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CHRISTIAN CALMNESS DISTURBED,

Wi walked beside a tranquil stream

The sun bad tinged with its parting beun ;
The water was still, and so crystal cleur
That every spray bad its image there,

And every reed that o’cr it howed,

And the crimzon streak, and the silvery cloud,
Aud all that was bright, and ll that was fair,
And all that was gay, was reflected thore,

And they said it wos like the chastenod breast
hat religion soothes to a holy rest,

When sorrow has tamed the impassioned eye,

And the bosom reflects its expected sky,

But I took a stone that lay beside,

Aud cast it far on the glassy tide,

And gone was the chiarm of the pictured scene,
Aud the sky so bright, aud the landscape green.

And I bade them mark how au idle word,
Too lightly s1id, and too decply heard,
Or o harsh reproof, or a look unkind,

May spoil the peace of the heavenly mind,

Though sweet be the peace, and holy the calm,
And the heavenly beam be bright and warm,
The beart that it gilds is all as weak

As the wave that reflccts the crimson streak.

Yon cannot impede the celestial ray,

That lights the dawn of eterral day ;

But g0 may you trouble the bosom it cheers,

"Twill ecase to be true to the image it bears,
—Caroline Fry.
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I chargo theo therofore befure God, aud the Lord Jeaus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and tho dead nt his appearing and his kingdon

PREACH THE WORD. 2Tim iv, 2.
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THE RETURN OF THE SPIRIT TO GOD.

BY ELD. J. N. ANDREWS,

TeXT—“Thoen shall the dust returo to the earth as it was; and
the spirit sball 1eturn unto God who gave it Eeol. xil. 7.

Tuis text is the exact counterpart of Gew. ii, 7.
“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul.”

One text tenches how man was first formed. The
other text makes known the process of his dissolution.
What God did in creating, death wndoes by dissolving.
How did death get the power to step in and undo the
Creator’s work? Man forfeited his right to live by
sinning against God. Death entered by sin. Row. v,
12. Death, then, has an evil parentage. In fact, it
has a bad character in the book of God; it is not a
friend, but an enemy ; and so serious and formidable a
foe is it that its destruction is made the subject of spe-
cial promise to the people of God. 1 Cor. xv, 26. The

power of death Satan himself has controlled. Heb. ii,
14, Death came from the Devil, just as life came
from God.

God gave to man life, and instructed him that if he
would obey him he should continue to live. Gen. ii.
The Devil telling Eve that she should, by sioning, be
introduced to a higher life, brought death upon our
race. Milton's idea that death is the child of sin and
Satan, is strietly true.

But many at the present time believe death to be
the gate to endless joys! Death, as they imagine, is
the door whereby the Christian enters Heaven! By
what means was this door created 7 By man's rebell-
ion against God. Who was the chief agent in promoting
this transaction? The Devil! What does Jesus oall
him because of this work? A murdercr. John viii,
44. If death is the door of Heaven, Satan bas filled
the office of door-keeper of Heaven, for he has had the
power of death.

One of the principal proofs that men reach Heaven
by dying, is found in our text which is so often quoted.
“The spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”
Does this prove that death ushers men into Heaven ?
Please consider before you answer. If so, please ob-
serve that this text is not descriptive of the case of the
righteous only; it is spoken of death as the common
lot of man. Then we get all men into Heaven by dy-
ing, whatever may become of them afterward. Can
it be {rue that every wicked man is to enter the gates
of the holy city when he dies?! See Rev. xxi, 27;
xxii, 14, 15,

But does not this text really teach the entrance of
the righteous into Heaven at death? Not unless it
does that of the wicked also; for the textis descriptive
of the common portiou of mankind. The infirmities of
old age are first described, and then the dissolution of
man in death. The fact is, Solomon is admonishing
the young men to attend Lo the service of God before
these infirmities come on which lead to final dissolu-
tion. If it were only one class spoken of, it would be
rather the wicked than the righteous, for Solomon
would not have & young man grow up to these infirmi-
ties and consequent dissolution unprepared.

1t is the unbuilding of the man after the infirmities
of old age have worn out all his strength, that Solomon
describes; it is not his translation to Heaven. The
Lord God formed the man out of the dnst of the
ground. Death causies that dust to return to the earth
as it was before it formed the man. If God does the
first work, it is not God that destroys it. No; indeed.
An enemy is the doer of all this.

“The spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”
There is a record of the giving of the spirit by God.
When he bhad formed the man from the dust, he
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man
became & living soul. Now when death dissolves the
man, this very thing which God gave to man, returns.
What comes from God returns to God, just as what comes
from earth returns to earth. Then what better proof
can we have that men are happy with God when they
die? Who can deny a blissful existence to the spirits
of wen in the presence of God ! And what will you do
now wilth all the texts you adduce to show that in
death there is no remembrance of God; that the
thoughts-of men perish jn death; that they sleep in

silence till the heavens pass away ; that they aro to be
satisfied when they wake in Christ’s likeness; and that
if there were r* resurrection there would be no advan-
tage obtained even by faithful Paul? Do not set these
ideas aside too hastily; they are all ideas of men in-
spired of God. See Ps. vi, 6; Tsa. xxxviii, 18, 19;
Ps. exlvi, 4; Job xiv, 12, 13; Ps. xvii, 15; 1 Cor.
xv, 32,

But if the spirit goes back to God, must it not be
happy in his presence? And must it not know infi-
nitely more than while the man lived? Those who ask
such questions overlook one point in the text, and that
point is the key to the whole subject. That which
goes to God once came from kim. You infer that in re-
turning to God the spirit enters upon a blissful exist-
ence in his presence. Have you well considered the
point? It exists in God’s presence, after it has re-
turned, with just as conscious an exisience as it bad
before it came from him. No more goes back than
came, It is no more exalted when it leaves man to go
back to God, than when it left God to come to man.

Did the spirits of the dead once live with God, then
leave him and come and live with men and then return
to live again with God ? It would be very absurd to
affirm it. Somebody ought to remember something
about living once in the presence of God before living
in this world of sorrows. Why not some one recollect
about this?

But if that be so, how much better off to have al-
lowed us to stay in Heaven when we were there, than
to send us into this world of sorrow, pollution, and
crime. To be sure if this text be rightly expounded
by the popular exposition, everybody gets back when
they die; but even then how much better is dissolution
than creation. How much more beneficent the work
of Satan in introducing death which returns us all to
Heaven, than the work of the Creator which took eur
happy spirits all out of Heaven to live in sorrow, sin,
and pain !

The reader will see that there is just as much of
bliseful existence for the spirit after this life as before
it. What came from God to enable the man to live,
returns to God when he ceases to live.

There has been one grand act of the Creator in
which he bestowed that upon man which at death he
takes from bim. God gave to Adam, when he formed
him, the breath of life, and man, thus formed, became
a living soul. It even says God breathed this into
man’s nostrils. This was what gave Adam life.
Elihu tells us that ““the breath of the Almighty " gave
to him **r1ve;” i, e, by giving it to the common fa-
ther of mankind. Job xxxiii, 4.

What God gave to Adam was not an angel of glory
to dwell in his body formed of dust. If it had been,
what a misfortnne to that heavenly being! Noj; it
wasg simply “rnire.” Having made the man, God gave
him life. When man had forfeited his right to live,
God told him he must return to the ground out of
which he was taken. Gen. iii. And so when Adam
closed his eyes in death, the great Creator took again
to his own keeping that life which Adam gave up.
God desigus that men shall live again, He helds all
in his hand till the hour shall arrive to give them life
thesecondtime. Jesns said thathe laid down his lifethat
he might take it up again. John x. And so when dy-
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ing commended his spirit, or life, to his Father’s
hands.

Adam had his life from God. We have ours from
Adam. Adam forfeited his right to live or God wonld
never have taken from him that breath of life by which
he was made alive. That being taken from him he
had just as much life as he had before it was given
him, which was none atall. That which God breathed
into his nostrils being taken from him by the Author
of his existence, has just as much thought and knowl-
edge as before being given to Adam, which was no
knowledge at all.

He did not put within Adam a living, conscious, or-
ganized being from glory, but the man being organ-
ized out of dust, God put the principle of life in him,
i. ¢, he made him alive.

Our life is from Adam. It is not immortal life, The
facts are too palpable to believe thus of ourselves.
Life is transmitted from parents to children. What
vast multitudes of living beings perish without ever
seeing the light, 4. e., withont ever being born. Yet
they had life. And so life exists in that which pre-
cedes embryotio existence. But in all this there is no
immortality., We cannot take from the first Adam
what he bad not to give. Nor can we find in death,
which is the fruit of sin, the door back into that Par-
adise from which sin ¢caused us to be expelled. But,
thank God, the second Adam can give us a life that
shall never end. *‘ For ag the Father hath life in him-
‘gelf, so hath he given to the Son to have life in him-
gelf.” John v, 26. Death cannot convey us to the
presence of God; but the resurrection shall show us
the path of life, and ‘““so shall we ever be with the
Lord.”

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS ON BIBLE SUBJECTS.

——

PROGRESS.

We have a journey to make to the heavenly city. It
is not a trifling task to fulfill this journey. The steps
to be taken are numerous, and some of them cause us
pain ; rather they require mnch painfol effort and un-
ceasing care and labor. I meet with many persons
who feel certain they are making progress heaven-
ward when I fail to discover wherein they have gained
any ground in months, or perhaps years. The expla-
nation seems to be this: The world is making a fearful
rush toward perdition. The man who makes no ad-
vancement in the way to life, and who may be even
slowly but steadily tendingtoward perdition, as he ob-
gerves the world pass him with such speed in that di-
rection, may even suppose that he is really making con-
siderable progress toward the city of God. I may
illnstrate this by the fact that often when looking out
of the car windows, on one side, I believe my car to
beadvancing when it is really standing still, and I am
deceived by seeing a train that is going the other
way. Looking out of the other side of the car shows
me my mistake. I then see that we are not advancing
at all. Sometimes that we are even losing ground.
We need not be deceived. We are not to compare our-
gelves with others, but with Christ. Are we any more
like him in any Christian grace to-day than we were
one year since?

THY WILL EE DONE.

This is an element that forms a part of every accep-
table petition. Perfeet submission to the will of God
must mingle with every prayer if we would have the
prayers we offer ascend as incense before God. Prayer
is not an effort to hdve God yield his preference to
ours. Far from it. Itis the language that the Spirit
of God enablos us to utier that we may spread our
wants before God. Prayer is not addressed to God to
prepare him to give, but it is to ‘prepare us to receive.
Prayer offered by the Son of God under the most ag-
onizing ciroumstances contained this most striking
olause : ‘“ Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”
Matt. xxvi, 39. What an example to ns!

Hezekiah is an example of the opposite. He asked
to have the Lord’s will yielded to his. He urged his
petition till it was granted. The result is placed on
record as an admonition for all coming time. 2 Kings
xx; 2 Chron, xxii, 24-81; TIsa, xxxviii; xxxix.

Fervent, effectual prayer is perfectly consistent with en-
tire and unreserved submission to the will of God.

THE WISDOM OF GOD IN THE BIBLE.

OxE book has been given to mankind which has God
for its author. This book contains such stores of wis-
dom and knowledge as can never be exhausted. In it
God has laid up sound wisdom for the righteous. Our
love for Godis indicated as correctly by the love which
we have for the perusal and the study of this book as
by our delight in secret prayer, In the one case God
is addressing us, and we in our hearts as we read are
responding to him; in the other we are addressing God,
‘and he by his Holy Spirit is communing with us.

The Bible is like Christ. Why should it not be
when Christ is its Alpha and Omega? When men saw
Christ as he appeared upon earth, so plain in dress,
80 unassuming in manner, so unselfish in conduct, so
meek and lowly in heart, there was no beauty in him
that they should desire him. For the same reason
men in these days take no delight in the book of God.
Perhaps they read a small portion now and then from
a sense of duty, or from shame to be wholly ignorant
of its contents, but they are glad when the task is
accomplished so that they may turn to books which
are more to their taste, or from which they expect
greater profit.  Oh! sad perversion of the mind. Oh!
oruel slight of that book which contains the words of
eternal wisdom, Oh! strange blindness and infatua-
tion.

One of the old Fathers of the church made in sub-
stance this striking remark concerning the Seriptures:
“In the Old Testament the New Testament lies con-
cealed : In the New Testament the Old Testament lies
open.” .

This remark is truthful and just. And shall such a
book remain in our hands to be read in the most spar-
ing manner, and perbaps not stndied at all by us?
Shall other booke be loved while this one is ouly toler-
ated and endured ? Other books should be read, but
let the Bible have the first place. In fact the best rule
that I know to determine the character of our general
reading and study is that what we thus gather shall
be that which in some measure helter prepares our
minds for the understanding of divine truth.

Our lives at the least are veryshort. Theyareeven
a vapor, appearing for a little time, and then vanishing
away, A life so short must be wisely employed or it
will indeed be an ntter failure. The book of God has
been sent us to make us wise unto salvation. This
book teaches the way of eternal life. It shows how a
life that is only a hand breadth in extent may be ex-
changed for one of infinite duration. Tt teaches us by
its example of good and evil conduct not less than by
its commands, prohibitions, or its warnings.

It is not given for the purpoge of gratifying idle cu-
riosty. Itisnot to be studied for the purpose of disput-
ing well, or of making display. Far from this. We
oan never appreciate the Scriptures unless we come to
their study in the same spirit that those were under
who wrote them, Here are the words of eternal wis-
dom, Shall we not make them the theme of medita-
tion by day and by night? Shall they not be the sub-
ject of our conversation wherever we may be? Shall
we not redeem time from our business, our other read-
ing, and even from our sleep, for the purpose of learn-
ing the things of God? And when we read shall not
the truths which we learn be received by faith into our
hearts ¢ Shall not the terrors of the day of Judgment,
the awful voice of God’s law addressing itself to our
oonscienoe from Sinai, the tender accents of mercy
and pardon from Calvary, the love of Christ, the his-
tory of our fallen world, the prophecies of its glorious
future, the example of good and evil, the doctrine of
divine truth, shall not these things make this the book
of books to us?

INORDINATE AFFECTION.

Tae carnsal mind is represented in the Scriptures as
“the old man.”” This old man is described as having
“members,”” just as the **outward,” or physical, man
has members by which it is enabled to act. But what
a catalogue of evil propensities and sins constitute the

members of the old man, the ruling spirit?or carnal |

offer Isanc upon the altar.

mind, of natural men. Here are the “members ” enu-
merated by the Spirit of God:

“‘Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon
the earth: formication, uncleanness, INORDINATE Ay-
FECTION, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which
is idolatry,” Col. iii, 6.

Inordinate affection is one of the members which
pertain to the body of the old man. It is one of the
elements that make up the carnal mind, or one of the
evil things produced by it. It is fonnd in bad com-
pany most certainly. Paul has classed it with the
basest of human actions and principles.

Inordinate affection is an affection for any person or
thing beyond that which may be properly placed on
them, It is an affection for any object or person which
makes them idols to us. We may know that we have
this inordinate, or idolatrous, affection whenever we
find ourselves unwilling to give up our friends or our
possessions for Christ’s sake. We may also know that
to be the case when our friends are taken from us by
death, aud we cannot accept of the Saviour as sufficient
to make up the loss. The afflicting hand of God is
often stretohed forth to reveal to us our idols. If we
would regulate our affections by the principles of the
Christian religion, we would be saved from many and
great troubles. If when we see that we have failed to
do this we would at once correct our faults, and yield
in unreserved surrender everytbing to God, we might
still escape his chastening hand. And if this be neg-
lected by us till the providence of God take from us
the objects of our idolatrous affection, we may even
then speedily bring the controversy to a close by ac-
knowledging the right of our sovereign Lord to the full
possesgion of our hearts’ best affections, and humbly
asking him to forgive our past idolatry, and henceforth
to take that place in our hearts which the idols once
filled,

We may love our friends tenderly, and yet not with
inordinate affection. In fact, the sanctified love
which fills the breast where the Spirit of God has the
control, is not only purer and sweeter, but it is even
stronger, than that love which is inordinate and idola-
trous. It is a love that will enable us to lay down our
lives for our friends, and yet one whereby we can give
them up for Christ's sake with a submissive heart. It
is & love that will not resent it when our dearest friends
are reproved. It is a love that did enable Abraham to
It is one that holds all
earthly good as something lent of God, which he has a
right to reoall to himself at any time. It is an nnself-
ish love. It is kindled by the Spirit of God, and while
it exists in our breasts, all is heavenly serenity and
peace. Inordinate affection is selfish, idolatrous, and
rebellious. We can never enter Heaven till our hearts
be cleansed from this,

STEADFAST.

Soux Christians are just what all that profess godli-
ness should be. They are ‘“steadfast, unmovable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord.” This qual-
ity of steadfastness is something admirable. In every
churech of Christ there are some who possess this noble
quality. They are the burden bearers. They stand
to their post, especially when everything is sad, try-
ing, and dark. Then there is a much larger num-
ber who can hardly stand at all, only as they are
beld up by these faithful, self-sacrificing disciples.
There is the utmost reason to fear that sooner or later
such will fall by the way. God gives men fair warn-
ing of their dangers, and teaches them how to fortify
themselves against the power of Satan. Having done
this, he suffers Satan to tempt and to put them to the
test just where they are weakest. So the sieve is
shaken, and the heedless are sifted out.

There is always opportunity for those mindful of the
country from which they eame ont to return thither.
Caleb and Joshua had the steadfast spirit. But nearly
all the host of Israel in their heart turned back to
Egypt. Tt is right to entreat the people of God not to
love the world; not to turn back from Christ; not to
harden their hearts; not to make shipwreck of the faith.
A)] this entreaty has to be made, and sometimes with
no success. But I love to meet that kind of Christians
who do not need such entreaty; the kind that will not
turn back, even when as a test of their fidelity they
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are invited so to do. *“Tarry here,” says Elijah.
“As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not
leave thee,” answered Elisha. At the next place Eli-
sha is tested in the same manner,
third time is the same entreaty used by Elijah, and the
same answer given by Elisha. Elijah did not say this
because it was best for Elisha to tarry, but that he
might be proved. When the trial had thus been made
Elijah says, ¢ Ask what I shall do for thee before I be
And he receives the blessing
of such infinite value to himself, a double portion of
Elijah’s spirit.

Nacmi, when returning from her sojourn in the land
of Moab, bade her two widowed daughters-in-law re-

"turn to their own kindred in Moab, as being every

way to their earthly advantage. Orvpah, after with-
standing sometime with tears, kissed her mother-in-
law and went back. Then Naomi said to the other,
¢ Behold thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her peo-
ple, and unto her gods; return thou after thy sister-
in-law. And Ruth said, < Entreat me not to leave thee,
or to return from following after thee, for whither
thou goest, I will go; and where thon lodgest, I will
lodge. Thy people shall be my people, and thy God

~my God. Where thou diest will I die, and there will

I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more, also,
if aught but death part thee and me.”

Now please to read the book of Ruth. Orpah re-
turned to her mother and to the gods of Moab. Her
Doubtless her connection
with the people of God ceased here forever. ButRuth is
honored with a place in the chief family in Israel; she
becomes one of the ancestors of Jesus Christ; her
history is preserved in the Bible as a precious legacy
to the people of God ; and her name, in all probability,
is now in the Lamb’s book of life. We have a very

. few in whom exists the spirit of Ruth, a much larger

number, I fear, have that of Orpah. The great day

- will reveal the fact thai only those whose hearts are

steadfast, are accepted in the sight of the Lord.
J. N. ANDREWS.

THE JUDGMENT HASTENS. .

. “Bur,” says one of my careless friends to-day, “do
not all things remain as they were? The sun shines
as beautifully to-day upon my head as it did upon my
childhood brow. Do not all things remain as they
were ' Not exactly. The infidels of the olden time
dreamed that horrid dream, and were tempted, amidst
their delusions, to think so. They do, in some re-
spects, remain as they were. The judgments of God,
now and then, drop here and there—the wrath of God,
now and then, touches and withers a sinner’s hardened
heart; and so (ime rolls along, and the mercy of
Heaven lingers and scatters its blessed influences
abroad; but just now and then the Lord God strikes
down a guilty wretch, that the world may be warned

“and impressed with the fact that God is not asleep, nor

his justice dead, but that Imperial Power still sits
upon the eternal throne to advocate the rights of virtue,
the purily of God, and the welfare of the universe.
God has appointed a day in which he will judge the
world by the Lord Jesus Christ, and that day is com-
ing. Italready, I sometimes think, flings its shadow
upon the pathway of earth. I sometimes imagine I
can hear the mutterings of its gathering thunders, and
that the old earth trembles as it approaches the great
day of the Lord, The day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night, when the heavens shall be dissolved,
and the Almighty, in the tread of might and majesty,
shall come forth from behind the clouds of his glory;
when the universe shall veil its face from the sight of
grandeur, and stand in awe while the world is judged

. —the righteous saved, and the wicked damned for-

ever,

“But,” says my nnconverted friend, ‘“why is this
judgment delayed 2”7 It is that God may have mercy
upon you, and that all the fraits of your wickedness
on the one hand, or the goodness of the good man on
the other, may accumulate, enlarge, diffuse, and grow
up; for bad dead men and good dead men are working
hard, and, until time shall be no more, God only can

- tell what good a good man will do when he is in his

rave, or what evil & bad man will do when he is bu-

And again the

ried, but he will meet it at the judgment-seat of Christ.
Ob! what a reckoning that w1l be, when the sinner
will be done doing harm on earth! He will remember
how he blasted the hopes of his neighbor’s daughter,
and how he took advantage of the weakness of the
weak. Itwill be enough to know that he never taught
his child to pray, but lived in sin, and died . with-
out hope and without God; but oh! to think that
after being dead he exerted an influence for vice, and
against the eternsl God! - The Judgment, although
delayed, is coming. The harvest will be ready, and
God will come forth, in the majesty of his power, to
judge the world in righteousness.— Dy, Bartine.

VICTORY AT LAST.

For many years we've waited
To hail the Prince of Peace,
And our hearts should be united,
And pride and strife should cease,
And now the time approaches,
Our trials are most o’er,
Probation’s almost ended,
Our Lord is at the door.

CHORUS.

Is victory mine at last, Lord ?
Victory mine at last ?
O’er land and sea thy truth goes free,
With it my lot I'd cast;
With it my lot I'd cast, Lord,
With it my lot I'd cast,
For there’s victory, vietory, victory at last.

With earnest prayers I'll lighten,
The trials I must bear,
With heavenly thoughts I'll brighten,
The road that's sometimes drear.,
For now the time approaches,
The plagues will soon be poured
Upon a sinful nation,
ho have blugphemed the Lord,

CHORUS.

Ob! may I yet grow stronger,
And from all sin depart,
For victory’s mine if love entwine,
Her tendrils round my heart;
Her tendrils round my heart, Lord,
‘ From thee I'd ne’er depart ;
For there’s victory, victory, for each faithful heart,

Thy people that proclaim it,
WS! h};e to seé) that day,

Their King rides forth to conquer,
Triumphant on his way.

And wln?e in him they’ve trusted.
To them he'll soon exclaim,

Well done, thou good and faithful,
Enter my vast domain,

CHORUS.

Enter my vast domain, friends,
Thy offerings were not lame,
O'er land and sea my truth went free,
While wicked spirits reigned.
Receive thy just roward, friends,
Receive thy just reward; {Lord.
For there’s victory, victory, for)tlhosu that love the

zs. L. J. Geroy.
Jeff. Co., N, Y.

TIRED OF GIVING.

Ox a cold morning, Mr. Brown, one of the ‘“ mer-
chant princes’ of S., was reading in his library.
Every thing about him spoke of comfort, amounting
oven to luxury. Book-cases filled with the goodly
treasures of thought and learning; the thick carpet,
deadening every footfall ; rich and massive furniture ;
the bright fire in the grate, shedding warmth and light
throughout the room,—all spoke of wealth and the
good that follows in its train.

Mr. Brown himself was not unfit to be the occupant
of such a room, The greater part of his life he had
passed in close attention to business, and now he was
beginning to reap the fruits of his toil. There was o
look of contentment on his handsome face as he sat
before the fire, & book in his hand. Outside, the wind
was whistling, and the snow and hail were beating
against the windows; but no chilling blast touched
him as he sat in his comforfably cushioned chair. No
care, no anxiety for the future, saddened his eyo, nor
wrinkled his broad forehead. ‘I bave enough for me
and mine,” he said to himself, “I have nothing to
worry about.” He let his book fall from his hand,
and sat éuing into the fire, musing on his past life,
and on the blessings which were so thickly strewing
his path, A knock at the door interrupted his medita-
tions. A servant entered, announcing Rev. Mr. Hea-
ton. Mr. Brown rose, and courteously greeted his vis-

itor, an entire stranger to him. Ile was a tall, spare
man, with & form slightly bent by age, or perhaps by
the grinding hand of poverty; for he had been for -
years & hard worker in his Master’s vineyard ; and if
the good he had done was to be counted by the dollars he
had received, then, indeed, had his life been spent in
vain. DBut, God be thanked, his ministers, poor though
many of them be, are paid in a higher mode than by
mere dollars and cents !

Mr. Heaton’s calm yet energetic face told of many a
combat with life’s troubles; but after the troubles had
come victory and peace.

He told his story as briefly as possible. He was the
pastor of a church in the distant West, The society
was poor, and the building too small for the increasing
congregation; and he had come to the East to beg for
funds to enlarge the borders of their sanctuary. The
old; old story. Mr. Brown heard him through to the
end without interruption. He was too gentlemanly not
to listen patiently to all his visitor had to say. Then
he spoke gently but firmly: ¢ Mr. Heaton, I am sorry
for you; but I have nothing to give. I have dozens
of such applications every day. I believe people think
I am made of money. I am tired of giving.”

Mr. Heaten looked sadly at him, and a pensive smile
played around his mouth. * Tired of giving!” he
murmured, ““Ah! where ghould we be, what would
become of us, if the dear Lord should answer our pe-
titions with ‘I am tired of giving? O sir! forgive
my boldness; but what have you that you have not
received from the hands of the Lord? Your wealth,
your comforts”* (and he glanced around the voom ashe
spoke), *“all, all, have come from'One, who, blessed be
his holy name, is never ‘tired of giving.” Are you,
am [, is any one, ever tired of receiving? What have
we of our own? The very breath we draw comes
from the Author of all our comforts. O sir! do not
say you are ¢ tired of giving’ till you are equally ready
to say you are ‘tired of receiving.” If God should be
¢ tived of giving’ to you, where would you then be?
where would be the weslth you are so proud of having
accumulated by your own exertions "

Mr. Brown sprang up, and caught Mr, Heaton by.
the hands, saying warmly, ¢ Sir, I thank you; a thou-

sand times [ thank you. Ah! how many, many times
I have exclaimed, ‘I am tired of giving! How
thoughtlessly I have said it! I have never been tired
of receiving. All my life has been full of blessings.
God has, indeed, never ¢ tired of giving’ to me; and,
oh! how could I ever have been so ungrateful to him
for all his goodness, as to say, or even think, ‘T am
tired of giving? I thank you, sir, for the lesson you
have given me this night. I trust I never shall for-
et it.”

““We need not say after this that Mr. Heaton went
away with a gladdened heart; for he had not only
done good to another, but he had received besides a
check for a goodly sum from Mr. Brown, who was
never after heard to utter the complaint, “I am tired
of giving.”"—J. A. E.

Be Wise 1x TiMe.—A young prince whose mind
had learned in some degree to value religious truth,
asked his tutor to give him snitable instruciion that he
might be prepared for death. < Plenty of time for
that when you are older,” was the reply. **No!" said
the prince,*“ I have been to the churchyard and meas-
urozr the graves, and there are many shorter than I
am.”

Tae CHILDREN 0UT OF THE WAY.—“I wish my chil-
dren were large enough to be out of my way,” said a
mother; “they are so much trouble.” :

Children are a trouble sometimes; but is not their
company more pleasure than all the trouble they make ?
Does not their innocent prattle drive away many a dark
cloud from a mother’s brow ? When she sees her little
son or daughter come to her with its sweet, smiling
face, and reach up its little arms and put them round
her neck, is she not abundantly repaid? Little chil-
dren grow up, and get ofat of the way—but too often
to their mother's sorrow.

As a young womsan said not long ago, I do not love
my mother.” ¢« Why?” ¢«DBecause she never loved
me."”

The same mother afterwards said, ‘I do not care for
my daughter.”—¢<Why?,, ¢She does not care for
me.”

Who ought to care first—the mother or the daugh-
ter? Mothers, sow the seed of love in the early spring
of life in your children’s hearts; then love will grow
with them, and they will not be * out of the way > in
time of need.
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WORK IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.

“WHEREFORE,” says the prophet, ““do ye spend
money for that which is not bread, and your Jabor for
that which satisfieth not?” The implication is that
the same amount of effort which is now by so many
put forth to secure that which is not bread, applied in
the right direction wonld secure for them that which
i8 bread, and that portion which will satiefy. There
is enough labor spent in the world to regenerate the
world. The people of this world work bard enough
to all be saved; but they fail to reach such a result
from their labors because they work to the wrong end.

What & vast amount of labor is misdirected, Take
those who live by dishonesty, the whole horde of
thieves, gamblers, sharpers, blacklegs, &o., and mark
what an amount of labor, energy and skill, they bring
to bear upon their unhallowed calling. The same ef-
fort and talent would procure for'them a splendid
living if applied to any of the honorable callings of
life, They work hard enough, and tax all their ener-
gies both of body and mind sufficiently, to make an
honorable fortune; but instead they only eke out a
migerable and dishonest subgistence, because their ef-
forts are applied in the wrong direction. Many a man
hae manifested perseverance, energy and skill, enough
in breaking out of jail, to have kept him from going
there if he had aroused himself to the same piteh of
exertion in the direotion of an honest livelihood,

Coming up a step higher, and contrasting worldly
and heavenly things as objects of pursuit, we see the
same principle still more extensively ecarried out.
What multitades on every side are engrossed in
- worldly enterprises. How many bend all their ener-.
gies of both body and soul to the pursuit of the phan-
toms of this world, riches, honor, fame and power; and
in pursuing these they toil hard enough and expend
means enough to acquire something which when gained
is more than an empty bubble, and which will not
perish in a day. It is'to these toiling multitudes, la-
boring to grasp a ehadow, that the prophet exclaims,
‘“Ho every onec that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.

Wherefore do ye spend money for that which
is not bread, and your labor for that which satisfieth
not.”” Turn your labors in another direction, bring
the same efforts to bear upon the right object, and you
will secure the durable riches.

What a volume of encouragement is here for the
Christian! Let no one say he cannot overcome, This
wonld be saying that he is not equal to any of his
fellow men around him. You have only to do what
yon see thousands around yon doing, work as hard as
they work, manifest the zeal they manifest, endure as
they endure, only direct your efforts to heavenly in-
stead of worldly objects, and the prize will certainly
be yours.

THE S8IGNS OF THE TIMES.

A xoriceasLe feature of the seoular press of the
present day is the continual testimony borne, showing
the fulfillment of the predicted signs concerning this
time. Why, with all this testimony, do the writers
fail to understand the age of the world in which we
are living, and the events that are jnst upen ws? It
is beoause they do not acquaint themselves with what
the seriptures have utlered 'upon these points, and
hence bear an unconscious testimony to the fulfillment
of prophecy. The popular watchmen, the professed
spiritual guides of the people, keep silence, or direct
the minds of the people in the wrong channel, causing
them to look for a good time coming of peace and pros-
perity ; and thus the world is rushing on, asleep to the
fearful realities of the great day. In the very words
of soripture, almost, we daily read accounts from men
who seemingly have no thought of the prophecies,

showing the fulfillment of some ancient prediction ;
and how can the student of prophecy doubt in view of
such testimony? Let those who have the light, lift up
their voice like a trumpet, and ghow the people what
these things mean. We make these remarks to intro-
duce the following article from the Seientific American
of Jan. 1, 1869, headed, ¢ The Eventful Year of our
Lord 1868.” According to its testimony, the year just
passed has no parallel in history for the number and
magnitude of many of its phenomena. *The heavens
above and the earth beneath,” says the writer, ‘“have
been prolific of wonders.” The article reads:

From whatever point of view we consider the year
just passed into history, we are struck with the num-
ber of important events that have been erowded into
its annals. With its political or religious aspects, al-
though they present much food for profitable thought
and study, it is not-our provinee to deal. The progress
of science, and the remarkable physical pbenomena so
numerous, and in gome instances so appalling, during
the twelve short months that have rushed past us, give
ample scope for a brief and profitable retrospect.

The year 1868 will henceforth be known ae the
earthquake year. History has not on its records a pe-
riod of such universal terrestrial convulsion as the one
just left bebind us, and scarcely one of greater disas-
ter from this cause. The eruption of Vesuvius, and
the excited state of many other voleanoes throughout
the world, indicate that the mighty forces to which
these phenomena are due, are still at work, Whether
their energies are in such measure exhausted that no
further immediate danger is to be apprehended, is yet
undetermined, These terrible -visitations are gradu-
ally changing the physical aspect of our globe; and
from them we can gather some idea of the power of
the immense voleanic disturbances, which, ages ago,
threw up our vast mountain ranges, and engulfed
whole continents,

No Jess grand and impressive have been the celestial
phenomena of the year. The great solar eclipse, pos-
gessing in some respects features of greater interest
thano any that has occurred for a long time past, or
that will occar for a Jong time to come, has been not
the Jeast of these remarkable occurrences, both on ac-
eouut of its special peculiarities, and the results which
have been obtained from organized observation. Add
to this the splendid meteoric shower of November, and
we may well say that the heaven dabove and the earth
beneath have been prolific of wonders. -«

The progress in the most mighty undertakings which
the world bas ever witnessed is no less remarkable.
The most gigantic railroad enterprise ever attempted
has been pushed this year almost to completion. The
Suez canal now almost joins the Mediterranean to the
Red Sea, while during the year a movement has been
initiated for the construction of a similar work across
the Isthmus of Darien, which will unite the two great
oceans. A new sub-Atlantic telegraph, of greater
length than any heretofore atteropted, has been made,
and will goon connect the two continents, to be fol-
lowed, no doubt, by others of greater magnitude. It
hase also been the subject of serious contemplation to
lay a cable between the Pacific coast and China, and
we would probably hazard little in predicting that
some even now old men will live to see that work ac-
complished. Never has the earth seen & period of
greater enterprizes; mever before has civilization
made such triumphant advances.

The discoveries and improvements in the sciences
and arts have been numerous and important. To re-
view them and specify them as they demand would fill
a volume. A glance at the index of the volume we
have just closed, will show the great variety of sub-
jeots upon which seientific minds are now at work—
not in mere speculation, but in actual and accurate ex-
periment. Almost daily, nature responds to some
bold inquiry of this kind, and a new truth is born to
science.

As this article meets the eye of our numerous
friends and readers, the congratulations and kind
wighes of friende will be mutually interchanged npon
the advent of the new year. That the year 1869 will
be ae fruitful of progress and as promotive of the wel-
fare of the entire human race as the eventfnl year
that is passed, i¢ our prayer, while we beg to unite with
;ur !f’icnds in wishing each and all & “Happy New

ear.

-

Turx 170 THE Riapr,—The late Bishop of Litchfield
wag once traveling in a railway-carriage in England,

when a blustering man exolaimed, “T should like to
meet that Bishop of Litehfield, I'd put a question to
him that would puzzle him.” ¢ Very wel),” said a
voice out of another-corner, *now is your time; for I
am the Bishop.” The man was rather startled, but
presently recovered, and said, «“Well, my lord, can
you tell me the way to Heaven ?” ¢ Nothing easier,”
answered the Bishop, ‘‘you have only to turn to the
right, and go straight forward.”

THE JEWISH SUNDAY MOVEMENT.

Tae movement to which we alluded in Review, Vol.
xxxii, No. 24, namely, a plea from prominent Israelites
to abandon the Sabbath in favor of Sunday, isattracting
congiderable attention throughout the country. The fol-
lowing from the Evening Bulletin will be of interest to
the reader. The movement is no less significant than
unlooked for:

A contributer to the Zsraelite, published at Cincin-
nati, begins hig communication as follows :

“In order, then, that we may have a day of rest, a
real Sabbath, which can be observed by all Ierael, we
propose to adopt that day which is set apart by hun-
dreds of millions, nay, the whole civilized world, for
physical rest and the worship of God. Let our prayers
and thanksgivings with theirs ascend to his throne on
the same day, the Suypay.”

The writer who makes this proposition, so repug-
nant to the ears of a people for many centuries jealous
of the slightest variation from the established customs,
declares that he has been *‘selected as the spokesman
of a party, respectable in number, respectable in iutel-
lect, fully persuaded of the corrsctness of their views,
and fully determined to discuss the subject in all its
bearings,” The selection iz manifestly a fortunate
one; for the temper of the article and its logic are re-
markable for candor, clearness, and moderation,

The old Hebrew word, Shabbas, which lies at the
hottom of thig controversy, is declared to mean simply
rest. Cease from labor, and devote to the service of
God—this ie the literal and spiritual meaning of the
word Shabbas, or Sabbath. * % FHow does the fourth
commandment read ?  Does it say on this or that par-
ticular day, specifying it by name, Saturday, thou
shalt rest, and it shall be your Sabbath henceforward
and forevermore? No. BSuch are the commands of
man, but not of the Almighty.

The selection of Saturday by Moses is explained as
being most suitable and convenient for the Hebrews at
that era. The institution, it is presumed, answered
all purposes throughout the pust, until within the last
half century, when it became obsolete. During this
period they have been virtually without any Sabbath,
or day of rest. Thoge who most bitterly oppose the
proposed reformation are scarcely observing even the
day which tbey recognize as Sabbath. The result is
that they are becoming lax, aud so, fast tending to ut-
ter irreligion, apostasy, and the total destruction of
the Jewish faith. Even now their offspring-display
perfect indifference to religion. The question is ac-
cordingly asked :

“Do you not perceive the influence of nineteen cen-
turies on the obgervances and forms of our religion?
And can all the past, present, and future, exert no in-
fluence upon you? You cannot stand still and be
passive even if you desire to be so. The irresistible
movement of progress, the law of nature and nature's
God, will propel you on to that inevitable necessity
which we so earnestly beseech you to adopt. Any day
we set apart as a day of rest, to worship God in spirit
and in truth, is acceptable to him. We select Sunday
because, in the fear of God, with reverence for his
great name and an eye to his glory, it is more conven-
ient, observed as it ig by willions, because it can be
hallowed, while ours, as at present arranged, is an ut-
ter impossibility.”

Having further argued this matter, the writer at-
tacke with vigor the intolerant and persecuting temper
which has been digplayed by his fellow-religioniste. It
created the Christian church. Jesus was a Jew, a
great man, & second Moses, who desired to purify
faith and correct the vices of their church, and people,
nothing more norlegs. ¢ But, as a prophet isneverap-
preciated in hig own country, be was erucified and made
a martyr of, and his disoiples made him a God. ¢The
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.’ We
sowed the wind and we have reaped the whirlwind.
Our vices, follies, irreligion, and cruelty, created that
church which has been our scourge and oppressor
through countless ages.”

1t ie proposed to call & grand religious council who
can settle this Sabbath question definitely; either
adopting Sunday for all, or dividing those wishing
Sunday and those retaining Saturday as the Sabbath,

These views will naturally create excitement, and
probably lead to no immediate results; but they indi-
cate the dissemination of a spirit of inquiry which
must eventually break down the wall of partition be-
tween the Israelites and other religionists.—Evening
Bulletin.

Firer Stee 18 PrAaver.— He that makes but one
step up a stair, though he is not much nearer to the
top of the housge, yet has stepped from the ground,
and is delivered from the foulness and dampnesg of
that. So in the first step of prayer: *God be merci-
ful to me a sinner.” Though a nian be not established
in Heaven, yet he has stepped from the world and the
miserable comforts thereof.—Dr. Donne.
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THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES.

Anrx these plagues all future, or are the most of them
in the past?

1. They are not poured out till after the third
angel of Rev. xiv, 9-12, utters his warning voice.
For the first vial is poured out on the very persous
threatened by the third angel, viz., those who have the
mark, and those who worship the image. Compare
Rev. xiv, 9, 10, with xvi, 1. The third angel threatens
those who worship the image and receive the mark,
that they should drink the unmingled wrath of God.
This wrath is filled up in the seven last plagues. The
threatening canrot be given after the thing threatened
has alveady becn inflicted. Wherefore it follows that
the seven last plagues are not poured out before the
third proclamation of Rev. xiv, but afler it. :

2. The third angel's message must pertain to the
last generation, (1 ) Because it not only follows in the
prophecy, the proclamation ¢ The hour of bis judg-
ment is come,” but the Spirit of God has numbered the
series 8o that there is to be order in the fulfiliment.
(2.)'Becnuse it is immediately followed by the view of
the Son of Man ready to reap the harvest of the earth.
(8.) Bécause the wrath whick it tbreatens has no ele-
ment of merey in it—it is unmingled wrath poured
oyt into the cup of God’s indignation—and the very
persons who hear the warning and reject it, are to drink
the plagues. The plagues being poured out on the liv-
ing wicked, and that too when no element of mercy
is mingled in the bitter draught, it follows that the third
angel with his words of fearful warning brings hu-
man probation to a close, and ushers in the time of
trouble such as never wag. The third angel, therefore,
is the last of all God’s messengers of mercy, and the
geven last plagues do certainly and unmistakably fol-
low hjs warning voice.

8. These plagues are called the seven Last plagues.
Has there been a series of plagues preceding these?
There has been such a series, The seven trumpets

_represented terriblo judgments of God upon wicked
augp, The judgments that rade up, this serieg ave
called plagues. . When gix of theso trumpets hud becn
blown, and their judgments had been felt by the
‘wicked inhabitants of earth, wo read that tlrase who
were left who had not been killed by THRSE PLAGURS
repented not of their wickedness. Rev. ix, 20, 21.
80 another series of plagues must come upon men,
even the seven LAsT plagues which fillup God's wrath.,
There is & remarkable gimilarity in the order of events
when the trumpets ave blown, and the vinls are poured
out. Compare Rev. viii and ix, with chap. xvi. DBat
the one is o partial judgment in each case, while the
other malkes no exemption. They do not run parallel.
The vials contain the seven last plagues. They follow
the trumpets and fill up the wrath of God.

4. The plagnes are poured out after the opening of
the temple of God in Heaven. Rev..xxv, 5-8. This
opening of the temple of Ged is an event under the
sounding of the seventh angel. Rev. xi, 15-19. Tt is
the opening of the most holy place; for the ark is
seen. The opening of this part of the heavenly
temple indicates the final work of our High Priest.
See Lev. xvi. These things bring out distinctly two
facts of importance. 1. That the plagues are not
poured out till the seventh angel sounds. .2. That
they followed the conclusion of Christ’s work as High
Priest. '

5. The seven last plagues oonstitute the third woe.
1t is to be observed that in connection with the sound-
ing of the fifth and sixth angels there is a full acoount
of the flrst and second woes. Rev. ix, DBuat when the
seventh angel sounds we have only this general state-
ment that «thy wrath is come,” and the time to * de-
stroy them which destroy the earth.,” Rev. xi, 18.
In Rev. xv, however, thig very scene is again referred
to and enlarged upon. The temple is opened. The
wrath of God which comes under the seventh angel is
presented more definitely to our view. It isfilled up
in the seven last plagnes. The angels come out of
this temple and pour them oat upon the earth. The
seven last plagues do therefore constifute the third and
lagt woe. And they are poured out after the work of
mercy i¢ elosed. Arc not these things s0?  Isnot the

third angel’s proclamation given expressly to warn
the world of the coming plagues? " Can we with any
propriety place their solemn warning in the past ?

J. N. ANpREWS.

EXTREMES.

Gopo loves unity and order. Satan delights in di-
vision and disorder; and since man has fallen under
his power and influence, there is a tendency in men to
take extreme positions, and thus perpetuate discord
and confusion. The truth generally lies somewhere
between two exiremes.

Some are of a desponding, and others of a bopeful,
turn of mind. The former see themselves so vile that
they can scarcely hope in God’s merey ; while the ex-
treme hopefulness of the latter tends to presumption.
Now Satan does not care which way he ensnares them,
whether in fearfulness and unbelief, or in pre:uwmptu-
ous confldence and spiritual pride. If he can discour-
age the one and flatter the other, his object is gained.
If he can make the desponding think that it is impos-
sible for him ever to attain to the sanctification and
righteousness required in the word of God, be is satis-
fied, as long a8 he can hold him there; and if he can
make the hopeful imagine that he has attained to a
state of such perfection that there is no danger of fall-
ing, he has him in a snare which, if not broken, will
prove his rnin. The one is condemned for fearing to
trust God’s word of promise, and consequently making
no earnest effort to overcome; the other for a pre-
sumptuous confidenoe that renders such effort unneces-
sary.

“It is a wily, artful scheme,

It suits'the Serpent well,

If he can make the sinner dream
That he is doomed to hell.

Or if be can persnade a man
Decrecs are on his side,

Then he will say without delay,
This cannot be untied,

The one he bindeth fast in pride,
The-other in despair;

If he cap only keep them tied,
Which way he does not care.”

e (hat woulll veérdonio; Tust sieor iy vessel cléar

of the whirlpool o the one hand, and the rocks on the
other. R. F. CorreeLL.

THE MAJESTY OF GOD.

I xever read the ninth and tenth verses of the
seventh chapter of Daniel, without a feeling of awe at
the sublimity of the scene there so briefly deseribed.
“1 beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the
Ancient of Days did sit, whose garment was white
as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool;
his throne was like the flery flame, and his wheels as
burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth
from before him ; thousand thousands ministered unto
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before
him; the Judgment was set, and the books wére
opened.”

No language can paint the sublimity of the scene.
The description of the prophet cannot be surpassed,
yet how few ever think of the greatness of the event
or sublimity of the scene.

Passing by the terrible personal appearance of the
Deity, the countless numbers that minister unto him,
and the vast throng that stand before bim, will fill
the mind of poor, feeble man with amazement. These
are not tnen, but angels. Some have read these verses,
and supposed that the thousands mentioned are
mortals standing before their Judge; but this is
not 80; they are angels that wait before him, ¢ heark-
ening unto the voice of his word,”

Micaiah suid, “I saw the Lord sitting on his throne,
and all the host of Heaven standing by bim on his right
hand and on his left.” Not men, but the ¢ host of
Heaven,” or angels. And the beloved John says,
« And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels
round about the throne, and the beastg, and the elders ;
and the number of them was ten thousand times ten
thousands, and thousands of thousands.”

Now these angels are not children with wings, such
as appear in the caricatures of the day; but each one
of them a terrible being, so majestic and glorions in
appearance as to cause the stoutest bearts to quake with

fear. Manoah and bis wife saw sn angel and ex-
pressed themselves as having seen the face of God,
and feared that they would die because of jt.

So glorious was the appearance of the sngel which
appeared to John that he fell down at his feet to wor-
ship him, though commanded not to do it, yet he was
so overpowered with a sense of the glory that he fell
down te worship the second time, while the angel said
that he was only a servant also; and told him to wor-
ship God. And generally when angels have appeared to
men their flrst work is to quiet the fear excited by their
presence.
the holy women at the sepulcher of Jesus, ¢ Fear not
ye;” and to Daniel, ¢ Fear not, Daniel.”

The angel that appeared at the tomb of Jesus, and
caused the Roman guard to fall like dead men, were
something more than winged cupids. Let us read the
account, ¢ And behold there was a great earthquake;
for the angel of the Lord descended from Heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat
upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his
raiment white as snow. And for fear of bhim the
keepers did shake and become as dead men.” Those
proud men of war who dared to mock Jesus while be-
fore Pilate, felt their littleness in the presence of the
boly angels, and fell as dead men to the ground.

In the third year of Cyrus an angel sppeared to
Daniel. Ile says, « Then I lifted up mine eyes, and
looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen,
whose loing were girded with fine gold of Uphaz; his
body also was like the beryl, his face as the appear-
ance of lightaing, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and
his arms and his feet like in color to polished brass,
and the voice of his words like the voice of a multi-
tude.”

Daniel was a noble personage in the kingdom, there- °

fore accompanied by a retinue of servants, and of them
he says, “A great quaking fell upon them, so that
they fled to hide themselves.” And of his own condi-
tion at the time ke says, “ There remained no strength
in me; formy comeliness was turned in me into cor-
xuption, and I retained nostrength.” *~ When the angel
assured him that he was greatly beloved, and stood
him upon his feet, yet, he says, I stood trembling.”
If one angel is g0 great and terrible that men feel as
nothing, what must be the feeling tovbe in the pres-
ence of millions of such beings. Tenthousand times
ten thousand, or an hundred milliong are represented
as standing before God to do his bidding. But the
prophet feels his inabilty to express their numbers,
even after stating the preceding great numbers, hence
he adds, “and thousands of thousands.” What are
the people of the earth before God when the weakest
of his angels could cut them down by nations? Ohl!
how majestic is that Being whose throne is like the fiery
flame, and the wheels of his chariot like burping five;
before whose presence flows a fiery stream, while
countless millions wait before him, millions of angels
that excel in strength, whose faces are like the light-
ning. Oh! why should I hesitate to trust him, love
him, worship him, and humble my proud heart before
him? It would exalt me to humble myself before such
a God. And how very merciful for such a God to no-
tice a poor frail worm like myself; to offer to accept
of me and raise me up to be like the angels. In view
of such things I feel that when I give all to him it is
a great condescengion on his part to notice me, and I
can only say, * Here Lord, I give myself away, 'tis all
that I can do.” E. B. Sauxners.

REPORT FROM BRO. MATTESON.

Sixoe the 16th of November I have held meetings
here in Stanton as often as circumstances would per-
mit., We occupied the school-house which is a very
convenient place for meeling, but we can have it only
five times a week. The preaching has been well at-
tended although the ministers have tried their best to
prevent it. Yet the current of private opposition is
very strong, and much more good could be done if
this was not the case. They have their prayer-meet-
ings, and class-meetings, and socials, and oyster-sup-
pers, and church-fairs, &c. ; yet the house bas gener-
ally been pretty well filled with respectable hearers.

Said the angel to Mary, ¢ Fear not;” to °

_
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There are a few Sabbath-keepers living here, and a
few more have embraced the Sabbath since the meet-
ings. We have meetings on the Sabbath and a weekly
prayer-meeting. The Lord has blessed us so far.
Pray for us that we may have strength to continue to
labor patiently in this good cause; and that souls may
be converted, and saved at the coming of Christ.

I am thankful for the letters I have received from
brethren in different places. Please exouse me from
answering them st presence. My health is such that
I cannot do any more in that line than attend to the
interest of the cause right here, Many thanks to the
brethren in Riceland, Minn,

If the Lord is willing I will continue to Iabor here
in Michigan for some time to come. I do daily in-
quire of the Lord, and trust that he will make known
to me the path of duty. When made known I will
strive to walk in it. This T know will be best for my
own interest and that of my fellowmen. May the
Lord bless the dear brethren, and help you to walk
consistently, to obey the truth, and live with reference
to the Judgment, that if not before, we may meet
when Jesus comes, Jony MATTESON.

Stanton, Montealm Co , Mich. Dee. 18, 1868.

REPORT FROM BRO. STONE.

CoNsiDERABLE time has passed since my last report,
and, perhaps, in that respect, I should confess to re-
missnes§; yet I have not been altogether idle in the
Master’s cause. Since my last report, I have labored,
as heretofore, with the churches in Northern Vermont
and in Conada.

Though I cannot speak of a rapid advancement of
the cause in any part of our field of labor, and though
there is much ground yet to be occupied, the cause is
gradually advancing. The brethren and sisters, gen-
erally, are steadfast, well established, and gradually
abounding in the work of the Lord, and feel assured
that their faithful labors will not be in vain in the
Lord. Our meetings are good, and profitable, and
Since my last re-
port, a few have been added to the church in East
Richford, by conversion and baptism, and a few breth-
ren bave purchased farms there, so the church are de-
cidedly encouraged to move on in the right direction.

The Quarterly Meeting held with them Nov, 7, was
interesting and profitable. After the Sabbath, the
brethren met to consult in regard to building a meet-
ing-house, appointed the requisite commitiees, agreed
on a location, pledged over $500, and the work, I am
informed, is in process of execution.

The brethren of this church are not wealthy, and
they are few in number; but they have some of the
“Caleb and Joshua’ spiritin them, and withthe bless-
ing of the Lord, will doubtless succeed in this truly
landable enterprise. Arserr STONE.

Nov., 1868.

I WANT TO BE RICH.

I was meditating a few days ago upon the testimony
of the faithful and true Witness to the Laodicean
church, and their sad situation therein described,
“wrelched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked.” A realizing sense of my poverty and wretch-
edness came over me, and with it an earnest desire
from the depths of my heart which I expressed aloud,
“0h! I want to be rich.” Notin the wealth of earth
which so many all around me are in pursuit of; not in
the perishable gold and silver which shall soon be
cankered; nor in the gay apparel of worldlings.
Noj; it is not in these that I would be rich. These are
the ‘“uncertain riches' in which we are charged not
to trust. But rich in faith, in good works, in possess-

- ing the ‘““gold tried in the fire,” and the ¢ white rai-

ment’’ with which to be clothed. Oh! that I might
be rich towsrd God. And can the cravings of my poor
heart be satisfied? Oh! for a broken heart and a con-
trite spirit which the Lord will not despizse, The stains
of sin are upon my garments, and probation’s hours
are nearly closed. Oh! then, let me baste to secure
imperishable riches.

My soul is amazed at the love, mercy, and long-

suffering, of God toward poor, sinful mdrtals. And for
them all metbinks I especially owe a debt of love and
gratitude to him because of his goodness and care for
me, the unworthiest of his creatures. He hath wrought
deliverances for me in past afllictions, and hath dis-
posed the hearts of many to favor and to care for me
from my childbood np, far more than I have deserved
or could expect.

But for all this love and care what have I rendered
in return? Have I, with unselfish spirit, striven to
imitate my Saviour in doing good to all with whom I
associate? What are my “works” by which I shall
soon be judged? Alas! my poverty. How few good
works, if indeed any at all, have I ever done. How often
have I failed in setting such an example before my
worldly friends as would win them to Christ, and
failed of giving to the Lord and his cause according to
the little which I have bad, that I might lay up a good
treasure against the day of necessity. See Apoery-
pha, Tobit iv, 8. But yet a little time remains in
which to redeem the past, With the assisting grace
of God T will strive to take earnest heed to the admo-
nitions and warnings which God in mercy bhath given
us. Let us no longer fear to be reproached for the
sake of Christ, but, like one of old, esteem it * greater
riches than the treasures of Egypt.”

S. E. LiNpsLey.

 Wews and Riscellany,
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Can ye not discern the Signs of the Times? Matt, xvi, 8.

" = V=

Catholies in New York.—The Catholies at Rome do
not more completely control that city than do the Cath-
olics in New York. There is not &n office of any value
that they do not control. When they put in an officer
who is a professed Protestant they control him more
completely than if he were a Catholic. In the interest
of the Catholic church this vast political power is
wiclded. Immense grants of valuable land are made
to it by the city. Large sums of money are donated
every year. The Catholic church controls the taxa-
tion of New York, and appropriates the wiillions re-
ceived from that taxatiou. The Roman Catholics of
the city of New York control and manage the Demo-
cratic party, and yef the Catholics are in a minority
in the city in which they bear such terrible rule.

The Protestant element is stronger than the Catholie
element. The non-Catholic element could overcome
and engulf the Catholic in an hour, if it chose to do so.
The Catholics are a unit, marching onward as a com-
pact army. The balance are like an undizciplined
mob. The Jews do not like our Sabbath and Sabbath
laws; nor the New Testament in common schools;
here they agree with the Catholics. They also agree
with the Germans, who want the Sabbath to be a
day of license and riot. They want free liquors,
all license and prohibitory laws swept away, and
g0 the Catholics become the standard-bearers for
all who are opposed to sobriety, good order, sound
legislation and wholesome restraint. Adroitly cater-
ing to the prejudices of each, the Catholics hold pos-
session of the city while in a minority

Tendencles in France.

———

Tue throne of Louis Napoleon resis upon a mere
crust of foundation, beneath whioh rage the most
voleanic forces. Once the Empire may have meant
peace, but now it means discontent and insubordina-
tion. Enthusiasm may meet the Emperor as he jour-
neys to and fro in his dominions, but these apparently
hearty demonstrations are about as spontaneous and
genuine as theatric applause manufactured by the hired
claquer. The great personal popularity of the nepbew
of his uncle, and the warm admiration and deep affec-
tion cherished toward him by the French people, about
which there has been, from time to time, so much
bloviation are entirely mythical. Louis is popular
among his subjects only in the shape of the coin of
thatname, which is now the mo¥e acceptable, however,
on account of the counterfeit presentment of the royal
features it bears,

Many signs have crept to the surface, particularly of
late, going to show that the masses are growing very
restive under the repressions to which they have been
subjected, and that the mercurial Parisians are hun-
geving and thirsting afler a change of administration.

Thus the cause symbolized by the scepter is constantly
becoming wesker, while the cause of republicanism
gsaing all the other loses. This sapping and mining of
the power of the throne, proceeding in augmenting
ratio, must end some bright morning, if not stayed, in

precipitating that throne suddenly into the midst of
the voleanic elements above which it rests, making it
convenient for Louis Napoleon to follow the example of
Louis Phillippe, and depart for England as unassuming
Mr. Smith, sensitive to a fault about popular demon-
strations, and nervously anxious to avoid the attentions
likely to be thrust upon him,

The Emperor, take it all in all, has not proved o
success. It is oneof the misfortunes of crowned heads
that they are not so free as private individuals to con-
tract matrimonial alliances; and the head of the
French nation gave mortal affront to the pride of his
people, besides contemptuously disregarding their prej-
udices, by marrying a Spanish nobody. When Bona-
parte wedded Josepbine he was but a General of the
Republie, who had carved his way with his sword;
but Napoleon IIT belonged to a dynasty surrounded by
a halo of glory, and could not afford to violate the dig-
nities of his position. But his greatest misadventure
was his abortive attempt to foist a monarchy upoun
Mexico, and to thrust a finger into the politics of the
American continent. That miserable and ignominious
failure obliterated the prestige gained in the Crimean
war and at the battle of Solferino. His power has
been waning ever since. Bismark struck it a stagger-
ing blow by his triumph over Austria, and by the out-
growing unification of Germany. The recent oppressive
restrictions which have been placed uson the independ-
ence of thought and of the press in France is another
step on the road to ruin. Intellect, trained, self-reli-
ant, and conscious of being in the right, cannot long
be fettered. It will learn in time to burst the shackles
which restrain its manifestations, and turn upon its
imperial adversary with intengified resentment and
fierce retaliation. This is a lesson that Louis Napo-
leon should have learned when he refugeed in the
United States. He ought to realize that the mar-
tyrs of the press will sow more widely the seeds of in-
subordination, to bear revolution as its ultimace fruit,

He relies now, for the perpetuation of his authority,
upon his vast military establishment, upon which he
lavishes his revenues, and to which he dispenses his
favors. But thrones may well tremble when * bayo-
nets think,” as another Louis—Louis Kossuth—used
to say. Already the bayonets upon whioh the French
Ewperor relies in a time of apprehended trouble, and
as a measure of iotimidation and repression now, have
begun to think. For instance: At a great review of
the National Guard of Pariz in August last, so great
was the fear of hostility to Louis Napoleon, that the
men were entreated and commanded by their officers
not to utter any shouts at all. They aocordingly were
reviewed by the Empress, and warched before the Em-
peror and Prince Imperial in gloomy silence; yet it
18 well known that if any one in the ranks had shouted
vive Rochefort! or vive La Lanterne! the whole mass
would have takeu up the ery, and yelled it as an io-
sult in the face of the impassive monarch, who sat
there on horseback, knowing that he had not a sincere
friend in the whole assemblage,

So great is the curiosity to see La Lanterns, that it
has been smuggled into France, where its publication
has been probibited, and where the police are in-
structed to prevent its introduction, in the form of
surreptitious mlini for statuecttes of Louis Napoleon. ~
Thus in vain does he seck to prevent the spread of lib-
eral ideas, He acts as a man would who should fry of
stay the foree of voleanic forces beneath, by making
the superincnmbent mass heavier.—Chicago Repub-
lican.

«PLAIN IT A LITTLE MORE.”

A coop minister had long preached to a congregation
of average culture and character with little apparent
good result—to his deep grief. Thinking the matter
over, one Saturday morning, after he had finished writ-
ing his weekly sermon, the thought occurred to him to
go down stairs and read it to bis pious, simple-hearted
doméstio. ¢ Perhaps,” said he, «“I shoot too high.”
Calling her from her work, he read a few sentences,
selected as containing the clearest announcement of
the truth which the sermon was intended to convey,
and asked her:

“Do you understand that

“No, sir,” was her reply. He then extemporized
the same idea in simpler language, and asked her
again:

“Do you understand that ?” )

““Alittle,” was her answer—kindling with an interest
which proved the truth of her words—¢ but please, sir,
plam it a little more.” Once more he expounded his
original thought in the most Jucid manner and with
the shortest words he could think of, when she ex-
clamed, with great delight:

“T see it all now, sir, and I like it very much.”
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He went up stairs, ve-wrote bis dizcourse, ag nearly
as possible into the same style which be bad used in
his experiment ; and went to oburch next morning, al-
most trembling, lest his people would be disgusted
with his pireaching, but fully reselved to try the ex-
periment. 7T'0 his amazement, the very first sentences
seemed to awaken o listening, such as he had never
hefore been able to secure, And as he went on, he
could sce one eye after another moistening, till almost
his whole congregation were visiJy touched as he had
never seen them bhefore; and as the result of that
service, more than one came to him to inquire: < What
must [ do?” The effect upon his own mind was such
that he changed his siyle of preaching, from that time,
thoroughly ; declaring that as for him——let others do
what they may-—he would speak 50 as to be understood
by all whom it was his duty to address.— Congregation-
alist. .

HYMN OF PRAIRE,

% @ive unto the Lord the glory due unto his name, Worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness.”  Ps. xxix, 2.

Grony, glory to our Father ;
Glovy to our Saviour, king,
For this full and free salvation,
Make the heavenly arches ring,
Let us all with hearts and voices
Sing of Jesus’ boundless love;
Praiso his blessed name furever
For our home prepared above.

Soon will burst upon our vision
Scenes of wondrous beauty there;
Soon will end this night of sorrow,
Soon we’ll reach the haven fair.
Oh 1 to dwell umong the blessed
In that home of joy and Iiéht‘
Come and take we, blessed Saviour,
I would dwell, Lord, in thy sight,

Oh ! I'm weary here of sighing,
Weary of earth's toil and pain,—

I would see those npnrklinf; mansions,
With my Saviour I would reign.

Tell me not of earth’s vuin pleasures,—
They have lost all charms for me;

Sing to me of Heaven, sweet Heaven,
Where I soon shall Jesus see.

Let me hear of my Beloved,
Talk of his dear charms to me;
Oh! it fills my hewart with rapture
When they sing, dear Lord, of thee,
Long and dark the night is passing,
Soon the morning bright will come
That shull end our toilsome journey ;
Soon we'll rest with Christ at home.

L. E. MiuLNe,

Gonference Deparviment,

—r.

s ~

Exhorting one another, aud so mach the more us ye see the day
approuching, Ueb, x, 25,

This Department is desigued to fill the same place in th{pnper
that the Conference or Soclal Moeoting does in the worship vd
Speak often one to another to comfort, edify and aid each other in the
way of holiness and true Christian experience,

o

e ———

From Sr. Baker.

Dear BrETHREN AND Sisters: I have felt of late
that I would like to speak of the wonderful dealings of
God to my soul, as I am so often cheered and encour-
aged by reading the testimonies of others that are sep-
arated, as we are, from all of like faith., There is but
one family of Sabbath-keepers that we know of in this
county, and it was by their means, through God, that
we now stand where we do. We can truly say that we
love the precious truths that are among the Advent
people, and that we love them more and morc; for
they are like the light shining brighter and brighter
unto the perfect day.

A little wore than a year ago we first heard that
there was such a people; and the more I read and in-
vestigated their views, the more [ was convinced that
they had the pure and unadulterated truth. But the
enemy, ever ready fo catch away the good seed, was
not willing to give me up without a great struggle.
The struggle came; but it terminated in my giving up
my Sunday-sabbath, and accepting the Bible Sabbath;
and I can truly say that it is my delight. My Bible
ig more precious to me than ever it was before. Now
I can see and understand more than I ever did, and it
seems to be full of the second-advent faith. Very soon
I believe we shall witness an end of all things created.
Prepare, my soul, to meet thy God. Oh! for strength
to gain the victory at last, is my prayer; and not for
myself only, but for all them who are patiently looking
for bis appearing.

We never heard any Advent preaching except what
we get through the Review from week to week, and
that is indeed precious, especially the Conference De-
partment. It is comforting to spesk to each other;

for we have the promise that they that love him, and
fear him, and think upon his name, will be spsred
when he comes to make up bis jewels. I ask an inter-
est in your prayers, that I may be able to overcome,
and to stand before the Son of Man,

C. A, BAKER.
Jasper Co., Towa.

From Bro. and Sr. Cady.

Bro. Smrra: We are still striving to keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith of Jesus, that we
may be found ameng the waiting ones when he comes
to make up his jewels. We feel that the times are
truly verilous, and that it behooves us to watch unto
prayer, that we be not overcome by our Adversary the
Devil, who goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking whom
he may devour,

We znve many tokens of the goodness and mercy of
God for which we feel to thank and praise his holy
name. P. . ax» N. J. Capy,

l’oy SFPP‘. Wis.

From Sr. Porter.

DiAR BretaneN ANp StsTers : It ig nearly thirvteen
years since I commenoed trying to keep the true Sab-
bath of the Lord; and as I look back on my past life
I feel to mourn that I have made so many erooked
paths, and have lived so far from God. Yet to-day I
feel thankful that the Lord is long-suffering to usward,
not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance. For a few months past I have
been passing through deep affliotion; but I feel no
less determined, yea, I feel more determined than ever,
by the assisting grace of God, to try to go through to
the kingdom. .

It is but a short time since my dear companion
was laid away in the grave, there to wait the sound of
the last trump. 1 firmly believe he will then come
forth elotbed with immortality. Oh, what a comfort-
ing thought! If we are faithful a little longer we
shall meet loved ones that now sleep in Jesus. It en-
courages me to press on.

I feel like putting my whole trust and confidence in
God, and I have ever found him & present help in time
of need, I can truly say there are but few ties that
bind me to the earth, My greatest desire is that
may overocbme all my evil besetments, and that God
will give me wisdom to bring up my children in the
way they should go, that we may at last become an
unbroken family in the kingdom of God. Oh! for a
deeper work of grace in my heart, I want to be fitted
and prepaved for the coming of our dear Saviour, that
I may hear the welcome applaundit, ** Well done, good
and faithful servant, enter thou inlo the joy of thy
Lord.” Lucy PorTER.

Mantorville, Minn.

From Sr. Stroud.

Dear BreroreN asp Sisvers: Those of you who
were privileged to attend the Wright camp-meeting
should not soon forget it, nor let the live coal there re-
ceived from the altar, go oot in blackness and dark-
ness. If we go back onr ery will soon be, The door of
mercy is closed, and we are not saved. Bitter the
thought to those who have once tasted that ¢ the Lord
is good.” May none of us ever realize this dark pic-
ture, but evermore do our duty, that we may walk into
the green pastures, beside tbe still waters, unto the
river of life, whose streams shall make glad the city of
God. Oh! how sweet it will be to be there.

My sister attended the camp-meeting at Wright, On
her return she told me much she had heard, especially
what Bro. White said, how the bare possibility of his
being lost wrung the ery from him, 0, my God, shall
I be lost?” I was deeply affected. The words of
sinking Peter came from the recess of my heart, * Lord,
save, or I perish.” One night I retired to rest, but
could not sleep. I tossed from side to side till long

past midnight, My burden seemed almost greater than
I could bear, when the comforting words came to my
relief, ““Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he will
sustain thee.” These words gave such comfort that
the burden rolled off, and I felt a sweet peace. I
arose the next morning with a prayer in my heart that
the Lord would bless my ‘*going forth and coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.” Since then I
have tried hard to fight the good fight of faith, in the
strength of him who has pramised, *“As thy day so
shall thy strength be.” A few weeks after this, I was
prostrated with lung fever three weeks; but,. through
a merciful Providence I am still spared, for what pur-
pose is not for me to know, but T trust I shall not be un
idle servant in the Lord's vineyard. When I recall

the many mercies that have followed me all my life
long, and vll my past unworthiness, I think of tho pit-
iful words of the vine dresser. And who that reads it
in the light it should be, will not feel touched with its
plaintiveness. *“What could have heen done to my
vineyard that I have not donein it? wherefore, when I
looked for grapes, brought it forth wild grapes.” Oh!
the tender compasgion and long-suffering of a merciful
and redeeming God. Sure enough, what more could
he have done for erring mortale than has been doae?
“While we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” He
was wounded for our transgressions; he was bruised
for our iniquities. The chastisement of our peace wag
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

““This blood is for thy ransom paid,
I die that thou mayest live.”

Could we ask more than this? What does he wish
in return for such boundless love? Simply a humble,
obedient, and contrite heart; and yet how few of us
will give him this humble pittance. O, Lamb of God,
was ever love like thine? ¢ Perfect love casieth ount
fear.

““This perfect love is joy, is joy complete,
I feel it mine, I feel it mive ;
Its streams are holy, holy, pure, and sweet,
They are all divine, all divine.
It comes in floods, it fills my soul,
Like wave on wave its billows roll,
Ob! yes, its power o’erwhelms the whole,
In my soul, in my soul.”
s Mageie A, STrouD.
Stephenson Co., 1.

Bro. D. R. SeerLy writes from Fayette, Towa: I
have heen expecting to bear something more in regard
to the Pilot Grove camp-meeting. Have the brethren
forgoften the stirring exhortations and the cutting re-
proofs that we heard from the servants of the Lord?
L can say that they are not forgotten by me. 1 have
prayed over it much, that I might live out what I
heard at that meeting.- It did me good. 1 think it was
the most profitable meeting I ever attended.

SisTer M. J. CARTER writes from Vernon Co.,; Wis. :
Though often very lonely, I am not discouraged. No,
I feel like doubling my diligence to overcome. The
Lord being my helper, T can go through to the king-
dom, Praise his holy name for the sweet promjfe
that he will never leave nor forsake us; unless we
ficst leave him. I want eternal life. 1 must have a
part in the kingdom of God.

I would say to the lonely ones, Look up, and take
courage; for our redemption draweth nigh. My faith
is strong in the Lord, I love the truths of the third
angel’s message. Truly the way is straight and nar-
row, that leads to the kingdom. We cannot take our
idols along with us; but I am thankful for that, T
want to be cleansed from every sin whi'e Mercy’s
sweet voice is still heard in our behalf. How it would
gladden our hearts if some messenger could come heve,
and present the truth before this people. I beliove
there are some honest ones here, who, could they hear
the truth, would embrace it. Some are much inter-
ested, and read our papers gladly.

Jesus winy Carry Me.—In a Christain family near
Amoy, China, a little boy, the youngest of three chil-
dren, on asking his father to allow him to be baptized,
was told that he was too young; that he might fall
back if he made a profession when he was a little boy.
To this he made the touching reply: ‘Jesus has
promised to carry the lambs in His arms. As I am
only a little boy, it will be easier for Jesus to carry
me.”  This logic of the heart was too much for the
father. He took him with him, and the dear one was,
ere long, baptized. The whole family, of which this
child is the youngest member—the father, mother and
three sons—are all members of the Mission church at
Amoy.—Mizs, Inst.

Tue proof that we believe in the reality of religion
ig, that we walk in the power of it.

Obitnary Aotices,

Blessed are tho dead which die in the Lovd from hencoforth.

S

e

Diep, in Waunkegun, IlL, Nov. 29, 1868, of heart disease,
Sarah 8., only daughter of Nathan H. and Huldah
Schooley, aged 30 years, 7 months, and 29 deys. She bore her
suffering of ten weeks' duration with great putience and
resignaton to the will of God. She had the nssurance that
she would come forth in the first resurrection. She had
kept the Sabbath for 15 years. The blow has fallen heav-
ily upon me. I mourn ber loss, but not without hope. We
were the only Sabbath-keepers in this place. On the sec-
ond of December we laid her away in Oakwood cemetery,
to wait till the Lifegiver comes, when she will come again
from the land of the enemy. Hurpaum ScrooLky.
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p&y Naw Movement ox e Apvest.-~Under the
heading of ““ A new Adventual movement,” the Advent
Herald of Dec. 15, 1868, speaks of & new publication
issued in England, called Zhe Watchmen of Ephraim,
the September number of which containa a prospectus
of *““The London British and Foreign Second Advent
- Publishing Company.” The object of this company,
as stated in their own words, is, * to establich a Sec-
ond Advent Press speaking all languages,” and to ig-
sue ¢ premillennial newspapers in Europe, Asia, Af-
rica, America, and Australia,” This indicates a move-
ment of no small magnitude. ~To any and all efforts
to arouse the world to the great truth of the speedy
personal coming of the Son of Man, we wish abun-
dant success.

p&y~ Bro. Wm. 8. Ingrabam reports good success
where he is laboring in Kansas. Hesays: “Thirteen
have commenced to keep the Sabbath, and stil] the
work is onward.”

A BISTER inquires:

If a woman tries to live out the reform, and her
companion will not, is it right for ber to cook victuals
for him, that she will not car herself ?

We answer, Yes; cook whatever your husband may
require. You need not partake of it yourself; but do
not try to compel him to your system; for by pursuing
such a course, you will be tenfold less likely to win
him to the right way.

Books for Children.

Tue Association has a full supply of nice books for
cliildren and youth, superbly illustrated, printed on
fing paper, and soitable for gifts. They are the pub-
licatfons of the American Tract Society. Wealso have
illustrated cards, picture books, and picture tr. cts,

put up in packets and singly, in great variety, and

libraries for children and Sabbath Schools, worth from
$1.50 to $28 each. Those who wish to make presents,
can send their money, from 25¢ to any number of dol-
lars, and their orders will be promptly filled. Cata-
logues sent, if desired, by pre-payment of 8 cents.

A Good Book.

¢InriprL Testimony concerning the Truths of the
Bible, containing more than one bundred and seventy
prophecies wh ch are proved to have been fulfilled by
seventy quotations from the writings of infidels like
Volney and Gihbon, confirmed by one bundred and
fifty extracts from the writings of other historians and
travelers: Selected from Dr. Alexander Keith's ¢ Dem-
onstration of the truth of the Christian religion,’ with
arguments and rewarks by H. L. Hastings.”

Such is the title of a pamphlet of 32 pages, of which
we have a few copies for sale at this Office. Concern-
ing it, we need only say that the body of the work
justifies the statements of the title page, quoted above.
Price, 10¢, postage, 2.

Question.

Bro. Smrtr: Does the original of 1 Kings xvii, 21,
22, read the same as in our version? Does it read let
this child’s soul come into him again? or, let the
child’s life or breath come into him? Will you please
answer this in the Review ? W. H. Wirp,

ANSWER.

The Hebrew word tranclated soul, in 1 Kings xvii,
21. 22, i neh phesh. Of ite use in this passage, Park-
hurst, author of a Greek and a Hebrew lexicon, says:
¢ As a noun nek-phesh hath been supposed to signify
the gpiritual part of man, commonly called his goul.
I must for myself confess that I ean find no passage
where it hath undoubtedly this meaning. Gen. xxxv,
18; 1 Kings xvii, 21, 22; Ps. xvi, 10, seem fairest for
this signification. But may not neh-phesh in the three
former passages, be more properly rendeied breath, and
in the last a brea’bing or animal frame.”” To this tes-
timony we may add that of Taylor, author of a He-

! Co., will he held, I

brew concordance, who says: ** Neh-phesh signifies the
animal life, or that principle by which every animal
according to its kind lives.”” It is translated life and
lives 118 times. The corresponding Greek word in
the N. T., is psuche, the primary meaning of which is
life.

The Sabbath a Part of the Law of God Before Sinai.

Tusns is snfficient evidence to show that the Sab-
bath existed before the time of Moses. Its origin and
first institution are mentioned in Gen. ii, 1-8. The fact
that time was divided into weeks of seven days each,
Gen. viii, 10, 12; xxix, 27, 28, shows that the Sabbath
was known and kept during the patriarohal age.
What else could have divided time into such periods?
But there is one fact to which I wish to call especial
attention, viz., That the Sabbath was recognized as a
part of the law of God befove that law was proclaimed
from Sinai. This is shown by the following in Ex.
xvi, 27-29: “’Apd it came to pass, that there went out
some of the people on the seventh day for to gather,
[manna], and they found none. And the Lord said unto
Moses, How long refuse yé to kee&my commandments
and my laws? See, for that the Lord hath given you
the Sabbath,” &ec.

Here the Lord rebuked them for not keeping his
commandments and bis laws. But what bad they been
doing? They bad ‘gone out to labor on the seventh
day. This was breaking God's law, or refusing to
keep it. Hence the Sabbath was a part of God’s law
at that time, which was thirty daysbefore the law waz
proclaimed from Sinai. This point is worthy of note.

D. M. Caxnigur.
Boston, Mass., Dec. 14, 1868,

The Way Opening.

Carws for labor in Cattaraugus Co., ave being made.
The Lord is stirring up the people and preparing them
to receive the truth. A family of three adult persons
at Cottage in the town of Dayton, have, one at a time,

embraced the Sabbath from reading merely, and de-
sire the truth preached in their place. Also near Ed-
dyville, the two Sabbath-keepers think it is the time
to hold a series of meetings there. The fields are
ready for the harvest. Let me labor in his harvest.
Let me gather some sheaves for the heavenly garner.
I feel like stirving up the gift that is in me; and
may God answer the prayer of brethren that J may
fulfill the ministry that [ have accepted at the hand of
the Lord. R. F Corrrrry.

Note to the 8. B. Treasurers in Iowa.

Our Conference Secretary, Bro. A. A. Fairfield, of
the Mt. Pleasant church, has told me from time to
time that some of our church treasurers do not report
to him as the constitution requires. Of course, there
is no use in having a system of order unless we follow
it. Sec. 4 says, ‘‘The churches will be expected to
make a report fo the Secretary, at the end of each quar-
ter. of the amount they have sent to the Treasurer, or
paid to preachers during such quarter.” Some have
sent their reports to the Treasurer. This is wreng, of
course. Makeryourreport regularly, whether you have
sent off any money to the Treasurer or not, It is neces-
sary to have these accounts in order to settle at the
close of the year. The last quarter closed Dec. 10
The duty of making the report for the church falls
upon the church treasurer. The duty is an easy one.
Brethren, let ns all be punctual.

Gro. I. BurLer, Pres. of Towa Conf.

gppniummtﬁ.

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

Tae next Monthly Meeting in the Northern district in
Maine, will be held with the.cBurch in Canaan. commenc-
ing Jan, 8, and holding over first-day, Bretbren, let us have
a full attendance. ... Per 6roER OF COMMITTER.
Tag next Quarterly Meet 'Qoz at_Avon, Rock Co., Wis,,
will be held Jan. ¢ and 10, 18890, Brethren from Monroe,
Albany, and Rockton, ‘are expected. Cannot Bro. T. M.
Steward meet with us? E. 0. Newsox,

Toe next Mom,hl'y Meeting for the -churches in Allegan

rovidencépermitting, at Otsego. Mich.,

the first Sabbath in Junuary, 1869, Bro. Byingion is re-

quested po attend. **A two-days’ meeting may be expected.
In behblf of the church. A. H, HiLriaro,

Tre next Monthly Meeting of the church at Gridley, IlL,

will be beld at the school-house near Bro. Sock’s. We
want to hear from every member of this church at that
meeting; and those that are bebind on their 8, s, are re-
quested to settle up at-this meeting. Meeting begins
sixth-day evening, Jan. 15, and continues over Sabbath
and first-day. Wi H. Suows, £lder.

ProvipeNcE permitting, the next Quarterly Meetiw_ of
the S. D. Adventist church in Waterloo, Grant Co., Wis
will commence with the commencement of the Sabbath
Jan. 28, 1869, and continne two days. We hope there will
be a general effort made by all the scattered, lonely ones
to get to this meeting. We also hope to see some from
Sand Prairie church. ~ Dear brethren and sisters, our pro-
bation is fast closing, ILet us therefore heed the injunc-
tion of the apostle, to not forsake the assembling of our-
selves together, but exhorting one another, and so much
the more as we sce the day approaching, I now expect to
commence meetings with the Waterloo church the 16th,
and continue till the close of the Quarterly Meeting,
I. Saxsony.

Provioexce permitting, I will also bold meetings with
the Sand Prairie church, Jan. 30 and 21, on my way to the
Sugar Grove school-house, in Crawford Co., Wis, where I
expect to commence a protracted meeting Thursday eve-
ning, at hali past six, Feb. 4, 1860, Will Bro. Deming
please give general notice of the meetings ?

. 1. SANBORN.

BUSINESS AND PERSONAL.

A limited space will be given under this head for Business Notices from
the brethren, at 20 cents per line for ench insertion. Parties must give
good reference us to their standing and responaibility.

e e A et P ™l 8 i A A i A i,

Hovss and barn and 2 lots for sale in Battle Creek,
Mich. The house is new and built in Gothic style—has 7
good-sized rooms with closets and other conveniences—
with good cellar, &c. It is situated on Washington St,
the first house north of the Health Institute. Price $3500,
or would exchange for & good farm. Call on or address,
0. B, Jones, Battle Creef, Mich,

Buginess Deparvtment,

R

Not Slothful in Business. Rom, xii, 11,

G

Business Notes.
The books have been sent.

RECEIPTS.
For Review and Herald.

Annexed to each recsipt in the following list, is the Volume and Num-
bor of the Revizw & Hemaup 1O Which the monsy reccipted pays,—
which should cocrespond with the Numbers on the Pasters. frmony or
the paper is not in due time acknowledged immediate notics of the emis-
sion should then be glven.

$1.00 cach. H Lombard 3318, S W Willey 341, E Scribner
84-1, J Smith 34-12, L D Smith 341, Mrs O Rogers 34-', J Hanson
84-1, M Lockwood. 341, L M Fuller 341, I G Camp 34-1, Callawa,
Elien 341, Jane 8horoy 34-1, John White 34-1, Rlizabeth White 34-1.

$2.00 each, W V Fiold 85-1, Mrs O Groom 841, O Davis 34-1, J
Pievce Sr 351, M A Eaton 351, J M Wilkinson 83-1, M M Nelson
35-1, A B Williams 35-1, Mrs ¢ Townsend 361, Mrs A O Thompson
35-1, R Bakor 36-1, H 1T Bramball 33+, C 8 Worthing 34-13, J D Mor-
ton 356-1, B 8 Brooks 35-1, K Lobdell 36-1. M O Morrell 35-*, A Hagzel-
tino 86-‘-, T Mount 85-1, T Paton 86-1, 7 Witson 35-1. John Hurd 36-1,
Mary € Sanders 24-9, K D C Green 81-17, G G Punham 34.16, Jas
Allen 36-1, J 1 Collins 34-2', H Brockin 33-1, J Frank Jr 34-1, W
Kelley 36-13, J B Lamson 34-14, R Niles 35-8, W E Cheesebro 35-1, N
G Sanders 36-1.

$3.00 each. A Mulleu 34-21, E A Poole 35-18, N Hlddleson
347, J H HUoggie 34-2, 1 Clive 8421,

Miscellancous, L Blisa 50 33-13, W H Riley §#4.00 381, TH
Parker 2,25 33-1, O Munn 2.50 34-8, Eliza Burbeo 1,20 32-1, Mrs L
Hobley 50c 338 A B Talman 60c 52-14, 8 S8imons 50c 34-1, J B David-
son 2,75 83-14, Joslah Witter 6,00 86-7, 8 Vincent 5.00 39-1, D R See-
ley 1.50 32-1,

E. CoLny :

For Review to the Poor.
H Hunter $2.04,

Cash Received on Acconnt,

W V Field 50, A 8 Hutchins $1.55, 8 H Bonfooy. 2.00, R Cochran
8.00, G G Dunham for J E Citns 1.35, H F Phelps 60c, 8 Plerce 3.00.

Michigan Conference Fund.
Church at Genos $15.00, North Plains 12.00.

Books Sent by Mail,

Mra J Boach $1.20, W W Boach 1.00, M J Carter 1.563. 8 O Winslow
Ti4c. H Hunter 1.468, A Moorhous 1.00. W V Field 25¢, E Scribner 25¢,
H W Harrows 50¢, A 8 Huichins 1.00, 8 H Peck 1.0 J Bouton 2.00,
M M Nelson 2.25, 0 Morvin 2.25, E Walworth 2,24, & Petty 100, L M
Locke 20c, [ D Sm'th 20¢, E Burbee 80e, Mrs O Tuw- send 26, Mra
Jobnstoma 40 -, J C Rovell 20¢, 8 K Curtis 1.00, 8 Cure 1.00,8 J How-
ell 2.00, Mrs M Curtis 1,00, L M Fuller 1.00, H C 8 Carus 1.56, Jas
Sawyer 1.66. R Lester 1 00. A B Dibble 1.00, J Hicks 1.00, I G Camp
1.22, David Pettis 1.40, 8 Pierce 2.00, A E Heaton 10¢, J B Pratt 500,
F W Morse 40c, B Treland fife, ¢ K Parnsworth 2.88, J Hurd e, C
B Shepard 100, M J Shattuck 1.00, G G Donham 40¢, P McLaugh-
lin 1. 86, J McMillan 26¢, A L Ellis 25c, W E Cheesebro 3.00

Books Sent by Express.
D McLaughlin $3.16, M A Tilder, Appleton, Wis., 10.50,
Received on Book and Tract Fund.
A F Kellogg $2.00, L J Kellogg 60c, W B Cheesebro & wifo 60,00
Donations to Publishing Association.
Vermont State Conference §50.50.

Roceipts for Benevolent Fund.

M A Enton $£1.00, E Weed 10,00. H Stebbins 200, A Stehbing 2.00,
J Lindsay 5,00, 8§ A Lindsny 500, W W Stebbins 10.00, € Stillman
10.00, P Prosser 100, 8 Vincent 5.00, J Lamson 15.00, W B Cheescbro
1000, ¥ W Morso 4.00.

For California Mission.
B Balisbury 5,00, W E Cheesobro & wile 10.00, I'M L 50c.




