bad men, nor of devils?

A. Neither bad men nor devils wonld make a
book which condemns their own practices, and dooms
them to endless perdition.

Q. How do you prove that good men have not
imposed upon the world by saying that the Bible is
the word of God, when it is nothing but their own
invention ?

A. Neither good men nor good angels, would or
could make a book, and tel] lies all the time, by say-
ing, “ Thus saith the Lord,” when he had said no
such thing.

Q. Have you any other proof that the Bible is of
divine origin?

A. The Bible is precisely such a revelation as is
necessary and desirable to man ip his present cou-
dition,

Q. Wherein does the Bible appear to be just such
a revelation as we might snppose God would bestow
upon his creatures ?

A. In the sublimity of its doctrines, in the purity
of its moral precepts, and in its uniform and benev-
olent design throughout.

Q. Wherein does it farther appear ?

A. In the grandeur and benevolence of its wmir-
acles, and in the exact fulfillment of its predictions.

Q, What is the Scripture doctrine concerning
God?

A. That he is without beginning of days or end
of years.

Q. What farther?

A. That he is self-existent, omnipotent, omniscient,
and omnipresent.

Q. Whathﬁ\rtherﬁ {

A. That be is infinitely wise, holy, just and 3
the creator, upholder, ang preserver ifJall thingga?o‘l ’

Q. What 1s the Scripture doctrine concerning the
origin of this world ? ‘

A. “In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth. He made the stars also. The sea
is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the
dry land.” - Gen. i, 1, 16; Ps. xcv, 5.

Q What is the Seripture doctrine concerning the
origin of man #

A. “And the Lord God formed man of the dnst
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
Ere;th of life; and man became a living soul.” Gen,
ii, 7.

Q. What do the Scriptures teach concerning the
origin of evil !

A. That the first human pair sinned against their
Creator, and by their sin brought death into the

.

world and a cnrse upon themselves and upon their

e,

posterity; Rom, v, 12,
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Q. What is the doctrine of Scripture concerning
man's chief good ! .

A. “He hath showed thee, O man, what is good;
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
justly, and to love merey, and to walk bumbly with
thy God ?" Micah vi, 7.

Q. What do the Scriptures teach concerning tha
goverument and providence of God ! .

A. “The Lord hath prepared his throne in the
heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.” Ps. ciii,
19. “Itis in him that we live, anfl move, and have
our being.” Acts xvii, 28.

Q. What directions do the Seriptures give re-
specting the worship of God?

A. “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve.” Matt. iv, 10. *God
is & spirit; and they that worship him must worship
him iy spirit and in trath.”  Joho iv, 24,

Q. What is the Scripture doctrine respecting the
pardon of sin ?

A. “Let the wicked forsake his wa?', and the un-
righteous man his thoughts; and let him returnun-
to the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” Isa.
Iy, 7.

Q. What do the Scriptures say concerning hu-
man depravity {

A. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked,” Jer. xvii, 9. “They are all
gone out of the way, they are together become un-
profitable; there is none that doeth good, no not
one.” Rom. iii, 12.

Q. Do the Seriptures point out any remedy for
this evil?

A. % But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for onr iniquities, the chastisement
of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we
are healed.” Isa. liii, 5.

Q. Is there any passage in the New Testament
of sitnilar import ?

A. “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin,” John i, 7.

Q. In what other respects does the Bible prove
itself to be divive

A. By the purity of its moral precepts.

Q. Mention some of the precepts.

A. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit
adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not
bear false witness againat thy neighbor. Thou shall
not covet any thing that is thy neighbor’s.

Q. Mention a few from the New Testament.

A. “Yove your enemies; bless them that curse
you, do good 1o them that hate you, and pray for
them which despilefully use youand persecute you.”
Matt. v, 44,

Q. What else can you say respecting the poral
precepts of the Bible? .

A. They require us to be humble and patient,
benevolent, peaceable, and holy in heart, and in all
manner of conversation,

‘Q. What other proof have you to otfer in favor
of the divine authenticity of the Bible?

A. The unity of its design, and the harmony of
its several parts,

Q. Wherein does it ap;)ear that the Scriptures
are uniform in their design

A. The uniforin design of the Bible thronghout
appears to be, to exbibit the glory of the divine per-
fections in the salvation of sinners: and in the pres-
ervation, increase, aud establishment of the Church.

Q. Wherein docs the barmony of the Scriptures
appear?

A. In their perfect agrecinent with each otheron
points of doctrine and duty.

Q. But could not one man have written such a
book, and by a skillful conlrivance have made it
to agreo with itself in every particular, and so im-
posed upon mankind ?

A. Tt is not likely that he could: and it is cer-
tain that the sacred writers had no such deﬂig\\w or
opportunity of “imposing upon mankind; for they
dI;Yonot alelive in llrm)gslsagxe l;)!ace or at the same
time,

(% When and by whom were the Scriptures writ-
ten

A. The first five books were written by Moses,
near sixteen hundred years before the incarnation of
Christ.  The other parts of the old Testament were

written by David, Solomon, Isaiab, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Daniel, and others.

Q. When and by whom were the Scriptures of
the New Testament written?

A. More than seventeen hundred years ago, by
the persons whose names they bear.

Q. What evidence have you of the sincerity and
integrity of the sacred writers?

A. They honestly acquaint us with all their faults
and follies; their poverty and prejudices; dullness
of apprehension; Weakness of faith ; ambitious views,
and contentions among themselves.

Q. Had the sacred writers, in general, an oppor-
tunity of knowing the truth of those things which
{hey relate?

A. Tbey had; for they were, in general, eye and
ear witnesses of those things; they were inspired by
the Ioly Spirit to write as they did, were empow-
ered to work miracles, and to deliver prophecies,
many of which have been fulfilled.

Q. Had the wordd in general an opportunity of
knowing the truth of the things contained in the
Scriptures at the time they were written ?

A. Tt bad: the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, the
Persians, the Greeks, and the Romans, all had an
opportunity of knowing whether the things said to
bave been dond in their several countries were true
or not. See particularly the book of Esther, chap.
x, 2.

Q. Do the historians of those countries eontradict
or confirm the historical facts of Scripture?

A, They confirm them: Sanconiathon, a Tyrian
writer, has preserved a memorial of the actions of
Gideon.

Q. What bistorian has given an account of the
vietory obtained by David over the Syrians of Zoba,
upon the banks of the Euphrates, as 1t is described
by the sacred writers?

A. Nicholas Damascenus.

Q. What historian bas recorded an account of the
taking of Jernsalem by Sesostris, king of Egypt, as
it is described in the second book of §{ingsf

A. Herodotus, who was cotemporary with Ezra
and Nehemiah.

Q. Have any other keathen writers recorded any
thing in confinnation of Seripture history #

A. They have.

Q. Who are they ?

A. Castor, Menander, Strabo, Alaxander Polyhis-
tor, Berosus, Xenophon, Manetho, Chemeron, Ap-
polonious, and Lysimachus.}

{Berosus, the Chaldean, Nicholas, of Damascus, and
Manctho, the great Kgyptian annalist, mention the ruius
of a great ship among the mountaing of Armenia, in their
day, and it is remarkable that a village at the foot of
M¢. Ararat bears a name which signifies e city of de-
scent.

1. The first authority, among the heathen writers,
(concerning the deluge,) is that of Berosus. From his tes-
timony we may learn the opinion of the Chaldeans re-
meclin the flood, If we change the name of Noal for

at of Nisutbrus, it will appear that Berosus has the
whole history of the deluge complete. Berosus says,
« that very arciently the gods I.veinf greatly offended at
the wickedness of the buman race, foretold to Xisuthrus
that they intended to destroy the world by a deluge.
Xisuthrus immediately set about building a si:ip of very
great dimensions.  Alter many years, a prodigious ves-
sel was constructed, and Xisuthrus with bis fimily en-
tered into it, with a multitude of creatures, which were
to be preserved.

“The fluod then came, the face of the whole ecarth was
covercd; and the vessel which carried the only surviving
family of the human race, was busyed ap, and floated on
the boundless deluge.  The waters at length abated, and
the ship chanced to land on & mountain in Armenia,call-
ed Ararat.”” The same antbor says, that nigh o his own
times, “large picces of imber were still seen on those
momtains, unirersally supposed-to be pieces of the ship
of Xisuthrus,”” Many other Chaldean writers mention
the same things; o that the belief of the Chaldeans in
the deluge, rests on the most unquestionable authorities,
Morcover, the certainty, that they did believe in it, is a
consideration of great weight; for Nimvod founded their
empire but a short time after the deluge; and they, of all
the ancient vations, were the most likely to have correct
infermation, as far as depended on tradition.

2. The second authority is Ovid, a writer in the Au-
gustan age. He relates the story thongh with different
names, much in the same way. ~ He says that « Lbe gods,
to punish the wickedness of man, destroyed the earth
with a deluge. Thoe destroction was so complete, that
only Deuculion and Pyrrha escaped to the top of mouunt
Parnassus,” Plutarch, a Oreek writer, says,  that Deu-
calion, when the watcrs of the flood were abating, sent

Q. How conld Moses ascertain the truth of the
facts related in the book of Genesis otherwise than
by immediate inspiration

A. By tradition from Adam, through the medi-
um of Methusaleb, Noah, Shem, Isaac and Joseph.

Q. Is not the Mosaic account of the creation of
the world contradicted and overturned by the Egyp-
tian, Chaldean, and Chineze chronologists?

A. By no means.

Q. How do you prove that?

A. By the disagreemeni of their historians among
themselves,

Q. Wherein do they disagree ?

A. Some of the Egyptian writers say that the
world had existed mora than twenty-three thousand
years previously o the reign of Alexander. Others
of then say ten thousand.

Q. What do the Chaldeans say on this subject?

A. The Chaldeans believed the world to have
been eternal, and that they had learned astronomy
hy tradition from their ancestors, who had all suc-
cessively made it their study for four hundred and
seventy-two thousand years together.

Q. What dothe Chipese say concerning the age
of the world ?

A. Some of them say it had existed upward of
three millions of years previously to the time of Con-
fucius, and in all that long period men were so ig-
norant that they lived like brute beasts, without any
settled government, laws or arts.

Q. What heathen writers acknowledge Moses as
the founder of the Jewish religion

A. Strabo, Justin, Pliny, Tacitus, Juvenal, Longi-
nue, and others,

Q. Have any of the enemies of Christianity borne
testimony to the tmth of the Gospel kistory as to
the facts therein contained ?

A. They have.

Q. Mention the names of sowe of them.

A. Suetonius, Tacitus, Pliny, Celsus, Porphyry,
Hierocles, and Julian.

Q. What do these writers say in favor of the
truth of the things recorded by the evangelists?

A. Suetonius mentions Christ by name, and says
that Claudius expelled from Rome those who ad-
hered to his cause,

Q. What is the testimony of Tacitus?

A. Tacitus records the progress which the Chris-
tian religion had made in his time. His own words
in a letter addressed to Nero, are, “ They (the Chris-
tians? had their denomination from Cliristus, who,
in the reign of Tiberius, was put to death by the
procurator, Pontius Pilate. This pernicious super-
stition, though checked for a wlule, broke out again,
and spread, not only over Judes, but reached this
city also.”

Q. What is the testimony of Pliny ?

A. Pliny the Younger mentions the Christians in
one of his f;tters to Trajan, as a people who used to
meet on a stated day of the weemel‘owit waslight, |
and sing a hymn to Christ as God. This epistle
ocenrred abont 4, ». 112,

Q What did Celsus say of Christ and of his
apostles !

A. He says that “ he conld tell many other thin
relative to Jesus, besides those things that were wnit-
ten of him by his own disciples; but that he will-
ing passed them by.” He calls the disciples “ten
or eleven publicans and boatmen,” by way of con-
tempt.

Q. Do. the other writers allow that Christianity
existed jn their times?

forth & dove, which returned with an olive leaf in her
moath," .

3. Varro, the most learned man the Roman state pro-
duced, is foll to purpose. Varro says that in ancient
times, there was a universal deluge, in which the human
race were nearly all destroyed.” ~ Ho says, that the flood
took placa 1600 years before the first Olympiad. Now
it is known, that the first Olympiad took place 776 years
beforo Christ. ‘This account admirably corresponds with
the scripture chronology; for 1600 added to 776, makes
2376; whereas the Mosaic chronology places the floed
2343 years before Christ, a difference of only twenty-
uiﬁm years in a range of time go long. Wkhen we con-
siderhe erudition of Varro, and tbat his chrovology was
drawn from the Greeks and Egyptians, and cawe through
a different channel from that of the scripture, we may
well be astonished at this coincidence, and can have no
rational doubt of the correctvessof the facts in question,”
Whelpley's Compend,
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A. They do.

Q. How long is it since these writers flourished ?

A. Suatonius and Tacitus lived in the reign of
Vespasian, which began?a, p, 70, The other be-
tween that period and the year 370.

Q. What noted enemy of Christianity was empe-
ror of Rome about this time{

A. Julian, the apostate,

Q. Iow did this haughty monarch attempt to an-
nul thé words of Jesus in Luke xxi, 24 1

A. By reinstating the Jews as a nation to Pales-
tine, and assisting them in re-building the temple,

Q. What was the result ?

A, The project was as signally defeated as the
eraction of the tower of Babel, and by the sama pow-
or, too. Ammianus Marcellinus, a heathen writer,
and the secretary of Julian, says, “ Whilst Alypius,
assistad by the governor of the province, urged with
vigor and diligence the exccutioun of the work, hor-
rible balls of fire, breaking out near the foundations,
with frequent and reiterated attacks, rendered the
place from timo to time inaccessible to the scorched
and blastad workmen, and the victorious eclement
continuing in this manner absolutely and resolutely
bant, as it were, to drive them to a distance, the un-
dertaking was abandoned.”

Q. W’fm avidenco in favor of the truth of the
Seriptures is to be derived from the miracles therein
recorded ?

A. The accounts of miracles must be either true
or false; and if true, they prove the divine mission
of the prophats, of Christ, and of his apostles,

Q. Can you produce any evidence to prove that
the miracles of Seripture were really performed at
the time, and by the persons mentioned in the Scrip-
tures ¢

A. They were performed publicly, in the pres-
ence of mnny witnesses; and were of such a nature
that men might judge of them by their outward
senses,

Q. Might not the witnesses be deceived ?

A. It was impossible for them to be deceived.
The dividing of the Red Sea and the river Jordan
wore Witnessed by thousands and tens of thousands.

Q. How was it with the miracles of Christ?

A. The wmiracles of Christ and of his aposties
were not disputed even by their enomies,

Q. What is the testimony of Josephus, the Jew-
ish historian, concerning Christ and his miracles?

A. “Now thera was about this time Jesus, 8 wise
man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a
door of wonderful works—a teacher of such men
as receive the trath with pleasure. He drew over
to him both many of the Jews, and many of the
Gentiles. Ho was [the] Christ, and when Pilate, at
the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had
condemned him to the crose, those that loved him at
the first did rot foraake him, for he appeared to them
alive again the thinl day, as the divine prophets had
foretold thess and ten thousand other wonderful
things concerning him and the tribe of Christiang,
0 named from him, are not extinct at this day."”

Q. Are there any memorials now observed which
serve as evidences of the divine mission of Moses
an:t of Christ?

A. There are: the passover among the Jews;
baptism and tho Lord’s supper among thé Chiis-
tians,

Q. Did the Egyptians keep ug any memorial of
the destruction of thair first-born? -

A, They did: once a year, on the day immedi-
ately proceding the observance of the passover by
the Jews, they marked their sheep, trees, houses,
and lands, with red, from the superstitious fear of
the like plague that once befell their forefathers,

Q. How long did they observe this custom

A. Until somo time after the incarnation of Christ?

Q. Did Mohainmed perform any miracles in proof
that his mission was divinef .

A. Ho did not: and his pretended night journey
from Mucea to Jerusalem, and from thence to heay-
én, was witnessed by no one; and rests entirely on
his own word.

Q. What do you understand by prophecy ?

A. The foretelling a fature event, in such s man-
ner as that when the event comes to pass, it shall

exactly agree with the prediction in every particular.

Q. "Are there any such prophecies in the Bible?

A. There are many such, both in the Old and
New Testaments.

Q. What was the design of prophecy !

A, To excite expectation before the event, and
then to confirm the truth by a striking and unequiv-
ocal fulfillment,

Q. What remarkable prediction did Jacob deliver
on his death-bed concerning the tribe of Judah?

A. “The scaptre shall not depart from Judah,
nor a lawgiver from betweon his feet, until Shiloh
come; and unto him shall the gathering of the peo-
ple be.”  Gen. xlix, 10.

Q. How was this prediction fulfilled ?

A. By the miraculous preservation of the tribe of
Judah as a distinet and chief tribs among the Jews,
until the coming of Christ.

Q, What remarkable predictions concerning the
Jews did Moses deliver a little before his death ?

A, “I know that after my death ye will utterly
corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the wa
which I have commanded you; and that evil will
befall {i)u in the Jatter days.,” Deut. xxxi, 29,

Q. How has this prediction been fulfilled ?

A. In the apostasies and numberless calamities
which have befallen tho Jewish nation sinca the
death of Moses. .

Q. What calamities did Moses say should fali up-
on the Jaws for their disobedience?

A. “The Lord shall send upon thee cursing,
vexation, and rebuke. The Lord shall causs thee to
be emitten before thine enemies, and thou shalt be
removed into all the kingdoms of the earth,” Deut.
xxviii, 20, 23,

Q. How has this been fulfilled ?

A. Many of the Jaws were taken captive by the
Assyrians, the Chaldeans, the Persians, and the Ro-
mans; and many of them are found at this day io
all the four quarters of the earth, See Esther vii,
9; x, 2,

Q. It was predicted by Moses that they should
“baecome an astonishwent, a proverb, and a by-word
among all nations whither the Lord should lead
them:"” wherein has this prediction received its ac-
complishment ?

A. In the avarice, usury, hard heartedness, and
hypocrisy of the Jaws, and in the persecutions they
have endured in all countuies,

Q. Are the Jews still a persecuted people?

A, They are: Mahommedans, Pagans, and 1na-
ny that are call Christians, howaver they disagree in
other points, generally agree in vilifying, abusing
and persecuting the Jows.

Q. It was predicted by Moses that the Jews
should ba “sorely distressed by war, famine, and the
want of all things, and that they shonld -eat their
own children secretly in their distress, because of the
straitness of the siege;” when were these predictions
fulfilled ?

A. During the siege of Samaria in the time of
Elisha, and again in the time of the siege of Joru-
salem by the Romaos,

Q. What is the testimony of Josephus on this

Q. What was the condition of Babylon at the
time the prophecies were delivered ?

A. The most flourishing; it was one of the great.
est cities in the world.

Q. What is it now?

A. A heap of ruins,

Q. What are the testimonies of the heathen wri-
ters concerning its former greatness?

A. Diodorus Siculus says the walls were forty-five
miles in circuit: Quintius Curtius says forty-six miles,
and Herodotus sixty. )

Q. What heathen writers mention its destruction ¢

A, Strabo, Herodotus, and Xenophon.

Q. What do the Seriptures say of Nineveh?

. A. That it was “ an exceeding great city.” Jonah
i, 8.

Q What do Leathen writers say of it?

A. That it was the greatest city in tho known
world at the time. Diodorus Sviculus says it was
sixty miles in circuit; Eustatius records, that one
huadred an forty thousand men were employed fur
eight years in building it.

Q. What prophat foratold its destruction ? .

A, Nahum, about one hundred years before the
event.

Q. How has the prophecy of Nabum becn ful-
filled ?

A. In the most literal and remarkalle manner.

Q. What heathen authors have recorded the de-
struction of Nineveh f

A. Alexander Polyhistor, Diodorus Siculug and
Lucian,

Q. What is the testimony of Diodorus concerning
the destruction of Nineveh ?

A. He says that “ there was an old prophecy that
Nineveh should not be taken till the river became
an enemy lo the city; and that in the third year of
the sioge, the river broke down the wall, and over-
flowed part of the city: the king then thinking the
oracle fulfitled, collected all his wealth, his concu-
bines, and his eunuchs, and burned himself and the
palace with them all; and the enemy then entering
took the city.

Q. What does Lucian say on this subject?

A. That “in his day Nineveh was ntterly over-
thrown, and there was no footstep of it remaining,
nor could one tell where once it was situated.”

Q. What does the exact fulfillment of the proph-
ecies prove

A, The insgimtion of the prophet, and the divine
authenticity of the Bible, ‘

Q. What is the difference between heathen and
Christian nations, in regard to the knowledge and
worship of God ?

A. The Hindoos ackn>wledge one supreme being ;
but they never worship him, nor think that he con-
cerns himself with huwman affairs at all; the inbab-
itants of Ceylon worship devils,

Q. What was the state of religion in Bengal when
the missionaries landed there in ﬁ;e year 1793,

A. They found the inhabitants sunk in the gross-
est idolatry, acknowledging at least three hundred

subject ?

A, During the last siege of Jerusalem by the Ro-
mans, “there was a most terrible famine in the city;
at which time a certain woman of a noble family,
driven to distraction by famine, boiled her own child,
and when she had eaten half, covered np the rest,
and kept 1t for another time.”

Q. What prophets foretold the destruction of
Babylon ?

A. Isaiah and Jeremiah,

Q. What did Isaiah predict concerning Babylon f

A, “Behold I will stir up the Medes against them,
and Babylon, the slory of kingdoms, the beauty of
the Chaldee's excellency, shall be as when God over-
threw Sodom and Gomorrah: it shall never be in-
habited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation
to generation.” Isa. xil, 17, 20.

: ‘What did Jeremiah foretell concerning Bab-
y

onf
A. “It shall be no more inhabited forever; nei-
ther shall it be dwelt in from generation to genera-
tion,” Jer, |, 39,

Q. How long before the events took place were
these prophecies delivered ?

A. Those of Jeremish more than fifty

and thirty millions of gods.
Q. '\r\;{at was the nature of their worship at that

time?

A. Tt was blind adoration of a senseless idol; de-
votion to a monkey, a serpent, or & log of wood;
mixed with many acts of impurity, which poison the
soul and carry it down to perdition.

Q. What ideas had they of futurity f

A. Nothing more than eternal transmigration, or
absorption into the soul of the universe,

Q. What were their ideas of transmigration

A. They believed that when a man died, he rose
again either in the form of a cat, ora dog, ora worm,
or some other roptile.

Q. Had they no ideas of happiness after death f

A. Happiness after death, with them, was only
for thoss who had given all their wealth to the
priest, or had burned themselves on the funeral pile,
or had been drowned in some-sacred river.

Q.' ‘What is the stste of morality among the hea-
then

A. One of the missionaries§ who had been along
time in India, says, “I have never known one man
among them previously to his conversion to Chris-

$Mr. W, Ward, of Serampore, a Baptist missionary.

gem:
those of Isaish more than one hundred and fifty.
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tianity, who appeared to fear God aud work righte-
ousncss,”

Q. What does he say of thair conversation

A. “The impurity of their conversation is be-
yond all description,”

Q. What does he say concerning their decsitful-
ness ?

A, “They are finished adepts in the art of decep-
m ”

Qi What does he eay of them concerning slan-
der

A, “For slander and abuse they stand unrivalled,
even among the most degraded of mankind.”

Q. What is the practise of heathen mothers in
India respecting their children

A, When the first-born is two or three years
old, the mother takes it to the river, encourages it
to walk in the stream, and then abandons it to the
cruelty of the terrible alligator: this she does in
hopoes of having 8 numerous offspring.

Q. Is not the heathen religion a very supersti-
tious as well as cruel religion?

A. Tt is: many suspend themselves in the air for
8 quarter of an hour by large hooks thrust through
the integuments of the back: others have theirsides
pierced, and cords are introduced between the skin
and the ribs, and drawn backwards and forwards,
while the victims dance through the streets in honor
of their idol.

Q. Has the missionary ever seen any of these cru-
el superstions?

A. “T have seen others,” says the missionary,
“ cast themselves from a stage ten or twelve feet from
the ground npon open knives inserted in packs of
cotton, Sometimes one of these knives enters the
body, and the poor wretch is carried off to expire.”

What is the tendency of the Hindoo writings ?

A, They encourage self-murder, human sacrificer,
and the burning of widows, to an alarming extent.

Q. Iow do the heathen in India treat their fe-
males ? )

A, A female is despised as soon as she is born:
every mother mm::g‘t o tribe of Rajapoots puts her
fomale child to d a8 soon 48 it is boro, In one
instance where the daughter's life had been spared
till she was ten or twelve years old, the father took
her aside one day, and with a hatchet cut her to
pieces for the honor of bis family.

Q. Have the females iu India any education ?

A. Tu childbood and youth they have no educa-
tion at all, no cultivation of any kind whatever.

Q. Arg the wives admitted to equal prvileges
with their husbands?

A. They are not: they never sit to eat with their
husbands, int wait on ther, and partake of what
they leave, When the husband dies, the wife ei-
ther buries herself alive, or burns herself on the fu-
neral pile, :

Q. What is the religious character of the Chinese !

A, They are ignorant, idolatrous, and supersti-
tious,

Q. What account does the missionary (Mr. Ince)
give of one of their religious festivals ?

A. That ho saw them burning gold paper before
their idols, in the full belief that it would become
monay in another world, and tbat it would hel
those departed epirita who died poor to pay their
way to heaven,

Q. What account did they give him of theiridols ?

A. They said they were made of paper, and when
tho festival was over they should burn them.

Q. What is the character of the people of New
Zesland ?

A. A missiovary who has lately visited them
says, * War is all their glory; they kill aud eat their
prisoners, and consider the Supreme Being as an in-
visible man-cater, and regard him with a mixture of
hatred and fear.”

Q. What are the prominent features of heathen-
iem ?

A. Ignorance, superstition, imapurity, folly, injus-
tice, and cruelty.

Q. What is the effect of heathenism on the ha-
man character ?

A. The most miserable, degrading and ruinous,

Q. What are the promiunentfeatures of Christianityf

A. Divine knowledge, wisdoin, reasonableness,
purity, justice, goodness, and mercy.

Q. What is the effect of the pure and undefiled
religion of Jesus?
. 4 Qlory to Qod in the highest, peace on eartk,
and good will to man."

THE REVIEW AND HERALD

“ Sanotify them throngh thy truth; thy word is truth.”
BATTLE CREEK, MICH. FEB.26,1857.

THE FORMER AND THE LATTER RAIN.

Taex shall we know, if we follow on to know the
Lord ; his going forth i8 prepared as the morning;
and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the Iatter
and former rain unto tho earth, Hos. vi, 3.

The Lord promiged to the Israelites the former and
the latter rain, [Deut. xi, 14, ] that they might gath-
er in their corn, and their wine, and their oil. The
first or former rain fell in Autumn about the begin-
ning of November. This was to prepare the earth
for the seed. The second or lstter rain foll in the
Spring, about the middle of April, and was to pre-
pare the full ear for the harvest. The regular recur-
rence of these rains was very necessary to the devel-
opment of their harvests, aud the sustenance of the
nation. They were given as s blessing; they were
withheld a8 & judgment, Jer. iii, 3.

This familiar event of nature is taken to illustrate
the spiritual blessings which God would bestow up-
on his people; and from the passage quoted above,
aud others of similar import, it has been suggested
that these rains were fypes# of certain special bless-
ings which God would pour out. And built, doubt-
less, upon this idea, it is further claimed by some
that the out-pouring of the Spirit on tho day of Pen-
tecost, was & type of a similar, but still greater man-
ifcstation, to be realized in these last days.

But to produce conviction, a view must draw plain
credentials from both reason and revelation. There
must exist not only reagons for believing it, but rea-
song which prohibit its being otherwise; and since no
such reasons attach to the periodical rains of Judes,
viewed as types wo must object to marshaling them
into such a service,

As to Pentecost, that was itself an antitype—anti-
type of the feast of weeks; [Lev, xxiii, 15 ; Deut.
xvi, 9;] sud we have no account of any event's per-
forming the double office of type and antitype at the
same time.

What then is the force of these expressions as used
by the Prophet? They are evidently used only as
illustrations of special blessings to be poured ont ;
and in these illustrations involving as they do such
gracious promises, as much 88 any one we would re-
joice. In this sense they are appropriate and beaati-
fal. The early or forwer rain, designed to prepare
the carth for the seed, may fitly represent the out-
pouring of the Spirit in the commencement of the
gospel dispensation ; while the latter rain which was
to prepare the full ear for the harvest, may well be
uged to illustrate the special outpouring of the Spir-
it promised in the last days which will prepare the
church for her final warfare, and for immortal glory.

Says the Prophet, “ Sow to yourselves in righte-
ousness, reap in merey ; break up your fallow ground:
for it is time to seek the Lord, till he como and rain
righteousncss upon you.” Ilos, x, 12. And again,
** Be glad then ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the
Lord your God; for he hath given you the former
rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for
you the former rain, and the latter raiu in the first
month,” Joel ii, 23. And James, while exhorting
us to be paticnt unto the coming of the Lord, intro-
duces the same striking figure. when he says, “ Be
patient, therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord., Bchold the husbandman waiteth for the pre-
cious fruit cf the earth, and hath long patience for it,
until be receive the early and the latter rain. Be ye
also patient; stablish your hearts ; for the coming of
the Lord draweth nigh.”

THE SABBATH AND THE “INSTITUTION
OF THE SABBATH.”

“ We believe the institution of the Sabbath to be
universally binding on man; that the Bible Sabbath
is & day of rest after six days of labor; that under
the Mosaic economy that day fell on our Saturday,
but under the Christian, "on our Sunday; and that
the day to be observed was changed by Christ. by
his resurrection from the dead on Sunday—he being
the Lord of the Sabbath, with power to change, ab-
rogate, or ratily it.”—Advent Herald, April 20th,
1856,

Modern theology is very acute. It makes a dis-
tinction between the Sabbath and the institaticn of
the Sabbath. The sword of the Spirit, the word of
God, is, indeed, sharp and penetrating, It divides
asunder soul and spirit, joints and marrow; but it
never divided between the Sabbath of the Lord and
the seventh day. This was left for the more subtil
edge of the theological dissecting knife. The word of
God. it is true, declares that the seventh day is the
Sabbath ; but learned theologians have discovered,
that the Sabbath is a, that is, any day of rest after
siz days of labor.

Hence the Herald-does not venture to say, that
the Sabbath is nniversally binding; but the tneti-
tution of the Sabbath is. Institution is defined by
Webster, Act of establishing, system established. The
institution of the Sabbath then must s.gnify, the act
of establishing the Sabbath, or the system established
by that act. What was the act of establishing the
Sabbath? God labored six days, facluding ‘' our
Sunday,” and rested on the seventh. Then, because
he had restod on the seventh day, he blessed and
sanctificd i¢, This was the act. God blessed and
sanctified the very day of the week on which he rest-
ed, He neither blessed nor sanctified “ our Sunday,”
nor some indefinite day of rest after six of labor.

The next question is, What was the system estab-
lished hy thisact? That man should labor six days
of the established week, the very six on which his
Creator labored, including “ our Sunday,” and that
he should rest on the seventh day, the day on which
God rested. That this is the system established is
proved by the fourth commandment, What are we
commanded to remember? The Rest-day. What
must be kept holy? The Rest-day ; ‘‘keep it holy."
Which day is the Rest-day? The seventh. Whose
rest is it? The Rest of the Lord thy God. “In 1t
thou shalt not do any work.,” For what reason is
this establishment, and when was it established ?
“In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and
rested the seventh day: wherefore (for which rea-
gon) the Lord blessed the Rest-day and hailowed it.”

To substitate a good definition for a word docs not
chango the sense. The Scriptures then are not wrest-
ed by substituting rest for Sabbath. Neither should
we do injustice to the Herald by substituting the true
definition for one of his words. He believes then
i the system established of the Sabbath to be uni-
versslly binding on man.” This is our belief pre-
cisely. We have already shown what system was
established by our Creator for our observance ; and
it still remains to be proved, that that established
system has been vhanged by the only proper author-
ity.

A chango of the Sabbath is impossible. Sabbath
means rest, God rested on the seventh day and that
made it bis Ssbbath-day—his Rest-day. It is the
day on which he rested, Now can h's Rest-day be
changed to another day of the week? Can it be
changed to one of the days on which he labored, and
did not rest? Can the day of Christ’s resurrection
be changed to & day on which he did not arise 7 Can
your birth-day be changed to some other day in the
year—a day on which you were not born? No; it
is imposgible, Then Jehovah’s Rest-day—the Sab-
bath of the Lord our God, cannot be cHanged. It
will remain a trath forever that he rested on the sev-
enth day, and on no other day of the week, It is

-
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impossible for God to lic; therefore he cannot change
this truth into a lie.

“ Wo believe,” says the Herald. Well, your be-
lief will not change the matter; truth will be truth
still. But what do you belicve ?

“That the Bible Sabbath is a day of rest after six
days of labor,”

How did you arrive at that conclusion? There is
no such reading in the Bible. Such a Sabbath is not
mentioned there. The Bible Sabbath is a definite
day. 1t is the Sabbath, the seventh day, the Sab-
bath of ¢he Lord, the holy of the Lord—his holy
day. The Sabbath you mention is indefinite. Tt is
a, one, any, some, no particular, day of rest after six
indefinite days of labor. Such a sabbatic institution
would legve it with every man to choosc his own day,
and bring a state of perfect confusion. God has de-
clared, he is not the author of confusion ; therefore
he is ot the author of such an institution, Bul what
more do you believe 7

**That under the Mosaic econotny that day fell on
our Saturday, but under the Christian, on our Sun-
day.”

{Suc how is this? Is not here a contradiction ?
You just professed your faith in an indcfinite day for
“the Sabbath, and now you believe in two definite
days, one for the Mosaic, and the other for the Chris-
tian economy ! Do you beliove that the second, third,
fourth, fifth, or sixth day of the weck ever was, or
ever will be, the Sabbath 7 I presume vot. Then
why not come up to the point at once, and say that
you believe in two definite Sabbuth days? Why
Jaunch out upon the jndefinite, and, felching a com-
pass, settle down upon the definite 2 L will tell you
how it looks to me. You know that God has re-
vealed one definite Sabbath-day in his word. You
find yourse!f in a vast company who are keeping an-
other definite day, for which there is no definite an-
thority iu the Bible, Under these circumstances,
you can sce no hope for your darling institution, un-
less you can shake and unsettle the fiundation of
God’s holy Sabbath, Therefore the effort to cast the
mist of indefiniteness over it. Thus, the Bible Sab-
bath is an indefinite day. 1t is any day of rest after
six days of labor. But this indefivite day foll, by
chance, on a definite one in ancient time, Ilow rea-
sonable to suppose, that that same indefinite day has,
by some lucky turn of the wheel of fortund, happen-
ed to fall upon another definite day—the very day
upon which Rome and all the world sabbatize ! What
further need of testimony for the first day ? A few
inferences will make the change an absolute certain-
ty! Pardon me, if I misunderstand you. I mean
no offense ; but this is the only light in which I can
view your effort. What is the next article ?

“That the day to be observed was changed by
Christ, by his resurrection from the dead on Sunday.”

The day to be observed was changed! This looks
like transubstantiation. As though the real szventh
day was changed into the veritable first day. But I
recollect myself. Tt was an indefinite day, that stood
right upon the top of Saturday, which was lifted up
and set right over upon Sunday. Who changed the
day ? Christ. Did he teach the change, or giveany
information respecting it? No; he nover said a word
about it, How then did he change it? By his res-
urrection from the dead. If his resurrection alone
could change the Sabbath, how do we know that he
has vot changed it more than once 7 If days can be
changed thus silently, how do we know but that the
day of tho declaration of American independence has
boen changed to the fourth of March, by the ivaugu-
ration of some president on that day7 For myself,
I can form no idea how Clirist could ¢hange the Sab-
bath, and bring men under obligation to keep a new
day, withovt making the change knowu. This he
has never done; therefore I do not believe he chang-
ed it.

But you infer from the saying of Christ, ihat he
was Lord of the Sabbath, that he had * power to
change, abrogate, or ratify it.” Well, suppose he
had all this power. The question still is, Which did

hodo? You say he changed it; another says he
abrogated it ; but Christ himself affirms that he rat-
ified it. I refer you to Campbell’s transiation of
Matt. v, 17.  “ Think not that I am come to subvert
the law or the prophets. T am come not to subvert,
but to ratify.” The Sabbath commandment Wwas a
part of that law, therefore he ratified it. And here
I leave the controversy between you and Him who
cume to rati’y his Father’s commandments ; referring
you to his gracious promise, that whosoever shall
practice and teach them, shall be highly esteemed in
the Reign of heaven. R. F. C,
Mill Grove, N. Y, Feb. 17th, 1857,

LABORS IN ILLINOIS,

I may be a matter of encouragement to the breth-
ren and sisters to learn how the cause of God is pros-
pering here in Whiteside Co. T cawe into this State
about the first of January with Brn. Hart and Ev-
erts on their return from Iowa. I have labored in
connection with them, striving to stir up the church
to “ be zealous and repent,” and in getting the truth
hefore others. Wefound on coming into this State
that the truth had been taking effect in the Heidles-
ton district where Brn. Hart and Everts held meet-
ings last Summer, and where the conference was held
when Bro. White was here. Twelve ia that district
had commenced to keep the Sabbath.

We commenced meetings in the town of Genesee,
in a large school-house, the night after our arrival
here. But few came in at first, but the congregation
continued to increase till the house was crowded. A
deep interest was manifest, as the truths relative to
oar present position, our present duty, and the last
mereiful work of our great High Priest, were hrought
out before the people. We have given twenty dis-
courses there. A thorough search is being made by
the inhabitants there on the Sabbath question. Said
one woman in the neighborhood, speaking of the in-
terest on these subjects, *“ Thero is searcely any thing
else talked of, but these meetings and what is tanght
in tiem.”

After we bad given about fourteen of the above
named discourses, we received a challenge from a
Risciple preacher, to discuss the two following ques-
tions : First. “ The seventh day, or Sabbath, is still
to be observed by Christians.” Second. *The first
day of the week is set apart for Christians to meet
for worship.” Seeing there was quite an anxiety on
the part of the people that we shounld discuss with
the man ; and thinking it might tend to confirm those
who were 1nvestigating ; and fearing if we refused it
might be made to appear to them that we were not
able to meet the arguments of the oppenent, we re-
luctantly consented to discuss with him.

We spent four evenings, each of us occapying from
one hour, to an hour and a half each evening, on the
first question. The opponent’s pesition was that the
law was abolished. When called upon to show
where it was abolished, he took five different posi-
tions. He first claimed that there was no formal re-
peal of it, but a new institution was brought in, and
as two institations of heaven on the same subject
could not exist at the same time, the first must cease
to be in force when the seccond came in, In his next
plea he claimed that the Sabbath was abolished by
Christ when he went with his disciples through the
corn-field. Thirdly. he claimed that when the con-
vention of the apostles was called at Jerusalem to
consider the law of Moses nothing was said concerp-
ng keeping the ten commandments, they were abol-
ished there. Fourthly, he claimed that it was abol-
ished at the cross. 2 Qor. iii; Ool. ii. And lastly,
on the day of Pentecost, * when the apostles were
scated on twelve thrones, (in the regereration—ref-
ormation,) the law for this dispensation was to be
given through them, and they said nothing about the
ten commandments ; therefore they were abolished

there.”’
We endeavored to enforce the idea that the Sab-

bath was based on facts: which facts it wounld be

necessery to remove before the Sabbatic institution
could be set aside. We claimed that the reason we
were to keep the day holy, was that God had made
it holy—"sanctified it.” God had given us a plain
precept to keep that day holy. No repeal of that
precept could be found. And to make the thing more
sure if possible, Christ, the foundation, chief corner-
stone of the church, not only enforced the ten com-
mandments in his teachings, but showed also that
they should all stand * till heaven and earth pass.”

It would be useless to repeat the different argu-
mente introduced in the discussion. But to show
how the minds of the people stood as the resnlt of
this investigation, I will here present an extract from
a petition that was laid on the desk, signed by many
of the most prominent citizens of the neighborhood,
just as we were about to commence the investigation
of the second question :

“Mr. J. N. Loughborough, Dear Sir: We, citizens
of the South-west school district in the town of Gen-
esee, would represent to you, . . . that this Winter
you were delivering a course of lectures, and in the
midst of them you wers challenged to debate the
Sabbath questign, and you accepted. We think that
your oppouent in debate spends too much time in per-
sonal criminations, and yet declares that many of
your arguments go unanswered for want of time, and
we are requested to call upon him at some future
time to reccive their answer.

“ Now Sir, we would much prefer that you would
discontinue this worse than useless discussiom, . . .
and spend what time you have to spare in this re-
gion of conntry in the continuation of the above men-
tioned lectures.

Respectfully yonrs,
Signed by mavy citizens.”

The discussion closed with that evening’s investi-
gation of the second question. The community in
general are convinced that we have the truth on this
question. Several have decided to obey God and keep
all his commandments. Some ten or more have taken
up their cross to keep the Sabbath since these meet-
ings commenced. Last First-day we gave two dis-
courses. Solemn feeling seemed to pervade the minds
of the people.  Still the work of the Lord is moving on,

While we have been atriving to get the truth before
our neighbors, we have strove to enforce upon the
church the necessity of heeding the message the Lord
bas sent to us, This message has shown usin a meas-
ure the Jeavvess we have brought into our own souls,
while we have been wandering away from God and
striving for an earthly inheritance.  We as a church
here have struizgled some before the Lord with fast-
ing and weeping. The Lord has witnessed that he is
on the giving hand, by giviog us sowe of his sweet
Spirit as we have strove to get the doors of our bearts
open. Those differences in fecling, which Satan fas-
tened while we were in a lukewarm state, begin to
vanish as the blessing of the Lord begins to come in.

The Lord is cementing the hearts of his children
together here. We want to realize the awfully sol-
emn time tbat has come upon us, and as we strive
to do it, and the blessed Spirit of Jesus comes into
our hearts, it crowds out the love of this world. But
this is & great work to die to self| to die to the world
and all its charms, to die to sin and all its deceitful-
ness, .Itis not the work of a moment. Once strug-
gling before the Lord will not do it. Satan is loth to
quit his hold upon us. We must struggle in secret
places, and then watch, lest hesteal away the victory
we do get in our hearts.

1 am satisfied when the Lord does bloss us we of-
ten lose the blessing by L:i'lng down our watch.
Sometimes we trifle away God’s Spirit by light and
vain words. O let us remember more, that *for ev-
ery idle word that men speak they shall give account
thereof in the day of judgment.” What a solemn
thought! James tells us, * If any man offend not in
wor(f, the same is a ’?srl‘ect man, and able also to bri-
dle the whole body.

When we declare our freedom in the name of the
Lord, and resolve to press our way through, we take
a stand where Satan’s darts will be hurled at us.
Then, if ever, we need to buckle on_ the armor, know
our weak points, and never lay down our watch.
Victory is for us if we strive for it. I am glad for
the tokens of good I see among God’s people here.
My heart is encou to still toil on, Soon an in.
corroptible crown will richly repay us for all we cn-
dure here for the sake of Jesus.

Your brother striving for the victory.

J. N. Lovcusorouvca.
Round Grove, IUs., Feb, 18th, 1857,
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EVENING PRAISE,

==

Gop of immensity! Great %owcr! From whom
Al ereaturcs draw the breath of life; to whom

The ceascless pmiaes of our souls belong;

To Thee, Almighty One, we kneel to praise

In prayer and adoration. DBend and hear,

Father, thine outstretched arm, thro* light of day,
Our guide hath been and shield. Nor foes annoy,
Nor fears invade, when thy right hand protects.

O great Creator! For the peaceful eve
And balmy dews of twilight, we to Thee
Upon the wings of faith, send vp the son%

And thanks of humble souls. To Thee, O Godl
We owe the softening transports of calm eve,
Its star-lit musings and its pensive smiles.

0 Thou, who curbs the fury of the blast,

Protect us. Thou who rolls the thunders forth,

Aund whelms th’ etherial arch of heaven in flame

Of forked wrath, O deign with tbhy right arm

To shield the children of thy footstool. Thou,

To whom ten thousand thousand angels bow

In humble adoration, from thy throne

Send forth the cherubim and seraphim

To guard our slumbers thro’ the silent light,
lﬁimimble God! beneath whose arm

The ocean trembles, and the mountains quake;

Heav’n glows incrimson smiles; hell groans in wrath;

To Thee ascends our humble prayer” From out

The halo-light around thy heaven-girt throne,

0 deign to smile; and to these darkling sonls

Send beaming forth the raye of love divine,

Eternal God! Jehovah!" Hear and bless.

. [Gen. Evangelist.

Walk Circumspectly.

SeE then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools,
but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are
evil. Eph. v, 15.

God’s law is perfect, converting the soul, and all
his requirements are just, and demand implicit obedi-
ence from all created intelligences. Ile has nev-
er asked nor commanded any of his creatures to per-
form anything that they could not, Then when he
says, Give me thine heart.” ho means aill (not a
part) of the affections ; the whole heart. Ile requires
esact obedience on our part, promising rewards
which are kept in store for the faithfully pious of all
ages, from the foundation of the earth. The Apostle
says, that eye hath not secn, nor ear heard, neither
hath it entered into the heart of man, to conceive
the things which God has reserved in store for them
that Jove him and keep his commandments, Ie de-
clares himself to be a jealous God, visiting the iniqui-
ty of the fathers upon the children, unto the third
and fourth generation of them that hate him; and
when men have deviated from the rule of right, and
have gone contrary to his commands and precepts,
thinking that he would not mark a sin of so small a
matter against them, or that he would not be so par-
ticular as to demaod exact obedience from them, they
have brought themselves into condemnation, and have
become obnoxious in his sight—vessels of wrath fit-
ted for destruction.

e declares himself to be a holy God, one who can-
not look upon sin with the Jeast degree of allowance.
If then he requires us to present ourselves living sac-
rifices, holy and acceptable to him, we must renounce
the world, its vain pomp and glorics, its customs and
fushions, its pride and its power, its wealth, its riches
and vanities, with its Justs and unholy conversation,
that we may be holy and accoptable to him, which is
our reasonable service.

If God demands the heart, it must be the whole
heart. It will not do to offer him something else.
When Ananias and Sapphira kept back part of the
price, God would not accept it, therefore was his
wrath kindled against them, and he slew them.

He demands the strictest obedience to his require-
ments, and will accept of no half-way service. When
Le says, Thou shalt keep holy the Sabbath-day, he
does not mean the firs¢ day, but he means the seventh
day—the day which he has hallowed and set apart
from the rest, and sanctified as his own.

1 bave noticed that some who profess to keep holy
the Sabbath, will themselves rest upon that day,
while their children, or perhaps a relative who has
come to visit them, will labor on that dsy, and not
one word will be said to them. Brethren, this ought
not so to be; for the law is as binding upon your
children, and the stranger within thy gates, as it is
upon you. But says one, * What difference will i¢

make if my kinsman or neighbor who is boarding
with me, works on the Sabbath, if I keep the day as
it ought to be kept, will it not do ?

To such let me answer, God demands obedience;
and *““he that turneth away his ear from Qearing the
law, even his prayer shall be an abomination.” He
required Avanias and his wife to bring all, but they
were covetous and kept back a part of the price. He
therefore commands you, and your children, and the
stranger that resides under your roof, to keep holy
his day, the seventh day, which he has sanctified and

|blessed.

In former times the {ransgressor was made an ex-
ample, and the penalty of the lawimmediately inflct-
ed : now it is otherwise, and God is still of long-suf-
fering toward his erring children. But if the ancients
“escaped not who refused him that spake on earth,
much more shall we not escape if we turnaway from
him that speaketh from heaven.”

The examples set before us in the Bibleare for our
profit as well as the ancients, and they are recorded
for our admonition , and if we heed them not, we are
certainly incorrigible.

Many at the present time transgress the law of
God, and still go unpunished. “With the Bible in
their hands, and the light of the gospel shining all
around them—with the prayers, admonitions, and en-
treaties of their friends, they hearken not to its com-
mandments, and heed not its awful warnings. Will
God’s wrath always delay ? Will he not be avenged
on a people like this? and will he not sweep them
away like the ‘““refuge of lies” in the day of his anger
and fierce wrath ?

Now is the time to walk circuraspectly, because
this generation enjoys greater light and higher privi-
leges than any other before it; andif we heed not the
admonitions of the word of truth, all past genera-
tions will rise up in the Judgment and condemn
this.

Dear reader, the Judgment is now passing, and are
you redeeming the time? The days aro evil, Men
love darkness rather than ligbt, because their deeds
afe evil. How is it with you, brother, sister ? Are
you conscerating all to Christ 7 ordo you still follow
this or that fashion, and are you still found engaging
in light sud trifiing conversation 7 If so you are not
redeeming the time, O hceed the voice of divine wis-
dom, and walk circumspectly, not as fools, who put
off Christ, but as wise, who put on Christ, and walk
in newness of life.

As the Judgment is now about being passed upon
the living, let me exhort you, dear reader, to walk
circumspectly. As you value your life and your sal-
vation, be circumspect. As you would escape all
those things which must shortly come upon the carth,
and stand before the Son of man, walk circuraspectly
and do not plead or even imagine for a moment that
God will accept a substitute instead of that which he
has commanded.

Remember that Jesus has said, * Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven, but ke that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven.”

Walk circumspectly, by Jaying aside every weight
and sin, every idle word, all jesting and foolish talk-
ing, all pride and deception, and all indulgence in ey-
ery thing which God bates. Then will our light
shine, and our influence wiil be like leaven hid in a
measure of meal.

Ilow powerful is example, especially in those who
we know to be holy. How it reflects like & mir-
ror, * the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all
men,” It has saved thousands. Brother, sister,will
thine save one? God requires us to be holy, and if
we wish to be found without fault and stand upon
the sea of glass, we must be pure in heart.

Let us then walk circumspectly, not as fools, but
as wise, redeeming the time because the days are evil.

E. O. Meacnam.

Savanna, Ilis.

The Interpretation of Seripture.

Enowina this first that no prophecy of the scripture
is of any private interpretation; for the prophecy

came not in old time by the will of man; but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Iloly
Ghost. 2 Pet. i, 20, 21.

My design in this article is not to enter into any
lengthy argument respecting prophecy, but simply
to notice a fow points relative to the difference be-
tween private interpretation, and that given to us by
boly men. What I understand to be private interpreta-
tion, is that we should not consult men’s private
opinions relative to any point of truth given us in
the Scriptures. !

We find at the present day, that most men who
profess to take the Bible for their rule of faith and
practice, instead of doing what they profess, are ready
and willing to endorse the views and opinions of some
celebrated theologian, or commentator, and thus give
the lie to their profession. Men have become so in-
fidel in their principles, and their minds so poisoned
by the spirit of the world, the deceitfulness of riches,
and self-aggrandizement, that instead of leading the
honest inquirer after trutb, in the way to heaven,
they will teach them to follow in their own wake,
and thus drown them in perdition.

The apostle Paul cites our minds to a higher fount-
ain for instruction. For whatsoever things were writ-
ten aforetime were written for our learmuog, that we
through patience and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope. Rom, xv, 4.

¥rom this text we aro referred to holy men who
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. But
many argue that because our world is filled up with
unlearned ao illiterate men, the principles tanght in
the Scriptures cannot be brought to bear upon, or
rightly impress, the mind, without the aid of the
learned.

In order to illustrate the position I have taken, I
wish to take from the scriptures two points, and Jay
by the gide of them God’s rule of interpretation, and
also tho opinions of men, in order to show the fallacy
of the latter. The first is in relation to the parable
of the rich man and Lazarus. By private interpreta-
tion we are taught that this parable goes directly
to prove man’s condition in death, that the righteous
immediately after death enter into all the comforts
and enjoyments of the kingdom of God; while the
wicked at the same time are in conscious misery.

According to the laws of interpretation and lan-
guage, atl parables in order to represent the things to
which they relate, are to be explained as wholly
literal, or wholly figurative ; and as the above para-
ble canuot be taken in a literal sense, they are oblig-
ed, in-order to prove their position, to explain it as
partly literal and partly figurative, which destroys
all harmony and the true sense of language,

God has given us a perfect rule by which we can
measure the Holy Scriptures, and restore harmony
through all parts; that is, by lotting them staud as
their own interpreter. I propose making an applica-
tion of this rule to the above parable. Let us look
at the organism of man. And the Lord God forined
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into hLis
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
son), Gen. i), 7. It appears evident that after he
was formed from the dust of the ground, before God
breathed into him the breath of life, he was desti-
tute of any knowledge, or mind : but the very act of
breathing into him, produced a state of consciousness
or a principle susceptiblo of knowledge. This I uo-
derstand to be the true condition of man in his or-
ganization.

Now let us look at him in death, when the breath
leaves the body. Then shall the dust return to the
earth as it was, and the spirit (or breath) shall return
unto God who gave it. Ecel. xii, 7. We learn
from this, that at death man returns back to the
same condition that he was in before he became &
living soul. From these premises we conclude that
mind is the result of organization, and cannot exist
without it. When the principle Jeaves the body
which causes it to act, it returns to its original ele-
ments.

I will bring forward one more testimony. Put
not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in
whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he

.
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returncth to his earth j in that very day his thoughts
perish.  Ps. cxlvi, 3, 4.- This by measuring this
parable by the true rule, the popular doctrine of &
copscious intchmedinte stato, vanishes.

The second poiwt which I purpose to notice is in
relation, to the Sabbath. We are referred to the cir-
cumstance of Christ’s meeting with his disciples on
the first day of the week, @ great point in the popu-
lar theory, to tlie establishment of a first day Sab-
bath. Weare told that the disciples met together
to honor the dny in which Christ rose from the dead,
thus making it pre—cmmcnt over the seventh, inas-
much s tho work of redemption is greater than the
work of creation.

In order to get at the truth of this matter, we will
lay it by the side of the great standard, and see how
it will correspond.  When the two disciples returned
from Emmans to Jerusalewm they found the eleven
gathered together, saying, The Lord is risen indecd,
and hath appeared unto Simon. And they told what
things were done in the way, and how he was known
of them in breaking of bread. And as they thus
spake, Jesus himsclf stood in the midst of them, and
suid uuto them, Peace be unto you. But they were
terrified and aflvighted, and supposed they had scen
a spirit,  Luke xxiv, 33, 37.

I ask licre how they could haye met for that pur-
posc, when they did not know, neither would believe,
that he had arvisen, This would be contrary to all
Bibje rule of interpretation.  DBul the prephet Danicl
well understood the wnatter when he said, The wize
ghall wnderstand. The last end of the true church
will not taper down to nothing, but, according to the
true Witness, their eyes will be anointed with eye-
galve that they may sce, and beclad in whito raiment,
and will be ready for a removal from this sin-cursed
carth, to the beautiful heights of mnount Zion ,that al-
ready appear in the distance, F. Gouwp.

Randolph, V.

——— _
COMMUNICATIONS.

e
o Thcn lhc) that fonred tho Lord spnko often ono to another.””

A S S atis L r At it N NI AN S N

From Bro. Doroas.

Bro. Syrrn: Permit me to say that Bro. Cornell
has Leen down here among us in Ohio, ¥in the dem-
onstration of the Spirit and with power,” so that we
cheerfully acknowledge that his work has been the
i work of God.  We have not only been faithfully ad-
vised of our true condition as the Laodiceans; but 1
wish here to humbly confess that I have beon made
to feel my truly abhorrent character before God. 1
have seen clearly that prideand selfishness have been
mixed with all that [ havo done. And I feel confi-
dent that had it not been that we are living under the
“hetter covenant,” God would have cut me down as
hie did Dathan and Abiraw, who acted so inconsider.
ately Lefore the Lord, as I have too often done. T
consider my conduct towards Bro. White, in reprov-
inz him before the Conference last Spring at Battle
Creck, with perfeet shame.  Also my opposition in
general to those who were “set for the defense of
the gospel.” 1 do sincerely hope that the brethren
will freely forgive me all, as I believe the Lord has,
and I hubly trust that a zealous and therough re-
form has commenced in me, which may the Lord
grant for his name’s sake,

Also the article that appearcd in the Review a
short time ago respecting the Office debt, I wish to
recall, considering it out of place, and subversive of
the end for which it was intended. I begleave, how-
cver, to say that the continual appearance of the de-
linquency in the ftevicw, without being materially
reduced, was the inducement to my speaking out as
I did, I ask the forgiveness of those dear brethren
and sisters who were grieved with it

1 have never scen tire work of God as I have with-
in the fow last weeks; and have no doubt but that
we are in “the hour of his judgment.,” The work of
the judgment at the conferenceat Bro. Ilutchins, was
truly a solemn work. Since that time I have been
reading and comparing (most of tho time) the visions
of the Lord to sister White, with the original scrip-
tures, especially the prophecies relative to this time,

and have mever seen their exoellcnco and uso so
clearly as at present.

I feel to teke courage in that I have been chastised
of the Lord, and have not fainted ; though at the first
it did not seem joyous, but gricvous. Now I thank
the Lord that he has pot left me to my own way.

Yours striving for the victory.
J. Dorcas.

Fremont, Ohio, Feb, 10th, 1857,

From Sister Richmond.

Bro. Smitu: I would say that the Review is
a welcome messenger, It comes laden with stir-
ring truths, that are just fjlted Yo the wants of the
remnant. I feel thankful and praise the Lord that
he is pointing out the way so plain, and that light is
shining on our pathway. O that we might be ena-
bled to walk in the light, and not be left to say be-
cause we have so much light and truth, that we are
rich and increased in goods and have nced of nothing;
but know that we are wretched, miserable, poor, blind
and naked. )

I feel to confess that T have been too lukewarm in
the service of the laed. I mean hy his help to heed
the counsel, and buy gold tried in the fire, aud white
raiment, and eyc-salve that I may see. Iwant to see
my heart as it is seen by the all-scarching eye of Je-
hovah. I want to feel deeply over every besetting
sin, and be zealons and repent, and open the door of
wy heart that the Saviour may come in and take up
his abode with me.

O that we all might have ears to hear what the
Spirit saith unto tho churches, and remember that
Jesus is saying, “Behold T stand at the door and
knock, if any man hear my voice, and open the door,
I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me.”

Dear brethren and sisters, is not the condescension
of Jesus encugh to stir us to action ? If not, I fear
we never shall awake; but will be left to be spued
out of the the Lord’s mouth and be lost forever. O
may the Lord help us to return unte him with al)
our hearts, and with fasting, and weeping, and mourn-
ing. 'Who knoweth if he will return, and repent, and
leave a blessing behind him ?

I want to have on the whele armor and seek meck-
ness, It may be I shall be hid in the day of the
Lord’s anger. I ecarnestly desire an interest in the
prayers of the brethiren and sisters, that I may arise
from this Jukwarm state which I have been in.

From your unworthy sister,
Evecra Ricumonp,

Ashfield, Mass., Feb, Tth, 1857.

From Bro. McAndrew.

Bro. Santu: It is more than two years since I be-
came acqunmled with your views. I was an easy
Lconvert to most of them. The keeping of the Sab-
bath cost me considerable; but T believe what the
Psalmist says, In keeping of God's Commandments
there is gréat reward, I havs been entangled with
the things.of time for & number of years past, but
with God’s blessing I hope soon to be free. Our Sa-
viour has told us not to be anxious about what we
shall eat or drink, or wherewithal we shall be cloth-
ed, but-to seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added un-
to us. Matt. vi; 31-3.L

I agree with you folly as regards tea, tobaceo, &e.,
and in my practice for five years past, have gone fur-
ther than that; for there are a great many other
things in common uso that are very prejudicial to
health ; and body and mind are so closely connected,
that what impairs the bodily vigor, darkens and clonds
the mind.

In dictctic habits we might learn a uscful lesson
from God’s ancient children ; for we may be sure that
whatever God prohibited, was for the wisest ends;
and swine’s flesh is one of the abominations spoken
of in Isaiah lxv, 4; Ixvi, 17, of which the Jews were
forbidden to eat; also the fat of animals, &c. And
not only the Jews, but other nations knew the prop-

erties of swine’s ficsh ; for the very name in Latin is
significant—scrofa, a sow—{rom which, some writ-

ers say, the disease known as acrofuln took |ts name,
as that animal was very subject to the disease. And
where animal food is partaken of, as a necessary con-
sequence its properties enter into the system, and en-
gender many of those diseases to which flesh is heir,

And again, the constant use of superfine flour and |

concentrated victuals, highly scasoned, are among
the many inventions which help to ruin our race;
that make us & miserable, short-lived, groaning peo-
ple.  Wheat is onc of the best grains for the nourish-
ment of man, but made into superfine flour it is rob-
bed of its best qualities. If we use it as the ancient
Jews, or as the Syrians now do, then indeed would
it be the staif of life.

I can give it as my experience after five years® tri-
al, that a vegetable diet, (as it is called,) without ani-
mal food of any kind, is far the best for insvring
health of body and vigor of mind. The light on this
subject has been very abundant for many years.
Howard, the philanthropist, Newton and a host of
others, who subsisted on a plain wholesome diet, and

accomplished great things, give abundant testimony to |

its superiority,

As followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, we are
called upon te mortify the flesh, with its affections
and desires, and to live soberly, righteously and god-
ly in this present evil world, Jooking for that blessed
hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us,
that he might redeem us from all iniguity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
Titus i, 12=14 ; Col. iii, 5. But how can we be so,
if in our dict we do everything to stir up and stimu-
late the corruption of our nature?

We are commanded—svhether we cat or drink, or

whatsoever we do, Lo do all to the glory of God. 1
Cor. x, 31.  God glories in the happiness of his crea-
tures here, and their fitness for eternal bliss; but is
not glorificd in our groans and tears, on account of
our bodily pains.

God is dishonored generally ; for all the sickness,
pain and death,are ascribed to his providenco ; but the
Bible says that the curse causeless will not come ;
[Prov. xxvi, 2; ] and one has wisely remarked that
there is no atonement, no forgiveness, for physical
sin, We must bear the penalty. A wa'ch-maker
has no glory if the work of his hands is always out
of order ; ueither has our Father by our sins, moral
and physical.

We have a striking example in the case of Daniel
and his three companions. They refused to defle
themselves with the king’s meat, but chose rather
pulse and water. Dan. viii, 21. Daniel knew well
the influence diet had on the mind, and in that he sery-
ed God,and wasa man greatly beloved, and if we would
escape the plagues that are shortly fo come, we must
be pure soul, body and spirit; and may God help us
all so to act, that we may be fit for a place in that
kingdow where Christ shall reign.

Yours in the faith. W, McAxprew,

Ypsilanti, Mich., Feb, 11th, 1857.

Extracts from Letters.

Bro. D. Chase writes from Fairhaven, Mass,, Feb.
4th, 1857: ““The brethren here and in Dartmouth
are agreed, gencrally, that we aro of that class who
are poor, wretched, miserable, blind and naked, and
are endeavoring to be zealous and repent, and to ob-
tain the tried gold, white raiment and eye-salve, that
we may be rich, clothed, and see.

“T rejeice to hear that the cause is rising ip the
West, and that there is an effort to get ready for the
loud cry of the Third Angel. I hope that wo shall
al} realize that we are in theantitype of the passover,
in which no leaven was to be used. Let us purge
out the old leaven, that we may be a new lump; for
even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us; there-
fore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither
with the lcaven of malice and wickedness ; but with
the unleavened bread of sincerity. and truth. 1 Cor.
v, 7, 8. ~In the type it is said, That soul ghall be cut
off from the congregation of Israel, whether he bo &
stranger or born in the land. Ex. xii, 19. See also
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Diagram of the Day of the L.ord.

In the beginning of the day

THE ONE THOUSAND YEARS' DAY OF JUDGMENT ON THE WICKED.

By J. B, Frisble.
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must be after the
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in tho doy of the Lord.
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[Tsa. xlil, 9; 1 Thes v, 2,
» 11,] when the saints

08~
attho samo time thut the wicked reccive their onrlu&ng punishment wgluh

verse 8. And they shall eat tho flesh in that night,
and unleavened bread, and with bitter herbs. We
must expect to have bitter trials and persecutiove ;
for they will surely come. But let us be patient,
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Jamesv,7,
8. T believe this generation will not pass away be-
fore our glorious Saviour will be revealed in all his
glory.”
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A A S

Did Paul Preach Seventysoight Sabbaths at
Oorinth Te=Acts xvIil.

——

To some this may seem a sirange question. It is
strange that it should be necessary to ask it. But as it
bas boen denied by our opponents, and the assertion
made that such a declaration was either the result of ig-
norance or willful perversion on the part of Sabbatarians,
it may bo well to notice it.

Verse 1. « After these things Paul departed from Ath-
ens and came to Corinth.* .

Versed. « And hercasoned in the synagngue every Sab-
bath, and persuaded the Jewsand the Grecks;” and after
the coruing of Silas and Timothaus,being pressed in Spirit
Le testified that Jesus was the Christ; and when they
oppased themselves, blasphomed, &c., he shook his rai-
ment, and said that trom heneeforth he would turn to the
Gentiles, Verses 5,6,

Here says the opponent, is the end of Paul’s preaching
on the Sabbath in Corinth. But let us see.

Verse 7. ¢ And he departed thence,” (whence? From
the synagogue. Where was the synagogue? In Cor-
inth) «and entered into & certain man’s house named
Justus,” (where was this house?) “ whose house joined
lard to the synagogue!” And the obief ruler of the syn-
agogue and all his house believed, “and many of the
Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.”
Verse 8, Then Paul is in Corinth yet,

Verse 9. “Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by
a vision, Be not afraid but speak and kold not thy peace ;
for I am with thee, and no mah shall set on thee to hurt
thee; for I have much people in this cify.” What city?
Corinth, «And he continued there a year and six
months (which would include seventy-oight Sabbaths)
teaching the word of God among them,” Verses 10, 11.

Tlhe record ig now fairlybeforeus. All the departuro Paul
made, was from the Jewish synagogue to the house of
Justus which was hard by. He continued in the city a
rear and six months. And although itis stated that

i Paul while he had the uso of the synagogue reasoned eve

ery Sabbath, which is not distinetly stated after the place
of bLismeetings was changed from the synagogue toa
house hard by, still we have the command of the Lord
to him to “speak and hold not Lis peace;” and we do
not believe that Paul was disobedient to the heavenly
“ vigion,” )

To acsert on these premisos that Paul did not «speak”
but held his peace, on the Sabbath dyring his sojours in

! Corinth, is an assertion as groandless as it is gratuitous.

Those who make it seem to be endeavoring to creep out
of a key-hole to avoid unfavorable conclusions, rather
thau fairly meeting, and acknowledging the force of, true
Apostolic Example.

A

Corrgortox. In the article from Bro. Bates pullished

' in No. 13, in the 5th paragraph 5tk line, for «Zand of the

covenant,” read « bond of the covenant,” d&ec.

¢~ Bro. Butes’ labors in western Michigan arc now
olosed, and he arrived at this place last evening, the 23rd.
He is now froe to labor in the eastern part of the state if
brethren may wish.

Communication from Bro, Loughborough.

Draw Brerarex axn Sisrens:—1 am constrained to be-
lieve that it is my duty to say a few words to you through
the Revisw. 1 have been silent altogetber too Jong.

About the first of last October I moved from Roches-
ter, N, Y., to Wawkon, Iowa. My intention was not,
howaver, to move away from the work of God; but I in-
tended to spend most of the Winter in striving to get
the truth before the people; and I thought in the Bum-
mer season I should labor and su#fain’ myself, and hold
meetings Sabbaths and First-days, as the way opened.
This mdnner of laboring in the cause of God I kad ever
been opposed to, until it came to my own case. I often
compared it (when speaking of thoee who were thus la-
boring) to a horse fastened in a pasture with a rope; he
can go just to the end of his rope and no further. So
those who labor for themselves through the weck, and
in the cause of the Lord Sabbaths and First-days, avo
limited toa cirele: they can go no farther than o far; if
they do they cannot get back to have the whole of their
timao to themselves, 1 believe now if the Lord calls us
into his work, he calls us to be kis servants,and our time
should be wholly given to him.

When I arrived in Iowa, I foond things different from
what I bad planned. Those of the brethren who had
moved there, wereallin debt, Ihad used up my meansin
getting there; a cold Winter was before me, and 1 saw
no other way for me than to labor with my hands. ]
commenced working at joiner work, thinking I would
earu something to support my family, and then start out
and labor in the cause. I folt sad as I commenced my
work, whenever I thought of the suffering cauvse of
God. Worldly prospects brightened up before me, and
ere I was aware my heart was reaching out after a treas-
ure here. My affections began to get hold of this world,
and I began to lose my interest in the Reviow, to lese my
love for the brethren and the cavse of God. At times
when about my work, solemn convictions of my daty
would roll upon me, and it would then seem to me that
1 raust throw my whole energies into the cause of God,
or die. I struggled against my ¢onvictions. and they
became less and less. I would promive myself that by
and by I would labor in the cause of God.

When the testimony first began to appear in the 2.-
view on the Laodicean church, I thought it describ-
ed my condition. As I read, tho Spirit of the Lord
touched my hoart a little, but I with others soon struck
against it. About tbree weeks before Bro.and Sr. Whize
made their visit to Wawkon, we began ta feel that we
were in a low state, and hegan to ery to the Lord to
work for us, I believe the Lord answered, and sent his
own servants to accompligh lis work for us. The result
of this meating has been thus far already published in
tho Review. The Lord set home the testimony to the
Laodiceans by his Spirit vpon our hearis, It scems to
me that the Lord’s Spirit would not thus accorupany a
testimony that was untrue, DBrethren, I' beliave it is true
that we are the Laodicean church. The exhortation is
10 us, to * be zealous and ropent,” 1 was fpound « wreteh-
ed, snd misorable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”
I would here say to those brethren among whom 1 bave
labored in the past, I foel that I hare lacked zeal in the
cause of God. My example has not been what it shonld.
I have suffered myself to talk too much of things of this
world I haye not bad that sobriety at all times that be-
comes those holding such solemn truths as we belicve at
the present time. 1 am now striving to hee) the coun-
sel of the true Witness, and buy gold, white raiment and
eye-salve. I see by the language of this message that
we are brought to decisive moments, It will now be
with us, rise or fall. We can either “ bo zealous aund re-
pent,” or bo “ spued out’’ of tho mouth of Jesus, If we
still remain in a lukewarm and indifferent state, he will
not confess our names before the Father in this judgment
work that is upon us. °

Dear brothren, as we desire salvation, let s be entreat-

ed to arise. We can do it, not in our own strength; but
Josus proffors to help us. He wants to help us. Heis
knocking at the doorof our hearts for us to let him in,
&0 that he can help us. What a scene is here! Jesus,
powerful and lovely," majestic and glorious, mighty to
save, knooks for admittance, Who? He that left the
realms of glory and died for you, and died for me that
we might live, What wondrous love! He was tempted
as we are, he can feel for us, he wants to save us. He
wants to fit us for glory, and take us to dwell with him.

ded his heart, pierced his side afresh, but yet he srands
knocking, Why don’t you let kimin? He isabout to leave
you, and who will be to blame but yon if he should? He
has knocked, but you have eaidin your heart, By and by,
but I must attend to this thing or that now. But, sir, he
is knocking for the last time, he is about turning away,
O don't let him goaway! Open your heart and let him
in, Leave the trifles of earth, They will avail you
nothing in the day of wrath. Will we not let hia earn-
est entreaties touch our bearts? Come in, blessed Sa-
viaur, is the response of my heart.

We, brethren, have struggled on in our own strength
to overcome. I say in our own strength, for we bave
uot overcome. If we had strove all this time in the
name of Jesus, should we not have made more progress?
[tscems to me, bad we enjoyed his salvation in ourconls,
we had not wandered thus away from God. Faith over-
comes the world. We have lacked it, Jesns has beheld
our lost condition without him. He bas cast a pityiug
look towards us. He proffers anew to come in and help
ue to overcome. Our only hope of salvation is to open
the door of our hearts and let the Saviour in. Let us be
entreated to do it. J. N. Lo¥cuBoRorGH.

Round Grove, Ills., Feb. 1Tth, 1857,

Business Items,

A. 8. Hutchins:—S. Benson has been marked for only
one copy ever since the reception of your letter. The
other copy lias been sent to F. A. Crane, though the
name was accidentally entered at Barton Landing instead
of Wolcott.

E. O, Meacham:—C. W. Taber commenced with No. -
[T Vol viii. -

J. G. Post:—You are credited to Vol. x.

E.Pratt:—Your rpe:‘p«.w has been sent regularly to Adri-
an ever since ordered.

E. Goodwin and othersi—We have no charts at our
Oftice. All that can be wpared throughont the country
will probably be wantod soon. Please retain those you
have on hand till called for.

“ A Priend":—The given name is Andrew.

Books Sexr. P. A. Rockwell, Vt. M. M. Qlover, Mich.
J. W, Stewart, Ohio, (by cx%ress.) E. Pratt, Mich, C. W,
Sperry, Vt. Wm, Lawton, N, Y. J. M. Lindsay, N.Y.
Geo. Cobb, Me. S. Howland, Me. L. B, Kendall, 'Vt.

Recelpts,

Annexod to each recolpt In the following lst. fsthe Volume and Number
of te * Kuview and Horald” 70 which the money recelptod pays [ movey
fur the paper §s not 1o dne time ackeowledged, immodiate votice ot e
visission sbould theo be givon,

FOR REVIEW AND HERALD.

A, Barton 1,00,x,1. Geo. T. Smith 2,00,xi,1. L. Adams
1,00,viii,14. C. Rice 1,64,xi,17. R. 8, Bennet 1,00,xiii,1. M.
M. Riehmond 1,00,5,1. H. C. Lewis 1,00,xi,1. Wm. Law-
ton gi copies) 3,00,x,1. J. K. Belnap 1,00,x,1. J. M. L. (for
W, H. Edson) 0,50,x,17. J. M. L. (for J, Reed) 0,50,x,17.,
E. Cooley 1,00,xi,l. C. Howland 1,00x,1." E Clark
1,00,ix,21. G. B. Wileox 1,00,x,17. Mary Curtis 1,00,xii,1.
Alpha Yorty 1,00,ix,l. Sr. E. Cooley (25 cts. each for
1. Qurtis, and L. Randall) 0,50,x,4. J. C. Day 1,00,x,17.
D. Rice 0,50,x.17. H, Lamb 0,50,x,17. E. Locke 0,50,x,17.
M. Nash 1,00,x,9. Mary Adderton 1,50,x,14.

For Restew 1o Poor. A friend §1. R. B. Abbey §2,

For Orrioe Revter. J. M. Lindsay § 2,50. A Lover
of Truth 10, A. M. Lane §1.

For Boox Fusp. R. S. Bennett, 7. D. Arnold,
Wm. Treadwell, G W. Davis, Wm. Lawton, each & 5.
M. Ross, $2  E. Davis, T. Finch, J. Green, V. Wiard,
cach 1. Ch. in Bath, N.. Y. §11,25. A. Ross, 14,

What condescension! We have slighted his mercy, woun- |

2% ettt iy




