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SHALL I BE THERE 7—REV. XV, 2.

Shall I be there in the ransomed throng ?

Shall I strike the harp and chant the song?

Shall I help to echo the glad refrain,
“@lory, glory to Him who was slain?"”

Shall I place my feet on that erystal sea?

Will those gates of pearl open wide for me? -

Shall I, 80 poor, s0 unworthy, stand

With the blood-washed throng in the heavenly Jand?

Will this trembling heart, 80 stained by sin
In that precious blood be washed and clean
Will Jesus accept me far his own,

When his joewels siand before tho throno?

‘Oh! shall T drink of the crystal fount?
Shall I stand on Zion’s hallowed mount ?
Shall I eat of the golden-fruited tree,
Whose leaves shall for life and healing be?

Oh! shall I be safe in those jasper walls,

When the threatened storm of vengeance fulls?
Shall I see the reward on the sinner bestowed,
But have a rightin the City of God?

Oh! let me make Jesus my refuge here;

Soon, soon will his sign in the heavens appear !
Oh! then may I find my worthless name
Graved in the lifo-book of the Lamb!

R. . BAER.

ON CONFESSION.

Tue Bible says much about confession. It makes
very positive promises to those who will confess and
forsake their sing. Thus we read in Prov. xxviii, 18,
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall find mercy.”
And John says, ““If we confess our sins he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all anrighteousness.” 1 John i, 9. Intheold dispen-
sation, confession was insisted on as a necessary pre-
liminary to forgiveness. When a man made an offer-
ing to God for his sing, he must confess-them over the
head of the animal. The oconfession was always ex-
pected. On the day of atonement the high priest con-
fessed all the sins of tbe people, over the head of
the scape-goat.

The idea of confession is reasonable as well as
soriptural; but it is very hard to the natural heart. It
seems slrange that & pergon ghould not be too proud
to do wrong, and yet be too proud to confess it. Yet
thousands are in that position. Not too proud to bring
guilt upon themselves; to grieve the God of love; to
bring ruin upon their souls; bui too proud to take
God’s appointed way to remove them. Why should it
be thought hard to confess our sins before our fellow-
men, which have been committed before them? Noth-
ing but wicked pride would hinder us from doing so—
a desire on our part to appear better than we really
are.

A confession may be defined as an acknowledgement
of wrong committed on the part of the person commit-
ting it. The first step after we are made acquainted
with our gin, should be to confess it. In most oases
the endeavor is, to cover it up. A frank confession.is
demanded of us, first to God. His word requires it.
The sin committed was mainly against him. Confes-
sion is the first, outward act by which the individual
shows to God, or man, that he is conscious of having
done wrong. An unwillingness to mako it, manifests
a desire to receive pardon for something that we are
not willing to admit we are guilty of.

Confession is the first’ step by which we ‘manifest a
sorrow for sin. When we pursue a course of conduct
contrary Lo the will of God, our Creator, or wound his
cause, and thus stand in the way of the salvation of
others, or injure our fellow-men in any way, it is nec-
essary before we can gain (od’'s approbation, and be
on the road to salvation ourselves, that we should real-
ize it, and fecl it. The first way we can manifest this
is through confession to tho party grieved by our
course. This always includes God, as every sin:is
against him, and often ifdcludes our fellow-men. We
may wrong them pecuniarily. Of course restitution
must be made, and will be made, if wo are {ruly peni-
tent; and we shall desire to restore what we have got-
ten wrongfully, to the rightfal owner. We shall not
desire to have it in our hands, in the day of Judg-
ment, to sink us to perdition, as it surely will, if we
persist in keoping that which we know belongs to an-
other, ‘ )

We may wrong others by our cvil example. Exam-
pleis powerful. Its influence can scarcely be realized.
The great mass of mankind live by the influence and
example of others. This is the foundation of custom
and fashion, which we all know is mighty. It is the
duty of every person to live so that his influence will be
salutary and right. When we become aware that onrs |
has been injurious to others, the first step is confes-'
sion. Reason and Scripture say so. Itis due to those
who have been injured, private persons, or the com-
munity. If we propose to cease to do wrong and
commence to do right, if we realize the iniquity of
our past course, is it not right, and a duty, that we
should say so to those who know what that course has
been? Most certainly, and the Soriptures make it
obligatory, and make forgiveness contingent upon it.

Why should it be thought a hardship? It seems to
strengthen us as we iry to carry out our resolutions
of amendment, and closes up the avenues of approach
to the enemy. It should be esteemed a privilege to
confess, and would be, but for wicked pride, and a
cunning adversary, as it is God’'s appointed way by
which to remove that wrong, the condition of pardon
being to acknowledge and forsake. Both are necessary;
and wo have no right to say one is good for anything
without the other. We should esteem it a privilege to
confess, and then remove as far as we can the effect
of our example upon those liable to be injured by it,
and not pass aleng in silence while the inevitable con-
clusion of observers would be, that we approved of
our wrong course in the past. Confessiou sets us
right in our words, and reformation, in our actions, and
both should always be in harmony. We shall be

judged by our words and actions, The words precede,

the aotions should follow to show them true. The
same as in the commencement of a religious life: the
profession comes first; the religious life should follow
to show the profession genuine. - Both are required.

When a man has sinned, how reaspnable that he
should go with an honest and sincere heart to the party
against whom he has offended, to God and man, and,
80 far as words can do it, take it out of the way; then,
by a changed life, manifest his sincerity therein. It
is astonishing that this can be considercd a hardship.
A dgsire to have people think we aro. beiter than we
are, hinders many of us from doing it. )

If this were not so serious a subject it would be al-
most amusing to sce the dodges a;i(l turns people take
to excuse themselves from making & square statement
of their own fault or sin. Ifow mahy we hear in
meeting or in church trials: ¢If I have done anything
wrong, or injure the feelings of anybody, I am sorry
for it, and I want you to forgive me.” That little
word, if, becomes very important in the confession. It
is very small, only composed of two lctters, but it is
large enough for self, pride, aud a sin-polluted con-
solenco, to dodge Yehind, and soreen thomselves.  What ~
is the use of suéh confessions?- I have heard g0 many
of them that I have become sick, even to nausea, at
hearing them. After laborjog long and hard to make
people see their wrongs, the anxiety of all wrought up
to the utmost for the good of the individual, it seems
almost insulting to have the person get np and shicld
himself behind an if. It looks like trying to get credit
for a confession where none was made. The if spoils
it. It becomes no confession al all. That little word
covers the very point desirable to be brought out in a
confession, viz., whether there was any sin committed
atall. Ifthere were, how much morc manly and sensi-
ble to say so, plainly. How much more respect would
a person command in the eyes of all sensible people
than to leave it in such a ghape. If there were no
sin committed, why insalt the common sense of the
hearer by pretending to make a confession, and really
not doing it. Better keep still; than appear to confess
with an if. ’

Another very iroublesome habit often seen in at-
templed confessions, al the present time, i the en-
deavor to bring in all the mitigating circumstances and
excuses that oan be thought up that have the least re-
lation to the subject, and many that have none; so
that the statement intended for a confession really be-
comes a full justification, and therefore no confession
at all. Tt is the effort of poor self, covered with sin
and pollution, to make itself appear all right after all. .
Confession is an acknowledgment of wrong commitied.
Now if a long list of circumstances, brought in to jus-
tify, amounts to anything, it shows that no confession
is needed, and if they do not amount to u.ny'thing, they
certainly are out of place. So, in either oase, they

should be left out. .
Yes, it is worthy of being remembered that excuses,

and the why we did go-and-so, are entirely out of place
in a confession. They are ouly presented before our
minds at the time by tho devil, aud seized on by us to
keep poor self from the death it must die if we ever
get into the kingdom of God. We need not fear about
the extenuating circumstances; God has nowhere com-
manded us to talk about them. He will make all the
allowance they deserve. But he has told us to confess
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our faults one to andther. Let us be sure to do that,
There is no danger about the other,

Another common habit with those who have confes-
sions to make, is to bring in just as many as possible to
keep them company. It is gemerally the case whero
there is a'trial or difficulty, that more than one is at
fault, and when churches are c¢old and backslidden,
many are fo blame, and sometimes the wrong course
of another may lead 18 to sin. But when we confess,
we have nothing to do with the sin others have com-
mitted. That don’t help us any, nor answer for the
one we have committed. Our confession is but to ac-
knowledge our fault, and crave forgiveness for the same,
and leave it for others to do the same with theirs. I
consider it decidedly out of place to refer in our con-
fossions fo the others who have sinned, especially if
they have sinned against ourselves, That course will
never heal difficulties or trials between ourselves and
others—to refer to them and say, if they had not done
so-and-so, I should not have done so-and-so. We
have nothing to do in confessing their sin for them.
Their sin was a hnndred times more against God than
againet uws, and it will in nowise clear us. We are,
however, especially inferested in having our sins con-
fesgod before the Judgment shall ¢it npon our cases.
That must be done, or we are lost. Whenever a per-
son will follow this course in a complicated church
diffinlty, it will straighten one of the tangled threads,
and have a great moral influence in helping others
to straighten theirs. This desire to bring in others
into our confessions, all arises from the tenacity of life
there is in the old man of sin. Self hates to die, and
if he can shoulder quite a portion of the guilt off upon
others, he has to take so much less himself, and how he
struggles to do it.

Another point that looks objectionable in confessions,
is winding up with an exhortation. An exbortation is
an excellent thing in its place. It is well to exhort
our brethren and sisters to faithfulness and persever-
ance, to speak of the glorious reward, the joys of
Heaven, the golden ecity, the sociely of angels, the

- plan of-salvation, and many other interesting themes;
but somehow they always seemed to me out of placein
a confession of sin. The spirit of confession and ex-
hortation hardly seem akin to one another. When we
have wrongs to confess, calling for sincere contrition,
and heart-felt penitence, and a broken spirit, a lively
exhortation don’t seem to harmonize well with it, and
the time to call upon the brethren to aronse and be
more earnest for God, hardly seems to be when we are
standing in the attitude of a wrong-doer craving for-
giveness for our sins. We are hardly standing then
in the proper position to exhort or encourage others.
Many poor souls do n’t realize it,"of course ; butitisonly
the effort of poor self to have the blame rest as lightly
a8 possible upon it, and have the attention of the ob-
server drawn away to & more pleasing subject, and
thus prolong life as long as possible. Self hates to die.
Self hates to be blamed, When shall we all realize it ?

A confession of words, with no real sorrow for sin
in it, of course is entirely useless, and even hateful in
the sight of God. But a confession coming from a
broken, contrite heart, diregt, straight to the point,
covering our own sins with no excuses, or self-justifi-
cation in it, is & mighty means of grace to ourselves
and. to others. There is rejoicing in Heaven at the

~ sound. Angels rejoice. It is cortsin to bring the ten-

der Spirit of God in return. The strong man bends
before it. Enemies are made friends by it. In short,

it is not in the heart of man to stand before snch a

oonfession, and hold @ grudge or feeling of animosity.

Every sensible man can bnt respoct that person who,

when convinced of wrong, makes a humble confession
of it. It is a work of honesty, and true manhood:

Nomne but fools think otherwise.

Every true confession will be followed up by an of-
fort to reform. The heartier the confession, the more
earnest the effort. ‘‘He that confesseth and forsaketh
shall find mercy.” Gro. I Burizn,

Rexemser that self-interest is more likely to warp
your judgment than all other circumstances combined ;
therefore look well to your dnty when your interest is
eoncerned.

THE WORLD ON FIRE.

—

Wanie “the bow in the cloud in the day of rain”
is the sure pledge of Jehovah's covenant with Noah
that ‘“the waters shall no more become a flood to
destroy all flesh,” the ory of ‘“ Fire” has rung along
the ages from the days of Moses till the present time.
God said by Israel's lawgiver: A flre is kindled in
mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and
shall consume the earth with her increase, and set on
fire the foundations of the mountains’ ( Deut, xxxii,
22), and Peter, fifteen centuries later, but echoed the
strain when he said: “But the heavens and the earth
which are how, by the same word [of God which
brought the flood] are kept in store, reserved unto fire
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly
men.” 2 Pet. iii, 7. The fire, of which the apostle
here speaks, must be as literal as the water of the
Noahio flood mentioned in the preceding verse. Con-
sistency of interpretation requires that if we allegorize
the ““flre” of verse 7, we must do the same with the
“water” of verse 6, and thus the flood becomes a
fable, and the fire a phantom. - But we have not so
learned to set aside the plain, simple utterances of the
Holy Spirit, whether made through the shepherd of
Midiau, or the flsherman of Galilee; and notwith-
standing the world has been longer now without a
visible manifestation of Deity than ever before, and
the scoffer in his pride and prosperity may tauntingly
inquire, ““Where is the promise of his coming *” our
faith grasps the announcements respecting the day
that shall be ‘revealed hy fire” (1 Cor. iii, 18; 2
Thess. i, 7, 8), and we confidently expect that * the
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in
the which the [atmospheric] heavens shall pass away
with & great noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are
therein shall be burned up.” .

What a day that will be! A stately building wrap-
ped in flames amid the silence and darkness of the
night, with some of the inmates unable to escape, or a
ship on flre at sea, with passengers left to choose be-
tween the fiery billows and a watery grave, must be
terrific sights; but what is a burning building or ves-
sel to a burning world? what the perishing of a fow,
to ¢ the perdition of ungodly men” in the day of Judg-
ment? Yet as sure as the Bible is the book of God,
that day comes on apace when there will be seen *‘our
God in granduer, and our world on fire.”

Follow Christian, say not that this subject is specula-
tive and unworthy of serious consideration, Thatit is
a fearful one to contemplate, we admit; and that there
are things ccnnected with it respecting which we now
see a8 ‘““through o glass darkly,” is undeniable; but
the truth that there will be a dissolution of the heav-
ens and earth by flre, is announced on the pages of

inspiration in the simplest terms, and so thoroughly

practical is it that the apostle inquires, *‘Seeing then
that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness, looking for and hasting uuto the coming of
the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fer-
vent heat?” Oh, if we did but believe as we should in
the flery doom that awaits the world, what effect it
would have on our thoughts, words, epirit, plans, and
actions.. How much less importance would we attach
to earth’s glitter'and’'glory! How its granduer would
fade before us, and its treasures sink into insignifi-
cance!

Reader, are you insured? As a man of business
you attach importance to having your property in-
sured against losses by fire. . You seck the best com-
pany-—the most reliable association, and take the
necessary steps to obtain a policy. Why not act with
equal wisdom. iu relation to the 'great futnre of eter-
nity? God has given notice beforehand of what he
intends to do. The land on which your house stands,
or which constitutes your farm, is destined to the fiery
flames ; sooner or later it will share in the general
dissolution, Whether you live to see that time or not,
your interests will be affected by the day of doom. If
you are among the wicked, you will be forever cut off
from the earth; butif you are a child of God, you are
insured against loss or damage, as Wesley expresses it,

““Nothing has the just to lose

By worlds on worlds destroyed :
Far bencath his feet hie views

With smiles the flaming veid,—
Sees the universe renewed,

The grand millennial reign begun,
Shouts with all the sons of God

Around the eternal throne,”

Seek, then, an interest in Christ, and though your
body may be burned—like the martyr's at the stake,
and this mighty globe tremble and fall amid the fires
of the day of God, yet are you secure: beyond the
weakness and corruption of death will be found tho
glory of the resurrection, beyond the sorrow and sigh-
ing of time, the joy and praise of eternity,—beyond
the losses of this life for Christ’s sake, the inflnite
gain of the life to come,-~beyond the fiery storm of the
millennial morning, the calm and sunshine of Imman-
uel’s land, the renewed earth. Oh! impenitent reader;
haste to the Savionr by faith and prayer, and ¢ give
glory to the Lord your God, before he cause darkness,
and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains,
and while you look for light, he turn it into the shadow
of death, and make it gross darkness.”—Advent Her-
ald. .

A BELIEVER’S ESTIMATE OF THE BIBLE.

“Thy word Is power—thy word is life."‘

I rove the Bible. As the storehouse of religious
knowledge; as the instrument of ministerial useful-
ness; as the test of Christian experience; as the .
guide of social order, and guardian of civil froodom;
as the only sure barrier against the desolating inroads
of fanaticism, Socinianism, and atheism ; as the friend
of the people, irrespective of condition or class; and
ag the “world’s best hope,” I love the Bible. I love
its testimonies, for their truthfulness and moral grand-
eur. I love its arguments, for their fairness and co-
gency. Ilove its invitations, for their condescension
and freoness; I love its promises, for their appropri-
ateness, vastness, and certainty. I love ils prayers,
as models of fllial freedom and believing reverence.
I love its songs, for their solemn gladness and their
godly bearing. I love its precepts, for their equity
and chasteness, their accordance with the principles of
grace, their affinity with the promises, and their appli-
cability o the vicissitudes of my heavenward pilgrin-
age. Ilove it for its Author and authority; for the
evils it rebukes and removes; for the good it does and
designs; for the goodness it reveals and requires; for
the fellowship it creates, and the friendship it sanecti-
fies and cements; for the happiness it diffuses, and
the prospects it unfolds. Ilove it asa record, & memo-
rial, a standard, a treasure, a companion, and a guide.
As a law book, it is the cheapest and safest; as a
prayer book it is full and infallible; as & hymn book,
alike faultless are its theology, poetry, spirit, and
style; and as a school book, it surpasses every other
for fixing the attention, feeding thought, controlling
the imagination, informing the judgment, fraining
the conscience, educing the superior affections of the
heart, and in every respect fitting for society. There-
fore. I love it in the study, the pulpit, and the pew; in
the counting-house and the workshop; in the garden
and the field; in the sitting-room and the bed-cham-
ber; in the railway-carriage and the steamboat; in
the morning and the evening; in sickness and in
health. In every case and place, be it near me for
reading or hearing, for counsel or comfort.

Becauge of itg divine origin and originality, it is the
best of books; and in religion is the sole authority,
infallible and absolute. It needs notf, and will not
sanction a’companion volume, as being equally with
itself a test of truth, or rule of practice. To ¢ the Bi-
ble, the Bible only,” every one who would learn *the
good and the right way,” must apply his mind and
yield his conscience. IIe must resort to it, not to ob-
tain support to opinions previously adopted, but to re-
oeive meckly, unreservedly, and unhesitatingly, what-~
ever is really taught therein. ¢ For instruction, for
conviction, for reformation (or restoration), and for
education in righteonsness,” the Scriptures ¢ given by
the inspiration of God” are “profltable” and suffi-
cient. No tenet is trne, no principles are sound,
no motives are pure, no conduct is correct, no
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hope is well founded, no precepts are binding, no
ordinances, rites, or ceremonies, are becoming, and no
worship is acceptable, except in harmony with this sa-
cred volume. It alone is the standard of morals and
presoriber of piety. Itisnola book of science; yet
every soience is false that is contradictory to it. It is
not a book of politics; yet all politics which are ad-
verse to its principles areunjust and mjschievous. It
is a book for time, to guide through it; a book for
earth, to lift above it; a book for society, to regener-
ate and elevate it. It is a book for man, in relation
to man his brother—and for man the sinner, in rela-
tion to *God the Saviour.” It is ¢the book of Jeho-
vah,” beoause it, and it only, teaches us of the one
eternal Being, who of himself aloneis immutably ex-
istent; who in himself alone is absolute perfeotion;
who is the first cause of all things good, and the end
of all things, both in the way of terminating what is
to be concluded, and of consummating what is to beeom-
pleied. 1t is “the word of Christ,”” because ¢ the
testimony of Jesus;” the God-man Mediator, the ap-
pointed Redeemer of sinners and Lord of saints, is its
alpha and omega—beginning and end. It is “the
word of truth,” because its records arve facts, its gifts
are substantialities, its requirements are righteous-
ness, and its predictions and promises are but antici-
pations of Providence, which, without exception, in
due time and order, become verities. It is a book of
purposes, nol experiments; of realities, not fancies;
and of positivities, not possibilities. It is “the book
of the law,” because it admits of no appeal from its
decision. _

No other hook i3 8o wide in its range, so lofty in its
aim, so benevolent in its spirit, 8o dignified in it char-
acter, and so happy in its influence. Iis dopth is the
mystery of truth; its hight is the splendor of purity;
its mission is the mercy of love; its course is the
path of wisdom ; its sphere is the world of fallen man-
kind, and iis end is the glory of God. It is, therefore,
and it only is, of universal utility. The philospher,
by the study of it, may extend his knowledge of the
laws of matter and the properties of mind; the slates-
man may learn from it, preoedents and principles ap-
plicable to national government; the poet may find in
it, inspiring aids to his noblest conceptions; the painter
may depict from it scenes of loftiest grandeur and ho-
liest awe, and portraits of goodness and beauty afford-
ing the fullest scope to his arlistic genius; while the
ploughboy and ‘“the maid behind the will”’ may, by
means of it, learn the most exalted lessons, and attain
unto the divinest skill.

Whoever is humbly led by it, is safely led to Heaveu.
It confounds the conceited, baflles the speculative, re-
bukes the proud, frowns upon the formal, denounces
the ungenerous, dooms the profiigate and the impeni-
tent, smiles upon the meek and self-denying, assures
the fearingly contrite, aud refreshes the way-worn fol-
lower of Christ with living water from -the crystal
fountain of eternal love. Like all the works of God,

his word is diversified and harmonious, slain and pro-
found, simple and sublime, suitable and serviceable.
It containg the developments of the eternal will, the
thunderings of righteous and reasonable wrath, the
benefactions of unmerited favor, the rebukes of fa-
therly fidelity, the beauties of holiness, the glowings
of love, the oounsels of wisdom, end the index of fu-
tarity. By it, faith unto gratuilous salvation is au-
thorized, penilence is evoked, prayer is instructed,
hope is uplifted, love is attracted, obedience is guided,
aﬂl‘i)oﬁon is irradiated, zeal is animated, praise is in-
gpired, and death is conquered. It is the dissecter of
the human heart, the charter of the Christian church,
the specular of the Deity, and the tolosco%e of eternity.
This is the book—the one book of my heart. < Oh,
how I love thy law,” Father of lights and God of
truth! <« The law of thy mouth is better unto me
than thousands of gold and silver.”

“Dear to my soul the ‘truth and grace’
Unfolded in this book;
Grant, Lord, the beamings of thy face,
When through its leaves I look.

“From Christ that I may not depart,
Nor yield to sin or sense,
Engrave thy word upon my heart,
y gracious influence,

“In every trouble let me find
Thy wise directions bless ;
Let truth support and cheer my mind,
When sore afflictions press.’
—Shining Light.

WHAT 18 THE PROMISED LIFE?

Wu answer, life, simply life, that which we all un-
derstand by the word in its primary signification ; that
which is the foundation of all enjoyment, and without
which, there is no conscious happiness. This contin-
ued efernally, is eternal life. ¢ And this is the prom-
ise that he hath promised us, even elernal life.”” 1
John. ii, 25. ’ :

But our friends of the contrary faith tell us the soul
is naturally immortal; that all men are sure of eter-
pal life, in ils first sense, that is, of eternal, conscious
existence; and, therefore, the life that is promised to
a class is not life in its firet seuse, but happiness.  Say
they, It is a Aappy existence, & glorious immortality.
This they hold is the ¢ eternal life” which is < the gift
of God.”

We have no doubt but that life will be happy and
glorious, though the Seriptures do not qualify life and
immortality with these, or any like terms; bul we are
expressly told that there shall be no sorrow, pain, or
ourse, iu the world to come.” Then all that are there
will be blessed, or happy.

But when is the gift of eternal life given? Nol in
this world, but in the world to come. ¢ e shall re-
ceive an hundred fold now in this time, . . . and in
the world to come eternal life.” Mark x, 80. The
giving of “the crown of life” is consequent upon
faithfulness “uato death,” Rev. ii, 10, therefore, it
is not given dnring the present life. *When he is
tried, he shall receive the crown of life.”” James i, 12.
The period of trial is the present life; hence, the crown
pertains to the life to come. ‘

It is evident to every Bible reader that the ¢“crown
of life,” the “crown of glory,” and the ‘“crown of
righteousness,” are identical—that these are three
expressions to signify the same thing. The victors
are crowned after the battle is fought and the victory
won. When is the crown given? Not in the present
life, as we have shown. Not at death, the end of this
life. Nol belween death and the second coming of
Christ—¢the day of Christ,” ¢ the day of the Lord”
—the time when the dead shall be raised, when ¢ the
Lord himself shall descend from Heaven,” ¢ the trump
of God” shall sound, and “the dead in Christ shall
rise.” In proof of this, we refer to the Scriptures.
¢ When the chief Shepherd [Christ] shall appear, ye
shall receive & crown of glory.” 1 Pet. v, 4. ¢ Hence-
forth [from the time when the confiict is ended and
the course is finished,] there is laid up for me [not
given] a orown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”
2 Tim. iv, 6-8. The reference to the Lord, as “the
righteous Judge,” shows that the Judgment sets, and
these crowns are awarded by it. The Judgment de-
cides who shall receive the crowns; then they are
given: ‘‘That day” is-¢‘the day of the Lord,” the
time of ¢ his appearing.” The crown is given when
the chief Shepherd appears.- Immortality is given at
the last trump, when the dead are raised. Then death
is swallowed up in victory by Christ, at his coming,
and the resurrection. See 1 Cor. xv, 51-54.

This is the one, harmonious, seriptural answer to the
question, When is the promised life given? Hence,
the.promised life is a literal life—a living again from
the dead. Life departs at death; it is given again at
the resurrection. - The resurrection life continued is
eternal life. When the saints that ““sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake,” they awake “lo everlasting
life.”” Dan. xii, 2. The wicked awake, but not to live
forever. “The wages of sin is death,” while ‘“the
gift of God is eternal life.” The wicked do really live
again by a resurrection from the dead, else there would
be no **gecond death.”” When the righteous come forth

-] from their graves, it is “to the resurrection of life”’—

they “awake to overlasting life.” But when the
wicked come forth, it is ¢ to the resurrection of dam-
nation,”—they are damned, that is, condemned, to

the second death. )
To oppose to this view the text, ¢ He that hath the

Son hath life,” to prove that eternal life is given'at
conversion, is like the Romanist contending for ¢ the
«real presence” in the sacrament, from the text,
«This is my body.” - The believer, in the present

life, has eternal life in a sense similar to that in which
he is said to have Christ. He has Christ by faith.
“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ;” and
by his Spirit, the pledge of his future inheritance with
Christ.* So he has eternal life by faith—faith in the
sure promise of him that hath ¢ promised us® “etor-
nal life.” Co

In the light of the above scriptures, let us analyze
the opposing view—that the promised life is not literal
life (a life which they say a2 have, and will have eter-
nally), but happiness. We have proved that the prom-
ised life is given at the resurrection. It is not giveu
before. Therefore, if that life is a ¢spiritual life,”
that is, happiness, the ‘ deathless spirit” will have to
wait for its happiness till the resnrrection of the body.
To wait, in conscious existence, withont happiness, some

‘| hundreds or thousands of years before it is received,

would seem as gloomy, to some minds, as it would be to
wait in unconsciousness the same length of time, for
literal life and conciousness to be restored. Again,
our opposing friends make the soul, or spirit, independ-
ent of the body for its life and enjoyment; and yet it
must wait for its life—spiritual enjoyment, happiness
—till the decayed body.is brought again from the
dust. The Scriptures certainly do make the body of
some importauce, inasmuch as they always locate the
man, whether dead or alive, in the place where his
body is. . * R. F. CorTrELL.

LOOK UP.

WuHAT a blessed thought, when bardened with sor-
row and cares, that we have the privelege of lookiug
up to onr Father in Heaven for consolation, who “giv-
oth liberally, and upbraideth not.” And if led to
doubt our acceptance with God, let us remember that
the precious blood of our Saviour was shed for our sal-
vation, and be willing to humble ourselves at the foot
of the cross. Then, by confessing our sing and put-’
ting them away, we can by faith look up and be healed,
even as the children of Israel looked up to the brazen
serpent in the wilderness, and were healed of the bite.r

Oh! why will so many cling to the vanities of this
life, and look down to this world of sin for happiness ?
Had we not better, like Paul, take pleasure here in in-
firmities, reproaches, persecutions, in distresses for
Christ's sake, and look up to those mansions which
Jesus is proparing for the fdithful few? Look up to
that blessed Saviour who will have compassion on us
when earthly friends forsake ! Look up to our God,
who has promised to be our Father? What greater
love can we ask than he has bestowed, to allow us,
poor, erring mortals, to call the creator of the heavens
and the earth ¢ Our Father.”

Yes, lot us, though ¢ friends may hate and foes may
scorn,” look away from this world that is groaning
under its weight of sin, and look up, knowing that
our redemption draweth nigh, notwithslanding we

"hear the sooffers declare that ¢ old mother earth siill

continues on,” while they are saying in their hearts,
““ Where is the promise of His coming,” and, ‘“My
Lord delayeth.” The tarrying time will soon close.
Oh! bright and glorious hope to the ridiculed and
faithful waiting ones, to whom he will appear the
¢““gecond time without sin unto salvation,”

Then let us search out our sins, and strive earnestly
to overcome, and so live that the blood of souls may
not be found on our garments. Then with confidence
we can look up until we see him coming in the clouds
of heaven, and be able to say, Thig is our God, and
he will save us. Then when the so-called mighty ones’
of this earth are covered with shame, and are over-
whelmed with the general destrueffon which is the re-

-ward of evil-doers, the poor despised pilgrim will be

caught up to meet their Lord, and be clothed with the

white robes of righteousness, and receive the approval

of him who then shall reign King of kings, and be en-

abled to sing the song of deliverance. Oh! then, let

us live for this until the day dawn, and we shall see

our Lord in his beauty. Mgzs. Mixa Purvo.
Montealm Co,, Mich,

*Zee Eph. 1, 11-14, where it 1s sald we have “ oBrAINED an inherit.
ance,” while the text shows that we have it only.-by the “holy
Bplrh of PROMISE, which 18 the earnest [pledge) of our inheritance,”
until the time comes when wo enteg into the “ possession.”
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“Sanotify them through thy Pruth ; thy Word is Truth.”

Barrie Crerk, Mios., Trirp-Day, Serr. 21, 1869,

J, N. ANDREWS, EDITOR.

«THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN LONG DEAD.”

«For the eneray hath persecuted my soul; he hath
smitten my life down to the ground ; he hath made me
to dwell in darkness, as those that have been long

dead.” Ps. oxliii, 3.

#“He¢ hath set me in dark places, a8 !hey that be
dead of 6ld.” Lam. iii, 6.

These statements are worthy of more zbsn a mere
pnaslngnotwa “Thoso that have been long dead,” or
«dend of old,” have certainly reached the condition
of happiness or misery which the dead inherit while
they remain under the power of death. * And what do
these sacred writerssay of them? Thatsomearéin the
presence of God in Heaven in the light of hie counte-
natice ; and that others are in hell fire? They say
nothing of this kind, They speak of the dead, irre-
spective of moral character, that they «“dwell in dark-
ness,” and that they are ““in dark places.” Such was
the view of David and of Jeremiah; or, rather, suéh
is the testimony which the Spirit of God inspired them
to bear.

And David’s case furnishes a good illustration of the
truth which he has thus declared. When he had
¢ been long dead,” even one thousand years after his
decease, the apostles, Peter and Paul, speak thus of
him.

1. Peter’s testimony concerning David. Aects ii, 29,
84: ¢ Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you
of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his sepulcher is with us unto this day. . . ..
For David is not ascended into the Heavens; but he
saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou
on my right hand.” Was not cne thousand years long
time enough te reach Heaven if he could arrive: ‘there

wlule dead?
2. Panl's testimony concerning David. Acts xiii,

86: ¢ For David, after he had served his own genera-
tion, by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid
unto his fathers, and saw corruption.” So Paul adds
to Peler’s testimony that David had not ascended to
Heaven, thefurther staterient that he is now asleep.
David kbew that he should thus sleep, but hie looked
beyond that sleep to the moment of waking. Thus he
says, Ps. xvii, 15, “As for me, I will behold thy
face in righteonsness, I'shall be satisfied whenl awake

with thy likeness.”
It is a precious thought that the moment of this

awakening {s now at haud. Tothe sleepers, the stateof

death will be ouly a blang, an imperceptible atom of |
time. When they awake in glorious immortality they |

shall behold the -Son of God and be like him; and
thénceforward ever be with him,

THE FIRE PREPARED FOR BATAN’ AND HIS
ANGELS,

—_—

Tuis fire is referred to many times in the Bible.
Rather, it is spoken of in connection with these wicked
beings in quite a large number of passages.

There ¢an be no reasonable doubt that the person~
age described in Eze. xxviii, called the anointed cherub,
whose covering wasthe sardiuns, topaz, and thediamond,
. and who had walked up and down in the midst of the

stones of fire, and who was perfeet in hiz ways from
the day thatho was crated till iniquity was found in
him, is none other than Satan. Yet it is said that the
fire shall devour him and bring him to ashes upon the
tenrth in the sight of all them that behold him.

Again, TR KIxg for whom Tophet is ordained of
;old, whose plle is fire and much wood, a fuel, which
shall be kindled by the breath of the Lord as a stream
of brimstope, this king must be Satan himself. Isa.
xxxi, 33. And thus also in Isa. xxvi, 11, when it is
said that the fire of God's enemies shall devour the
wicked, it is evident that allnsion is made to the faot
that the wicked are to-be: punished in- fire originally
prepared for the-devil angd his angels.

Indeed, the ninteenth chapter of Revelation plainly
teaches that the lake of fire, where the devil is to be
punighed, is also to be shared with him by all those
whose names are not found written in the book of life.

And this great truth is also announced by our Lord
in Matt. xxv, 41, where he says to those on the left
hand, ¢ Depart from me, ye curged, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.”

And now, may not this fact, that the wicked shall
be punished in the fire that is to devour the evil an-
gels, be referred to when it is said of certain apostates,
There remaineth no more sacrifice for sin (in their
cases), ‘‘but a certain fearful looking for of judgment
and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversa-
ries®”’ Heb. x, 27. Is it not the idea that they must
inevitably share the devonring fire with these adversa-
rics? .

FEAR GOD AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS.

——

Tuis is the closing exhortation of the book of Eccle-
siastes. Two reasons are assigned: 1. *This is the
whole duty of man.” 2. ¢“@od shall bring every work
into Judgment.” Those who have discharged their
duty faithfully will pass its fearful scrutiny, and all
others will be pronounced unprofitable servants.

“The fear of the Lord,” says the Psalmist, ““is the
'begiuning of wisdom.” Ps. exi, 10. How expressive
this declaration. Many men renowned for their great
knowlédge never had one particle of true wisdom.
They were either of that olass who say in their hearts,
¢There is no God;” or of that othex class who do not
deny his existence, but who say to him, ¢ Depart from
us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways.”
Ps. xiv, 1; Job xxi, 14. How will such men, falsely
called great, discover in the day of Judgment that they
were great only in folly and self-conceit? That they
wasted their lives in the pursuit of vain ambition, and
negleoted the one thing needful. The very first ele-
ment of wisdom, the fear of God, never existed in their
minds.

But the beginning of wigdom is not all that we may
possess of it. Wisdom beglus in the fear of God. It
does not ever cease to extend and inerease with those
whe follow on to knowthie Lord. And so the Psalmist
adds: “A good understanding have all they that do
his comivandments.” So wisdom really consists in
fearing God, and keeping his commandments. Those
who act thus have not only the béginning of wisdom,
but they have a good understanding. They not only
fear God, but they also love him. Love ig but another
neme for obedience to the law of God. The wise man
obeys God in everything; but fools go astray in the
greatness of their folly.

' BRIEF THOUGHTS CONCERNING LIFE AND
*  DEATH.

—_—

IT BHALL BRUISE THY H¥AD, AND THOU SHALT
BRUISE HIS HERL. GEN. 1Y, 15,

Tnrs is the first prophecy in the Bible, aud it con-
tains within itself all other prophecies. It involves
the events of the first advent, and those of the second.
1t reolates to Christ's humiliation and his triumph, and
to the final overthrow of the devil.

The serpent is-the great foe of God and man. It ia
in allusion to this very scxipture, that Satan ig called,
in Rev. xx, the old serpent, the devil. The New Test-
ament gives this text a very simple form, so that the
real idea canmot be misunderstood. Thus Paul says
to the Romans (chap. xvi, 20), *“ And the very God of
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.”
Stating the same fact with even clearer reference to the
means ef its accomplishment, he-says (Heb. ii, 14),
““Forasmuch then -as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of
the same ; that through death ho might destroy him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil.” And John
says (1 Joha iii,8), *For this purpose the Som of God
was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the
deyil,™

These texts are but New Testament versions of Gen.
iii, 15. It is plain that the serpent is no other than
Satan. It is equally: plain that the seed of the woman
is the Son :of :God. The contest between these two

mighty combatants is expressed in the text, by the
terms, ¢ It shall bruise thy head,” *Thou shall bruise
his heel.” In other words, Christ must die upon the
cross; Satan must be utterly destroyed in the furnace
of fire. ¢Through death” the Son of God is able to
destroy the devil..

How costly is redemption! Satan and all evil doers
might have been destroyed without one pang of suffer-
ing to the Son of God. But if he would open a way
of escape to lost man, and buy back for him his for-
feited inheritance, the Son of God must die. Let us
thank God that this infinite sacrifice was not with-
holden. And let us tremble lest sin be found upon us,
g0 that we share with Satan in his terrible destrne-
tion.

THRE NUMBRR OF THE FAMILY OF MAN.

God designed that the earth shonld be peopled with
a race of holy beings. Had man never sinned, and
the earth never been cursed of God, it would have
been replenished with the family of Adam, and then
a further multiplication of men would no doubt have
ceased.

Sin has entered our world.and brought the curse of
God. But the God of Heaven has not relinquished his
design respecting the earth. He will create it -anew
at the close of the day of Judgment, and make it the
oternal abode of immortal beings. The nunober of the
saved will be sufficient to people the earth as God de-
signed it to be peopled at the first. His purpose will
not be frustrated. But the human family will, in con-
geqnence of the fall, consist of just as many more per-
sons than it otherwise would, as the whole number of
the wicked. They will haye lived in vain.

THE OFFER OF BALVATION TO ALL.

The wicked are to the righteous, as the tares, and
chaff, and stubble, to the wheat. They are either of
no value, or of positive evil. They must feel the de-
vouring fire. But though 5o many human beings live in
vaib, it is not beoause God has had no thoughts of
mercy toward them. God has purposed to secure out
of the family of man, a sufficient number to people the
new earth. Donbtless this will be jnst the number
that would have been required to people the earth
had Adam never sinned.

With God is no injustice. He does not save some
by irresistible power, and damn others in spite of all
their efforts to secure salvation. He offers salvation
to all mankind. He began with the first generation
to make this offer. He has continued the offer to each
successive generation. A few in every age have ac-
cepted, but the greater part have refused, the offer,
Had all of each generation received the gracious gift
of God, the number of the saved had soon been made
up, and the work would have thus been brought to a
close. DBut as the most of every generation have
counted themselves nnworthy of eternal life, the num-
ber has not been made up, and the offer has passed to
the next generation, and the next, and so to us. With
God is no injustice. He has given every one & chance
to be saved. The righteous will indeed cwe their sal-
vation to God, but the wicked will be damned simply
because they would not be saved.

¥YE SHALL BE AS GODS.

Sin promises great advantage to those who will
yield to its seductions. This is what Paul means by
the deceitfulness of sin. Satan told Eve that she should
not die though she should disobey God. On the ¢on-
trary, it wonld bring her great advantage. She should
become & god herself. She was then a little lower
than the augels. By disobeying God she was to be-
come elevated to the rank of a divine being. She
made the fatal mistake to believe Satan and dishelieve
God. Bui she found to her cost that death was a ter-
rible reality, and that sin had power tc nbase, but
none to elevaie. She found death, not to be a ‘trans-
lation to the rank of gods, but an shasement to the
dust of the earth. But Satan’slie has found ready be-
lief by the world- of mankind. Even to-day death is
not estecemed & reality, but an oievnuon to a higher
mode of existence.

DEATHE AS AN BLEVATED FORN OF LIFR.
To Eve Satan promised, *Ye shall not surely die. .
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. « Yeshall be aé gods.” The heathen gods are deified
dead men. What Satan promised Eve has been es-
teemed a reality by the heathen world. Their gods
are almost all of them men distinguished for their
orimes, who, having at last tasted death, became thereby
elevated to a higher life, and were constituted gods.

The gods of the Moabites were deified dead men.
Num. xxv, 2, 3; Ps. ovi, 28, And Antiochus Eupator
the son of Antiochus Epiphanes, speaks thus of the
death of his father, ““OUR FATHER IS TRANSLATED TO
rHE gops.” 2 Mae. xi, 23. If this be true, then
death is indeed e higher life. But how inconsistent
such a view, with the fact that it is the penalty of vio-
lated law! Who was truthful, God who said man
should snrely die, or Satan who said that he should
rot, but should be as a god ?

A REMARKABLE CORNER-STONE.

The doctrine of the immortality of the soul is some-
thing indispensable to almost every prominent relig-
ious system. It is the corner-stone of heathenism.
All, or nearly all the gods of heathenism are dead men
who were turned into gods by dying. They are sim-
ply the immortal sonls of the dead.

Romanism is indebied to this doctrine for all its
saints who are now acting as mediators with God, It
is @ fundamental idea in the system of purgatory. In
fact, Romanism is as much dependent upon this doc-
trine as is heathenism, and that is incapable of exist-
ing without it.

Spiritualism is simply the embodiment of this doe-
trine of natural immortality. It is incapable of ex-
isting without it. The very mission of Spiritualism
ag proclaimed by itself, is to establish the doctrine of
the immortality of the soul. .

Is it not strange that this corner-stone of heathen-
ism, Romanism, and Spirituelism, should be also the
corner-stone of modern orthodoxy? Yet such is the
oage. It is in these days esteemed the marrow and
fatness of the gospel. And so prevalent is their doc-
trine that the advent of Christ, the resurrection of the
dead, and the Judgment, are rendored almost obsolete
by it.

THE TREE OF LIFE. .

It is evident that God did not design that man
shoulddie. He prepared a garden for him, in the midst
_ of which stood the tree of life. He wae not forbidden
acoess to this tree. If he should eat of the tree of life
he would continue to live. Even after he had sinned,
had he not been shut away from this tree, he would
have continued exempt from death. Gen. iii, 22-24,
This iree remained upon the earth after the rebellion of
man, for the way of access to it was guarded by a
flaming sword. This tree is now in the midst of the
Paradise of Ged, in the third Heaven. 2 Cor. xii, 1-4;
Rev. ii, 7; xxii, 1-3, 14, Probably at the time of the
flood the garden of Paradise was removed.

THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE.

Two trees stood in the midst of the garden of God.
To éat of one tree was to secure eternal life. To eat
of the other was to render death certain and inevita-
ble. The tree of knowledge stood near the tree of
life. Jt was death to eat of it. How strange the in-
fatuation of sin. Man had greater desire to eat of
the forbidden frnit, than to eat of the tree that shonld
perpetunate his life to all eternity.

The tree of knowledge had no pernicions property
inherent in its nature. It was nndoubtedly good in
itself. The evil all grew out of disobedience. When
man had been tested, no doubt this prohibition would
have been removed. -But man could not wait. Sin
promised advantage which conld not be negleeied.
How terrible the deception. And yet, though sin has
only deceived and cheated every time for 6000 years,
the great body of mankind still believe that the real
good of this life is found in disobeying God. This is
what Paul terms the deceitfulness of gin. When man
had only the knowledge of good, he mnst have the
knowledge of evil also. And he obtained it to his
lasting sorrow. He found what good there was in sin,
It brought guilt, distress, banishment from Paradise,
and finally death itself.
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THE CLOSING MESSAGES.—NO. 6.

It may be objected that the proclamation of 1844
was not sufficiently extensive to be a fulfillment of the
prophecy. Where was not the sound heard? Perhaps
it was more extensive than you are aware. It was
more extensive than the mission of John the Baptist;
and yet he fulfilled important prophecies as the har-
binger and herald of the firet advent, His field of ac-
tion was where the religion of the Bible was best
known., Aud so the special field of these messages
should be in the very heart of christendom.

These flyivg angels, as we have inferred thns far,
being a portion of symbolic prophecy, represent mes-
sages of truth to be proclaimed in the world accord-
ing to God's chosen mode of speaking to men, that is,
by preaching. And he has chosen that men, not an-
gels, should be the visible instrumentality ; and he has
promised to adhere to that instromentality to the end
of the age, **Go ye,” said Jesus, addressing himself to
his disciples, ‘“into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature.” ‘“And,lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.” Inasmnch, then, as
the angel of Rev. xiv, 6, 7, has a message of the gos-
pel to preach, though literal angels may have the over-
sight of the work, it seems evident that the wisible
agency will be men, - And that the angels fly in the
“midst of Heaven,” doubtless represents the fact that
the messages take their rise, and do their most promi~
nent work in the most enlightened Christian country
on the earth—jnst such a country asthe United States,
to which the proscribed and persecuted of so many so-
called Christian nations have fied for the enjoyment of
freedom in the worship of God. The ¢“ midst” of these
gymbolic heavens, the enlightened and Christian por-
tion of the earth, is the special field of this angel; but
the voice of hig message reaches to ¢ every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people.”

But let us inqnire as to how far the sound of this
message was heard,

An English writer, Mourant Brock, thus remarks :

“It is not merely in Great Dritain that the ex-
peotation of the near return of the Redeemer is en-
tertained, and the voice of warning raised, but also
in America, India, and on the continent of Europe. In
America about three hundred ministers of the word
are thus preaching ¢this gospel of the kingdom ;’
while in this country, about geven hundred of the
Church of England are raising the same ery.”—Advent
Tracts, Vol. 11, p. 135. '

Dr. Joseph Wolfe traveled in Arabia Felix, through
the region inhabited by the descendants of Ifobab, Mo-
ses’ father-in-law. In Yemen, he saw a book, which
he mentions thus:

"¢ ¢The Arabs of this place haveabook ¢alled Sepras
whioh treats of the second coming of Christ, and his reign
in glory . In Yemen he spent six days with the Re-
chabites. ¢They drink no wine, plant no vineyards
80w no seed, live in tents, aud remember the words o
Janadab, theson of Rechab. With them were children
of Israel, of the tribe of Dan, who reside near Terim
in Hatramawt, who expeet in common with the ckildren of
Rechab, the speedy arrival of the Messiah in the clouds of
heaven.”’—Dr. Wolfe's Missionto Bokhara.

The “ Voice of the Chnrch,” by D. T. Taylor, speaks
as follows concerning the wide diffusion of the advent
sentiment:

“In Wirtemberg there is a Christian colony number-
ing hundreds, who look for the speedy advent of
Christ ; also another of like belief-on the shores of the
Caspian; the Molokaners, o large body of Dissenters
from the Russian Greek churoh, residing on the shores
of the Baltic—a very pious people, of whom it is said,
“taking the Bible alone for their creed, the norm of
their faith is simply the Holy Seriptures "—are charac-
terized by the ¢ expectation of Chrisi’s immediate and
visible reign upon earth.” Jn- Russia the doctrine of
Christ’s coming and reign is preached to some extent,
and received by many of the lower clags. It has been
extensively agitated in Germany, particularly in the
south part among the Moravians. ' In Norway, charts
and books on the advent have been cirenlated exten-
sively, and the doctrine received by many. Among the
Tartars in Tartary, there prevails an expeotation of
Christ’s advent about this time. Englieh and Ameri-
can publications on this dodtrine have been sent to
Holland, Germany, India, Ireland, Constantinople,
Rome, and to nearly every missionary station on the
globe. At the Turks Islands, it has been received to
some extént among the Wesleyans. Mr. Fox, a Scot-
tish missionary to the Teloogoo people, was a believer
in Christ's soon coming. James MacGregor Bertram,

a Scottish missionary of the Baptist order at St. Helena,
has sounded the ory extensively on that island, mak-
ing many converts and pre-millennialists ; he has also
preached it at South Africa, at the missionary stations
there. David N. Lord informs us that & large propor-
tion of the missionaries who have gone from Great
Britign to make known the gospel to the heathen, and
who are now laboring in Asia and Africs, are millen-
nariens; and Joseph Wolfe, D. D., according to his
journals, between the years 1821 and 1845, proclaimed
the Lord’s speedy advent in Palestine, Egypt, on the
shores of the Red Sea, Mesopotamia, the Crimea, Per-
sia, Georgia, throughout the Ottoman empire, in
Greece, Arabia, Turkistau, Bokhara, Afighanistan,
Cashmere,*Hindoostan, Thibit, in Holland, Scotland
and Ireland, at Constantinople, Jerusalem, St. Helena,
also on shipboard in the Mediterranean, and at New
York City to all denominations, He declares he has
preached among.] ews, Turks, Mohammedans, Parsees,
Hindoos, Chaldeans, Yescedes, Syrians, Sabeans, to
Pachas, Shicks, Shahs, the kings of Organtsh and
Bokhara, the queen of Greede, ete., and of his extra-
ordinary labors, the fnvestigaior says: ¢ No individual
has, perhaps, given greater publicity to the doctrine of
the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, than has
this well known missionary to the world. Wherever
he goes he preclaims the approaching advent of the
Messiah in glory.” * R, F. Corresrr.

LICENTIOUS BOOKS AND PAPERS,

—

Tax apostle, in giving the characteristics of the last
days, declares that ““evil men and seducers shall wax
worse and worsn.” That this language applies with
wonderful force at the present time, is only too pain-
fully apparent. The following startling but truthful
statement will in some measure account for the ter-
rible increase of licentiousness among the youth of the
present day :

A firm and conscientious editor in New York justly
says: ‘Fow are aware of the number of licentious
books and papers whick are published in this and
other cities, and the means employed to push them
into-cireulation. Day and night; through the mails
and by express, these infamous- publishers are send-
ing forth their vile prints, to pofluta the yonng and
pure of both sexes. The poison is disseminated, even
in the sacred precincts of home, under the eye of
the parent, and in the schools, under the eye of the
teacher. Thus the influence of parental, Sunday-
school, and mﬂpit instruction is destroyed, and the
morals and character of onr gsons and daughters under-
mined. This evil is assuming a terrible magnitude,
and itg instigators are fast throwing off the disguises
under which they formerly carried on their infamous
trade, The sale of these vile }mblioations is no longer
confined to the newspaper peddlers around our railroad
depots and ferries, who keep ‘them concealed, and of-
fer them only to those in search of such prurient lit-.
erature, but the mails are used to carry obscene books
and pamphlets. By means of catalogues, the nameg
of the students in our colleges, universities, and acad-’
emies, both male and fémale, are obtained, aud befdre
those in charge are aware, the minds of the pupils are
contaminated with impnre thoughis and suggestions,
which have been conveyed to them throngh pamphlets
or circulars received through the mails. Some houses
engaged in this vile trade 'employ canvassers to geour
the country, going from village to village; and who,
while the people are asleep, throw their filthy pros-
pectuges and circulars into their yards, or thrust them
under the doors of their dwellings,”

Truth in the Minority.

Tur strongest argument some men have against the
trath is, that the mejority do not believe it. This they
think is sufficient evidenoce that it is not true. But if
they will look at the history of the past, they will find
that the truth of God has always beon in the minority
in this world. Jesus said, ‘ Fear not, U¢tle flock.”
Narrow is the way to life, few walk in it; but broad is
the way to death, and mqny are in that road. The fol-
Jowing words from the great philosopher, John Locke,
are 80 mech to the point that I ¢opy them, < An er-
ror,” says he, ¢“is not the better for being common,.
nor fruth the worse for having lain neglected: and if
it were put to the vote anywhere in the world, I doubt,
a8 thiugs are managed, whether truth would have the
majority, at least whilst the authority of men, and
not the examination of things, must be its measure.”
~—Essay on the Understanding, book iv, chap. iii, p, 64,
D. M. Caxrigur.

Ricurs gained by deceit cheat no man so much
the gainer. .
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THE TIE THAT BINDS,

Wiar tie shall bind my heart to Thee,
Thou Lord of iife, with tender feeling,
But that thy blood doth purchase me,
Thy beart its ample grace revealing?
For weariness, o quiet rest, i
And every wound, a balm for healing;
A peaceful calm within my breast,
nd this the Holy Spirit sealing.

For me, dear Saviour, can it be, .

That mansions brigi:t are now preparing,
And through the Jong eternity,

I shall its pleasures ¢'er be sharing ?
For me, dear Lord, the angels stand,

To face the foe with heavenly daring; +
And in m{ need, thine own right haud,

To shield me, thou art ever baring.

Oh! may I never more forget

My deeds an angel’s pen is writing ;
M*words and thoughts, though idle, yet

hat same swift pen the truth’s inditing.

My record, is it spotless, pure ¥

And am I his rich grace inviting ?
Oh ! ghall Ito the end endure? ~—

My vows, though paying, still be plighting ?

Be this my lot, be this my aim,
Be this my best, my firm endeavor ;
Thou shalt my best affections claim,
May naught from thine, my spirit sever.
Then shall I rest from all my fears,
And wander from thy presence never;
Thine own kind hand shall dry my tears,
Thy smiles make glad my heart forever.
D. H. Laxsox.
Olivet.

PERILOUS 'rmngf / Ll e
Tue sedond coming of Christ, and the closing sgfhe
of this mortal state, are quite often referred to in the
New Testament, and in nearly evory instance the lan-
guage conveys the idea that it will be a time of peril
to the people of God. The Saviour, referring to this
time, says: ‘‘There shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; in-
somuch that if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect.” Matt. xxiv, 24. Paul and Peter support
this saying of Christ in a very definite manner. See
2 Thess. ii, 9-12; 1 Tim. iv, 1; 2 Tim. iii, 1; 2 Pet.

iii, 8.

It may be thought by some that the last days will
be perilous to the people of God, because of the open
Now I have no doubt

Rev. xii, 17; but I do not think this is the sense in
which the last days are ropresented to us as being per-
ilous. The reason I give is this: That persecution
has always driven the sufferer (if ho be a true ohild of
God ) nearer the Lord. I am inclined to believe that
the greatest peril we will have to encounter will be
the almost irresistible infiuence that Satan will throw
about us, to darken our understanding, and canse ns
to lightly esteem the word of God. This is fully sus-
teined by the passages of Scripture cited above.

Paul, in 2 Tim. iii, 1-5, gives us a picture of the last
days, that is awful to contemplate. He speaks of
eighteen sins being committed by those ¢ having a
form of godliness,”’—profegsors of religion. What a
fearful decoption they must be under! It is a faet,
apparent to all olose observers who have a sincere re-
gard for the obligation of the moral law of God, that
the tendenoy of & large olass of the people of our time,
is to reject the claims of this law, wholly or in part.
If they do not do this, they esteem it of so little con-

" sequence &8 to not be very particular in its-observ-

ance. It is also apparent that ministers do mnot
enforce its claims with as much zeal as. in former
years. The result of all this is telling with fearful
effect upon the morals of the world. But the worst
featnre of all is, to see the church descend from her
exalted position, mingle with the world, and unite
4n its vanities and sins.

That Paul refers to professors of religion in the
above quotation, there can be no doubt. Let ns there-
fore examine the picture and see how it will compare
with a true Christian life. He says, ¢ Men shall be
lovers of their own selves;” but the child of God
should obey the command, “Thou shalt lave thy neigh-
bor as thyself.” Matt. xxii, 89." ¢ Covetous;” but
it is said, **Thou shalt not covet.” Ex. xx, 17.
“ Boasters;” but wo are taught to ‘‘let nothing be
done through strife or vain-glory; but in lowliness of

mind let each esteem other better than themselves.”
Phil. ii, 8. «Proud;” but it is said, “God resisteth
the proud, but giveth grace uato the humble.” Jas.
iv, 6. ¢ Blasphemers;” but the law says, ¢ Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God.in vain.”
Ex. xx, 7. “Disobedient to parents;” but again the
law says, ‘ Honor. thy father and thy mother.” Ex.
xx, 12. There probably never was a time when this
commandment was so lightly regarded as now. It is
not uncommon for children to rule their parents, even
at a very tender age. * Unthankful;" but it is said,
we should “in every thing give thanks; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 1
Thess. v, 18, < Unholy;” but the child of God is to
“follow peace with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord.” Heb. xii, 14.
“Without natural affection;’’ but we are exhoried to
“be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honor preferring one another.” Rom. xii,
10. ¢ Truoe-breakers,” that is, covenant or bargain
breakers; but we read, ¢ Wherefore putting away 1y-
ing, speak every man truth with his neighbor.”. Eph.
iv, 26. “False accusers;” but it is written, ““Speak
not evil one of another, brethren.” ' Jas, iv, 11. “In-
continent,” or without self control. The Secripture
says, * Them that are Christ’s have crucified the fiesh
with the affeotions and lusts.” - Gal. v, 24. “Fierce;"”
‘but *“the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be
gentle unto all men.” 2 Tim. ii, 24. ¢ Despisers of
those that are good.” We are cantioned to “beware
therefore, lest that come upon you, which was spoken
ofin the prophets; behold, ye despisers, and wonder,
and perish,” &c. Aects xiii, 40, ¢ Traitors.” Thoese
are rebels against the government of God,—violaters
of his law. But James says, ‘' If yeo fulflll the royal
law according to the Soripture, thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself, ye do well 80 speak yo,
and 80 do, as they that shall be judged by the law of
liberty.” Chap. ii, 8 12. ¢« Heady;"” that is, they
are rash, not having a zeal according to knowledge.
Rom. x, 2, 8, ¢ High-minded.” This is the same as
to be self-conceited. But Panl says, «Mind not high
things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not
wise iu your own conceits.” Rom, xii, 16. ¢ Lovers
of pleasure more than lovers of God.” This is con-
trary to the great commandment, which says, ¢ Thon
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy sonl, and with all thy mind.” Matt. xxii,
87.

If Paul, in this place, had been describing some
demon, or very wicked man, it might seem more prob-
able; but, to apply it, as he does, to those “having a
form of godliness,” it shows a distressing state of
things indeed. Hero is a class of persons, in the last
days, under a fearful deception. Satan controls them,
even while they profess to be servanis of God. His
power to darken the mind, to make the nnderstanding
dnll of perception, and to lead into sin, is more than
man in his own strength can resist. Hore is our great
danger. God, through Chrisi, is onr only refuge.
Let us fiee to him, he will shield us from the coming
storm.

“Oh! watch and fight and pray,
The battle ne’er give o’er;
Renew it boldly every day,
And help divine implore.”’

L D. VANHogn.

EAR V8. EYE, OR MAN THE HEARER.

Oxg design in the creation of man, seems to have
been to test whother the ear cannot glorify God as
mnch ag the eye: ““no man hath seen God at any
time." Job, speaking prospectively, says: ‘I have
heard of theée by the hearing of the ear, but now mine
eyes see thee,” All the knowledge of God that is now
manifest in the characier of man is the result of faith
in the Invisible.

Angelic characier wag lost: but Lucifer and his an-
gels had the advantage of having seen tho hierarchy
of Heaven from the first: he had walked ¢ amid the
stones of fire”. (Ezek. xxviii, 14); the fallen angels
needed no testimony. Their prying proclivity ex-
ceeded the bounds of temperance. Curiosity prompted
them to leave their first habitation, hence their deprav-
ity is total. :

Said Satan to Eve, «“Ye shall be as the Elokim, know-
ing good and evil.” Satan tempis men everywhere to
regard the testimony of the eye more than that of faith,
which comes by hearing. The heathen generally con-
sult the spirits; the Indians, the Kaffirs, the ancient
pagans, the modern Buddhists and Lamaists, who num-
ber four hundred millions, found their supersiitions
on the miraculous manifestations of evil spirits. Be-
lief in witcheraft is world-wide: the fact that Satan
has induced the Buddhists to believe that annihilation
is the chief good, and a rare gift to obtain, betrays his
limited knowledge, notwithstanding the vast period of
his existonce ; and soon feeble, ootogenarian man, with
simply hear-say and an imperfectly translated Bible
for his evidence, will outstrip, through- Christ; the
wisdom of the fallen angels. ¢ Ie that hath ears to
hear let him hear.”

Vineland, N. J.

I. Lawp.

THE FIRES OF GEHENNA.

Laxavace fails to describe the pain which heat in-
flicts npon the physical frame. But what shall be the
raoking pains of the wicked, as they sink in the con-
flagration of the earth, in the vast ocean of flames
which shall wrap the whole earth in the final burning?

Think of it: the earth an odean of fiame! As it was
once deluged with a flood of water, now deluged with
fire, and the vast assemblage of the wicked unable to
escape sinking in the ocean of the heated elements, o
molten sea of fire; their cries vainly ascending for
mercy. Toolate! too late! The righteous, protected
within the jasper walls of tho city, have already con-
curred with the judgment of God in the destruction of
the wioked, as the last blow infiioted upon the serpent,
according to the flrst propheoy concerning him, ¢ It
shall broise thy head.”

The sermon contained in Review, vol. xxxiii, No.
26, should be read and re-read on this important snb-
ject. It is notto be & mere destruction of life, bunt a
severe punishment—terrible to the evil-doer—each
according to his works., What erroncous views the
nominal chorches hold on $his point; and the Univers-
alist and infidel hold as erroneous an extreme.

Let it be our effort and aim to avoid the terrible
fires of gohenna ; to escape by a thorough preparation
for life and immortality ; escape from the convulsed
and borning carth; escape from the flery deluge of
burning fiame. Jos. CLARKE,

REPORT FROM BRO. BATES.

Tuaxx the Lord for the good Camp-meeting at Ce-
resco. I have been reading Bro. Smith’s report, and
can say with him, especially respecting the last even-
ing meeling, “It was one of the most impressive
scoenes we ever witnessed ” in a worshiping assembly.
I believe that God’s children who attended the meet-
ing, prayerfully waiting before the Lord for his bless-
ing, did not go home disappointed. Doubtless many
thoughtless and oareless ones will not be much benefited;
but let us, dear brethren and sisters, who were gra-
ciously blessed and strengthened in the Lord, hold
fast whereunto we have attained, and still seek for a
greater measure of the swoet Spirit of the Lord, and
pot away all our wrongs, that we may be forgiven,
and fully prepared for the coming and kingdom of our
blessed Lord and Saviour. )

Bro. Erzonberger, who came to this country from
Switzerland a few weeks ago, was with us, We were
much pleased and edified by his statements respecting
his mission here, and his affectjonate appeals to the
congregation to prepare for the coming of the Lord.
It was wonderful to hear him speak the English lan-
guage so plainly that almost all his words were nnder-
stood, when ten weeks before he knew nothing about it.

Last Sabbath the Allegan County Monthly Meeting
was held here, It was an intoresting season. The
next evening following, the church here celobrated
the ordinances of the Lord’s honse, and were much
blessged and strengthened in the Lord.

- JoserH Bares.
Monterey, Sept. 8, 1869,

-

Cuarns strike the sight, but merit wins the soul.
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Exhortlng one another, and %0 moch the more ns ye see the day
appronching. Vieb, x, 206,

This Dg:mmont I designed to fill the same place jn the paper

that the Conferenco or Social Meeting does in the worsh‘ig of God.

Speak ofton one to another to comfort, edify and aid each other in the

way of holiness and true Christinn experience.

s e e S

From Bro. Burlingame.

Dear BrReTHREN AND Sisters: It is with feelings of
unworthiness that I attempt to write you a few lines
of my experience in attending the Camp-meeting at
Owosso. )

This was the first meeting of the kind I ever attended.
The testimonies that were given by God’s humble serv-
ants, were of such a nature that they seemed to be all
given for me; and I was led to inquire of myself,
While professing to be a friend of God, am I his en-
emy? May the Lord help me to know myself, and be
his friend indecd. While supposing that I am a pil-
grim and stranger on the earth, is it not possible that,
after all, I am a dweller here ?

Oh! shall the day of the Lord come in & time that I
am not aware of, or as a snare? Will the Lord come
in a day that I am not looking for him, in an hour
that [ am not aware of? God forbid. But may [ be
a pilgrim here, looking for a city whose maker and
builder 38 God. My dear friends, I want to improve
the one talent that God has given me, to his glory, and
‘the salvation of souls. Tho Lord helping me, I am
bound to get out from under the rubbish of the world,

and get on higher ground, where the Lord can work |.

for me.

I found by experience that it was good for me fo be
al the Camp-meeting, to hear the testimonies that were
there given to encourage God's people. My heart was
encouraged to renew my covenaut with God, to start
anew and set a double watch; to serve the Lord with
that determination that will go through. Brethren,
tell me my faults, reprove me for my wrongs, spcak
plainly to me, and let rae know my worst sins while
probatiou lasts, that I may put them from me, and
make sure work for God’s everlasting kingdom.

J. H. BURLINGAME.

Woodhull, Afich,

From 8r. Birch.

DeEAR BreTures aAND SistErs : I for the first time
attempt to address a few lines to you through the col-
umns of the Review. More than six years ago, while
secking the society and pleasures of the world, I was
siricken down by disease; and being unable to do
much to occupy my mind, I would take up and read
the Review belonging to & friend then boarding with
our family, I soon became interested in its contents,
and began to read my Bible to learn for myself if
these things were go. I could find no authority for
the change of the Sabbath, and commenced keeping it
according to the commandment. As I still farther in-
vestigated, I saw the light on other points of the Ad-
vent faith.

1 feel thaukful to the Lord to-day for the light, and
that he gave me a heart to obey and walk in it.

At the opening of the Health Institute, I placed my-
self there for treatment, as a last resort, having tried
seven different M. D.s, without avail. 1 was, to ap-
pearance, very near the grave, being reduced to a
mere gkeleton, with scarcely sirength enough to walk
across the room. But, thanks to the health reform, I
am now able to labor considerable, and am enjoying
quite a comfortable degree of health. I would recom-
mend the Institute to the afflicted everywhere.

Your unworthy sister. Crara J. BrrcH,

Marshall, Mich,

From Sr. Van Doren.

Dear Brerarey axp SisTers : I have long felt it to
be a duty, as well as & privilege, to write for our be-
loved paper, but have felt too unworthy to say a word;
bnt I hope, by so doing, to encourage some lone pil-
grim. It is a little over one year since my husband
and myself oommenced to try to keep all the command-

ments of God. We had but a little light then; but it
has grown brighter and brighter. May God help us
to walk in the light, is my prayer. It looks as if we
had made some progress ; but there is much yet to be
done before we can stand the test of the Judgment.
We are of the lonely ones, living thirty-eight miles
from the church of which we are members. We do not
meet with them very often; but when we do, it is like
getting a taste of the joys that await us, if faithful,
when we shall go up to the house of the Lord,

Ob! how we love the REview. It is a help to us.
I believe I never felt the power of Satan as I do now.
Sometimes I feel almost overcome by him; but eter-
nal life looks s0 precious that I cannot give it up. I
want to be saved, and only the overcomer can be. - We
can all overcome, if we will. The promises are sure.
Come, let us arise and go to the kingdom. There is
nothing in this world that we want; all is vanity.
Then why cling to this world, and refuse to follow Je-
sus, who has done g0 much for us? He will save us
from our sins, if we will let him. He is faithful that
has called ns, who also will do it.

It we would die to self, then it would be easy to
obey God. We should find it easy to show our love
for Josus by keeping his Father's law, and following
in his foolsteps. .

Dear brethren, pray for us. Let us all ery mightily
to God for help to &;ut away all sin. These are peril-
ous times; but God has not forsaken his people. Itis
our sing that separate us from God. He will hear uss
Let us perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord. Ohsi«'
let us work now ; let us take heed to our ways lest we.
be found wanting. Ly¥p1a J. Vax Dogex.

Lenawee Co., Mich. _ et

From Sr. Brewer.

Dear BrETnREN AND SisTers: It has beeu a long
time since | have contributed anything to the Confer-
ence Department of our excellent paper. Although I
have been silent, my interest has been growing
sironger in the cause of present truth. I feel to
thank the Lord that I ever heard the glad sound of
the third message, and that after hearing, T had a
heart to obey. Iam led Lo exclaim, Oh! praise the
Lord for his goodness, and his wondeérful kindness to
the children of men.

It has been about two years and a half since our
dear Bro. Steward first came to our place, and sowed
the geed of truth. I feel to thank God that the seed
sown then is springing up all around us. At that
time there were only four SBabbath-keepers here; now
there are sixteen keeping the true Sabbath, and many
more that are almost persuaded to take hold of the
truth. If Bro. Steward could come here again this
fall and winter, we think a gréat work might be done
in the name of Jesus, who has loved us, and given him-
self for us. .

We have prayer-meetings twice a month, which we
find a great help to us. The good Spirit assists us in
speakin ,J)raying, and singing; and then we feel to
thank God, and take courage, believing that cternal
life is ours, if we are only faithful to the end..

1 feel that I want on the whole armor. I want my-
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.
I sometimes feel almost discouraged when I think of
the many things I have to overcome, and the many de-
vices of Satan, who is ever ready to decoy us into his
snare. Yet we have the blessed promise that our Fa-
ther will never leave nor forsake those who put their
trust in him. To whom else shall we go if we turn
back? Let ns, my dear brethren and sisters, be of
that number that shall believe to the saving of the
soul, that we may have right to the tree of life, and
enter in throngh the gates into the city.

Your sister hoping to obtain eternal life when Jesus
Somes. Mzrissa BrREwER.

Pierce Co., Wis.

From 8r. Geroy.

Dear BneruneN aNp Sisters: I wish to improve
tho privilege of expressing my desires and determina-
tions, through the Review, as I am one of the lonely
ones. Ilam far away from auy of like precious faith,
and I cannot go to the house of worship, yet I feel
strong in the Lord. I feel that he is very near and
dear to my soul. I love Jesus. Ilovethe law of God.
I love the holy Sabbath. Truly it is a delight. Al-
though deprived of the privilege of meeting with God’s
people now, if I am faithful a little longer I shall be
permitted to assemble with the dear saints every new
moon on the earth made new, there to worship that
great and good Being, who hath given me my existence.

1 feel more and more like pressing my way onward
each succeeding day. I think I can, in some degree,

realize that we are now entering the perils of the last
days; and oh! how much of the grace of God we need
to stand like good soldiers at our posts. I feel the need
of & deeper work of grace in my heart, and it is my
moét earnest prayer that God will give me an increas-
ing desire to get more humble, more Christ-like, and
get in o place where I can have a large share of the
Spirit of God to govern my every act. Oh! let us
make much of the precious hours of our probation,
and get ready to stand clear and without fault before
the mighty God of Jacob.

I desire an interest in the prayers of God’s people,
that I may continue faithful to the end, and obtain an
entrance into the heayenly home of the saints.

Yours, striving for eternal life.
JosEPHINE GEROY. -

Newaygo Co., Mich. .

From 8r. Clough.

Dear Brerurex anp Sisters:.] would like to pen
a few thoughts to you through “the Review. It is
some time since I have had the privilege of hearing
the word preached, or of speaking face to face with
one of like precious faith, but I look back with gratitude
for the privileges I have had in the past with many of
the dear saints of (fod, and I hope and trust that T
shall megt them again, if not in this world, in the new
earth. But for the present my duty seems to be in
this far-off country. I ask an interest in your pray-

‘erg, that I may be enabled to live out the truth before
“this people in such’ a way that I may glorify God, and

reoommend it (0 the conszoiences of the homest in
heart. No one knows but those who have an experi-

ence in these things, how much grace is needed to be
faithful at all times, and in all places, with the whole
tide of infiuence against the truth. But the Lord is
good, and if we trust in him as we should, he will
keep us, and help us to make a mark on the side of
truth, if it is but a small one.

This country is fast filling up with quite an intelli-
gent people, many of them from the New England
States, but some from the old country, Germans,
Danes, and Norwegians. I have had the privilege of
scattering some tractg, which have been read with in-
terest; but my means for the present are quite limited.
I hope to do more some time. I do hope the day is
not far distant when the Lord will raise up aud send
a messenger this way to scatter the bread of life.

If the truth could be presented here before other
denominations, with their numerous crrors, get well
established, semething might be accomplished; but it
would take a missionary with all the zeal of a Paul or
a Judson, lo come into this country, and subject Lim-
self to the inconveniences of a pioneer life, for the sake
of winning souls to his Master; but thousands do this
same thing, cheerfully, for the sake of obtaining a
grant of government land.  Of how much greater value
would be a crown studded with stars of rejoicing.

Dear brethren and sisters, let us hold fast our faith
lErm unto the end. Let the motto of each one of us

ey
“ Neaver, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee;
Ev’n though it be a eross
That raiseth me."”

Yours striving for the kingdom,
: ‘Hanvan Crouan.
Nebraska.

¢ Come Through, and Bring the Children With You."”

Tae readers of the Revizw will remember this beau-
tiful expression, coming from the lips of the dying wife
and mother. And especially fo those who are hope-
fully looking forward to the time when they shall again
embrace their sleeping loved ones, does the force of
these words come home to the heart.

How many are there among us who cherish the fond
desire of meeting those taken away from us by death?
While going through, it is our only hope. Exquisite
thought that yet there is room.

To that father and children I would say, Let those
words live in your hearts, and the thought of ¢ mutual
recognition,” when the battle is over, help you to live
for Him who has trod the way before us, and “returned
from the war,” M. A. GaskrnL.

Desrisk not thelittle gins; they have ruined manya
goul. Despise not the little duties; they have been to
many an excellent discipline.

Trex who doubt the truth of religion because they
can find no Christian who is perfect, might as well
deny the existence of the sun because it is not always
noonday.

.
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«0f Some have Compassion, Making a Difference.”

SuoH is the direction of the aposile Jude. And this
instruction is worthy of our continued remembrance.
Some persons have heen carefully instructed in the na-
ture of evil, and all their lives long have been warned
against it. Others meet temptation without any warn-
ing, snd are overcome before they were made ac-
qnainted with the nature of their danger. Now it is
plain that those who have never heen warned nor coun-
seled concerning their foes that lie in ambush to sur-
prise them, are entitled to our compassion as those can-
not be who have been faithfully warned befere. And
this is only one circumstance in the cases of suoh per-
song. While we should show no partiality in dealing
with those who depart from God, we should neverthe-
loss take the circumstances of all transgressiomrinto the
account; and when justice and equity are not sacrificed,
we should have compassion of some, making a difference.
Unless men can have wisdom in this very thing, they
are poorly prepared to deal with those who have erred
from the right way in the church of Christ.

~

¢« The Things Concerning M;Have an End.”

Tixse words.were spoken by our Lord in view of
the accomplishment of his sufferings, Every thing
that the prophets had spoken must be fulfilled. Not
one particular of his humiliation could be left unaccom-
plished. But though all must have their exact fulflll-
ment, there was a limited number, which could at last
be completed. From not one of them did Jesus
shrink. There seemed no end to this anguish, yet
there was such at last. And as there was an end of
our Lord’s anguish, so will there be to that of his peo-
ple. He did not shrink from his cup of bitterness, but
drank it up. So must his people drink their bitter
cup. But there will be an end at last. Then there
shall be an end of sorrow forever. The people of God
shall enter-into the joy of their Lord, and they shall
never taste of sorrow more.

Satan and his Angels at the Judgment.

Iris no accidental thing, or after arrangement, that
the prince of darkness and his evil angels are to ap-
pear at the Judgment. Itis 8 great mistake to sup-
pose that the day of Judgment was originally ap-
pointed with reference to mankind, and that by some
after arrangement the wicked angels were included in
the number that should then sppear to meet their

doom. The truth is quite the reverse of this. The
rebellion of the angels that sinned was earlier than:

the creation of man. When they became wicked they
were cast down fo the place called Tartarus, see the
original of 2 Pet. ii, 4, and reserved in chains of dark-
ness unto the Judgment of the great day. Jude 4.

This awful tribunal was therefore orignally appointed
for the trial of these earliest sinners against God.
The -connection of our race with this day of fearful
retribution, grows out of the fact that we have joined
Satan in his rebellion against God. And mark the
distinetion between what is said to the righteous and
the wicked relative to the reward of each. The right-
oous are called to inherit the kingdom PREPARED ¥oR
TaEM from the foundation of the world. The wicked
are bidden to depart into the fire PREPARED FOR THE
DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS, And when the wicked are
about to reoeive their portion in the fire, Salan stands
at their head as their prince, to agsault the camp of the
saints. Rev. xx, 7-10. And observe his awful retri-
bution., The fire prepared for him is rained upon him
out of heaven. And he will find in it something capa-
ble of inflicting adequate punishmeut for all his sins.
The evil angels must meet thisdoom. But we can pos-
sibly escapeit. Shall we make our escape, or shall wo
still go on iu sin?

Pravyer is the peace of our spirit, the stillness of our
thoughts, the evenness of recollection, the seat of medi-
tation, the rest of our oares, the calm of our tempests.

Worthy of Notice.

«Hx does not say that the law was not mapx for a
righteous man, but ov xeeray, it does not lie against a
righteous man; because Ae does not transgressit; but
it lies against the wicked.””—Dr. Clarke on 1 T%m. i, 9.

*The law doth not lie against a righteous man—
doth not strike or condemn him.”— Wesley’s Notes.

These observations of Adam Clarke and of John
Wesley, give the real sense of the text. Thoy show
that this passage has the same sense as Gal v, 28:
‘Against such [as bear the fruit of the Spirit] there is
no law,"” because their lives are in exact accordance
with the commandments of God.

Home Religion,

Tais is a most exoellent kind of religion. It is the
hardest to obtain, and it costs the greatest effort to
keep it of any kind. To possess and fo exercige at
home gt all times the sweet, gentle, loving, forhearing,
Spirit of Jesus—this is a pearl of great price, whioh,
alas! is wanting in many Christian (1) families, Here
we are most off our guard; here we feel the freest to
act out our natural inclinations; and here we feel free
to demend of other members of the family what we
would not thiuk of asking elsewhere. Here, also,
come up little trials and little annoyances, that do not

,loeour elsewhere.

This is the place that shows who is the true Chris-
tian. Fear, yespect, custom, and other influences,
often prompt men, hefore the public, to do right, to
perform apparently noble deeds, make sacrifices, bear
abuse, &c., with a good spirit. But at home in the

bear upon us. There, Jove is needed, with the fear of
God, to enable us to do by all, and bear with all, as we
ghould. The good religion of Jesus Christ will do all
this. D. M. CaxricHT.

Note from Missouri.

Wx have pitched the tent at Altovists, in a grove
where we are well sheltered on all sides. Sabbath
evening was our third meeting. I spoke with good
freedom to above one huudred interested hearers.
Trust that the interest will inorease. Went eighteen
miles to Hamilton yesterday morning. The friends in
this place have rented a hall, for the coming year, well
seated and very convenient for meeting. Those who
have embraced the truth are firm. Others are still
investigating. I preached in the forencon and eve-
ning. Twenty attended the day, and fifty the evening
meeting. We enjoyed the blessing of God. Attended
a Bible-class in the afternoon. I go back to the tent
this morning to preach again in the afternoon and
evening. Pray for us. Jomx Marresox.

Hamilton, Mo., Sept. 12, 1869.

Note from Brn. Smith and Littlejohn.

Tug effort of the Baptist minister in Owosso against
the truth, with the review of his argument, resulted
in still further confirming in the faith those who have
come out in that place. The brethrén have secured
the use of the Lutheran meeting-house for one year for
Sabbath meetings, also one evening in -each week for
prayer meetings. They have organized a Sabbath
school and Bible class, and will hold regular Sabbath
meetings, and weekly prayer meetings, for the future,
We left an appointment for Bro. Byington for Sabbath
Sept. 25, at which time the ordinance of baptism will
be administered.

We are now in Fentonville, where we commence
meetings to-morrow evening. Our address will be at
this place, box 637, till further notice.

U. 8MirH,
. W. H, LirrLesonx.
Fentonville, Mich:, Sept. 16, 1869,

p&y= Bro. Holland is requested to be at the Monthly
Meeting in Tompkins, the first Sabbath iu October,
without fail. He can find conveyance from Jackson
the Friday previous.

Divixne assistanoe will be withheld when it becomes
a nurse for pride,

family, most of these influences are not brought to.

Committee of Entertainment.

Brrrnrex and sisters visiting Battle Creek, who are
strangers in the place, will inquire for one of the fol-
lowing-named persons, who have been appointed by
the church as a committee to provide homes for such.

Myrox J. CORNELL,

Hrnxry Huamxs, 8. M. Boors,

Taronore Lrwis, AsAHEL SMITH,
Daxien CARPENTER.

Saxrorp RoGrrs,

Savines o Baxrer.—I had rather be that Christian
that loathes himself for sin, resolveth against it, and
forsaketh it, though he cannot weep for it; than one
of those who can weep to-day and sin to-morrow, and
whose sinful passions are quickly stirred, as well as
their better passions.

Be desirous of knowing all that God would have you
know, and be willing to bo ignorant of all that God
would have you ignorant of.

T shall never take that mau to be wisely learned that
hath not learned to escape damnation.

MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD.

GOING WEST.

MAIL. | DAY EXP. [EVE. EXP.
6:50A.00.| 7:80a.01.) H:d5p.m.
12:56p.51, |10:56 A.2.[11:30 . ;1.
8:05p.m. | 4:00p.:.f 6:30A.m1.

GOING BAST.
6:50 A.31.111:30 A.6.] 5:15 p.ar.

Battle Creek,| 1:48 p.y.| 4:84 p.21./11:30 p.ae.| 8:05 A1,
Detroit, Arrive) 7:85 r.m.| 8:00 poor.| 3:45 A.ne.| 7:85 A,

A Taese traing all run by Chicago time, which is fiftcon min-
utes slower than Detroit timo.

LEAYVE.

Detroit,..ceeee
Battle Creek,
Chicago, Ar've,

NIGHT EX.
9:80 p.u1.
2:08A.a1,
9:004.0.

Chicago,...... 9:00 r.os.

gyﬁ;iutmmm.

And a4 ye go, proach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at band.

Noruixng in Providence preventing, I will be with the
church in Strongsville, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 21, and re-
main over Sabbath and Sunday. .

o Athorth Bloomfield, the first Sabbath and first-day in
ctober.

I shall labor for the interests of the church’ at these
meetings, and most earnestly request all to have their af-
fairs so arranged as to attend, and help in the work.

. 1. D. Vax Horx.

——— ) ——

Paovioexce favoring, I will attend the annual Conference

in the State of Maine, where I shall have Hymn Books,

and other late important publications.
By Gen. Conf. Com.

———

J. X, Wacaoxes.

Provioexce E:rmiuin , T will meet with the church in
Owosso, Sabbath, Sept. 25. Also, will atiend the Monthly
Meeting at Tompkins, the Sabbath following, Oct. 2.

. Bymvarow.

Business Department,

Not Blothful in Business, Rom. xii, 11.

Business Notes.
In Review of June 20 ult. theroavo $3.73 orodited to Sarah A. Allen
which should have been credited to Renben Griggs, deceased,

RECEIPTS.

For Review and Herald,
Annoxed to onch receipt in the foilowing Iist, is the Volumo and Nuom
ber of the Revizw & H&nw TO which the meney rocei pAys,—
which should oor‘re?nd with the Numbors on the Pasters. If money for

the r is not in duo time acknowledged, immediate notioo of the omis-
.m’:n’}a'm then be given. olevd,

$1.00 each. Miss A Fairchild 8513, ¥idelia 8 Dean 35-1, EP
Burditt 35-1, Mrs M 8nook 36-10, N C Gilbert 36-10, B S Tears 35-10,
J “0‘"0.5 86-10, H J Rich 36-1; M Rich 85-1, 8 A Drundage 84-13.

$2.00 each. ' E R Whitcome 36-1, E Burronghs 86-10, ¥ Larkeo
35-20, 8 Shirkey 34-1.

Miscellaneous. J Philo $1.37 85-7, Clarissa Eager 50c 851,
L Lyman 3.50 80.1, B C Sherman 2,50 84-14.

Cash Received on Account,
Mary E Parker for Eld Jamos White SLO%E R Whitcome for Eld
Joseph Bates 2.00, David MeCallum 17.30, $ H Bonfoey 1.00,
General Conference Missionary Fund,
YTouisa Maon $10.00, E R Whitcome 6.00, R T Barnard 56.00,
Books Sent by Mail.

W W Wilson $1.15,J Philo 8.63, Louisa Maun 85¢, Jas Wilmot 25c,
8 A Edo 50¢, J F Frauenfoldor 35c, ¥ Needles 100, I D Van Horn
4.00, Philip Strong 90¢, T Bryant 2.00, Geo Bisel 50¢, I C Miller 850,
J Hanson Lgcn Eicoulum' Jared Gage Tc, 1L M Hendeo J
Cavdell, jr., 80c, J Wiliinms 30c, D M Canright 1.00, G F Hutchins
2,00, Mrs M A Van Kirk 26, A I Van Kirk 25c, Mrs M Clark 25c.

Books Sent by Express.
A O Burrill, Sycamore, Wyandott Co., Ohio, $41.07.
Foreign Missionary Fund.

M P D Nyo $5.00, Mary L Smith 5.00, Geo Smith 5.00, David
McCallum 5.00, Margaret Veedor 25¢, Mary J McCallum 500, E D
Wilch b0c, E 8 Finch 50c, H M Hendeo 96, J & L P Williarms 5.00,

‘Benevolent Fund.
J House $2.50, B Houso 2.50.




