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A LITTLE WHILE,

What is this that he saith, A little while? John xvi, 18,

Ou! for the peace that floweth as a river,
Making life’s desert places bloom and smile;
Oh! for the fuith to grasp lleaven’s bright forever,
Amid the shadows of earth’s little while!

A little while, for patient vigil-keeping,
To face thé stern, to wrestlo with the strong;
A dittle while, to sow the seeds with weeping,
Then bind the sheaves, and sing the harvest song.

‘A little while, to wear the weeds of sadness,
. To pace-with weary step through miry ways;
Then to pour forth the fragraot oil of gladness,
And clasp the girdle round the robe of praise.

A listle while, midst shadow and illusion,
To strive by faith, love’s mysteries to spell;
Then read each dark enigma’s bright solution,
Then hail sight’s verdiet, He doeth all things well,

A little while, the earthen pitcher taking

To way-side brooks, from far-off mountains fed;
Then tho coo! lip its thirst forever slaking

Beside the fullness of the Fountain Head.

A little while to keeF the oil from failing,
A littie while, fuith’s flickering lamp to trim;
And then, the Bridegroom’s coming footsteps imiling,
" To haste to meet him with the bridal hymn,

And He who is himself the gift and giver,
The future glory and the present smile,
With the bright promise of the glad forever

Will light 5\3 shadows of the little while,

The Sermon

o~ ~r -~

Ich thoe therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
nhnllj:?"e the quick and tho dead at his appearing and his kingdom,

PREACII THE WORD. 2 Thm. iv, 2.

——

PARADISE.

BY BLD, J. N. ANDREWS,

Texy,~TLuke xxiil, 42, 43: *“ And he snid unto Jesus, Lord, remom-
ber me when thon comest into thy ktngdom. And. Jesue sald unto
him, Verly T say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in Para-
diro.”

2 Cor, xil, 8, 4; “And Y knew snch a man, gwhether in the body.
or outof tho body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) how that he was
caught vp into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is
not lawful for a man to utter.”

Rev. il, 7: “He that hath an ear, lot him hear what the Spirit
salth-unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat
of the trea of life, which in in the midst of the Paradise of God.”

(Concluded.)

But we are enabled to determine with cortainty that
our Lord did not enter Paradise by dying. Death
was the gate to hades, The resurrection was the prom-
ised “* path of life” to Paradise. Ps. xvi; 11. He did
not enter both places at the same time. His sscent
was after his descent. It was the same person that
did both. Paul’s testimony is exceedingly explicit.

Qur Lord exactly corroborates this testimony where he
said ho hadnot yet ascended. Peter unites with Jesus
and with Paul, when he represents the resurrection, as
calling the soul of Christ, not from Paradise, but from
hades. ) -

But was not the thief admitted into Paradise the day
of the orucifixion? So it is generally understood,
Yet he was not to be there till Christ was there himself.
He prayed to be remembered, when Christ should come
into, or rather in [Gr. en] his kingdom. And our Lord’s
promise related to himself as well as to the thief, ¢ To-
day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” But we bave
the direct testimony, 1. Of Christ himsgelf, 2. Of Pe-
ter, 8. Of Paul, that he was not in Paradise, till he
had first spent a period of time in hades, In other
words, the testimony of these important witnesses shows
that our Lord must be raised from the dead before he
could pass from hades to Paradise. [tis certain that
the thief could not get there before our Lord himself.

The difficulty in reconciling our Lord’s promise to the
thief with his own declaration concerning himself, made
three days later, lies in the use of the word * to-day.”
Did our Lord promise to take the penitent thief on the
very day of the cracifixion, to the place where the tree
of life grows (compare Rev. ii, 7, and xxii, 14), a place
which contains also the river of life and the throne
of God, and then three days afterward tell Mary that
he had not yet been to the house of his Father? Was

our Lord in his dying agonies unaware that his soul |

must be poured out unto death, and made an offering for
sin? Isa. lili. Had he forgotten the fact? or had he
never known it? or was it an unlooked-for occurrence
that bis soul was to remain in hades till his resurrec-
tion? Did our Lord think when dying that he could
go to hades and Paradise at the same time? If Paul,
in Eph, iv, wrote by the Spirit of inspiration it is cer-
tain that Christ did not do these two things at one and
thie same time. For he descended first, and ascended
afterward ; and the same one that went down is the iden-
tical one that afterward went up. And let no one say
that Peter and Paul are quoted to contradict the words
of Christ. This is not the case by any means. And
moreover Christ directly sustaing the statements of
these two apostles. Three days after his crncifixion
he testifies that he had not yet ascended to his Father.
So Paul cortainly had it right that he descended before
he ascended. And Peter who is only commenting on
the words.of David, or rather, of the Holy Spirit
through David, utters the exact truth when he says that
the resurrection brought our Lord from hades, 4, e., from
the dead. See Eph. i, 20; Heb. xiii, 20.

Our Lord did not contradict in his declaration to
Mary, what he had promised to the thief; nor do the
apostles while exactly sustaining his words in the one
case, contradict them in the other. Wo only seek to
harmonize all the testimony. And lest the care-
less reader should suppose that all the difficnlty is found
on the side of those who deny that death is the door
to Paradise, it may be well to state the difficulty on both
sides. ‘ .

1. Our difficulty lies iu reconciling the “to-day* of
the promise with his own testimony the third day af-
terward, that this promise was then unfulfilled. Also
in reconciling it with the statement of Peter, that his
soul wags in hades till his resurrection. Also in recon-

oiling it with the statement of Paul, that he descended
before he ascended, and that the one who descended and
the one who ascended are édentical.

2. But those who hold death as the gate to endless
Jjoys, have quite as difficult a task to accomplish. They
insist that the word, *“to-day,” makes it certain that
Christ and the thief were in Paradise the very day of
the crucifixion. It is, therefore, for them to recoucile
this with his words spoken the third day afterward,
that he had nat yet been with his Father. And also
to show how his soul could be in hades and Paradise
at the same time. And still further, to meet Paul's
statement, that he did not ascend till gjter he bad de-
scended; "nd that the two successive acts were per-
formed by the same person.

These are far more formidable difficullies to solve
than lie in our way from our Lord’s use of ¢ to-day.”
Our friends on the other side seem to think the difii-
culty all rests upon us for disposal. The truth is, the
real difficulty is with them, and they caunot give any
roasonable solution of it. Many of them appear to
think there are no difficulties in the case for them to
solve. But others have attempted the solution of the
difficnlty. That is to say, they have tried to show
that the words of Christ to Mary, and the words of
Peter respecting his abode in hades, and of Paul re-
specting his ascent after his desceni, are capable of
being reconciled with his actual entrance into Paradise
ot death. " And here is their solution:

Christ did not ascend to his Father, indeed, during
the three days that he wae dead ; but this is perfectly
consistent with his being in Paradise during that on-
tire period; for Paradise is a part of hades. And
therefore the statement of Péter and of David which
represents him as brought forth, by the resurrection,
from the place called hades, is readily reconciled with
the idea of his being brought from Paradise, secing
that Paradige is the blissful part of hades. And so,
alzo, is it easy to reconcile all this with Paul’s state-
ment, that he ascended after he had first descended into

‘the lower parts of the earth. Kor Paradiseis in bades,

and hades is in the nether parts of the earth. -

But what a reconciliationisthis! It is simply shift-
ing the difficulty, and moving it ahead. Now we bave
Paradise in the depths of the earth. Christ could go
to Paradise by descending. His soul could go to Para-
dige and to hades at the same time, seeing Paradise is
itself in hades.

But Paradise has the tree of life in it. Rew. ii, 7.
Then we have this remarkable fact that the tree of life
is now eituated in the interior of our earth! But we
have another fact to consider. The river of life fiows
at the foot of the tree of life. Rev. xxii, 1, 2. So
we learn further that the river of life is a subterra-
nean stream, situated somewhere in the dark bosom of
our earth! But this river that flows beneath the
branches of the tree of life, issues out of the throne of
God. 8o, then, the throne of God is found to be in
the interior of the earth! And our Lord did not need
to ascend to biz Father; the throne of God could be
reached by descending. But what gross absurdities
are these! One falsehood creates the necessity for
another, but there is no way out of difficulty by adopt-
ing false positions to explain others that are also
false. To take this course is to involve the one who
does it in still greater trouble.

P
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The Paradise of the book of Revelation is identical
with, ot included in, the New Jerusalem. Rev. ii, 7,
compared Wwith xxii; 1-5, 14. The Paradise of Paulis
in the third Heaven. 2 Cor. xii, 1~4. But the third
Heaven i not in the nether parts of thé earth. Nor
is the New Jerusalein, with its infinite glory, sitnated
in the heart of the earth, If it were thus situated,
then John wonderfully misrepresented the truth when
he said that he saw it descend from God out of Heaven.
He should have represented it ascending out of the
earth, as he did the two-horned beast!

The idea that the Paradise of John and of Paul is
in hades, is so palpably absurd that it is hardly con-
ceivable that any one can contend for it. But they
may assert that by Paradise our Lord did not mern
the same place that Paul and John designated by that
term. It is, indeed, an unreasonable assumption that
Christ’s Paradise is s different place from the Paradise
of Jo_hn and of Paul. Bul let us see if this helps the
case. This other Paradise then is, no doubt, situated
in hades. And by disconneecting it from the New Je-
rusalem the great absurdity of locating the tree of
life in the deptha of the earth is avoided,

This Paradise, then, is in hades. Let us grant it.
Now, what kind of place i hades? The wisest man
that ever lived has given us a very definite idea of its
real condition in the following words: ¢ There is no
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the
grave [Heb. aheol; Gr. hades] whither thou goest.”
Ecol. ix,"10. This is the hades in which our friends
are determined that the Paradise of our Lorad shall be
located. If they strongly insist npon it, we will grat-
ify them. It is a place of utter silence, and one in
which no knowledge exists, This is the land of the
dead. If it gratifies-any one to eall it, or a part of it,
Paradise, they cando so. But it is a land where there
is no consciousness of joy, nor mental action of any
kind, .

It is not the Paradisesthat meets onr heart’s desire.
It is a very good place in which to sleep in Jesus, but
the resorrection therefrom shall open to the saints the
gates of that Paradise where Paul heard the nnspeak-
able words of joy. So our friends on the other side
can only maintain their position by burying the New
Jerusalem in the depths of the earth, or by accepting
as Paradise a part of that land where no consciousness
of any kind exists. The first position is not to be se-
riously maintained. The second position differs from
us in this only, that it applies the term Paradise.to
that which we designate as the place of the silent
dead.

If, therefore, Paradise is located in the third Heaven,
and is the same as, or & part of, the New Jerusalem. it
is absolutely certain that Christ did not enter it till af-
ter his resurrection. But if Paradise is a part of
hades, then it follows, 1. That it is in the iaterior of
our earth. 2. That it is a place where neither theaght
nor consciousness exists, In either case our friends
on the other side make an utter failure.
. Paradise where God is, makes it certain that Jesus did
not enter it till after his interview with Mary. But to

_locate it in hades is to make it a place of utter uncon-
sciousness, .

But Paradise is in the third Heaven and either em-
braces the throne of God, or is in close proximity to
it. Itis a place of infinite joy. Suchis the plain tes-
timony of the texts already quoted.

The term Paradise is taken up in the New Testament
as though it were well understood by ils readers. One
fact will help us to better appreciate the case. The
apostles and their hearers psed as their common copy
of the Old Testament not the original Hebrew, but a
translation of tbat original into ‘Greek made at Alex-
andria in Egypt in the third century before Christ, It
is oalled the ‘Septuagint becanse represented to bave
been translated by seventy elders of the Jews.

-Now the word Paradise was a familiar word to the
readers of this version of the Old Testament, Where-
ever the garden of Edenis mentioned in this version
it is always called Paradise. It seems that tho New
Testament writers speak of the Paradise of God as
though well understood by their readers. The garden
in which our first parents were placed did have the
tree of life, That garden and that tree remained upon

For to place.

our earth for a time, and were guarded from man’s
approach by the flaming sword of the cherubim. In-
asmuch as this had the tree of life, and bore the name
of Paradise in the copy of the Old Testament most fa-
miliarly read in apostolic times, and inasmuch, also,
as Paradise and the tree 6f lifeare not now on the earth,
but are both said to bein the third Heaven, it seems cer-
tain that the garden’of God with the tree of life have
been removed from our earth, probably at the time of
the flood, and translated to the Heaven above. And so
when the New Jerusalem comes down from God out of
Heaven it will contain the original Paradise of our
first parents, and with that, no doubt, such addition as
our Lord makes in preparing the place to receive the
whole family of the redeemed. John xiv, 1-3.

Question: Paradise, then, once belonged to the hu-
man family., They lost it by siu. Gen, iii. Sin gave
existence to death. Rom. v, 12. Now how can death
be that which introduces usinto Paradise, whengdeath
comes from sin, and sin caused our expuision there-
from? How can death be the door of entrance for the
penitent thief when death is the child of sin? How
can death be the last enemy if it ushers the people of
God into Paradise, and the resurrection which is the
hope of the church, calls them out of Paradise?

But what are we to do with the ¢to.day”™ of the
promise ! We have seen what onr friends who think
the sleep of the dead a great heresy, are able to do
with it. If they place Paradise in bades beneath, they
locate it in a land of nnconsciousness. If they locate
it in Heaven above, they have the positive testimony of
tke Bible to show that Jesus did not enter it till he was
raised from the dead. Indeed, David, 1000 years after
his death, had not entered it, for the good reason thathe
was still asleep. Acts ii, 84; xiii, 36, If we cannot
solve the difficulty in this text, we certainly cannot
make a worse failure than our friends on the other
side. They claim that to give proper weight to the
“to-day " of the promise, Christ and ‘the thief must
each have entered Paradise the day that the promise
was made. Yet to maintain this view, they involved
themselves in the contradiction of the plainest facts.
This of ijtself is a sufficient demonstration that the
truth is not found on that side. We freely admit that
the word ‘to-day” seems most maturally to qualify
the time of entering Paradise rather than to empha-
size the time of the utterance, but we caunot so unse
this one word as to involve our Lord in a self-contra-
diotion. The following propositions may be considered
as offering a more just and reasonable view of the sub-
Jject than is presented by the other side:

1. The adverb, ‘“to day,” properly relates to the
time of the utterance, and not to the time of its ful-
fillment.

To this it is objected that the punctuation forbids
such aninterpretation ; and also that there was noneed
of using the “to-day” to qualify the time’of the ut-
terance. But the punctuation is of comparatively re-
cent origin, and not, therefore, entitled to any deci-
sive weight in settling the interpretation of this text.
And that it is proper to thus use the adverb, the cir-
cumstances strongly indicate. Jesus was dying as a
malefactor. He could, with the utmost propriety, em-
phasize the time of the promise, so utterly unlike the
coming glory was his complete humiliation and abase-
ment, That it is sometimes the wisdom of God to thus
emphasize the time of the ntterance rather than the
time of the accomplishment, is evident fram Zech. ix,
12: ¢« Turn yon to the strong hold, ye prisoners of
hope ; BVEN TO-DAY D0 I DEOLARE that T will render
double unto thee.” This interpretation of the passage
involves no' abeurdity, and ‘does not cause one part of
the record to clash with another,

2. But when an event becomes ‘a certainfy on any
day, it i§ sometimes spoken of as though ocourring on
that day, when really deferred to some time in the fu-
tare. Solomon made a statute in the case of Shimei
that well illustrates this point. 1 Kings ii, 87: * For
it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest
over the brook Kidron, thou sbalt know for certain
that thou ehalt surely die.” - Some time after this, two
of Shimei’s servants fied to Gath. He pursued them
thither, and brought them back. Quite a number of
days thus elapsed before Shimei was called to account.
Then Solomon repeated to him thelaw in these words:

«Did I not make thee to swear by the Lord, and pro-
tested unto thee, saying, Know for a certain, on the day
thou goest out, and walkest abroad any whither, that
thou shalt surely die?” Verse 42. The law did not
mean that he should surely die the day that he com-
mitted the transgression, though it would seem most
natural to imply this. Evidently it did mean just this:
that the very day that he should commit the act, his
death should be made certain and inevitable.

And may not this be precisely the meaning of the
threatening to Adam: “1In the day that thot eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.” Gen. ii, 17. This is
the very form of expression used in the law of Solo-
mon respecting Shimei. Now when the Judge passes
sentence upon Adam, it is this very law which he is
carrying into execution. It is evident that the Judge,
who was also the author of the law, did not under-
stand* it as requiring the infliction of the penalty, or
rather its complete execution, that day on which he
ginned. But this thing he did understand, that the
act, that day ‘commincd, rendered it inevitable that
Adam must die. So he pronounces the sentence,
“Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou refurn,”
Gen. iii, 19. There can be no question that the sen-
tence of the Judge inflicted exactly the penalty of the
law, But Adam did not turn to dust the day that he
sinned. It would seem to ns most natural to say that
Adam was to die the very day that he sinned. But
this puts the law at variance with the sentence of the
Judge. But to understand the law as implying this,
that the death of Adam was made cerfain in the very
day of his irsnagreasiou, gives us a reasonable and
common-sense view of the law, and one which exactly
tallies with the sentence of the Judge.

Now in the case of the penitent thief, who certainly
made humble confession of his ains, and acknowledged
the Son of God in his deepest humiliation, when shame-
fully mocked by his enemies, and deserted by the most
of his disciples, there was the strictest propriely in
our Lord’s pronouncing it a fixed fact, determined by
the act of that day, that he should be with him in
Paradise. It seems to my mind strictly analagous to
the interpretation placed by the Judge upon his own
law, ‘In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.”

8. But we have in the words of Moses a remarkable
parallel to the words of our Lord, “ Verily I say unto
thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.”
Thus we read, Deut. ix, 1, ¢ Hear, O Israel: Thou art
te pass over Jordan this day, to go in to possess na-
tions greater and mightier than thyself.” 1t is true
that in the one case the term used in our English ver-
sion is “to-day,” and in the other it is ¢ this day.”
But there is really no difference in their meaning, and
what is more, the word onuegov (semeron), rendered
“to-day” in our Lord’s promise to the thief is the
very word nsed for ¢this day” in the Septuagint,
f. ¢., the Greek Old Testament. So the words of Moses
are a fair parallel to the words of Christ. .

It is easy to prove that Tsrael did not pass over Jor-
dan that day on which Moses addressed them. For it
twas at least several days after this before Moses died.
And after his death the people mourned for him thirty
days. Then after quite a number of days, sufficient
fer Joshua to assume command, and to send oger the
spies, and to receivé their report, the people crossed
the Jordan. It is )ikely that two months elapsed after
Moses said, ‘“ Thou art to pass over Jordan this day,”
before they actually passed it: See Deunt. xxxiv;
Josh, i, 2. The proof is palpable that Israel did not
pass over Jordan on the day that Moses made this
promise, and it is equally evident that Moses did not
expeot thein to pass over it'on thatday. Buttheproof
that Christ did not enter Paradise the day of his death is
eqnally explicit, and direct. Our friends who regard
death as the door of Paradise, think us almost infidels
because in view of this direct and palpable evidence
that Christ did not enter Paradise by dying, we take
our stand that the ‘to-day’ of the promise to the
thief cannot be interpreted as they interpret it, Yet
here is'a parallel from the words of Moses which they
ave compelled to treat precisely as we do the words to
the thief.

But what is the proper explanation of these words
of Moses? Two faots maj be adduced as shedding
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light wpon this expression of Moses. 1. It had be-
come & certainty that the people he had so long led
should actually pass over the Jordon. 2. This was to
take place in & very short time. These two facts which
may be expressed in one senience, It is this day a
certainty that thou shalt pess over the Jordan, and
that in & short time,” form the justification of Moges in
the use of this language. And go of our Lord’s words
to the thief. It was by the act of the thief under such
extra®rdinary circumstances, rendered certain that day,
that he should have part with Christ in Paradise. And
ma.y I not add that when on the third day afterward
C®rist left hades, and many saints arose with him, this
penitent man was numbered with them, and so formed
one of that throng that ascended with our triumphant

" Lord? See Matt. xxvil, 52, 53; Rom. viii, 20; Eph.
iv, B, margin. . Such to my mind is the proper inter-
pretation of these various texts. I submit to candid,
thoughtful students of the Bible whether this is not a
reasonabie explanation of these worde of our Lord to
the dying penitent.

The Paradise of God shall in due time receive all the
gainte. Our Lord has gone thithér before them us the
forerunner. e is preparing the place for his people.
When be has prepared the place for their reception,
and when they have accomplished Lheir preparation for
the place, he shall retura to take them thither. With
him they shall ascend to the house of his Father.
Jobn xiii, 36; xiv, 1-3.  Within the gates of the New
Jerusalem they shall find the tree of life in the Para-
dise of God. Rev. ii, 7; xxii, 1-5, 14. Hgre in the
third Heaven where Paul heard the unspeakable words
of joy, sball they behold the city prepared for Abra-
ham and his sced, and each shall find a mansion pre-
pared expressly for himself. Here with their own eyes
shall they behold the things which God hath prepared
for those that love him, Ilere shall they eat of the
tree of life, and drink of the river that issues out of
the throne of God, Here they shall eat the marriage
supper. Here they shall git with Christ on thrones of
judgment duriug the thousand years. And when the
New Jerusalem shall take its place as the metropolis
of the glorified new earth, they shall take the king-
dom under the whole heaven as their own inheritance,
and from Sabbath to Sabbath shall congregate from the
face of the whole earth to celebrate, in Paradise, the
praise of their Creator. !

REPORT FROM IOWA.

My last report closed with the meeting at Brighton,
March 14. According to appointment, I met with
the charch at Knoxville, Sabbath morning, March 20.
Quite a number met with us from Sandyville, and a few
from other places. One brother came over fifty miles,
from near Oceols, to bave me come there and hold a
few meetings, as zome were interested. Two other
friends came from Monroe, in an adjoining county,
anxions for labor in their town. One of them, sev-
eral years ago, when living in Wisconsin, accidently
picked up the tract, Scripture Refercnces, in the
road. This led him to examine on the Life and Death
question and others, till his mind became unsettled,
and after much study he took his stand in the
chureh to which he belonged against the immortality
of the soul. This caused quite a distnrbance. They
tried to turn him out, but at last gave him a letter to
get rid of him. Quite a number sympathized with
‘him in his views, and altogether the case caused quite
a sensation, and he, seeing my appointment in the
. Review, which in the meantime he had begun to
take, came down to get me to go there to preach,
“there being a general interest to hear on these sub-
jeots. This shows what a little tract, accidentally
dropped, will do. It seems to be a promiging opening
for tent labor in the future. One of the most em-
barrassing questions I have to meet, from week to
week, is the constant call for labor in all directions.
Searcely & week passes without one or more of these
calls, and many of these scem good openings. I am
very glad we ave to have a new tent this spring, and
hope it may be used where it will accomplish the
most good. I will say to the scattered friends, we
will do just the best we can to meet these calls. Be
patient, your time will come by-and-by.

Qur meetings in Knoxville were solemn, and heart-
searching. I trust good was doneby them. We re-or-
ganized 8. B., and the brethren siguned liberally on
the tent.

Our meetings commenced in Sandyville the follow-
ing Sabbath evening and continued through Monday,
in all ten in number. T tried to bear a plain testi-
mony in reference to some wrongs in this church.
Our mestings were solemn, and there was some break-
ing down before the Lord. It seemed to me some
were almost ready to be given up by the Lord to go
their own way, and to take their fill of this poor
world. I hope they will carry out the good resolu-
tions they expressed in those meetings, and serve the
Lord better than before. There-is plenty of chance
for improvement. On the whole, the meetings were
much more encouraging to me than a year ngo. when
I was with them. Bro. J. H. Morrison was elected
aud ordained elderr This church bas passed through
severe trials heretofore, lacking as it were a proper
head, and being unfortunate enough to have some
untamable epirits therein, the church was rent by
sore trizls. We hope now this state of things will not
exist, and that God will give this dear brother wisdom
to lead the church onward and upward to a nobler
position in the Christian life, Systematic Benevolence
was re-organized, They signed liberally on the tent
enterprige, and about $150.00 were signed to aid a
poor brother who was about starting for Kansas, be-
cause under the pressure of circumstances there seemed
to be no chance for bim there to get a little home for
himself and family, The weakness of old age was al-
ready coming uwpon him, and it seemed almost like
suicide to start out on the frontier and try to make a
home for himself. The case seemed a very clear one.
I have no doubt the spiritual death which scemed to
be upon some of the members of this church will give
place to life if they would become half as much in-
terested in such cases as these as they have been in
making what i called, ¢ good trades,” but which
will finally turn out to be very bad trades, if there is
such a thing as & Judgment, :

Three were baptized at this meeting. Several of
the friends from Knoxville stayed through till the
cloge of the meetings. The weather and going
were not favorable to our meetings. There are a few
young friends almost persuaded, apparently, to go

with us, May God blesg and help them (o make a
wise decigion. Altogether, I trust, our meetings were
profitable.

The Tuesday following, Bro. Ilodges kindly took

me to the viginity of Oceola, near forty miles. I held
eight meetings in Bro. Neal's neighborhood. I had
never been in this part of the State before. I found

there were a few Sabbath-keepers scattered aronnd
Oceola who need help. The truth was preached here
some eight or nine years ago. Since that time they
have had but little labor, and some of that not caleu-
lated to help them much. Some of those who have
gone out from us, formerly lived in thig section, and
had an influence. When they left of course it was felt
here. But in spite of these and other causes, a few
have struggled along in poverty and opposition, and
are really in advance, spiritually, of many .who have
all the privileges of attending meetings, and the soci-
oty of those of like precious faith. God can make up
for. all these things and more, to all who will really
put their trust in bim. There is quite an interest
among the neighbors and friends to hear. The
weather some of the time was most nnpropitious, and
the mnd perfectly awful, yet several times the school-
house was full of interested listeners. One young
man of standing and influence in the township, has
recontly commenced keeping the Sabbath with his
wife. The fridnds are holding Sabbath-meetings of
interest, and I feel sanguine that a small church can
be organized there as soon as a conrse of lectures can
be given. This must be done as soon as possible un-
der the circumstances. 1 also hope that some of the
lost sheep who have wandered from the truth may be
persuaded to return. How mnch we need more la-
borers, :

Monday morning I came on my way to meet with
Bro. Cornell, to labor with him at Talleyrand. I

stopped at Brighton, and happened into the regular
Tuesday. evening prayer-meeting. T was glad to find
80 many out. Some twenty-five or thirty testimonies
were given, and I learn there is generally a good at-
tendance. This was enconraging to me. I met with
Bro. C. the following day, after quite a separation,
and we had again the privilege of laboring together
for & few days in the blessed cause of truth. He has
been laboring hard this winter under many discour-
agements, in the vicinity of this place. . This winter
has been so warm and open in this part of the State
as to be very unfavorable for weetings, breaking
them up from time to time, as the roads were almost
impassable; yet as the result of his labors, we organ-
ized & chureh of eighteen members which will, we ex-
pect, come into the Conference this spring. I was fa-
vorably impressed with the intelligence and hearti-
ness of most of those who have joined, and expect
some of them will go through. "Bro. Cornell bap-
tized ten. We held in all ten meetings with them.
Partial:y organized s, B. Some $73.00 were sub-
serihed. Some others are keeping the Sabbath who
may hereafter join.

I was interested in the case of Bro. A. L. Curl, who
has been preaching among the Baptists more or less
for years, and principally supporting himeelf by his
trade as a harness-maker. He came ont under Bro.
Cornell’s labors, and commenced keeping the Sabbath
with his family. He had two appointments where he
preached, Suudays. Th se, through the efforts of
another Baptist winister, were immediately closed
against bim, cutting off the little meang be received
from them, and being a poor maun, with rather feeble
health, it placed him in rather an embarrassed condi-
tion. It was truly a sacrifice, and o far as this world
wag concerned things looked dark, We felt it a priy-
ilege to call the attention of the friends to hir case.
About $75.00 were raised for his benefit, wholly un-
expected and unsolicited on bis parf. Bro. Carl
seems strong in the truth as far as he has investi-
gated, and we hope some way may be provided so
that he can have more leisure to investigate; as it
is, his whole time ig necessarily occupied in providing
for his family. We trust that thie dear brotber will
never regret the step.he has taken in identifying him-
gelf wilh an unpopular trath.

I feel an increasiug desire to give what little influ-
ence, ability, and sirength, T possess to the advance-
ment of this cause, which I have no doubt is the
canse of God. Geo. I. Bbruen.

Brighton, Towa, April 13, 1869..

AN ITEM.

Ir you are disposed to self-complacency, and wish
to core the malady, just call to mind the vilest sin of
which you were ever gnilty in yonr lifetime; keep
thie sin before your mind, in all its deformity, as you
suppose it appears before God, for about one week.
Think how it would appear to angels and good men.
Toss the thought of this sin abont in yonr mind. Im-
agine it were published everywhere. And yon will
find your pride give way to other thougbts. This
will probably cure you of this disease for a month or
two; atthe end of which time, you may have to re-
peat the experiment. Do this conscientiously, and
with the help of God, as often as' self-complacency
manifests itself in your wind, before it finds any ventin
words, or acts; and be snre to ask pardon and favor
of God. If the disease continues obstinate, call to
mind two or three or more of the mast hateful of your
past sins. Continue this oourse, perseveringly, faith-
folly, and we assure yon it will lower the crown of
pride. At this time you can successfully seek the fa-
vor of God, and see to it, that your petitions ascend
to him, that all these old sins may be pardoned, blotted
out, forgiven, forgotten by him. At thie partioular
time, geek for a new heart. Probably yeu may think
your heart has been renewed; but perhaps it is not
wholly so. DBe sure you are converted to God. Xeep
at work; sobdue pride, cnltivate love, meekness,
goodness; follow up the work daily, hourly, with de-
termination and courage. You have not a moment to
lose. Jos. Crarxe.
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THOUGHTS ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL.

CHAPTER 1V,

Virse 1. Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all peo-
ple, nations, and languages, that dwellin all the earth;
Peace be multiplied unto you. 2. I thought it good to
shew the gigns and wonders that the high God hath
wrought toward me. 3. How im“ are his signs! and
how miihty are his wonders! his kingdom is an ever-
lasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation
to generation.

This chapter opens, says Dr. Clarke, with ¢a regu-
lar decree, and one of the most ancient on record.” It
was from the pen of Nebuchadnezzar, and was promul-
gated in the usual form. He wishes to make known,
not to a few only, but to all people, nations, and lan-
guages, the wonderful dealings of God with him. Peo-
ple are ever ready to tell what God has done for them
in the way of benefits and blessings. We ought to be
no less ready to tell what God has done for us in the
way of humiliation and chastisements. And Nebu-
chadnezzar sets us a good example in this respect, as
we shall see from the subsequent portions of this chap-
ter. He frankly confesses the vanity and pride of
his heart, and the means that God took to abase him.
With a genuine spirit of repentance and humiliation,
he thinks it good, of his own free will, to show these
things, that the sovereignty of God may be extolled,
and his name adored. Inreferenceto the kingdom, he
claims no longer immutability for his own, but makes
a full surrender to God in acknowledging his kingdom
alone to be everlasting, and his dominion from genera-
tion to generation,

Verse 4. I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine
house, and flourishing in my palace: 5. Isaw a dream
which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed
and the visions of my head troubled me. 6. There-
fore made I a deoree to bring in all the wise men of
Babylon before me, that they might make known unto
me the interpretation of the dream. 7, Then came in
the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers: and I told the dream before them ; but
they didenot make kuown uuto me the interpretation
thereof. 8. But at the last Daniel came in before me,
whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name
of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods:
and before him I told the dream, saying, 9. O Bel-
teshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know
that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no seeret
troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I
have seen, and the interpretation thercof. 10. Thus
were the visions of mine head in my bed: I saw, and
behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the hight
therveof was great. 11. Thetree grew, and was strong,
and the hight thereof reached unto heaven, and the
sight thereof to the end of all the earth. 12. The
leaves thereof were falr, and the fruit thereof much,
and in it was meat for all: the beasts of the field had
shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in
the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. 13. I
saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and,
behold, a watcher and a holy one came down from
Heaven., 14. He oried aloud, and said thus, Hew down
the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves,
and scatter ‘his fruit: let the beasts get away from
under it, and the fowls from his branches. 15. Never-
theless, leave the-stump of his roots in the earth, even
with & band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of
the field ; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven,
and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of
the earth. 16, Let his heart be changed from man’s
and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let
seven times pass over him, 17. This matter is by the
decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word
of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may
know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of
men, and giveth it to whomgoever he will, and setteth
upeover it the basest of men. 18. This dream I king
Nebuohaduezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar,
declare the interpreyation thereof, forasmuch as all
the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make
known unto me the interpretation: but thoun art able;
for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee.

In the events here narrated, sevoral striking points
may be noticed.

1. Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in his house. He had
accomplished successfully all his enterprises. He had
subdued Syria, Pheenicea, Judea, Egypt, and Arabia.
It was probably these great conquests that puffed him
up, and betrayed him into such vanity and self-confi-
dence. And this very time when he naturally would,
and did, feel most at rest and secure, when it was most
unlikely that he would allow & thought to disturb his
self-complacent tranquility, this very time God takes
to trouble him with fears and forebodings.

2. The means by which God did this. What could
strike with fear the heart of such & monarch as Nebu-

‘chadnezzar? He had been & warrior from his youth.

With the perils of battle, and the terrors of slanghter
and carnage, he had often stood face to face, and his
countenance had not blanched nor his nerves trembled.
And what should make him afraid now? for mno foe
threatened, no hostile clond wag visible. As the most
unlikely time was taken for him fo be touched with
fear, so the most unlikely means were selected with
which to aocomplish it—a dream. His own thoughts,
and tho visions of his own head were taken to teach
him what nothing else could, a salutary lesson of de-
pendence and humility. He'who bad terrified others,
but whom no others could terrify, was made a terror
to himself.

8. A still greater humiliation than that narrated in

the second chapter, was brought upon the magicians.
There they boasted that if they ouly had the dream
they could make known the interpretation. Here
Nebuchadnezzar remembers distinotly the dream, but
meets the mortifioation of having his magicians igno-
miniously fail him again. They could not make known
the interpretation, and resort is again had to the
prophet of God.
.«4. The remarkable illustration of the reign of Neb-
uchadnezzar. This is symbolized by a tree in the
midst of the earth. DBabylon, where Nebuchadnezzar
reigned, was about in the midst of the then known
world. It reached unto heaven, and the leaves there-
of were fair. Its external glory and splendor were
great; bnt this was not all of it, as isthe oase with too
mony kingdoms. It had internal excellences. The
fruit of it was much, and it had meat for all. The
beasts of the field had shadow under it, the fowls of
heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was
fed of it. What could represent more plainly and for-
oibly the fact, that Nebuchadnezzar ruled bis kingdom
in such a way as to afford the fullest protection,
support and prosperity to all bis subjects. To really
accomplish this, is the perfection of earthly govern-
ments aud the kighest glory of any kingdom.

5. The merey that God mingles with his judgments.
When order was given that this tree should be ecut
down, it was commauded that the stump of the roots
should be left in the earth, and protected with a band
of iron and brass, that it might not be wholly given to
decay, but that the source of future growth and great-
ness might be left. The day is coming when the wick-
ed shall be cut down, and no suoh residue of hope be
left them. No mercy will be mingled with their pun-
ishment. They shall be destroyed both reot and
branch.

6. Animportantkeytopropheticinterpretation. Vs.16.
¢« Lot seven times pass over him,” said the deeree. This
is plain, literal narration; hence the time is here to be
understood literally. How long a period is denoted ?
This may be determined by ascertaining how long Neb-
uchadnezzar, in fulfillment of this prediction, was driv-
enout to have his dwelling with the beasts of the field ;
and this, Josephus informs us, was seven years. A
*time,” then, denotes one year. When used in sym-
bolie prophecy, it wonld of course denote symbolic or
prophetic time. A ‘“time” would then denote a pro-
phetic year, or, each day standing for a year, three
hundred and sixty literal years. ' .

7. The interest that the holy ones, or the angels,
take in human affairs, They are reprosented as de-
manding this dealing with Nebuchadnezzar. They
see, as mortals never can see, how unseemly a thing is
pride in the human heart. And they approve of, and
sympathize with, the decrees and providences of God,
with whioh he works for the correction of these evils.
Man must know thet he is not the architect of his own
fortune, but there is One who ruleth in the kingdom of

men, on whom his dependence should be humbly
placed. A man may be a successful monarch ; but he
shonld not pride himself npon that; for, without the
Lord had set him up, he would have been the basest
of men.

8. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges the supremacy of
the true God over the heathen oracles. He appeals to
Daniel to solve the mystery. Thou art able, he says,
for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee. The Septua-
gint has the singular, the Spirit of the holy God?P

THE. REPEATED ANNOUNCEMENT. ®

Trerr are two proclamations of the fall of Babylon
promised in the prophecy of Revelation; and, though
the same thing is repeated in regard to her fall, yet
there is a marked difference in the power and effect of
the Lwo. In thefirst instance, Rev. xiv, 8, it is simply

stated that *“there followed another angel, saying,

Babylon is fallen, is fallen, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornica-
tion.” And this simple statement is the more remark-
able, by coutrast, from the fact of its intervening
between two messages both of which are given with a
loud voice. But when Babylon’s fall is anuounced the
second time, Rev. xviii, it is represented by an angel
‘““having great powevr,” the earth being ¢ lightened
with his glory,” and crying ¢ mightily with a strong
voice.” "Why is this very marked and remarkable dif-
ference ?

The answer is, that subsequent developments make
it far more evident that Babylon is fallen, than il was
when the first announcement was made. 1. She
makes more rapid and apparent progressin her down-
ward course, becoming evidently the ¢habitation of
devils, the hold of every foul spirit, and the cage of
every uuclesn and hateful bird. 2. Increasing light
on the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,
which she rejects, exhibits her deformities and vile
apostasies,-by contrast, in & more glaring light.

While the judgment-hour message was being given
in 1844, before the end of the 2800 days in the autumn
of that year, it became cvident to the few that believed
that message to be from Heaven, that the nowminal
churches were in a fallen state from the fact that it
was then made evident, as never before, that they did
not love the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
time had then come for the true anunouncement to be
truly made, Babylon is fellen, as predioted in Rev. xiv,
8. But this was evident only to the few that believed
and had an experience in the advent doctrine at that
time. Hence, compared with the time messzage then
being heralded to the world, it was not proolaimed
with & loud voice.

But sinoe that time, modern Spiritualism has ap-
peared in the world, based upon a leading fable of the
nominal church, and it has been growing more and
more apparent that Babylon is becoming the habita-
tion of devils, the hold of every foul spirit, and the
cage of every unclean and hateful bird, Add to this
the fact that the third message is now proclaiming the
most olear and simple truth respeeting the command-
ments of God, and that this truth is being rejected and
spurned, and the doctrines of the Papacy and the Devil
are being so evidently preferreg, and it is easy to see
how the second announcement of the fall of Babylon
will unite with the third message, as its first announce-
ment joined with the first in 1844,

What & mighty work is just before us! when Baby-
lon’s sing will have reached to Heaven, and the voice
from Heaven will call God’s people out, making a final
separation between those that truly love God and
those that love him not! Who shall live and stand
when God shall do this? Reader, propare for the test.

R. F. CorTrELL.

It is generally conceded that by the expression,
“@God breathed into him the breath of life, and man
became a living soul,” no more is meant than that God
cansed him to breathe, and he became & living animal.
“Living soul” is applied to him in common with birds,
beasts, and reptiles, in the same chapter.—(. Beecher.

A coxnrirMeD Christian is one that taketh self-denial
for the one leaf of his religion.
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REPORT FROM BRO. WHITE.

Sinon our return, in January, from the eastern tour,
to Battle Creek, our labors have been confined most of
the time with the church and interests of the cause
located in that city. OQur work has beon bard, and
sometimes discouraging. We were very much worn in
January, end should have had rest. But this we can-
not find in Battle Creck. We toiled on, until Mrs, W,
conld labor no longer, and I was becoming gloomy.

We had designed accomplishing much writing at
Battle Creek, but in this we have been sorely disap-
pointed. We have been kept from it, either from
laboring for those who needed help, some of whom felt
no need of it, from discouragements, or from sick-
ness. It has even been impofsible to notice a large
portion of our correspondence.

For several weeks before leaving Battle Creek, Mrs,
W. was becoming more feeble. We decided at one time
to seek relief, by a journey to New York and New
England; but her unfavorable condition at so unfa-
vorable a season, discouraged us in this. Then we de-
cided to try a short tour among some of our strongest
churches, in hope of finding them in a condition to
help us, instead of perpetually drawing upon us for
help. ‘

April 13, Mrs. W. was in a fainting oondition mnch
of the day. In answer to prayer she was relieved, and
the 14th was better. The 15th we rode twenty-eight
miles to Bro. Owens in Hastings, and enjoyed a good
degree of freedom on the way, and good rest for the
night. The 16th we rode fifty miles to Bro. Root’s in
Wright. The last fifteen miles was in a violent storm,
which did not harm us. We enjoyed two excelleut
meetings with the church on the Sabbath, the 17th.
We both enjoyed & good degree of freedom. Here we
visited the camp-ground, with Bro. Root, and enjoyed
a good season of prayer where God so signally blessed
his people assembled last September. And it did seem
to me that God wonld graciously bless his people
should they there assemble in his name again. That
is an excellent place, and that obur¢h is willing, and,

I think, worthy of such a blessing in their midst, as |-

they had last September.

First-day, the 18th, we came to Greenville. The last
few miles of this journey was in a violent storm.
We found rest at Bro. Maynard's, and found ourselves
next morning unbarmed by the journey and storm.
Yesterday and to-day we have been keeping house at
our old place, and are quite comfortable with the few
remaining things not removed to Battle Creek, and
some borrowed at Bro. Maynard’s. This seems like
home. Mrs. W, is very much improved in health, and
we enjoy the lightlabor among the strawberries, black-
berries, raspberries and grapes, '

Here the Lord has blessed us in our afflictions more
than inany other place. Ilere we can accomplish more
than in Batue Creek, especially in writing. When
returning from a long, wearying tour, we could'rest;
but_not in Battle Creek, until a great change takes
place with that people. We erred in complying with
the request of the Battle Creek church to move our
head-quarters to that city. Things there were not
ready for us. Great mistakes had been made in the
management of matters pertaining to the interests of
the cause there, in our absence, without our connsel,
and, in some things, against onr entreaties. When
those who had made the mistakes should correct them,
as far ag possible, and when the church shonld get into
& place to help us in our labors, then, and not till then,
could it be our dnty to settle in their midst.

We are not in the least responsible for the mistakes
referred to fbove. I greatly erred in accepting res-
ponsibilities at onr last General Conference. When
those who had embarrassed the causge, fhould do all they
could to relieve it, instead of leaving the burden to
those who had taken no part in these mistakes, then
it would be soon enough for us to take responsibilities
in these matters. We had nearly fallen under the
burdens of the past few months. We design that this
sad lesson shall lead us to seek more carefully und
earncstly to walk in the path of duty.

James Wiire.

Greenville, April 20, 1869,

~ REPORT FROM CALIFORNIA,

Two Sabbaths have passed since the last report from
this place was written. The interdst has been stead-
ify increasing, and the work has been deepening. Be-
tween twenty-five and thirty have already embraced
the Sabbath, and many more are leaning toward the
trath. A

A recent disenssion on the Sabbath question between
Bro. Loughborough and Eld. MecCorkal, a Disciple
preacher, hasg served to raise the interest still higher,
This discussion was held in & large barn in the Piner-
district, last Monday and Tuesday, before a large con-
course of people from the surrounding country and
from Saunta Rosa. God helped Bro. L., and the victory
of truth was complete. Many who came to the discus-
sion with prejudice, left us with a friendly feeling,
convinced that we had the truth on the Sabbath, and
anxious to hear further ou the subject. Never did the
truth seem =0 precious to us as at this disenssion,
Never did we feel so sengible of the divine aid, that
God was working. Never did we see so great a revo-
lation in so short a time. Thongh onr opponent used
boasting, jests, and rashness, manifested a defiant, and
overbearing spirit, of which some of his own members
were ashamed, we felt shielded by & heavenly influ-
enoe. Many have asked for a copy of Bro. L's sum-

‘ming up speech, but as we have not time to write so

much, we have promised to prepare this speech, with
the main positions taken, for the Review, which will
satisfy all, and give those who take the Revirw a feel-
ing that this periodical is emphatically their paper. |

We have decided to hold a general meeting of the
Sabbath-keepers of Petaluma, Windsor, San Francisco,
and Santa Rosa, in this place, in'a week from next
Sabbath and Sunday, for the general encourngement of
the believers, to attend to the ordinance of baptism,
labor for the salvation of souls, and decide upon the
place where we shall commence tent operations, ete.,
in about three weeks. We have several places before
us. God direct.

Brethren .and sisters, our hearts are encouraged.
The hardest blows to start the work on this coast have
been struck. The message is commanding the atten-
tion of the people. God is raising up friends, who
have the cause at beart, and will sustain it. The work
is being cut short, The people are working fast, and
Inying aside their idols, even before we touch them.
Sinners are being converted. 1 believe the loud ery
is right uponus. We want to keep bumble. We never
felt so much of the compelling power, to move us out
to trust in God, and venfure out in his name. Pray
for us, God is strengthening ns physically.

D. T. Bourpeav.
Santa Rosa, Cal., April._

OHRIST SHALL DESTROY THE WORKS OF
THE DEVIL,

“For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that he might destroy the works of the Devil.” 1Jobn
ii, 8. This text states in very plain words the object
for which God sent his own dear Son into this world,
and for which Christ endured and suffered so much.
He will destroy the works of the Devil. How impor-
tant that we have a clear conception of what consti-
tutes the works of the Devil; or are able clearly to
distinguish between the works of Christ and the works
of the Devil, ’

“This would be a good way to decide the Sabbath
question. All Bible rcaders will acknowledge that the
seventh day was once sanctified and blessed, was once
the Sabbath. All that we need to decide now is: Was
that work the work of the Devil, or was it the work of
Christ? If the sanctification of the seventh-day Sab-
bath was the work of the Devil, then those are correot
who teach that Christ Las abolished the ancient Sab-
bath; for Christ came to abolish or destroy the works
of the Devil. But if Christ is the author of the sev-
enth-day Sabbath then you have made -a fatal blunder
in attributing that to Christ which really is the work
of the Devil, to wit., the attempt to destroy or abolish
the seventh-day Sabbath. . It is evident that ‘the sev-
enth-day Sabbath once existed. It is also evident that
some one has tried to abelish or change the same.

Now be not satisfied before you have clearly ascer-
teined whether this is the work of Christ or of the
Devil.

Danijelepredicted that the little horn, or papal power
should think or attempt to change times and laws.
The great Jead of that power is certainly the Devil.

The Sabbath cannot be classed among shadows and
ceremonics; for it existed before ever sin existed, and
there could be no figures of atonement as long as there
was no osuse for atonement. If our opponents there-
fore persist, without the least Scripture testimony to
that effect, to claim that the seventh-day Sabbath is
abolished or destroyed, we would urge upon them to
prove that Satan is its author. But if they will not,
they represent Christ as destroying his own work,

Christ was the author of the Sabbath.

Proof: “ By kim were all things created.” Col. i, 16.
“By whom also he [the Father] made the worlds,”
Heb. i, 2. <« All things were made by him,” John
i, 8. ““The Sabbath was made for man,” Mark ii, 27.
Then Christ did make the Sabbath for man at creation.
Christ was the agent by whom the Father made this
world. He gave light to the sun, and he gave sanc-
tity to the seventh day. Blind men may argue that
they see no light about the sun. Blind: professors
may argue that they see no sanotity about the Sabbath
of the Lord. Bul this hes not impaired the splendor
of the sun. It shines as brightly as ever. So likewise
the seventh-day Sabbath is as holy as ever, in spite of
all the slander and abuse that has been poured forth
against it by the blind. And in spite of all the Lalln-
cinations and counterfeit splendor of a rival Sabbath,
the day which was sanctified at creation still shines
with unimpaired splendor, although a gin-polluted at-
mosphere i8 not so well adapted to the display of its
glory, and a corrcot idea of its sanctity, as the pure
and holy air of Paradise. And the fact that there is
still a people in the earth who celebrate this divine in-
shafution, after such powerful atlacks by the enemy, isa
strong proof of the truthfulness of the word of God,
and of the genuineness of the work among God's rem-
nant people. The Sabbath of Jchovah has risen above
the raging surges for nearly 6000 years. It will
stand the storm s little longer, and soon the unpol-
Inted atmosphere of the new earth shall reflect all the
rays of its everlasting glory, and every heart shall re-
joice in its splendor, when 2ll flesh shall worship be-
fore the Lord from Sabbath to Sabbath. Isa. 1xvi, 23.

Dear reader, decide in your own mind the guestion:
Is the seventh-day Sabbath the work of the Devil?
Christ came to destroy the works of the Devil. Be-
ware lest you take side with the enemy.

Joux MarTEsox.

LIONS IN THE WAY.

“Tgre slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I
shall be slain in the streets.” Prov. xxii, 18. And
thus he tries to excuse himself for the neglect of what
he ought to do. Tothose who trust in God, his promise
is, “There shall no evil befall thee. Thou shalt tread
upon the lion and adder : the younglion and the dragon
shalt thou trample under feet,” Ps. xei, 10, 18,

Christisna and her party in Bunyan’s Pilgrim had
their ljons to encounter, as Christian had before them,
“Now Mr. Great-heart was a strong man, so he was
not afraid of a lion. But yet, when they were come
up to the place where the lions were, the boys that
went before were now glad to cringe behind, for they
were afraid of the lions; so they stepped back and
went behind.”” When Mr. Great-heart was confronted
by Giant Grim, the owner of the lions, he addressed
him thns:—

¢¢It is the king's highway that we are in, and in
this way it is that thou hast placed the lions; bnt these
women, and these children, though weak, shall hold
on their way iffspite of thy lions.” And with that he
gave him again a downright blow, and brought Lim
upon his knees.” With this blow also he broke his
helmet, and with the next he cut off an arm. Then did
the giant roar o hideously, that his viice frightened
the women, and yet they were glad to see him lie
sprawling upon the ground. Now the lions were
chained, and so of themselves could do nothing.
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Wherefore, when old Grim, that ‘intended to back
them, was dead, Mr. Great-heart said to the pilgrims,
¢Come now and follow me, and no hnrt shall happen
to you from the lions.” They therefore went on, but
the women trembled as they passed by them ; the boys
also looked as if they would die; but they all got by
without further hurt.” ’ »

How trne it is that there are lions, and legions of
evil things, in the Christian’s way; hindrances and
dangers in his path to the celestial city. There is the
lust of pride, the heart of nnbelief, the love of the
world, and the apathy of a careless soul sleeping in
self-righteous security. These are real lions, that put
the life of our spirituality in danger; but we must
watch, and pray, and strive, and struggle against them,
and look onward to the city with the golden gates,
taking courage, for stronger is he who is for ns, than
those who are against us. '

Dear brethren, with the prospect before us, with the
word of God in our hands, and the love of God in onr
hearts, let us fear neither lions nor legions of evil
things; being persuaded that ¢ neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor power, nor
things present, nor things to “come, nor hight, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”

“0h! would that all were faithful found ;
That still, whate'er our lot, .
This trath so bright for sorrow’s night,
Might never be forgot—
E’en when our path looks lone and drear,
Our Saviour's presence still is near.”

E. Exaues.

-

IN SIGHT OF THE CROSS.

“We'L, reach home ere long if we follow the light,
And journey in sight of the cross.”

How often we find ourselves wandering in labyrinths
of darkness, far from the cross, entirely out of sight of
that heavenly waymark., It may be that in seeking
wealth we have wandered away till we can no where
descry this waymark to the city of imperishable wealth,
1t may be that in pursuit of pleasure we have lost sight
of the heavenly beacon which shines only upon the way
of the oross; that way which alone can lead ns to en-
duving pleasure.

Or, perchance, fame, with winning tones, has
lured us on toward her glittering temple, till the cross
has faded from our view. Or it may be that worldly
cares have reared between us and tbe oross-marked
way, such a heap of rubbish, that itis almost or quite
out of sight and forgotten. Let us pause right where
we are, and look around us. Where is the cross? No-
where tobe seen! Then may we rest assured that we
arve wandering from the right way, and the longer we
journey thus, out of sight of the cross, the longer it
will take to get back into the right way. My brother,
my sister, is there a heavy cross before yon? Oh! turn
not aside to the right nor to the left. Seek notto find a
path where there are no crosses, but walk straight for-
ward, follow the light, and remember that the way to

the city of God *‘is the way of the cross.”
M. 3. C.

THE JUDGMENT.

Axp 18 it Indeed & fact that we are living in the
time of the Judgment, when each iudividual case of
the righteous dead is being brought up, and decided
for eternity? Aund have we all & suit pending in
Heaven, very soon to be brought in review before the
great tribnnal bar of God? And are these the last
notes of warning which we hear sounding from the
watchmen on the walls of Zion? These are, indeed,
startling facts. ¢ It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.” Oh! solemn thought! And
how will the case stand with you and me, my brother,
my gister ? Shall we be weighed in #he balance and
fonnd wanting, or shall we staud the searching test, and
bear the joyful sound, Well done? OQh! may Heaven
. grant tbat the latter may be the case.

An incident occurred a few years ago in the vicin-
ity of Wellsville, near where I reside, which made an
impression upon my mind that never will be erased
while I live. A faithful and beloved brother was there

‘up to the Judgment deceived.

preaching the word, and trying to present the truth
before the people, and his overiaxed strength gave
way, and he was prostrated upon a bed of sickness,
and the tent with which he was traveling was left in
the care of others. In a few-days, as he grew worsé,
he requested the prayers of the church; and when
asked what they should pray for, his answer was, Not
that I may recover and resume my labors among you,
but that I may not come up to the Judgment deceived.
How often I have thought of this, and thought of the
many who, perhaps, are honest ip heart, and are striy-
ing, to a certain extent, to overcome, have an anxious
desire to be saved, a hope of eternal life, an expecta-
tion of gaining Heaven; and yet, afler all this, fail,
and come up to the Judgment deceived. Oh! what
anguish will rend such hearts, Of all classes on earth,
I think this one wi)l be most to be pitied.

God forbid that you or I, dear reader, should be
found among that disappointed company. Shall we
bear this in mind, and now, while the day lasts, and
while we have time and opportunity, make sure work
for eternity? Or shall we, who have endeavored to
keep God’s holy law, and have acted a part in present-
ing this last message before a dying world, be fonnd
sleeping when Jesus leaves the most holy place ? This
will be a silent work, yet it will soon be accomplished,
nevertheless. And shall we fail of our object because
of slothfulness?

Oh! tbink of these things, and let us be arounsed by
the faithful warnings of the servants of God, come out of
this deathlike stupor which Satan has thrown over us,
and go to work in sober earnest to remove the rubbish
from the door of our hearts, let Jesus in to sup with
us and we with him, and be willing to receive the truth
in all its different branches, and be faithfnl in all
things, watching nnto prayer, and keeping all our
words, and thoughts, and acts, that we may not come
E. A. DIk,

THE SUFPFERINGS OF CHRIST.

Inap never before reading the traet entitled The Suf-
ferings of Christ, been enabled to <frealize the value
of salvation,” or ¢ understand what it cost,” as I have
sinoedone. And now it seems as if I had bnt a very
faint idea of its magnitnde.

Bntin order that it.might the more effectually be
impressed upon my mind, to influence my life, I re-
solved after first Learing it read to commit it all to
memory.

I intend to get a quantity of these tracts for distri-
bution, as soon as possible, and feel truly to thank the
Lord for the facilities we have for scattering the precious
light, not only upon this, but also the time in which
weare living, and the preparation requisite to enable
us to stand acquitted when Jesus shall come to take
his people home.

Oh! how unspeakably blessed will be that day to
those who shall be prepared to meet him in peace.

Let us strive for it, my dear brethren and sisters,
with our entire beings. And in this effort we shall be
led to edncate our minds for the society of the heav-
enly host, and the good of all ages. And what study,
I'wonld beg leave to inquire, conld more effectnally aid
us ju this good work, than the character of the King
of that conntry, and the immense price ho hos paid for
onr salvation ? :

This little tract to which I refer, portrays these in
living characters; and I would take the liberty to af-
fectionately commend both its study and ecirculation to
you. The blessing it has proved to me, leads me to do
8o with confidence. It furnishes rich food for thonght,
and oannot fail to ennoble the soul, expand the intel-
lect, and purify the affections,

It is truly a blessed theme for contemplation, and
one which bas often led me to exclaim in the language
of the poet,

“Oh! for a pencil dipped in living light,
To 'pnim the agonies that Jesus bore!
Oh ! for the long lost harp of Jesse's might,
To hymn the Suviour’s praise from shore to shore;
While seraph hosts the lo’;ty @dan pour,
And Heaven enraptured lists the loud acclaim I

Mary E, HasgeLr.
South Lancaster, Mass.

“OVER THE RIVER)

Ou! have youn not heard of’ thut realm of delight,
To which the blest Saviour doth each one invite? +
'Tis prepared for the good, the pure, and the blest,
'Tis over the river, where the weary find rest.
Cuorus.
Oh1 I want to cross over, don’t you, when he reigns?
1 want to cross over on Eden’s fair plains;
1 want to be gathered in Canaun's bright land;
Yes, over the river, where the ransomed shall stand.

*Tis a land of fair beauty, a realm of dclifbt,
O'erflowing with gladness, refulgent with light;
Its verdure ne’er withers, its flowers ne’er fude,
Oh! I long to pass over, snd immortal be made.

Cuo.—O0h! I want o cross over, &e.

Its fountains are pure, and its pleasures untold,

Its fullness of joy no tongue can unfold ;

How its life-breathing %ephyrs float geutly along,

While the ransomed are singing redemption’s sweet song.

Cno.—Oh ! I want to cross over, &e.
’Tis Jesus invites me, the glory to see,
To reign with him there, in the Jand of the free,

Where the weary saints rest, and the wicked ne’er come,
Yes, over the river, in the saints Eden home. .

Cuo.—Oh! I want to cross over, &e.
Selected by Mrs. E, Gern,

«“THE TIMES.”

As our age isacknowledged to be a progressive one,.
the following culled items will show wherein we are
progressive—notl in righteousness, but backward, to
eternal perdition. '

Rrviorous Arrairs, ete.  Boston Journal, of Feb. 11,
1869, speaking of Manchester, N. H., ¢ Correspondent”
says: “I am safe in saying that less than half of this
people, who are of a snitable age to attend church,
ever enter a religious meeting of any kind, . . . . ..
Churches are thinly attended, compared with thirty
yearsago. . . . . Onereason why some of the churclies
inthe larger towns have lost their hold oun the affec-
tions of a large portion of the people, is because they
have become the temples of fashion and display, in-
stead of the sanctuary, . . . . Auother cause of the
diminution is the dullness and monotonous duration
of the sermons. . . .. For a series of years’tis the
same trite phraseology, both in preaching and prayer;
the same threadbare arguments, and stale illustra-
tions.” '

Father Ignatius, lecturing in Loudon, said, * There
were (900,000,000) nine hundred millions who do not
believe in Christ at all ;” and that it wws ““a pity the
few believers in Christ should quarrel among them-
selves.”—New York Rural, of Jan. 2, 1869,

Dr. Holland, in Springfield Republican, says, on
“Religionat home and abroad, in Switzerland,” « We
see everywhere the Sabbath desecrated. . . . . They
forget that there is a world to be converted. . . . . .

Religion is a thing apparenily unknown here.”

Herald, of July 11, 1868, states that at Lyons
(France), the “clergy have Sunday services earlier, so
that the people could attend the races.”

Post, of Dec. 4, 1868, says: * Rey. Mr. Denton, the
Bible Agent, to give Bibles to every family in the
connty, canvassed Warren, Mass. Out of four hundred
and sixty-seven families, three hundred and sixty-eight
claim to attend church, eighty of which had no Bibles;
eighteen refused to accept one, even as a gift.”

Publisher’s Circular, of Dec. 15, 1868, says:

| *“Charles Read, of London, has to have $50,000 by

the publishers of the New York Galazy for writing a
novel for that paper.”

Putnam, for Jannary, 1869, says: “Of the writing of
many novels in England, there is not only no end, but
a fresh beginning.” .

IxcrEAsE oF Crixes. Round Table, of Dec. 19, 1868,

‘| on “Chapter of Horrors,” says: ¢ Dismal as has been

the long catalogue, crimes and casualties of the last
ten years have shocked the most refined oentres of
the world.”

Day’s Doings, of Dec. 12,1868,  The Leader on < The
Blood Carnival,~—the Reign of Terror,—the Plagne
Murder,” etc., says: *‘Every paper thronghout the
country was compelled to devote its colnrns to the de-
tail of deeds of self-destruction. Men, women and
children seemed to be taken suddenly weary of life and
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earth, and rushed to death and the unknown. Every
possible variety of self-extinction was successfully
practiced. Some resorted o the rope, others to the
knife, others agnin to the water, and not a few fo the
cup of poison. Even the young lad, or budding maiden,
who from their youth knew nothing of the world, seemed
to have become tived of it, before they had learned
any thing about it, and rid themselves of existence as
they would of a burden. And now, at the present date,
even while we write these lines, a carnival of blood is
bolding revel in our midst. The plague of murderis
upon us. North, South, East, and West, we read of wo-
men and men killed by women and men. We cannot
suffer our eyes to rest upon a stray paragraph, without
the well-grounded fear that it may contain the account
of some recent tragedy. The very demon of crime
seems to be stalking in earth night and day, seeking
whom it may devour, The plague of murder appears
to be confined to no particular locality. '
. “No pent-up Utica confines its powers,
But the whole. boundless universe is’ ——

blood and death. In tho country, amid rural sights
and sounds, amid allthe breezy freedom of the fields,
the fiend is active. . . . . But in the corrupt and cor-
rupting city, the plague of murder is especially viru-
lent. It effects with its foul influence both bigh and
low, rich and poor. The knife, the gun, and even the
poker, are used to fulfill the mad dictates of hate,
avarice, and drink.” ‘

Police News of New York says:—«It is impos-

sible to account for the gradual increase of crime in the
various cities of the Union. . . . . Crime is on the in-
¢rease in every city and town in the United Stales.
Many of the crimes comprebend some of the most
frightful in the calendar, and a number of them are
really nomeless. Who will explain the cause of this
- steady expansion?” '

I’o'rrland Transeript, of January 9, 1869, thinks that
“ Lewiston (Maine) rivals Sodom and Gomorrah in
wickedness, if one is to.believe the Lewiston Journal;
which makes the sfartling revelation that three hundred
cases of abortion ccour there annually.”

The Last Sensation, of January 18, says: in France
there were 139,000 convictions; in England there were
389,000 convictions for crimes committed. Such news
from the London Times is astounding, when we consider
that England is the greatest missionary place or coun-
try on the globe. - But all these things prove” conelu-
sively the Scriptures true, that wickeduess shall in-
crease, veducers waxing worse and worse, and people
having only a form of godliness,

The New York Herald, June 13, 1868, says:—¢ There
are five millons and a quarter dollars spent for prosti-
tation in New York; and 172,000 people affected with

.IIarpera’ Magazine for last May, page 809, on amuse-

ments, says: ‘ Thatthe ballet ehould enchant the pub-
lic for more than a year, is declared to be atother
proof of our demoralized condition; another of those
horrible portents in which we seem to behold the ad-
vent of the disastrous end of things,”

Can we expect other than a sad state of things to
exist, when boysbave become demonsin crime? Says

. The Boston Herald :— A party of boys broke into the

family tomb of the Puinam family, at Danvers, Mass.,
stole the silver plate from the coffing, sold the bones
of the bodies to peddlers; and when arrested were
playing foot-ball with the skulls.” This was last May.

A Few War Items. Rouher, the French minister,
said : ““All nations must ever be prepared for war;
for no confidence could be placed in the fraternity of
nations,”

The Tribune says: < The great war will at last be un-
avoidable.” Yes, the last great battle of God Almighty
will come, and will not. tarry long. )

“Very large purchases of hay have been made in
New York for the French government, also heavy pur-
chases of horses for the same party, and the enor-
mous accumulationwt bullion in the Bank of France,
equal to $250,000,000 (two hundred and fifty millions
of dollars), is looked upoh by not a few of the longest
hends in financial and business circles as indicaling a
coming war.”

The Paris Presse states that the French Minister of
War is establisbing in the Hotel Des Invalides two
magazines to receive all the necessary material for an
army of two hundred thousand men, entering on a cam-
paign. The first magazine already containg the field
ovens, machines for making biscuite, boxes of band-
ages, surgical instruments, ambulances, ete,

Says the New York Post of Sept. 15, 1868: <« The
Rome correspondent to Pall Mall Gazette says: Noth-
ing is now talked of but the new Saint Maria Taigi,
who died in 1837. A great sensation has been created
by her prophecies, which were confided to her by ber
confessor, Father Natali, now ninety years old; who
has faithfully related them as the events successively
happened. The other day the confessor was asked
whether Maria Taigi prophesied any further danger
from the Garibaldians? Yes, be answered; and in
those days we shall see the Tiber as full of corpses as
itis now of fish. At this moment fish are so abundent
in the Tiber, owing to the floods from the Umbria, that
the Romans pick them out of the water with their
hands.”

May we not neglect the signs of the times, as they
are beacons of the coming future.—JOHN TAYLOR, in
World's Crisis.

diseage,” The same paper states that ¢ fol is
used by eight hundred millons of people.”

The Congregationalist & Recorder, of Oct. 29, 1868,
quoting from the Christian Mirror, an article on ** Pre-
infanticide,” says:—* On investigation and proof from
high medical authority, the proof -is all on one side.
Let the imagination draw the darkest picture that
renson could allow, and it would fail to set forth the
ghocking details of this horrid home of crime, . . .
Full one-third of the population of our land fall by
the bands of violence. .. . .’'’Tis more destructive
than war, slavery, and intemperance put together. A
blood stain upon Christianity, forcing a hundred times
more hands to heaven red with blood, for the curse of
God, than all other murders in our land put together.
. « « The erime itself has become a fashion.”

The Herald says that *“it took two days to burn the
obscene books of a London pablisher.” What woald
the aggregale of missionary London be? The same
paper calls the present state of thinge the ¢ Rain of
the knife,” and adds that ‘‘there are four hundred
and nine arrests in New York City every twenty-four
hours.”

The Alta Californian urges that San Franciscans, who
have babies they want to get rid of, may *“have the
decency to throw them into the bay, and not leave so
‘meny about the streets, as it has become disagreeable.”

After reading these things who can say that the

world is progressing in Christianity? I would that
man would pay more attention tothe word of God, than
to the fables of these last days.

Gonference Depariment,

Exhorting one nno'.ba". und w0 much the more ns ye see the day
approaching. Web. x, 25, .

<

This Department is designed to fill the same place in the paper
that the Conforence or Social Meeting does in the worship of Gud.
speak often ono to another to comfort, edify and ald cach other in the
way of holiness and true Ol istian experience. .

i

—

From Bro. Ingraham.

Bro. Syitm: As it has been reported that Moses
Porter, of Mantorville, put an end to his life in conse-
quence of his religious faith in the Advent doctrine,
the facts in the case may be called for at this time.
Bro. Porter had been affiicted for many years with a
fever sore cn one of his limbs, Laat spring it dried up.
Socn after it was discovered by his friends that he was
deranged. After good counsel, it was decided that his
derangement was caused by the sore ceasing to rum,
and the disease turning in another direction and
affecting the brain.

The following note is from the Mantorville paper.

. War. 8. INGRAHAM.

MeraxcuorLy OccuRRENOE.—On Thursday of last
week our town was thrown into a state of excitement
by the startling report that Mr. Moses Porter, an old
and respected citizen of Mantorville had attempted
cuicide. Mr..Porter bas been out of bealth for along
time, and subject to deep depression of spirits. In-
deed, his nearest friends have known that for several

months his mind hesbeen sadly deranged,- But watched
with the teaderest eare they did not think he would do
barm to himself. On Thursday afterncon Mr. Porter
went to & druggisi, bought & quantity of opinm, took
it home and openly, before some of his family, pre-

aved and swallowed it. Soon after, he washed and
sressed himself in his best clothes, gave his family
some business memoranda, and while in conversation
with a neighbor, showed such signs of stupor that it
gave rise to suspicion. Upon being questioned, he did
not deny what he had done. Help was sent for, and
everything that could be done to save him was tried.
He resisted as long as able to, every effort to relieve
bim. He breathed until 11 o'clock on Friday, when
his sufferings, mental, and bodily, were ended. Mr.
Porter was respected as an honest and truly conscien-
tious man, indeed, since his derangement hig chief
trouble had been that he might do wrong. He had
many friends and in other parts of the State. He
lerves a wife and two daughters, who have the heart-
felt sympathy of the community. And to make the
circnmstance still more afflictive, Mrs. Porter was at the
time, very ill. We are glad to be able to state that
she is now recovering.

8r. 0. M. S8usrarp writes from Beaver Dam, Wis, :
Intimes of worldly afiliction and heart-rending trouble,
the Christian is driven to the Lord for consolation and
strength, and finds in Jesus the comfort which is denied

from every other source. But worldly progperity draws
the mind away from heavenly things. Whensurrounded
with worldly comforts and enjoying the society of those
we love, how easy to forget the Giver of all good. I feel
that 1 was never in so great danger of forsaking the
Lord as now. When I was surrounded with trouble,
I found it necessary to take considerable time for seeret -
devotion, to obtain the strength that I needed to sus-
tain me; bot now, as [ am surrounded with blessings,
I need to have double the grace that I then required,
or I shall be atlured from following Jesus. The power
of Satan is terrible, and he is never off his watch,
Bat we have much at stake and cannot afford to run
any risk. If we put forth every effort that isin our
power we shall not fail, but shall win the prize, even
“life everinsting.”” We have of late been strivin
more zealously o repent and gaiu heavenly riches, an
have felt that it was not in vain. Though separated
from those of like faith, we have felt that Jesus was
near and precious. We hope to be with the overcomers
when they shall sing the victor's song.

Bro. T. H. Crare writes from the Health Institnte :
Tdeem it & great privilege to give my testimony in favor
of present truth, Tongue cannot express my feelings
of gratitude for the light. Bless the Lord, O my soul!
Praise his great and excellent name for what he has
done for me! I'am very thankful that the way ever
opened for me to come to the Institute. It made me
glad to find a Chriztian Health Instiwzte, whewe there
are no bad morals or vain pleasures to grieve holy
angels away. Iere the Lord can work for the afilicted
ones. I do feel to say, It is good to be here, where we
can grow in the knowledge of our Saviour and learn

| the laws of our being. T would recommend this place

to all the suffering in body and mind. I came here
sorely afllicted, both in body and mind. My health is
much better, my mind is cured. - [ am trying to over-
come. I want to live worthy of a name among God's
dear people, and receive the crown.

Sisrer 8. A. Brprivax writes from Waunshara Co.,
Wis.: We bave Sabbath Scheol and meeting here ev-
ery Sabbath, which we enjoy very much. We feel
that it is & good and glorions cause that we have en-
listed in. May we all obey our Captain’s orders, and
buckle on the whole armor, that we may be able to
fight the battles of the Lord valiantly, come off victo-
rious, and recieve a reward that is laid up for all the
faithful. May we all have our lamps trimmed and

burning, waiting for our Master's return,

Obitnary RAotices,

Blesasd are the dend which die in the Lord from henceforth.

> e ]

Diep in Baogor, Franklin Co., N. Y., March 21, 1869, of
a combination of diseases common to old age, Sr. Mary
Butler, aged 81 years next May. Sr. B. gave her heart 1o
the Saviour fifty years ago. She embraced the Advent faith
twenty-six years ago, and for sixteen years she has been
keeping the Sabbath of the fourth commandment. She
loved the troth, also those that loved it.  She had a gene-
rous heart which was always prompting her to acts of
kinduess and wmercy. The saints found a welcome home
at her house. She believed Jesus’s coming was near,
Yet for some time bas not expected to live until then,
She died believing Jesus to be the Life-giver, and that she
should have a part in the first resurrection.

C. 0. Tavron.
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The Review nud Fervald.

Battle Oreck, Mioh,, Third-day, April 27, 1869,

E@y™ Bro. White writes that he wishes to withdraw
his suggestion for Camp meeting, given in Review
No. 16, to be held about June 1, the principal reason
for which he states as follows: ¢«It will be rather
late to hold Conference-Camp-meeting in June, for it
would be July before the summer's eampaign with
our ministers conld commence.” It is therefore sug-
gested, as will be seen by appointments in another
colamn, to hold our annual business sesgions as soon
a8 may be, and a general Camp-meeting al a later
period, t6 be duly announced hereafter.

265~ To those brethren who were called to attend
the recent meetings in Battle Creek, at which Brn.
White and Andrews Iabored so Iong to set things in or-
der, we would say, The published results will soon be
issued in pamphlet form. Urrag Smrrin,
’ G. W. Amavox.

BES™ Some messenger will meet with the brethrenat
Otsego in their Monthly Meeling, May 1, 1869.
Mica. Coxr. CoMMITTER.

-

To Correspondents.

Wi, James: A woman is used in the Seriptures as
a symbol of & church, good or bad. The little horn of
the fourth beast, Paul's Man of Sin, and Jobn's leopard
beast, symbolize the Roman chareh, if not in full, at
least in a very importsnt, constitnent element. And
while a feminine pronoun is nsed in speaking of the
oburch under the symbol of a woman, it wonld not be
proper to use the same pronoun when it is represented
under another symbol. The symbol delermines the
pronoun to be used,

J. McMiunax: The spirituslizing tendencies of the
writer in the Family Treasure, look to us too ntterly
groundless and silly to merit the soher consideration
of & review. A man who will apply the sublime Bible
desoriptions of the passing away of the heavens and the
earth, to the closing up of the old dispensation, and the
language, *‘there was no more sca,” lo the fact that the
brazen gea of the ceremonial service was no longer used!
and the creation of the new heavens and the new earth,
to the introduction of the gospel dispensation, and the
New Jerusalem wilh its rectangular construction, its
jusper wall, its twelve gates, its golden streets, its tree
and river of life, and its throne of God, to the church,
and the hearts of men,—a man, we say, who will make
such an application, is beyond bope of benefit for
himself, and beyond the danger of injuring any one
who prefers a soher and sonnd interpretation of the
Bible, to the mystical mutterings of those who are
reeling under the infiuence of the wine of Babylon.

R. F. C.: Wesaw the article to which yourefer.

t&r Some of the churches of the Michigan Conference
are in arrears in the matter of their reports. Please send
them in at once, that your standing may be expeditiously
determined at the time of Conference.

W. C. Gace, Secretary.

B&™ A newspaper publishes an obituary notice headed
«Death of Mr. ——,”" and then aseerts that ‘“ he isnot
dead, butliveth in the better Iand.” The editor either
makes 8 misstatement or has headed the notice wrong.

Note from Bro. Steward.

I ArreENDED the Quarterly Meeting at Little Prairie,
April 8 and 4. The Lord was with usat this meeling.
- While we examined the Bible in regard to the perils of
the last days, and the dangers by the way, we felt that
we all had reason to bless God for his rich merey in
placing the gift of prophecy iu the church.

T. M. STewARD.

To the 8. B. Treasurers of Ill. and Wis. Conference.

Dear Brererex: I have not been at home since
November, and I do not know who have reported. All
who have not, will please do it at once, so I can make
out my report in time. Direct to Dell Prairie, Adams
Co., Wis., until May 15, then to Rockton, I1l.

T. M. STEWARD.

Monthly Meeting in Allegan.

Tue Allegan Co., Mich, Monthly Meeting was held
with the church in Allegan, Sabbath, April 8. Much
interest was manifested by the brethren and sisters to
go forward with renewed determination to live ont all
the precious traths in the last message of mercy.

Sabbath and first-day, April 10 and 11, held five
meetings, and celebrated the ordinances with the church
in Otsego. The congregation is considerably enlarged
since they commenced worship in their new house,
They feel enconraged to double their diligénce and ad-
vance the good work of the Lord in their midst.

The next Monthly Meeting in Allegan Co., will be
held in Otsego, Sabbath, May 1. . Josern BarEs.

Monterey, April 14, 1869.

.

Found Wanting.

“Taov art weighed in the balances, and art found
wanting.” Belshazzar had ¢ lifted up himself against
the God of Heaven.” Al the end of the seventy years
of the captivity of Jerusalem—at the point of time
when God was to puvish the king of Bubylon, as he
had promised by Jeremiah the prophel—the impions
king, feeling secure within the impregnable walls of
his strong city, in the spirit of triumph over the fail-
ure of the prophecy, offers a direct insult to the God
of Heaven by drinking wine in the consecrated vessels
taken from the temple at Jerusalem, at the same time
praising the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, of iron,
wood, and stone. Bnt the triumphing of the wicked is
short. ¢ Inthat night was Belshazzar the king of the
Chaldeans slain,” and the prediction of the prophet
was verified to the letter. '

When any man, great or small, throws himself into
the opposite scale of the balance against the God of
the Bible, he is sure to be found wanting.

R. ¥. C.

B&5™ To those who may have expected replies to
their letters to me, but have not received them, I wish
to say that the state of.my health for some time past has
been such that it was not possible for me to attend to
the duties which daily pressed npon me, and write also,
And still T must ask their forbearance, for, in my weak
condition, 1 have overworked my brain, and I must now
rest or be permanently injured, But 1 shall be just as
glad to hear from my friends. i

. J. H. WaAGGONER,
Battle Creek, April 14,

Tar Deap Marcw.—What a mighty procession has
been moving towards the grave during the past year!
At the usual estimates, since the first of January, 1868,
more than thirty-one million five hundred thousand of
the world’s population have gone down to the grave.
Place them in a long array, and they will give a moving
colnmu of more than thirteen handred to every mile of
the cirecnmference of the globe. What a speciacle, as
they move on, tramp, tramp, the “Dead March” giv-
ing its faneral notes as they go to the silent shades.

T faiutest sireak of dawn will be followed by
the full day.—Grace in the soul.

Appointments,

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

o

— —r}

General Conference.

ProvIpENCE permitting, the seventh annual session of the
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists will be held
in Battle Creek, Mich., Tuesday, May 11, 1869, at 9 o'clock,
A u. The different State Conferences which have not al-
ready made arrangements to represent themselves by del-
egate, will do so immediately. Delegates will come pre-
pared to furnish to the General Conference the statistics
of their respective Conferences. Those from a distance
will have to reach Battle Creck the week previous, in order

to be present promptly at the commencement of the meet-
ing. It wiil be in order for scattered brethren everywhere
to make known their wauts to this Counference, either in
person or by letter.

In behalf of the committee,

U. Surry, Seoretary.
—n (e

Michigan State Conference.

Tne Mich. State Conference will hold its ninth annual
session at Battle Creek, Mich.,, Wednesday, May 12, at 9
o’clock, A. m. Let no church fail to represent itself. Send
delegaten if possible. 1f this cannot be doue, send letter.
Let ministers and delegates come prepared to make the va-
rious reports which the constitution reguires.

By order of committee,

W. C. Gagr, Secretary.
RS S—
The 8. D. A. Publishing Association.

Tre Seventh-day Adventist Publishing Association will
hold its ninth annoal session at Battle Creek, Mich,, Thurs-
day, May 13, 1869, at 8 o’clock, a. u., to deliberate for the
general interests of the Association, elect officers, and
fransact any other business that may come before the meet-

ing.
By order of the Trustees,
E. S. WaLker, Secretary.

————
Stockholders’ Meeting of the Health Reform Institute.

Tar Stockholders of the Health Reform Institute will
hold their third annual meeting at Battle Creek, Mich.,
Friday, May 14, 1869, at @ o’clock, a. u., for the election
of officers, and for the transaction of any other business
that may properly come before the meeting.

Jamgs Wmre, 3}

J. N. Axnnews,

J. N. Louvcneorocen,
J. M. Avparcu, Directors.
Urran Syirn,

G. W. Auanox,

E. 8, WaLKER,

———

Provinexce permitting, I will meet with the chnrch in
Sutton, Vt., in Quarterly Meeting, Sabbath and first-day
May 15 and 16, Cannot the friends from Lunenburg and
Granby meet with us? It would bé gratifying to sce them,

A. 8. Hurcmivs,
——Cr

Tne next Monthly Meeting for Western N. Y. will be
holden with the church at Olcott, the second Sabbath and
first-day in May. J. N. Axprews,

—ee——

Moxyruy Meeting in May, for Rhode Island, will be held
with the Exeter church, May 15 and 16, at Gardner school-
house. Let there be a good representation. Cannot Bro,
8. N. Haskel} attend ? P. C. Ronwmax.

Bitginess @epnrtmeut.

Not Slothful in Business, Rom. xii, 11

~

i

Businese Notes,

J. H. Roaenrs: The books and Review have been sent. N
Janes Bregp; Give us your P, 0, address, and we will forward
you the books ordered,

RECEIPTS.
For Review and Herald.

Annexed to each receipt in the following list, is the Volume and Nume
ber of the REVIEW & HeErarp TO which the money receipted pays—
which should oorre:pond with tho Numbers on the Pastors. money for
"0 papor is not in due time acknowledged imwmedinte notice of the omis-
gion should then be given. .

$1.00 each. J 1 Trufant 3416, M M Scott 34-1, P Lightner
347, W H Wild 341, 8 M Avery 36-16. P Gay 3517 J Woolsey 34-8,
J N Sanders 34-17, 1 C Maitlen 3417, Wm Towner 34-17,J G Brown
351, M Van Dorn 3414, 8 D Barr 341, Ira Maxon 35-1,

$2.00 each, T Wilkins 35-16, H E Gavdner 35-1, J Russ 35-1,
8 Howland 3510, L Bean 35-1, A Beckwith 351, 0 Wood 3517, A
Miller 85-17, J G Whipple 36-1, Mary King 34-17, I'W Andrews 36-15,
Z Uyler 361, R Cochran 35-18, B Br&rpenle‘r 341, L D Ircland 341,
J L Milier 35-'8, P W Vanhouten 361, J G Vanhouten 35-16, Albert
Hore 3410, 7 Nicola'35-9 E Stark 85-1, 0 A Pnrchase 356, B A
Belknap 34-9, A Vansyoc 35-13, W J H’n&nm 35-14, M J Progser 35-1,

Miscellancous. Mra 8 Wells $3.25, 84- 5, Maggio Todd 1,50,
3518, R Lockwood 5 ¢, 30-1, C D Blakesloo 1,15, ;g. J Culver 50¢,
84-14, A Smith 50c. 34-14, L M Alexander 25¢c, 35-1, J Edson 3.00,
mg R F Barton 50c, 3418, 8 Manafield b0¢, 3518, 3 B Potter 3.00,

Advertisement, S0c.

For Review to the Poor.
Mra C F Knight $1.00,

Cash Received on Account,
Geo T Butler $25.00, John Matteson 28,00,

Michigan Conference Fund.
Church at Newton $25.00.

Books Bent by Mail.

Mary E Parker 2bc, A ra $1.00, J Gleason 180, Jas B Farrar
10¢, J Gulick ddc, B Thum 25¢, W E Chersebro 20¢, T L Gliber 25¢,
Martha Van Dorn 10c, C D Blakeslee 80c, C Miles 26c, Z Tyler 5003
R Cochran 84c, G W Taomas 7°c, W J York 6Sc, Frances Stricklan
25¢, Guo A Thom-s 80c, 8 B Hall 85¢, 0 8 Winslow 50¢, I, Hackett
25c, C R Austin 48¢, B ¥ Bradbary 100, J G Davis 50c, A Green 86c,
C Manwarivg 2.00.

Receipts for Benevolent Fund.
J H Rogers $65.00, E P Below 5,00, P Scarborough 5.00,




