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“FAINT, YET PURSUING."

Bouxn for the better land,
Why should we glumber,

Or in the vineyard stand,
Only to cumber?

Sands of life wre running fast,

. lot ns be doing,

Be like heroes of the pust—

“Faint, yet pursuing!”

What though we wander licre,
Midst doubt and dangers?

Soon shall the shore appear,
Where thege are strangers,

Where the pilgrim’s broken siaff,
Needs no renewin

Wine for wormwnocf shall we quaff—
“ IPaint, yet pursuing.’

The Serxmon,

~—~—~

I charge thee theroforo before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
lhdljufgo tho quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom

PREACH THE WORD. 2Tim. iv, 2.
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LOVE OF THE WORLD*

BY ELD., JAMES WIITE.

_—

Trxr.—“ Love not tho world, neither the things that are in the
world. If noy man lovo tho wonld tho love of the Father is not in
him.” 1 Johuw ii, 15,

Toe connection is indced interesting. ¢TI wrile
unto you, little children, because your sins are for-
given you for his name’s sake, I write unto you, fa-
thers, because ye have known him that is from the be-
ginning, I write unto youm, young men, because ye
have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, lit-
tle children, because ye have known the Father. I
have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known
him that is from the beginning. I have written unto
you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word
of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the
wicked one.”

These are the words of the beloved John. He dwells
much upon the subject of love. Love abode in him.
His nature was in harmony with love. Grace bhad re-
fined and elevated him until it was easy for him to
love.

Ile addresses the people of God in terms of affec-
tion. His age, perhaps, makes it proper for him to ad-
dress the church by the term of little children. 1'ra-
dition says of him, that in his old age, when not able
to rise to address the assembly, seated in his chair, he
would repeat these words, ““Little children, love one
another.”

What he says of young wen is equally true of young

*Prenchoed in Battle Creek, Sabbath, Feb. 13, 1860. Reported for
the Revisw.

! women

‘ment ave founded in love.

Those in the morning of manhood and wo-
, manhood, possessing strength of intellect as well as
physical strength, have in them power to gain viclo-
ries.' “I have written unto you, young men, because
ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you,
and ye have overcome the wicked one.” Young wen
ore called to enter the army to fight the battles of
their country. And because of the strength of their
years, those who have not yet reached the noon of
life, are the very ones that the church have a right to
look to as wvalinnt in the cause of Jesus Christ.
In the spiritual warfare with Satan and his angels,
these arc the ones who should succced. I have
written unto youn, young men, because ye are strong.
and have overcome tho wicked one.”

But, with most young men and most young women,
time and strength are regarded altogether too valuable
to spend in the service of their Master. And instead
of entering into this spiritual battle, and gaining victo-
ries to save themselves, and to become strong, to be of
use in riper years, we find them loving the world,
and the things that are in the world, and giving the
best, of their lives to the service of the Devil. This is
a frightfal fact existing in the church. And it should
be a matter of mourning to the church. She may well
put on sackeloth of hair, and mourning, that the very
strength of the church, or what should be the strength
of the church, is spent almost exclusively in the servicc
of the world, and of Satan.

Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world.” The apostle makes a distinetion. World,
here, refers to this globe. In the following verses, I
think, is given an idea of the distinetion which the
apostle had in his mind: “ For all that isin the world,
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”
The world, perhaps, means this earth, this globe, with
all that God has created upon it, And the things that
are in the world may refer to the works of men, that
which is termed by the apostle, the Just of the flesh,
that which the flesh lusts after, the lust of the eye,
and the pride of life. “ And the world passoth away,
and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God
abideth forever.”

The Seriptures deal in strong terms. These strong
terms are sometimes qualified by other revealed faots,
The Seriptures must be understood in harmony. When
correctly understood, there is found fo exist a perfect
harmony throughout. The apostle would not give us
to understand that all our powers to love are to be ab-
sorbed in the Father, and that no portion of our love,
or any degree of our love, may be bestowed elsewhere.
The husband is commanded to love his wife; we, there-
fore, are led to the position that the Father is to re-
ceive our supreme love, and that wherever it is proper
and right that our affections should rest, it should be
in o lesser degree.

God is love. The principles of his moral govern-
Aud it is in the mind of
the great God to do all 'his creatures good. He re-
quires of us supreme love. Yect & man may love his
wife. God commands him to do this. Christians may
love a world of sinners lying in wickedness, because
the word of God teaches that they should do it. The
Christian may even love hig enemies. It is no more

than what Christ told him he must do. We may love
this place consecrated to the worship of God. It is
right that we should. Creaturcs that God has formed,
who are dependent on us to live, may share a portion
of our affection. Bome particular location may have
many claims to our special regard. There may be as-
sociated with it things that make that place cspecially
dear to us. In a proper degree, to love that spot may
be right.

But in the text, the love of the Father is put in con-
trast with the love of the world, and the love of the
things that are in the world. We are not sufliciently
sanctificd to God to bestow our love always as wo
should. We are living in an age of extremes, and we
ourselves are prone to be extremists. If wo would
ever bear in mind, as in duty bound, to love God su-
premely, and love everything else in a gubordinate
sense, it would be better for uns.

The object of the apostle, as I regard it, is to strike
against the great evil that existed in the church in his
day, and has existed ever since, namely, & growing
disposition in the hearts of the diseiples of the Lord,
to love the things of time and sense, to love these su-
premely, and to love God in an inferior sense.

I am not disposed, this morning, to halve this mat-
ter, and try to run around plain facts, The church
generally love this world supremely, and love God in
an inferior senge, Could the matter be reversed—
could they love God as they love the world, and could
they love the world as they now love God—then we
might have proper proportions.

T love to hear that remark that we have frequently
heard in substance like this: ¢ We should bestow our
love, and should put forth our efforts, in proportion to
the value of the objects of our pursuits.” For a
moment, think of the duration of the next life, of the
glory of the next world, and the reward of the future
state. And then think of the brief duration of this
mortal state. Are our efforts, our devotions, propor-
tionate to the objects we aro seeking? Then we would
serve God a thousand times where we would serve
the world once. And we would love the world but a
thousandth part as much as we love Heaven, and the
things of God. Our lives should be in harmony with
the words of Seripture, ““Seek first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness, and all things shall be
added unto you.” We do not doit. Wedo not obey
Christ in this respect:

The history of the church is a sad one. It has been
hard to bring men and women up to the stand-
ard. When God, in past ages, has undertaken to
try his people, to prove them, they have most always
sunk beneath the {rial. And instead of coming out
gold, they have come out drogs. This is the sad his-
tory of the church. Probably there is not a more
beautifal character brought ont in the Seriptures of
the Old and New Testaments, than that of Abraham.
And yet the world and its spirit had a most powerful
influence npon the patriarch, And he, yielding to it
in the form of polygamy, suffered his character to be
terribly marred. Oh! what a living shame |

God has, in every age, tried his people. And it is
his plan o try men in reference to the great prevail-
ing sin of the age in which they live. This was so0 in
the case of Abraham. The sin of the world then was
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not covetousness, and pride, and vanity, and the love
of money, which curses the men of the present gener-
ation, But the great sin thon was, a plurality of
wives, Why! a king wos not half a king unless he had
from ten o 8 hundred wives. We speak now of the
heathen kings. Polygamy was as popular then as it
iz now at Salt Lake. A man now is not half a Mormon
unless he has sufficient wealth to have at least half a
dozen wives. Butpolygamy wasas wrong in the days
of Abraham as it is now at Salt Lake. The whale sys-
tom is entirely opposed to God’s plaw. If his plan
had been that & man should have two or three or half
a dozen wives, why did he not take out of the side of
Adam, two or three or s half dozen ribs, and make as
moany wives for him, Instead of this, he took one
only. That was God's plan. The great men in Abra-
ham’s day, the kings about him, had a plurality of
wives, This was their pride. This was their glory.
This was their groatness. Abraham was truly a great
man, and oh ! what a living shame that tho weaknoess of
his nature should lead bim to bend to the popular crime
of his age, and that that noble character which shines
out from the Seriptures of the Old and New Testamonts,
should becomesomarred, What aterribleshame! Butit
only shows how dangerous is unlawful love of the
world, and the things that are in the world.

With the history of thia matter all should be famil-
iar. It is wonderfully interesting. God promised
Abraham that he would make his seed as the sand of
the sea in number. The promised Meir of the world
was to come through bis seed. And yet Sarah, his
wife, in her age, was childless. Did Abraham believe
God? Certainly. And there was the promise of God
that he would make him a great nation. Wonderful.
He is perplexed. But finally Sarah has a son at the
age of ninety years. Tsaacis born. It was, however,
a miracle of divine power, Iere stands tho patriarch
at the age of one hundred years, and his wife Sarah
at the age of ninety, and the child of promise is born
unto them. T say it was a miracle.

But prior to this time, Abrabam passed a terrible
trial. Prior to the birth of Isaac, he was in great
perplexity as to how this thing could be. Abrabam
waits, and lis perplexity increases. Here are all the
nations around him just glorying in the popular vice
and sin of the age, polygamy. It was as common for a
mau to have a plurality of wives as it is now for a man
to have only one wife. This was the oxisting state of

things. Wherever Abraliam turned his eyes, it was
polygamy. Wherever Sarah looked around her, it was
polygamy. It was the glovy of the age. The Devil

comos along and tempts Sarah, She goes to Abraham
and says, Now Abrabam, my age forbids the fulfill-
ment of the promise; but here is my maid, Hagar,
take her to wife, and let the promise of God be ful-
* filled. Abraham yiclded. Oh! what a living shame!

“ Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world.”” If he had stood where he might have
stood, and bad clearly seen God's plan in the begin-
ning, that one man and one woman only should oon-
stitute the head of every family, he would not have
been tempted. But the power of example around him
influenced him in his perplexity to the popular sin of
the time, And what a miserable family tronble fol-
lowed. Hagar despised hor mistross. Isaac is born.
Then came the rivalry between the two women, Hagar
and Sarah. Hagar had the idea that her Ishmael was
to be the child of promise. Sarsh, now that Isaac is
born, believes him to be the child of promise. What
a miserable family fuss! And just such things are
ever the result of error. How embittered was Abra-
ham's life. He has to send Hagar away, and his own
son, Ishmael.

1 now carry you back to the point I firgt introduced
before the birth of Isaac. The birth of that son wasa
miracle. But why did not God work this miracle, if
a miracle it must still be, when Sarah was fifty, or
sixty, or seventy, years of age? God could have
wronght a miracle then, just as well as when she was
ninoty years old—just as well as after Abraham had
fallen into the sin of polygamy. Why does God suffer
his servant Abraham to thus fall? Let me say, friends,
God tries every man. God tests every man. He will
not admit any one to the kingdom of Ileaven before he
has boeen tested.

God, I say, could have wrought a miracle, and Isaac
been born when Sarak was sixty, or seventy, and
Abraham been saved all this perplexity. And the
sin of falling into polygamy might have never rested
upon Abraham. But he is no respecter of persons.
Abraham must bo tested as well as other men. But,
unfortunately for him, he did not stand the trial.

Follow me now for a moment. And you that are ac-
quainted with the matter, will be able to follow me.
And you who are not*I advise to become acquainted
with it before the sun goes down. The promised heir
was to come through Abraham. Sarah, Abraham’s
wife, reaches the age of eighty-nine, and is yet child-
less. Her age now forbids the idea of her having
children. She finally bas a son at the age of ninety.
The birth of that son is a miracle of God’s power,
God designed it so. It would have been so, of course,
if Abraham had been true, and never taken Hagar.
But just think how splendidly would” Abrabam’s char-
acter have shone out from the Bible, had he not fallen
st all.  Just think of it. Here iy the promise that his
seed should be as the sands of the sea; yet his own
wifo, and the only one he ever should bave had, is
childless. She roaches the age of cighty-nine years,
and yet there is the promise. God is sending
his angel, repeating the promise over and over again,
which promise was that his seed should be as the sand
of the sea. Had Abraham stood the test, how much
trouble it would have saved him. And he would
have stood out as one of the noblest characters in the
word of God. And the skeptic would not have grown
bold over hiz wrong, to fling insult in the very face of
Heaven. ¢ There,” says the infidel, ““is the father of
the faithful, cherishing two wives!” . What a living
shame that Abrabam should thus fall!

But God is good. God was merciful to Abrabam, al-
though he had become stained with the popular crime
of his age, and marred his holy character. The God
of Heavon gave him a chance to redeem the time, to
redeom his character, and to place it higher in the
estimation of Heaven than if he had not fallen. How
is this? Can Abraham redeecm the past? God bas a
plan by which he may. At a later period he says to
the patriarch, ¢ Take now thy son, thine only som,
Iseac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of
Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” What
father’s heart would not have revolied at this, the
most terrrible test that God ever bronght upon mortal
men! Its equal oannot be found.

The aged patriarch obeys. He does not open the
matter to Sarah.  He foars the result of such & course.
He well remembers what witchwork Sarah made when
she persuaded him to take Hagar. ¢ And Abraham
rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and
took two of bis young men with him, and [seac his son,
and clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up,
and went unto the place of which God had told him.
Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and
saw the place afar off. And Abrabam said unto bis
young men, Abide ye here with the ass, and 1 and the
lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to
you. And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offer-
ing, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the
fire in his band, and a knife; and they went both of
them together. And Issac spake unto Abraham his
father, and said, My father; and he said, Here am I,
my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood;
but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering? And
Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a
lamb for a burnt-offering ; so they went both of them
together. And they came to the place which God had
told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and
laid the wood in order; and bound Isaee his son, and
laid him on the altar upon the wood. And Abrsham
stretchod forthi his band, and took the knife to slay
bis son. And the angel of the Lord called unto him
out of Heaven, and said, Abrabam, Abraham. And
he said, Here am I.  And he said, Lay not thine hand
upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him; for
now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast
not withheld thy son, thine only gon, from me.”

God did not say to Abrabam, Take Isaac, and go to
the mountain, and build an altar, and put on wood,

and put Tsaac upon it, and act just as though you
were going to slay him, and just as you are ready, I
will call to you, and tell you to hold, I have provided a
ram instead. It was no such farce as this, The apos-
tle says that Abraham accounted that God was able to
raise Isaac up, even from the dead. Ho had no other
idea than that he was to slay his son. And now his
only hope is, that God would raise him from the dead.

Oh! what a desperate position is this to which the
patriaroh is driven! He is an extromist. How wild!
He is mad. But God had pushed bim to just that very
position. Just such an oxtreme was necessary in his
case; and if he stands the test, then he will redeom
the past. Abraham must now be an extremist, There
is no other way. God watches from Heaven, as the
silversmith watches the ore in the furnace, lest the
precious ore shall be destroyed. He watches until the
dross is all separated from the pure metal. So God
looked on as Abrabam was passing through the trial.
But Abraham staggared not at the promise. He builds
the altar. Hoe places the wood. He binds Isanc and
lays bim upon it. He raises the knife. But just as
the fatal blow ig about to fall, a voioce from Heaven
calls, Hold, Abrabam, it is enough. You have proved
yourself trne. You bave redeemed the past. Tt is
enough. Blessed be God! What a happy day is this
for Abrabam. The cords are loosed from happy Isaae,
bappy that his father has met the mind of God, and
receives the approving smiles of Heaven, without sac-
rificing his life. They come dewn from the mountain
rejoicing, and the circumstances of the case are writlen
out for the good of the chureb. Al the scenes of
Mount Morish are recorded, and in the heavenly record,
Abrabam now stands higher than if he had not fallen
into the sin of polygamy.

It was the influence of the world, that threatened the
patriarch all through his life, as well as it threetens
us, In one particular he stained his character. God
gave bim a chance to wipe the stain off. He did it, by
faith in God. And he stands as the father of the faith-
fol. In the next life you may look around upon all the
victors that shall stand upon the plains of deliverance,
and Abraham’s palm will be the most beautiful. His
crown will shine with the greatest glory. For of all
thoso that have fought in the warfare of faith, none
will have stood such a test ag the patrinreh. Among
all the faithful his crown will be the brightest. He has
fully redeemed the past. What an encouraging view
this is to present to those who have marred their lives
in the past, by wickedly departing from God. He
gives them an opportunity to redeem the time, and to
como out as gold, and to have the heavenly record
stand in the eyes of God, and Christ, and angels,
fairer than if they never had fallen.

Now Abraham’s case is not an isolated one. True,
it is a marked case. It was a shameful full, and a
glorious victory. But tho case of every ehild of faith
will resemble that of the father of the faithful.

God has designed to bless this people, located at
Battle Creek, greatly. He has given evidence of this,
In times of backsliding, and even rebellion on the part
of many, he has sent his servants into your midst, and
a8 it were, over the heads of the church, sinners and
backsliders have been brought fo Christ. The scenes
of the past year—the visits to the Kalamzoo to bury
the new converts with their Lord in baptism, these
front slips filled with backslidors and sinners, testify to
what X am telling you, that God has bad great blessings
for his people in Battle Creek. He has reproved you.
The great sin among you has been the love of the world,
and of the things that are in the world. The lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the oye, and the pride of
life. These cover almost everything that is sinful.

Thore are those in this church that have been covet-
ous, loving the world, gathering the world, and have
shut up their bowels of compassion against the poor,
the suffering, and the ncedy. These things have been
reproved. God has given you a chance to redeem the
time. There are those who love to gratify the lust of
the eyo in their dress, and in their appearance, For
this pride of lifo, and lust of the eye, they have been
reproved. They have had an opportnnity to redeem
the past. There are those in whose hoarts has been
inspired an extreme love of worldly amusements,
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Singing is not to be objected to by any means, if held
subordinate to the principles of true religion. Would
to God that we all sung. DBut it has been turned to a
bad account. And then various other amusements
have been advocated as being healthful, innocent, and
even necessary. It has been stated that if you take
them away from tho young, there would be a vacancy
which nothing else could fill, and they would run to
ruin. This is ono of the Devils arguments. Just getl
these things out of the mind, and T can present work
enongh before the young, work just in harmony with
the teachings of my Lord. These yonng men and
women, that should be strong to overcome the wicked
one, ¢can be engaged in more noble work than play-
ing checkers, or any of these little, simple plays, that
do not amount to & row of pins. These young men
and young women should be gaining vietories in the
work of God. And to come down Lo these small things
ig & living shame. Come, young men, and young wo-
men, search np the destitutc and needy. Visit those
orphans, who ave, perhaps, brothers and sisters in the
church. Go search for these children, Go to these
in the name of your Master. Are they ignorant?
Give them books. Do they need fo be tanght right
principles, how to shun the evils in the world? You
are just the persons for this work. "

“T have written to you, young men [and it is a8 goo
for young women, as for young men], because ye are
strong, and have overcome the wicked one.” Cherish
love of these things, and your playing croquet, check-
ors, and the like, will look to you like small business
for Christinns. Go, young fricnds, and search these
out. Try to lift them up. Get your strong arms,
young men, and young women, beneath them, and lift
them up. Are they in want of clothing? Get them
clothing, and bring them to the house of God. Are
they in want of instruction? Have your assemblies,
not for the fortunate ones, but for the poor, the halt,
the lame, and the ignorant; and there you may do
good in leading them on to goodness and morality.

«1 have wrilten unto you, young meun [and [ do not’

beliove the apostle would object to my adding young
women also], because ye are strong.” It is your
strong arms, that we want to lift in the ¢ause.

I have said that a man that loved money, and had
been stingy with the orphen, stingy with the unfortu-
nate, and had a eold, rigid hoart toward the poor, had
been reproved. Such have had a chance to redeem the
time. They should have been about it. And the men
and women that have had a love for folly, dress, and
the vanities of life, had better have been in haste to
get rid of these things. And there are some young
men, and some young women, in this church, who
are as full of this kind of trash as an egg is full of
meat. They have been reproved over and over again,
God would have them to redeem the time.

Abraham, aud the test brought to bear upon him,
may be taken as an example of many I am addressing.
God pushed Abraham to the position where he was an
extremist, Nothing could blot out the stain upon his
noble character but to be pushed to the pesition where
he stands forth as an extremist. The man who has
had a love for the world, and that young woman whose
life has been as nimless as a butterfly’s flight, and
these young people who have had all their powers
buried up in gome of these simple plays, God would
have become extremists, on the other side. And the
very best thing they could do to correct themselves of
the weakness in the one direction ig to stand forth de-
cidedly in the opposite direction. God requires it.
Nothing elge will fully satisfy the Spirit of God but for
you to prove yourselves, and show that you stand en-
tirely aloof from the sins into which you have fallen.

God gave Abraham a chance to fully redeem the
past, and vindicate his character, that he might stand
upon the sacred record ag one of the most excellent
characters therein written. The patriarch improved
it, and eame off a victor. There are those in this con-
gregation who have failed to come up to the doctrine
of Christ. But for the sake of the intevestsof the
cauge of God located in thig city, when hearts were
sot against his work, he reproved those in the wrong,
and has turned the current of things in another chan-
nel. Mis name be praised for what he has done.
Then be left you to redeem the past. Dut have yon

done it? Did he Iead Abraham, afier he had made
mistakes, Lo take an extreme position to blot out the
stain upon his character? Then you would be fully
Jjustified to become extremists. I would explain my-
gelf here. I mean just this: That man who had an
extreme love for money, has had opfortunity to redeem
that by extreme liberality. That person who has
been unfeeling toward the orphan, has had a chance to
redeem the past by having a great care and regard for
them. Has he done it? And those that have been
running to pride, and dress, and folly, bave they re-
deemed the past?

Now, friends, just place yourself in the position of
right. TLetthe hoavens gather blackness, Lot all hell
be astir, Let what will come, be men and women
for God, There are ways leading in all directions out
itto the world. Here is a young theater in this city.
Should any Seventh-day Adventist be found there, I
should feel like puiting on sackeloth. When you hear
of any visiting that place, please buy a weed for my
hat.

It is time we knew where we were. When we got
into the right position, copious showers of God’s bless-
ing will come upon ug, and we shall not be as dead 28
door nails.

May the blessing of God rest upon us. May the
truths we have spoken rest with deep weight upon
your minds. Amen.

MENTAL IMPROVEMENT.

As a general thing, we think too little of the culti-
vation and improvement of the mind. A man has
land, he improves it; money he has, he puts it ont at
interest ; stock, he sees that it is always growing; but
his mind he considers a servant, to be used in his own
interest. His mind is employed, worked, burdened;
or he does not perchance stop to think of the fact that
hig mind is capable of improvement.

Property, riches, honor, fame, may all take wings
and fly away ; but a well-stored, well-cultivated mind,
will last, and will continue to shine when youth,
beauty, and wealth have all passed away; and more
than this, will not ments! culture go with us when we
enter the celestial world, if we are 8o happy as to at-
tain to it ?

Men toil, and strive, and tug, at the perpetual round
of life’s labor, and year in, and year out, they are
slaves, though in & free country ; they toil and sweat,
and often even when they have attained a competence,
they only know how to toil on and on, forgetting that
they possess minds capable of endless improvement.

So common is this, that if it happens that one more
thoughtful, leaves the common beaten track, and lives
in gimple style, that he may have time to think & little
of the affairg of the mind, he is considered much be-
hind in the race of life. He has no money at interest,
no fine houses or farms to rent, but is content with a
competence. Surely he must lack common gense, say
the wise and prudent of this world.

But we do not think of censuring any one on this
head ; we only suggeat that it is, as we believe, every
one's duty to cultivate the mind daily, old as well as
young. And speaking of this, we would inquire if
premature old age is not sometimes cansed by this
very thing, too much phyeical labor, and too little real
mental culture.

It iz & well-known law of nature, that neglect of any
physical or mental endowment, cauges the decay of the
neglected capacity. Thus the singer may neglect his
vocal powers, and he soon loges his musical talent.
The mechanic may lose his skill, by ceasing to practice
his trade. And g0 of every kind of business. It is
the constant practice of the same which makes the
gkillful workman.

Now it often happensg ihat, when people become a
little in years, they imagine they must grow old, lose
sight, hearing, memory, and at the glightest notice
they have of this, they imagine the time has come;
aud committing their affaire to others, they sit down
in apathetic slumber of mind, become dull and torpid
as to lifo’s affairs, and suppose it is all chargeable to
old age. We admit that old age brings decay; but
not #o soon a8 it often comes to the timid and despond-
ent.

Thet the culture of the mind tends to Iengthen life,
and to strengthen the mental powers, is proved by the
lengihened lives and usefulness of such men as have
most consistently, judicionly, and continuously, im-
proved the mind; and hundreds of such men are now
living; which is, we think, fair evidence of the cor-
rectness of thia position.

There are various weys of improviug the mind.
Circumstances may debar some from such & course of
study as they wish. To such, some other mode of im-
provement is suggested by the nccessities and exigen-
cies of the occazion, Again, another consideration
presents itself. It is this, that men’s minds are varied
in their tastes and capacities; one is for deep and
thorough investigation; another skime more swiftly
over the surface, but returns again to plow decper the
next fime; one is the deep subsoil plough, another
only ploughs the light stubble just below the surface;
or one is like the elephant shaking the earth as he
walks, another is like the light deer, which glides softly
but gwiftly by. '

But much as minds differ, they need in a certain
sense, the same preparation and early training. Fail-
ing in this, they suit themselves to circumstances, and
the nearest available means and mode of improvement.
Benjamin Franklin gained his high position by varicd
and extensive reading; and he was a remarkably
rapid reader. Sir Isaac Newton sttained lo eminence
by deep study and research.

In religious matiers, one peruses the Bible with cau-
tion and care, comparing parallel passages; slowly
but surely removing seeming difficulties and objections.
To him the reading of the Bible by course would be of
little benefit compared with the mode he has adopted.
To another the study of the Seriptures is sccomplished
by often reading them by course. To such an one, it
may be more habitual and natural to get the sense by
often reading the sacred toxt; and by so doing the
whole Bible becomes familiar. And as he often reads
it in this manner, it becomes a part of his being. Like
an elegant and finished painting, it becomes impressed
upon his miud, in all its grandeur and truth, sublimity
and beauty ; and every fresh perusal, brings out some
now beautieg, not hefore seen.

The writer of this must confess himself of thislatter
class; but had he in the past formed & habit of study
in his reading, it might have been otherwise. Not
long since, & man of erudition and deep piety, made
this remark in a private letter to a friend: «I am
now studying the first chapter of Genesis.” He was
not saying, ¢‘ To-day, I am studying this chapter,” bat,
¢TIt is my study at present;”” and he is & man of large,
comprehensive mind, capable of rapid work, Think
of this, ye who are content to gkim along the surface.

But with regerd to mental culture, our age is teem-
ing with theories as to the best modes and means of
improving the mind. We fall back upon the tried and
proved testimony of the Bible: ¢ Seek first the king-
dom of Heaven.”” First fill the mind with heavenly
light and wisdom ; then there is a foundation to build
upon; and when the mind, purified by grace, does ac-
quire wisdom and knowledge, it shines with far greater
luster and beauty, ag the sky always scems more beau-
tiful, when clouds and mists are cleared away.

Josery Crarxs.

Sincerity.

Sine, ““without,” and cera, *“wax”—from these two
Latin words is sincérity derived.

It means pure honey after it is extracted from the
substance that surrounds it. .

I gather this from De Sales, a pious French writer,
who has given us such treasures of thought in his
works.

1 had never analyzed this word. It has a new and
more beautiful meaning to me from this time. If one
says of a pergon, “He or she is sincere,” I fecl that
the individual is to be trusted; that the character is
free from all duplicity, is frauk, earnest, pure, artless.
How blessed to find such a soul! May we not all at-
tein to this sincerity? Is it not possible by God's
grace? All things are possible with God.

Let us ask for his Toly Spirit to dwell in our hearts,
and so to sanctify them that they may be sincere with-
out offense.

It is so happy to feel that God loves us, and that
men {rust ug.— Christian Banner,
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THOUGHTS ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL.

—_—

CIAFTER 11, VERSE 42 (CONTINUED).

As the view is presented that the ten toes of the
image denote the ten kingdoms that arose out of the
Romsan empire, we are sometimes met with the objec-
tion that Rome, before its division into ten kingdoms,
was divided into two parts, the Western and Eastern
Empires, corresponding to the two legs of the image;
and as the ten kingdoms all arose out of the western
division, if they are denoted by the toes, we should
have ten toes on one foot of the image, and none ou
the other; which would be unnatural and inconsistent.

The fallacy which forms the basis of this objection,
is the view that the two legs of the image signify the
geparalion of the Roman Empire into its castern and
western divisions, To this view there are several ob-
jections.

1. Rome, from the very beginning of its history, was
represented by the two legs ; and if these denote divis-
ion, it should have been divided at the very commence-
ment of its carcer. This claim is sustained by the other
gymbols. Thus the division, or the two clements, of
the Persian kingdom denoted by the horng of the ram,
the elevation of the bear upon one side, and perhaps
the two arms of the image, existed from the first. The
divigion of the Greeian kingdom, denoted by the four
horns of the goat, and the four heads of the leopard,
dates back to within eight years of the time of its in-
troduction into prophecy. So Rome should have been
divided from the first, if the legs denote divigion, in-
stead of remaining a unit for nearly six hundred years,
and scparating into its eastern and western divisions
cnly a-few years prior to ils final disruption into ten
kingdoms,

2. No such division into two great paris was de-
noted by the other symbols under which Rome is rep-
resentedin the book of Daniel; namely the great and
terrible beast of Daniel vii, and the little horn of chap.
viii. Hence it is reasonable to conclude that it was
not the design of the image to represent such a divi-
sion. ‘

3. Tach of the four monarchies had its own partic-
nlar ferritory, which was the kingdom proper, and
where we are to look for the chief events in its history,
shadowed forth by the symbol. We are not therefore
to look for the divisions of the Roman Empire in the
territory formerly occupied by Babylon, or Persia, or
Grecia, but in the territory proper of the Roman king-
dom, which was what was finally known as the West-
orn Empire. Rome conquered the world ; but the king-
dom of Rome proper, lay west of Grecia. That is what
wasg represented by the legs of iron. There, then, we
look for the ten kingdoms; and there we find them.
We are not obliged to mutilate or deform the symbol
to make it & fit and acourate representation of histor-
ical events,

Vense, 43. And whereas thoun sawest iron mixed
with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the
seed of men; but they shall not cleave one to another,
even asg iron is not mixed wiih clay.

With Rome, fell the last of oarth’s universal empires.
Heretofore the elements of society had been such that
it had becn possible for one nation, rising superior to
its neighbors in prowess, bravery, and the science of
war, to attach one after another fo its chariot wheels
till all were consolidated into one vast empire, and one
man geated upon the dominant throne could gend forth
his will as law to all the nations of the carth. When
Romeo fell, such possibilities ferever passed away.
Crushed bencath the weight of its own vast proportions,
it crumbled to picces, never to be united again. The
iron was mixed with the clay. Its elements have lost
the power of cohesion, and no man, nor combination
of men, can sgain consolidato them. This point is so

‘the ten kingdoms did not become one.

well set forth by another that we can do no better than

to quote his words:
¢ From this, its divided stale, the first strength of the

empire departed—but not ag that of the others had
done. No other kingdom was lo succeed it, as it had
the three which went beforeit. It was to continue, in
this tenfold divigion, until the kingdom of stone smote
it, apon its feet, broke them in pieces, and scatiered
them as the wind does chaff of the summer threshing-
floor! Yet, through all this time, a portion of its
sirength was to remain, And so the prophet says,
¢ And as the toes of the feet were part of iron and part
of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and
partly broken.’ (v, 42.) How in any other way
could you go strikingly represent the facts? For more
than fourteen hundred years this tenfold division has
existed. Time and again men havedreamed of rearing
on these dominions one mighty kingdom. Charlemagno
tried it. Charles V tried it. Louis XIV tried it. Na-
poleon tried it. But neither succeeded. A single verse
of prophecy was stronger than all their hosts. Their
own power was wasted, frittered away, destroyed. Bat
“Partly strong
and partly broken’ was the prophetic deseription. Ang
guch, too, has been the historic fact concerning them,
With the book of history open before you, I ask you,
J& not this an exact representation of the remnants of
this once mighty empire? It ruled with unlimited
power. It was the throned mistress of the world. Tts
scepire was broken ; its throne pulled down : its power
taken away. Ten kingdoms were formed out of it;
and ‘broken’ as then it wasg, it still continues— i. e.,
¢ partly broken.’” ' For itz dimensions still continue as
when the kingdom of iron stood upright upon its fect.
And then, it is ¢ partly strong’—i. e., it retains even
in its broken state, enough of its iron strength to resist
all attempts to mould its parts together. ‘This shall
not be,” says the word of God., ¢This has not been,’
replies the book of history.

“But then, men may say, ¢Another plan remains,
If force cannot avail, diplomacy and veasons of State
may—we will try them.” And so the prophecy fore-
shadows this when it says, ‘They shall mingle them-
golves with the seed of men’—i. e., marriages shall be
formed, in hope thus to consolidate their power, and,
in the eud, to unite these divided kingdoms into one.

¢« And shall thig device succeed? No. The prophet
answers; * They shall not cleave one to another, even
as iron is not mixed with clay.’ And the history of
Europe is but a running commentary on the exact ful-
fillment of these words. From the time of Canute to
the present age, it has been the policy of reigning
monarchs, the beatea path which they have trodden,
in order to reach a mightier scepter, and a wider sway.
And the most signal instances of it, which history has
recorded in our own day, is in the case of Napoleon.
He ruled in one of the kingdoms ; Austria was another.
He sought to reach by alliance what he could not gain
by force, i. e., to build up one mighty, consolidated
empire. And did he suceced ? Nay. The very power
with which he was allied proved his destruction, in
the troops of Blucher on the field of Waterloo! The
iron would not mingle with clay. The ten kingdoms
continue still.

¢ And yet if, as the result of these alliances, or of
other causes, that number is sometimes disturbed, it
need not surprise us, It is, indeed, just what the pro-
pheey seems to eall for. The iron was ‘mixed with
the clay.’ For & scagon, in the image, you might not
distinguish between them, DBut they would not remain
so. ‘They shall not cleave one to aunother.” The
nature of the substances forbid them to do so in the
one case; the word of prophecy intheother Yetihere
was to bo an attempt to mingle—nay, more, there was
an approach to mingling in both cages. But it was to
be abortive. And how marked the emphasis with
which history affirms this declaration of the word of
God!”

Yet with all these facts before them, with all these
plain declarations on the sacred page, asserting their
power through the overturns and changes of centuries,
the efforts of warriors, and the diplomacy and intrigues
of courts and kings. some modern expositors have
manifested such & marvelous misapprehension of this
prophecy, as to predict & future urmiversal kingdom,

and point to a European ruler, even now of waning
years, and declining prestige, as ““the destined mon-
arch of the world!” Vain is the breath they spend in
promulgating such a theory, and delusive the hopes
or fears they may succeed in raising over guch an
expeetation.

(7o be continued.)

A CLEAN UNIVERSE.

Tag universe of God was onco free from the taint of
sin. Every thing which God made was pure and holy
in his gight. There was no evil thing in existence.
Rebellion broke out in the person of one of the high-
est of created beings. Tt spread among the angels of
God. It was communicated to the inhabitanis of cur
earth. Sin is a short word, but it embraces all the
deeds of wickedness that can be committed or imag-
ined. It began with one evil thought, or, perhaps, to
speak more accurately, with one thought of evil
This wag harbored instead of being rejected. Behold,
how wonderful the exient of the ocean of iniquity
which has originated from this one evil thought.
God's fair creation has suffered from the intrusion of
this pestilential evil. .

To us the time seems very long that this awful
plague has remained in existence. But let none sup-
pose that this intruder has gained any rights by this
long-continued possession of & place in the universe
of God. It has only one right, that is, to be pun-
ished. And in due time that shall be atiended to.
Evil, having once broken oul, was not Lo be extirpated
till it had borne its fruit; and then, when pot down,
it ghall be done in such a manner that it shsll not rise
the second time, Be patient. God waits till the heirs
of salvation are complete. He waits till the measuve
of evil is full. Then the wickedness that refused to be
cleansed by blood, shall feel the cleansing touch of the
devouring fire, and the universe shall be clean nover
again to be defiled. J. N A

THE NUMBERING OF THE PEOPLE THE
SECOND TIME.

Twicg, during the administration of Moses, were the
people of Israel numbered. The first time was when
they had been in the desert only about ome year.
Num. i, The Jaw of God, in awful grandeur, had
been proclaimed from the summit of the flaming
mount, The tabernacle had been erected, and the ark
containing God’s law had been carried into its most
holy place, and there deposited. The cloud of God’s
glory had taken possession of this sacred building.
The hand of God had given them bread from Heaven
every morning. He had smitten the rock and given
them water, The Lord of hosts had shown his pres-
ence in their midst, and the pillar of cloud by day and
the pillar of fire by night, departed not from their
camp.

When, at the close of their first year in the wilder-
ness, things stood thus, and the work to be done on
the way seemed almost accomplished, God directed
that they should be numbered. Moses performed tho
cemmandment of God ; and of men able to go forth to
war, there was numbered six hundred and three
thousand five hundred and fifty. This nnmbering did
not include the tribe of Levi at all, nor did it include
any females, nor any that were under twenty years of
ags. What a vast host of men of war! Over six
hundred thousand! Every one of these persons ex-
pected to have an inheritance in the land of promise.
Every one of them might have had it. They had had
such tokens of God’s lovingkindness as no other peo-
ple ever witnessed. Now the Lord took down all their
names, and proceeded to marshall their hosti in the
completest order, preparatory to their marching into
the land of promise. REyerything indicaled their
speedy entrance into Cansan.

The book of Numbers is very fitly named, It opens
with this numbering of the host of Israel. Tn its
tweaty-sixth chapter, the host is numbered again.
Not one man, save Caleb and Joshua, of all that were
numbered the first time, was alive to witness the sec-
ond numbering. Every other person had fallen in the
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wilderness, The second numbering of lsrael was an
eveut caleulated to impress the peoplo with tho fact
that God will fulfil! his thieatened judgments,

And why was there so terrible a failure? Simply |

because the people were wicked. Sin was in their
midst. It broke out at last in such open, wanton re-
bellion against the God of Ilcaven, that he, by & sol-
emn oath, exeluded them from tho Jand, and doomed
them to die in the wilderness,

The second numbering of Isracl made manifest the
fact that not one man of all that had rebelled. against
God, remained alive, Iow f{ull of instruction is this
subject to the people upon whom tho ends of the
world arg come. Our hopes of entering the kingdom
of God cannot be stronger than were those of Israel
when by God’s dircction they were numbered the first
time. We cannot have greater tokens of his favor, of
his presence, or of his willingness to save, than they
had. But with all this, they came short of the land
of promige. The second numbering was eminently in
place, to show beyond all dispute that God’s threatened
judgments had been accomplished.

The history of Isracl teaches us onc great lesson.
We cannot carry sin in our hearts. It will inevitably
bring us to ruin. They made the trial, and miserably
perished. . Let us be warned by their example.

J. N. ANprEwWS.

AGE-T0-COME VAGARIES.

It is said that ‘“*necessity is the mother of inven-
tion;” the greatest inventions have generally been to
supply a demand—to meet an existing want, When
we look at the inventions of the Age-to-Come teachers,
we are oompelled to the belief that their necessities
are great indeed; for it is not in the mind of mortal
man, to reach out to such things, unless pressed thereto
by the most urgent necessity.

J. B. Cook, having made his argument for the resto- |

ration, and everlasting blessing, of ¢ Jerusalem that
now is,” found himself in antagonism with the Revela-
tion, wherein was scen the New Jerusalem coming
down from God out of Heaven. Two Jerugalems on
the same ground, did not scem to work well; to change
his ergument to coincide with the facts of Revelation
would spoil his theory, and therefore could not be
thought of for a moment. Iore was a slight diffi-
culty—it would probably have seemed a great difficulty
to any one but an Age-to-Como believer; buthisinvent-
ive genius was equal to the emergency. Me hero die-
covered that the New Jerusalem never woald come
down from Heaven; that idea was all a mistake of the

seer of Patmos. Jacob’s ladder was to be erected in

the age to come, and a Jerusalem would be located at
either end!

Some years gince it was stated in o secular paper,
that an experimenter had discovered a composition
which, in appearance, resembled a diamond, and by
adding various coloring matters, it could be made to
resemble the various most precious stones. The editor
of the Bible Fxpositor was in ecstasies. He published
the wonderful invention, as the true solution of Rev.
xxi. The New Jerusalem was going to be built by the
saints, and restored Jows, in Palestine; and as the
stones described by Jobn could never be obtained in
sufficient quantities to accomplish such a work, this
invention would enable them to produce an imitation
which would answer the description—at least in ap-
pearance! This is the first intimation we ever received,
that the precious foundations so gorgeously set forth
by the Revelation were only Age-to-Come shoddy.

J. M. Stephenson, in 1864, published a tract enti-
tled, the ““Herald of Messial’s Reign,” designed as
an argument for the Age to Come. IIe assumed that
the parable of the Saviour in Luke xvi, relating to the
death of the rich man, represonted the national death
of Isracl, And if so, the query arises, how can Jews and
Gentiles bo blessed together in the Age to Come, see-
ing there is a great and impassuble gulf fixed between
them? What shall—what can, be done in such a case ?
But we need not fear the result, ¢ven here. The system
never would lhiave arisen had not its advooates been

skillful to meet difliculties; and Mr. Stephenson meets |
| gigus of the times, the seints’ inheritance, the law of

it like a man. On page 67, he says:

“The great gulf which cannot be passed during the
present digpensation, will be bridged over in the times
of visitation, that caoh clags may pass to the other.”

All plain, and easy of accomplishment! A more or-
dinary mind might bave resorted (o the expedient of
filling up this great galf with Age-to-Como publioations;
but filling up is tho work of common laborers. Bridg-
ing the gulf of a parable is a very scientific operstion, and
will doubltless call into requisition the combined skill
of the Age-to-Come enginecrs.

It would be very eagy for the reader to imagine
that the above-mentioned ideas were thrown out asg

| burlesques on the Age-to-Come; but it is not so. They

were aotually set forth by ardent admirers of that doc-

trine, ay true expositions of the prophotic word., And

we are called upon to believe them! As we read them

we wonder if people can possibly sink much decper in

delusion. J. H. WaaGoxeR,
Norridgewock, Me., Feb., 26, 1869,

TO WHOM SHALL WE GO ?

AT one period in Christ’s ministry, wany of his dis-
ciples were turning away and Jeaving him. John vi,
66-68. Then Jesus said to the twelve, ** Will ye also
go away ? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life.” This was a very forcible answer. Their eyes
were 8o far open that they could see the corruption of
the old Jewish zects. They were fully satisfied that
none of them had either the light or the power of God.
They knew full well the Gentiles were without God,
and without hope in the world. Eph.ii,12. But now
also arose diffioulties, and discouragements, and even
dangers, in following Jesus of Nazareth. Some of hig
teachings they thought were hard sayings, and who
could hear them? Many also of his disciples were
leaving bim, and his cause looked gloomy indeed. Un-
der these circumstances, Christ asked the twelve if
they also would leave him. This was a trying time.
But Peter looked not only at the difficulties, and per-
haps doubts which they might have in following Jesus,
but he also made a very necessary inquiry, ‘‘Lord, to
whom shall we go?” Who will give us more light?
Who will show us a clearer way? Who will give us
more evidence of being of God than you have? Where
shall we go that we may find no dificulties, no doubts,
no trials, no discouragements ? e was satisfied that
he could find no such a people or way. 8o he con-
cluded to stay with Jesus, amd risk all in following
him. Happy choice for him. Great will be his re-
ward for his faith in Jesus at that dark hour. That
was the timo that Jesus needed friends, if he may be
said ever to have needed them. There was some yir-
tue in confessing Christ at such a time.

Do doubts, or fearfulness, or uncertainty, or dis-
couragement with respect to our peculiar faith and
work, sometimes come over us? Are we tempted to
give it allup ? If so, we would do well to stop and
ask ag Peter did, ** To whom shall we go?” Who has
got more truth, more devotion, more life, more spirit
of sacrifico, more of the fear of God, more unity?
Who bas got less grounds for doubts and fears? If we
should look at all these points fairly, I think we should
soon decide as did Peter, to stick by the work. We
are often go foolish as to allow one doubt, one slight
ohjection, to outweigh all the mass of evidence on the
other side.

I have to confess with sorrow that gometimes I have
become discouraged when I have realized so small
fruits from g0 much labor, and toil, and effort. T have
felt that there must be something wrong, there must
be an easier way, a way to accomplish more. When
I bave seen my brethren have so little zeal, so little
spirit of sacrifioe, got into trial so casy, and fall so far
ghort of what 1 thought they ought to do, these things
have discouraged me, and I have been tempted to
think that they could not be the people of God, or
things would not be so. My brother or sister, have
you felt 0 too?  Well, let me tell you how I found
relief. T first ran over in my mind the mass of evi-
dence we have in the Bible in favor of the Jeading points
of our faith, such as the fulfillment of prophecy, the

God, the Sabbath, &c. I compare this with the
objections brought against them. This often relieves
me of all my fears. Then I go and look st other peo-
ple who profees to he tha people of God. I look at
the fraits of other men’s labors with difforent weapona.
I zee that though they may make a greater show for a
moment, yet in the end the truth accomplighes the most
permeanent results, I find that those who profess the
third angel's message have more unity, more resl hu-
mility, more of a spivit of sacrifice, aud more of the
fear of God, than any people T bave found yet. This
is my experience, and I have bad a very good chance
to know.

When we get into trial Satan would have us believe
that no one has so hard a time as we do. When our
brethren do wrong, he tempts ug to think that no one
else would do so. When a trial of our faith comes,
Satan would like to have us believe that we could
readily solve every doubt, and remove every objection,
if we were on the right track. But where shall we go
to better the case? If we give up this truth for a
slight objection that we cannot answer, what shall we
do with all the evidence in favor of it? Doubts and
unbelief are Satan’s mighty weapons. Heaps on
heaps have been slain by them. God help us to be
armed against them,

Satan would have ug think that it is a virtue, or at
least that we have a perfect right, to donbt as Jong as
we can find & single objeotion to hang our doubts upon.
True, we should not believe without good evidence;
nor should we throw away a great mass of the best of
evidence for a small ebjection which we may not be
able readily to solve. Where is there ground for faith
if we must positively know every thing? Whoever
serves (fod has got to move out by feith, and risk
gsomething. Noah rigked all be had, and God was
pleased with his faith. So did Lot in fieeing from
Sodom when there was no sign of danger. The apos-
tleg had to risk something in following Jesus. They
believed he was the Son of God, but they did notknow
positively beyond a doubt. Their faith relied upon
the evidence, and they moved out and risked 2]l upon
him. Others have had to risk something in obeying
God, and so must we if we have a part in his work and
in his kingdom. Not only the wicked and abominable
but the fearful and unbelieving shall go into hell.
Reov. xxi, 8. The servant who hid his lord’s money in
the earth was afraid. Matt. xxv, 256. He could not
rigk much npon his faith in hislord. e =lso was cast
out.

Brethren and sisters, God wants men and women
who will risk gomething upon their faith in him, who
will venture all upon their confidence in his work,
who are willing to work hard and suffer much now
upon simple faith in his word. This message calls for
such persons., Are we there? Have we got any faith
in God, any confidenceinhigwork? Then let ugghowit.
T have fully decided from the evidonce that the third an-
gel’s message is of God, and I shall risk all my hopes
upon its suocess. Ifit fails, ITehall be a great loser both
in this world and the one to come. All my energics of
soul and body shall be given to it. 1 have an intense
interest in thig work, and in its success. Its prosper-
ity is my prosperity and my only hope, and its failure
would be my deepest grief and total ruin. But I be-
lieve that it ig of God, and hence shall risk all I have
to rigk in anything, upon this message. May God
accept the humble offering, and grant me a humble
part in its joys when it shall triumph.

D. M. Oanricur.

TO THE FRIENDS OF THE CAUSE IN IOWA.

Dear Breraren: Believing you will all be inter-
ested in the progress of the truth in our own State,
we desire to present before you the following state-
ment for your consideration: .

Our tent, after being in service more or less for
about eight years, is used up. The top is full of mil-
dew holes, and the wall badly torn; so that it will
never answer for more ihan some temporary purpose,
or to cut up for small tents, or something of this kind.
The two meetings last fall finished it. So we are now
left without & tent. e cannot believe for & moment
that you will think it advisable to remain thus desti-
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tute of means to convey the truth to others. Without
a tent we can do very little toward laboring effect-
ivoly in the summer season for the propagation of our
faith ; neither could we ask for & laborer of the (Gen-
eral Conference with much assurance, if we had no
meang of making his labor available. Many of our
churches have been broughi out by this means and
should therefore feel a special interest in providing
one for the benefit of others. Without a tent it seems
to us the cause in the State must inevitably flatten
down, and that interest which has been rising, dwin-
dle out, and those who have been laboring with ear-
nestness for its advancement, become discouraged.

We must have a tent. We makeo this appeal before
the Conference, because if we wait till then, it will be
too late to get the use of it the coming season, It
would take some time to order one from Rochostor, and
before it conuld reach us and be et in ordor, the season
would be far advanced. We therefore take the re-
sponsibility upon ourselves of making this call before
the sitting of the Conference in June, so that it may
be on the ground ready for use at that time.

We want a sixty-foot tent. The additional cost
above that of a fifty-foot one would be more than com-
pensated by the additional capacity. Our tent last
summer sometimes had as many on the outside who
could not get in as there were in it. The price of a
new sixty-foot tent is a little over four hundred dol-
lars. We desire to raise this sum by the first of June.
We desire to proesent this matter before our churches
ag we labor with them this spring, receiving either
money, or pledges payable a¢ the State Conference, and
we earnestly hope our soattered brethren through the
State will respond to this call by sending in either
cash or their pledges to Bro. R. M. Kilgore, Washing-
ton, Iowa. If they want the truth preached in their
vicinity it will be very necessary to have a tent; and
the measure of their desire will be expressed by their
liberality in responding to this call. We have mot
sufficient Systematic Benevolence to do this without
geriously embarrassing the Conference. Our former
tent was bought with means partly raised by our east~
ern brethren. The General Conference have taken the
interest to supply us with labor for several years past.
Let us show them that we have interest enough for
ourselves and otljers to provide the means to make this
labor effective without making them any additional
trouble on this account. The General Conference are
strongly in favor of our having a tent. We have an
abundance of means among our brethren with which
to purchase one. Shall we take hold promptly and
have it upon the ground in June? Let your answers
to this question come in the form of money and pledges.

Gro. L. Burrer, ) Jowa State Conf.
J. T. Mrrongr, Ezecutive
H. Nicora, Comunitles.

We hereby pledge ourselves to pay the snms set to
our names for the purpose of buying a tent to be used
by ihe Iowa Conference of 8. D, Adventists:

George L. Butler, $20.00; J. T. Mitchell, $20.00;

Henry Nicola, $25.00; Mary Nicola, $5.00; R. M.
Kilgore, $10.00; David Smouse, $20.00.

REPORT PROM BRO. RODMAN.

Wr have been here now about six weeks. Have
given in the time fifty-seven discourses, and visited
nearly every family in the place, and some of them &
number of times ; also, some out of the place that were
interested. Sickness among the people and bad
weather hindered us from meeting at different times
more than a week. There had been quite an inferest
to hear by nearly all, until the Methodist minister tried
to show that the first-day was the Sabbath, and Bro.
Haskell reviewed him. Thig strengthened the preju-
dice of some to that degree that they staid away from
our meetings; but others came in, still interested to
hear more on the truth, not being satisfied with the
minister’s reasons for Sunday-keeping; for he stated
plainly that there was no direct command in the New
Testament for keeping Sunday; but gave about the
same reasons usually advanced for not keeping the
day named in the fourth commandment, and observing
another day in its stead, adding one or two reasons
that 1 do not remember of ever having heard before,

why we should not keep the Sabbath of the fourth com-
mandment, but a day not even mentioned in it, and for
which, as he himself admitted, there is no command in
the Bible :

1. Christ was Lord of the temple, and abolished it;
hence, being Lord of the Sabbath, ho changed it. But
Bro. Haskell met, and showed the absurdity of, this
reagoning, by referring to the fact, 1 Pet. iii, 0, that
Abraham was lord of Sarah, which would show that
Abraham could abolish, or destroy, Sarah.

2. One reason for Sunday-keeping was, Who knows
but that Jesus told the disciples, when with them forty
days after his resurrection, that Sunday was the Chris-
tian Sabbath ? This was answered by Matt. xxiv, 20,
where Jesus recognizes the Sabbath of the fourth com-

the yoar.

Nearly all that were keeping the Sabbath, were con-
firmed, and some that before had not been able to de-
eide what was truth on the question, saw the lack of
Bible for Sunday, and, we hope, will obey the truth,
and enjoy the liberty that David did when he said, “T
will walk at liberty, for I seek thy precepts.” Ps,
exix, 45.

The interest to hear remains good with the most
that have attended our meelings, and I think others
will yet embrace the truth, if those that have embraced
it move in faithfulness, and keep up good courage. Bro.
H, leaves to-day, duty calling him home. I remain
another week, and then remove as appears right.

I hope to have the prayers cf God’s dear people, that
I may know and do all his will cheerfully, and be
among the saved at last. P. C. Robyax.

Blakeville, N. H.

REPORT FROM BRO. FULLER.

Bro. J. W. Rayxoxp and myself continued meet-
ings at Woodhull, until Feb. 28. We had given fifteen
discourses, with an increase of interest up to that time,
and then we found the words of Rev. xii, 17, to be true.
There is a church in the vicinity calling themselves
Adventists. I cannot say first-day Adventists, for
a part of them take the no-Sabbath and no-law posi-
tion. DBut I am glad to say for the credit of the church,
I think a small part take that position.

I cannot call them Age-to-come; for when one of
their ministers would come and preach that doctrine,
another would come and overthrow it,

A minister by the name of Marlatt, belonging to them,
did all be could to oppose the Sabbath, by trying to put
down the law of God. He came to the meetings
occasionally until his wife acknowledged in public
that she believed from what she had heard that God
had a holy day, and she should examine for herself,
and if she became satisfied it was the seventh day, she
should keep it whether any of the rest did or not.
Good decision. Eld. Marlatt did not attend again until
their covenant meeting last seventh-day.

We were invited to lead their meeting. He came in
very lato, (nof because Le had far to come, for he lived
but about eighty rods distant) and took no part in the
meeting except in the business transactions. Some
business was called up, and it was evident the Elder
was hard to be suited. Deacon Baxter was in the chair,
The Elder arose and said, ““I request that my name be
dropped from the church book.” Deacon Shirley made
the motion. It was seconded by the clerk, and he was
dropped without comment. Two sisters followed, re-
questing to haye their names drepped. It was done
with dispatch. The chair then inquired if there
wasg any more wishing to be dropped.

One sister, whe has long felt she was crushed, took
bold of the promises of God anew. Another who three
months ago, requested that her name should be dropped,
asked the clerk if it had been; finding it had not, she
resolved to go on and serve the Lord with them,

But something very serious had happened. Several
of the chureh had stated, even publicly, and repeatedly,
that they were going to serve God hereafter by keeping
all his commandments.

Something must be done. They could not stop the
people from going to hear, nor could even some of
them bhe stopped from believing and advocating the

truths of God. What could be done? Eld. Marlatt’s

mandment A. D. 70, as really as he does the scasons of.

father wag trustee, and the school-house was of course
under his control. 1 remember of hearing a full-grown
boy, who, when any one did that which displeased him,
would say, T will tell father.” Well, it is evident the
Elder decided to **tell father.” And ¢father” came
between the afterncon and evening meetings and locked
the house. Same spirit which eommanded Paul not
to teach any more in the name of Christ. Mr. Baker
opened a private room for us the evening after first-day.

We had a quiet sitting together in tho Lord, after
which I took four names for the Review and one for
the JInstructor.

It was decided to hold some meetings at East Wood-
hnll, where we had held a few before. 1 would say to
those who believe we have the truth, there is a respon-
sibility upon you to live it out. Shall opposition, or
reproaoh, or friends, or worldly interest, stand in your
way ? It iz through mweh tribulation that you may
expect to enter the kingdom of Heaven. Heaven
belongs only to the self-denying, sacrificing, God-
fearing, Christ-loving sons and daughters of the Lord
Almighty. And weare made such by coming out from
error, and derkness, and taking our stand on the broad
platform of Ged’simmortal truth.

Yours.

Wellsville, March 1, 1869.

N. FoLier.

DEERFIELD QUARTERLY MEETING.

Tue Deerfield Quarterly Meeting Feb. 27, and 28,
was a season of interest and profit to the church. A
small attendance was expected on account of the severe
storm just preceding the meeting; but in this we
were as happily disappointed, as we were also surprised
to meet with Elders Pierce and Ingraham. \

Sabbath morning Elder Ingraham spoke to us on the
subject of the night watches. As he brought forth
out of the storehouse things new and old, we listened
with interest to learn the meaning of the scriptures,
the application of prophecy, and our position in the
third watch. He brought to our minds the solemn
changes that the fourth or morning watch would bring ;
that as the children of Israel were brought through
the sea safo to the sbore, 8o will deliverance come to
God’s people, and they will sing the song of Moses and
the Lamb.

And as the Lord in the morning watch looked unto
the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire
and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyp-
tiang; so will the morning watch of time’s dreary
night prove a time of trouble and destruction from the
Lord unto the hosts of the wicked.

Sabbath afternoon Elder Pierce gave a discourse in
which he laid before ns the importance of striving fo
enter in at the straight gate, lest we soon be among the
many ineffectual seekers who come after the Master
hag ehut to the door.

Evening after the Sabbath Eld. Ingraham gave us a
very touching sermon on the sufferings of Christ and
his victories, exhorting us to arm ourselves with the
same mind, that we may be able to stand the severe
tests of the last days.

First-day morning we had a social mecting; and
after a business session, Eld. Ingraham gave a discourse
in which he explained why we claimed more light on
prophecy than was manifest in past ages. Quite a
number that came in to hear listened with good interest.
—At this meeting two things were obvious, first, that
there was a growing spirit of unity and kindly feeling,
and second, that those who had been the most promi-
nent and had drank the deepest of the bitter spirit of
contention in Minnesota now stand on very difficult
and dangerous ground; one already out of the chnrch,
another desiring to be, and still another where he must
soon stand outside, and also beyond hope of help
from the church.

While the hopeful condition of the many is encour-
aging to the church and the mossengers, the sad condi-
of the few ig a solemn warning to all who may be
tainted with the same spirit, E. W. Darnina.

Faribault, Minn.

HE calls to patience who is Patience itself; and He
that gives the precept enforces it by his own example.
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REPORT FROM BRO. LAWRENCE.

—

My last repori wasfrom Alma, Jan. 7. Ispent three
days in Alma, preached Lwioe, and held one gocial
meeting, Sowe here aro trying to overcome. The
12th, Bro. and Sr. Marsh, and myself, came to Eden-
ville. Here we spent one weck, helped in the settle-
ment of & matter that resulted in the expulsion of
three from tho church. I preached three times, held
two church-mectings, and two social meetinge, and
baptized seven. On Wednesday evening Ispoke to the
church in Jay. Thursday evening spoke to o few in
Williams, that were gathered for a prayer-meeting.
After meeting I consulted them concerning giving
Jectures in that place. They expressed an anxiety to
hear. I commenced with a good congregation until
Tuesday evening at their regular prayer-meeting their
preacher (Methodist) was present, and began to ory,
Wolf, which frightened some. ITe appointed to preach
on Thureday evening, and took for his fext the first
sentence of the fourth commandment, from which he
tried to make out that the seventh day of creation was
the first day of the week, He made such a perfect
failure as to disgust the intelligent part of his congre-
gation. I therefore concluded not to review him,

He gave notice to preach on Sunday on the coming
of Christ, and took for his text, *Feed my lambs.”
He stated that the business of a shepherd was to feed
the sheep and lambs, and watch the dogs and wolves.
Ile beljeved Christ would come, but nol in two thousand
years. Ile quoted Peter’s vision of the sheet let down,
and thanked the Lord that now they could eat anything,
thue making a chowder of unclean animals, and fowls,
and everything, to feed his lambs with. He then quoted
one ortwo texts to show that man wag immortal. Thus
ended his discourse on the second coming of Christ. I
conlinued holding mcotings here over fonr weeks, and
some ten or twelve are keeping the Sabbath.

Being obliged to return home, I came to Jay, spoke
to the church on Wednesday evening; The church in
this place are making some advancement. But there
is much yet for them to do. T arrived home the 5ih,
inst., afler an absence of over cleven weeks.

R. J. LAwWRENCE.

QUARTERLY MEETING IN OQHIO.

Our Quarterly Meeting convened at Bowersville,
0., at the commencement of the Sabbath, ¥eb. 20.
Our beloved Bro. O. Mears, of Bowling Green, 0., met
with us, and proved & great help to the little chorch
at thig place. IHis testimony was timely, and well re-
ceived by the brethren and sisters here. Our meet-
ing continued until the evening after the 24th, holding
ten meetings, besides attending to the ordinances on
Sabbath afternoon. The result of the ordinsuce meet-
ing wag good. There was some interest oulside, and
we believe there was an impression made on some
that will result in great good. May the Lord grant it,

There was a delermination manifested on the part
of soma to start for the kingdom. We still need help.
We mugt move out on the truth, and keep in harmony
with the body, and keep pace with the message. Tes-
timony No. 17 is received, and being read by the
brethren. It is well received, and making a good im-
pression. We hope that great good will result from
the same. To the Lord be all the praise. Brethren,
pray for us, that we may go through to Mount Zion,
and that the work may move on here.

Wot. COTTRELL.

Greene Co., Ohio.

Meetings in Minnesota.

—

Tupre are numbers coming out to obey the truth in
this place, and they are very anxious to have the Ra-
view, InsTrucror, &c. But there is a great destifu-
tion of money in these frontier regions. Only two
years ago it was necessary to extend help to these
people, from other parts of the Stale, to prevent star-
vation. The people are as fine, intelligent & class of
citizens as one can meet anywhere; but a hard battle
with frontier privations ig their lot for the present, at
least.

I never saw so much interest manifested by any, in

getting out to meeting, as I have seen here. Family
after family are coming out to obey the truth, aund
they take hold promptly in our social and prayer
meelings. They are throwing away tobacco and tea,
just on the few hints we have thrown out in exhorta-
tion. The Spirit of the Lord is moving among the
people. From all directions the cry comes in most
urgently, ““Come over and lelp us;” Would there
were ten where now there is one, to labor in the wide
harvest field. We ask our brethren to remember us;
for the enemy is not idle. There have been several
powerful efforte made to stop the work here, but by
the blessing of God all bava proved unsuccessful thus

far.
F. W. Monse.
Tanhassen, Minn.

Gounference @wiﬁiiﬁ}u«t—:

~on

Exhorting one another, and so much the more ns yo see the day
approsching. Meb, x, 205,

This Department is designed to fill the same place in the paper
that the Conference or Socinl Meeting does in the worship of God,
Speak often one to another to comfort, edify and nid each other in the
wiy of holiness and true Christian oxperience.
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From Bro. and Sr. Farnsworth.

Dzar Brernrex axp Sisters: We feel it a privi-
lege, as well as duty, to spesk to you through the
Review, which hag se kindly offered ug all a space,
which we should certainly fill with short sketches of
Christian experience, and in *¢ exhorting one another,
and so much the more as we see the day approaching.”
We love the Review, and the truth which it brings ount
80 clearly and solemnly from week to week. May it
have success and progperity in every respect. We are
g0 glad to hear, from time to time, from those, espe-
cially, with whom we have formerly been acquainted,
and to know that they still love the precious truth
which hae made our hearts one. We hope finally to
meet in Heaven. This blessed hope cheers our hearts

in the midst of our trials and afflictions here. We
feel more and more like giving all for Christ, Jike con-
secrating ourselves with all we bave fully to him. We
have beon led to closely examine our hearts, especially
for a few months past, and have had s humbling sense
of our many mistakes and errors, and do feel resolved
to correct them all, the Lord being our helper. We
have trembled in view of onr great danger and ihe
perils of these last days. But when almost ready to
give up in despair of the mercy of Jesus, he has con-
descended to help and deliver ug, and to-day we re-
Jjoice in him, and feel to praise hig worthy name,

The Lord has, in great mercy, come very near to the
little charoh in this place, for which we feel to praise
his name. A little more than one year has passed since
the Lord sent his dear servants here; and oh! what a
good work was them commenced. Some who were in
rebellion then, are now in perfect harmony with the
body of Seventh-day Adyentistg, and are growing
stronger and stronger in the way, especially since they
had the privilege of attending the 8. Lancaster, Mass.,
meetings in Deoember, and there had the privilege of
listening to the solemn truth, which was ¢ guick and
powerful, gbarper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of sonl and spirit.”” Heh.
iv, 12. We all felt that it did ug much good, and were
grateful for the great favor of hearing the word of the
Lord. Our meetings here have been very interesting,
especially since that meeting. Our dear children are
all striving with us to serve the Lord. For this we are
very grateful. And nearly all the children of S8abbath-
keepers here have been brought to love Jesus, and are
getting ready for his coming. They are always ready
to speak and pray in our conference meetings, and are
prompt to attend them rather than to go to places of
amugement, It many times gives us courage to see
all, both small and great, bow with humble reverence
before God in our meetings, and nearly all the little
ones have a few words of prayer to offer. This is the
Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in oar eyes. To the
Lord we render all the praise, feeling we are so un-
worthy of the least of all his mercies. We feel that he
has laid us under great obligation to love and gerve him
with all onr hearts, yet fear we come short of all that
zeal in his cause we ought to have in view of his great
goodness toward us, :

We rejoice for any evidence that the true Advent
faith and hope are being revived in our hearts, and we
mean to live out our faith before this generation more
fully in the fature than for a few years past. Let us
all be faithful, and make sure work for the kingdom,
All depends upon our culting looge from the world,
and making the service of the Lord our business con-

tinually. How can we bear the thought of coming

short of the prize at last ? May we rather be willing
to suffer his will, and endure to the end at any cost.
C. I{,, axp H. 1. FARNSWORTH,

Washington, N. II.

From Bro. Pratt.

Bro. Smrri: As I seat myself for the first time to
write a few lines for the Revirw, I feol to say with the
Psalmist, ¢ What ¢hall I render to the Lord for all his
benefits toward me ¥ Twill try to live in obedience to
all his holy requirements. I want to have my affec-
tions set on heavenly things. I want to live more
humble and more like my blessed Master, that T may
be exalted in due time. This is not my abiding home.
I want to be able to say with the Psalmist, Yea though
1 pass through the valley and shadow of death I will
fear no evil; for thou art with me, Thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me. 1 want to meet with all the
faithful on Mount Zion where 1 can praise my Saviour
face to face and behold his glories forever more.

Oviver I, PraTT.
Monroe, Wis.

From Sr. Penniman,

Dean BreETHREN AND SisTRRs: As we have hereto-
fore addressed you in our loneliness, and asked your
sympathy and prayers, so now we call upon you to re-
Jjoice with us, and still pray for ns. The Lord bae been
pleased in great kindness to send one of his ministers
to proclaim present truth to our neighbors, and a little
company of believers has been raized up to go with
us to the heavenly country. Nearly two years we bave
lived ag strangers and pilgrims, with none to sympa-
thize with us in the hope of a soon-coming Redeemer.
But the Lord has heard our cries, and answered us,
and we feel abundantly paid for all our privations in the

ast,

Bro. Blanchard came here last November, and has
faithfully and patiently declared to the people the
whole counsel of God, and has, consequently, passed
through the usual experience which our ministers have
to endure. The fruth cuts too close to suit the phari-
saical multitude of the present age. The sword of the
Spirit is too sharp; ‘it severs too many idols; they
cannot endure sound doctrine; and while a few hum-
ble souls, who weep for the departed glory of Zion, and
dare to say, ‘“Speak, Lord, for thy servant heaveth,”
are called out to stand up as beld witnesses for the
truth, the mass are indignant, and ery out, < Heresy,
fanaticism, away with it,” and so shut their eyes, lest
they should see. Lord, have mercy upon thoso who
profess thy name, Satan has marshaled hig host against
those who keep the commandments; but, blessed be
God, they that be for us are more than they that be
against us,

Once more we have meetings, and the Lord blesses
us with his Spirit, so that we rejoice with exceeding
great joy. To hiz holy name we give the praise, and
wait for the coming of Jesus.

A. R. PENNIMAN.

Macoupin Co., IUl.

Sr. C. Wepster writeg from Gratiot Co., Mich,: I
believe we are Jiving in the last watch of time, when
drowsiness ig insensibly stealing over the inhabitants
of the earth. My prayer is that the Lord will help us
1o awake, and get ready for his appearing. Oh! that
we may adorn our profession by a well-ordered life
and godly conversation. Often my heart is pained as
some trifling conversation escapes my lips, and I am
led to exclaim, Shall I ever overcome all my besctments,
and be pure in the sight of my Heavenly Father?

¢‘Since therefore [ can hardly bear
hat in myself I see,
How low, how vile, must I appear,
Most holy God, to thee.”

A s1x¥ER can do much evil but he can suffer none.
A saint can suffer much evil but he will do none.
:

Obituary Rotice

Blessed are the dead which die In the Lord from honceforth.

Digp, in Arcada, Gratiot Co., Mich,, March 1, 1869, of
dropgy on the brain, Irving N., only child of Bro, Titus G.
and sister Sybil A. Andrews, aged 7 months and 16 days,
His parents, in their sorrow, have hope that when the
Lifegiver comes he will come agein from the land of the
enemy, where pain will be unknown. Services by the
writer on the funeral oceasion.  Spoke to an attentive con.
%regatiou of some of the promises of God to his people.

ext, Rev, xxii, 14. 8. E. SBuruERLAND,
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Battle Oreek, Mich.,, Third-day, March 16, 1869,
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spise its teachings, but ever be thankful that it is our

privilege to have our errors corrected, and we be fitted

through divine grace for a place in the ¢ Holy City.’
I H. W,

T

§€y™= To those who have ordered the picture repre-
senting Christ’s agony in Gethsemane, we would say
that we bave not been able as yet to obtain them in
suflicient quantity to fill the orders. When we do
receive them, orders on hand will be filled, and other
orders will be solicited. J.W.

Health Institute.

Tur helpers at this Tastilution should be of the first
clags of laboring men and women. They shounld be
intelligent, aclive, healihy, strong, willing, affable,
kind-hesrted, and self-sacrificing, Christians. This
must be & work of benevolence from beginning to the
end. Those of the above-named stamp, who for hu-
manity’s sake, and Christ's sake, wish to improve
{ime and strength actively for moderate pay, may ap-
ply- Those who are destitute of these indispensable
qualifications can hardly pay their board. Such need
not apply.

The frequent application to me, by incompetent per-
sons, for 2 place in the Institute to work for wages, or
part work for their board, leads me to make this
pointed statement of facts in the case.

Janes Waire,

Let it be Circulated.

“Tgayimony relative to Marriage Duties and ex-
tremes in Health Reform.” ‘This is the title of 2 pam-
phlet just issued, which is not ouly worth reading, but
important, especially to those who are afflicted with
extreme views upon the subject of Health Reform.
The pamphlet will be sent by mail, post paid, twelve
copies for $1.00, or ten cente single copy.

J. w.

Be Short.

Wz all like to read reports from the brethren, and
we wish there were twice as many given. DBut they
must be short. The editor has excellent matter
on hand in abundance, crowded out of the Riview by
lengthy reports. Let the reports come in. But let
them express only the important facts in the case, in
as few words as will clearly express them. J. W

Tue P. 0. address of A. R. Morse, is Battle Creek,
Mich.

Testimony No. 17.

I mnave just finished reading this very important
publication, and eannot express my feelings of thank-
fulness to God for this ‘means of “perfecting the
saints.” We live in ¢ perilous times;” and oh! how
much we need the goiding hand of onr heavenly Fa-
ther to conduct us safely through them all. As I read
these kind reproofs and instructions, I felt like ex-
claiming with the Psalmist: ¢ Happy is the people
whose God is the Lord.” But our God is holy, and the
“pure in heart” alone ghall see him. I pity those who
can read these stirring appeals and exhortations to pu-
rity of action and of thought, and deny the Spirit of
God in the gift. May the Lord bestow the spirit of
discernment, of humility and obedience.

I do not suppose that, on so hasty a reading, I was
able to discover every admonition that would apply to
my own case; and yet I confess to be standing deeply
reproved by the reading. I purpose to examine it
more closely, and carefully note every sentence that I
think the Spirit of God might send directly to me. I
think that person is near to God indeed who cannot
make out a somewhat lengthy ‘“personal testimony ”
from this number.

It is fearful to think what would be our condition
without these beaven-sent instructions! How alarm-
ingly prevalent is self deception. Aud while we pray
the Lord to fulfill his promise, and send his Spirit to
guide ug into all truth (Joo. xvi, 13), may we not de-

. Mar. 1, 1869,

Note from New Ipswich, N. H.

AxorTHrR week has passed in iy meetings here. I
have now given fifteen lectures, The interest is as
good ag hefore, or even better. My congregation has
been from sixty to one hundred and thirty, generally
about seventy-five. Books go off freely. I have
spoken three times on the Sabbath. Some bave drop-
ped off, but others have taken their places. I think
there is a prospect of some good here. No special op-
position as yet. I have had good freedom in preach-
ing the word. I believe that the Lord has helped.
Pray for ns. D. M. Casmicur.

Mareh 8th.

Bin Shall Have an End.

Siv is an accursed thing, and never had a right to
exist. There ig not one particle of good to it. Itis
evil and only evil. It is the source of all sorrow and
migery. It is a deceiver, an intruder, a usurper, It
obtained a foothold in God’'s fair universe by fraud,
It has acquired no rightful title by possession. It has
marred and blasted every thing that it has tonched,
God has suffered it to exist long enough to let it show
its exceeding sinfulness, He does not purpose that
the addition which Satan has made to his perfect work
shall eternally exist, to mar, and blast, and stain, and
curse it. Sin has the right to be punished. God will
give it its due, He has prepared fire for the Devil and
his angels, and all wicked men shall share it with
themn. That fire shall devour all sinners, and with
them death and sin. J. N. A

Signs and Wonders in the HeaVens.

It is manifest that all nature in these days is con-
vulsed with signs, portents, and wonders. Grand
meteoric showers, tempesis, tornadoes, hurricanes,
cyclones, belching voleanoes, awful sub-mundane
fires, tremendous earthquakes, engulfing tidal waves,
horrid monsters in preternatural shapes, great ser-
pents, immense swarms of grasshoppers and other
insects, and various other extraordinary physical
phenomena indicate and portend remarkable events in
every department of human history. If the ancient
Greeks and Romang had seen these things going on in
this way, they would have consulted the Augurs—they
would have offered sacrifices to the gods. What do
these things portend ?—Golden Censer.

Can any one read Matt. xxiv, Mark xiii, and Luke
xxi, and yet not know what these things mean? Ep

Monthly Meeting at Adams Center, N. ¥.

It was my privilege to enjoy the Monthly Meeting
with the brethren in this place the first Sabbath and
first-day in February. Tt was to me o solemn season.
1 trust it was an occasion of profit to those who were
present. Nearly all present renewed their vows of
consecration to God. I hope the revelations of the
Judgment will show that some, at least, faithfully ful-
fill these vows. The day of God hastes greatly. May
those who understand this great truth, keep it ever be-
fore their minds, and act a8 though it was to them a
living reality. J. N. ANDREWS.

Notice.

I wourp like to take a emall farm of from 40 to 80
acres, to work the coming season. If any brother has
such a place, or knows of any one who has, they will
plense address me at Battle Creek, Mich.

W. A, Towwx.

Homes in a New Country.

To the brethren desiring homes in a new country,
we would say that we are about forming a colony of
Seventb-day Adventists to emigrate West. There is
now 2 good opening for settlements in Northern Kansas,
along the line of the Pacific Railroad. Good farming
land oan be obtained cheap on long credit, if desived.
The soil and climate are adapted to all the grains,

grasses, and fruits, which are naturai to our Northern
nnd Middle States.

There is & good market for every thing that can be
raised. We want brethren to join us who are in good
standing in their several churches. We expect to
leave Battle Creek about the first ot May, and travel
by railroad. Brethren can join us at diffevent stutions
on the route, or they can have arrangements made for
them, and join us in Kansas as soon as convenient.

For particulars, addvess, E. 8. Hamuix, Iealth
Institute, Batile Creek, Mich.

Appointment Withdrawn.

Ox aocount of important meeting at Battle Creck,
next Sabbath, our appointment for Parkville is with-

drawn. Urian Smirs,
Wax. C. Gaas,

MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD.

On end after Dec. 1, 1868, Passenger Trains will run
on this road as follows:

GOING WEST.

MAIL. |DAY EXP. [EVE. EXP. NIGHT BX.
7:20a00. [11:10 A0, 525 poan. [10:20 2.
1:46p.r. | 3:63 0., [11:03 pont.| 3:13 a0,
9:06 e, [10:02p.00.) 6:80A.0.|10:03 A, 21,

GOING BAST.
5:00 A 8:00 A 4:30 P

Battle Creek,|12:08 po. 1:45 o {10:08 pooe.| 8:18 A,
Detroit, Arrive) 5:55 p.y.| 6:30 p.or.| 3:45 A.pi.| 8:30 A,

&% Taesk trndons all run by Chicago time, which is fifteen min.
utes slower than Detroit time.

LEAVE. |
Detroit,.......
Battle Creek,
Chicago, Ar've,

9:00 Py,

Chica.go,.....;l

Sppniuimmt#.

Aund a8 ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven ig at hand.

Bey™ Bro. and Sr. White will spend Sabbath, March
20, with the church at Battle Creek. A general aft-
tendance from the region round about is desired.

Erogrs or tag CuuRCH.

—,———

Tae next Qum;terlly Meeting of the church at Avon,
Rock Co., Wis,, will be held April 3 and 4, 1860, We
should be glad to have brethren and sisters from other
churches meet with ug, Cannot Bro. T. M. Steward mcet
with us? . E. 0, Neisox.

Buginess Depariment,

Pt

—r—————~

Not Slothful in Business. Rom. xii, 11,
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