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"WHEN HE SHALL APPEAR, WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM.

On! mean may seem this house of clay,
Yet 'twas the Lord’s abode;
Our feet may mourn this thorny way,
* Yet here Immanuel trod.

This fieshly robe the Lord did wear,
This watch the Lord did keep ;

These burdens sore the Lord did bear,
These tears the Lord did weep.

Our very frailty brings us near
Unto the Lord of Heaven;

To every grief, Lo every tear,
Such glory strange is given.

But not this earthly robe alone
Shall link us, Lord, to thee;
Not always in the tear and groan

Shall thy dear kindred be,

We shall be reckoned for thine own,
Because thy Heaven we share ;

Because we sing around thy throue,
And thy bright raiment wear,

THE AGE OF MURDER.

We commend to the serions attention of the readers
of the Review the following from the pen of Eld. D. T,
Tay!or: It was first published in the columns of 7%e
Christian, 19 Liudall St., Boston, Mass, The editor of
that sheet, Eld. H. L. Hastings, has also published the
ariiele iu tract form for general circulation. It can be
obtained of the author at Rouse’s Point, N. Y., and
also of the publisher.

The writer has presented, in a concise form, a most
powerful array of facts to show that the present is em-
phatically the Age of Murder. This is certainly a
startling sssertion. Yet we venture to say that every
candid reader of this tract will acknowledge that the
author has proved its truthfulness. The tract is valu-
able as shedding great light on the present condition
of the world. It is particularly adapted to place in
the hands of those who think that we are on the eve
of the millennium,—Ep. REview.

Turs, truly, is an age of murder. It is fast becom-
ing notorious for deeds of blood and violence. We
seek not to encourage a gloomy apprehension respect-
ing the present or the future. We would occasion no
unnecessary alarm in society touching the general
peril.  We only present stubborn facts, and leave the
reader to scan the issue.

Crime is frightfully on the increase, especially those
species of it which indicate an utter disregard of the

sanctities of human life. Murder defiles the age.
There are murders of fathers and murders of moth-
ers; murders of brothers and murders of sisters;
murders of unborn babes and murders of little chil-
dren ; murders of neighbors and of strangers ; murders
of rich and of poor; murders in high life and in low;
murders in broad daylight and in the dark,—~in the
open street and in by-ways; murders by ones, and
twos, and threes, and murders of whole familics; mnr-
ders of men for a mere difference of opinion; murders
for a few paltry dollars; murders for hate and revenge;
and murders in all horrible ways that human fiendish-
ness, worked up into frenzy by poisoned liquors, and
infuriated by the devil, can invent.. " %

When in 1843 the United States Qazetie examined the
slatistics of crime in this country and recorded the
ocourrence of {wo hundred eid fifteen (215) murders
by means of guns, pistols, bowie-knives, eto., in the
first six months of that year in all our land, the
other journals repeated the tale as a ““melancholy pic-
ture,” and the community was shocked st the fearful
story of bloodshed and homicide. Only six years after
this, the Police (lazetle with horror recorded for the
gingle month of May, 1849, the killing, by humsan
hands, of twenty-four persons in the United States,
and did then emphatically style the present time ¢ The
Age of Murder.” Let us examine the facts and sta-
tistics that justify this appellation,

We will take Boston for our first example. From
1843 to 1849 the increase of population was thirty per
cent, while a committee, chosen for the purpose, re-
ported to the mayor, February 12, on the increase of
crime, relating only to deeds of violence, an average
increase of five hundred and fifty (550) per cent.
The population of the city at that time was one hun-
dred and twenty thousand (120,000), and the arrests
by the police for the previous year amounted to eleven
thousand one hundred and seventy-eight (11,178) per-
sons, or one for every ten. The report says: ¢ The
grand jury complain of the increase of erime beyond
that of population.” In the whole State of Massachu-
sotts the homicides in five years, from 1855 to 1859,
amounted to one hundred and nine (109), averaging
twenty-two per annum: in the last named year there
being twenty-five deaths by violence. Ten years later,
in 1869, a January number of the Bosfon Journal, un-
der the head of “The bolduess of Crime,” speaks of
robbery, violence, and murder, having ‘‘a conetant
and efeady growth for some years past,” and its New
York correspondent, writing to the paper, denominates
these times “ The reign of Violence.” )

In a single week in January, 1853, there were eight
murders in New York City. In 1856 only cleven hom-
icides were reported, but the next year the number
leaped up to fifty-five. In I858 there were inquests
held over the bodies of forty-nine murfiered persons,
but the whole number who met violent deaths in the
city that year was seventy-nine. In 1859 there were
sixty murders, and in all this time only one murderef
wag hung. In 1860 there were one hundred and three
(103) inquests over murdered persons in the city,
while the arrests for orime were sixty-cight thousand
eight hundred and ninety (68,800), of whom only three
thousand nine hundred and seventy-three (3,973) were
convicted on trial aud punished ;—the remainder who

were guilty, escaped justice to pursue a oareer of
crime. Only a year or two later it was announced in
the journals that over seventy murderers lay in the
prisons of New York City, either awaiting trial or
under sentence of death. Neither Paris, with its pop-
ulation of two millions (2,000,000), nor any other
cityin the Christian and civilized world, was declared
to have an equal number.- It was said that this fact
was ‘startling;” the ¢spirit of Cain it seemed had -
descended on the island;” ¢ who could explain the
dreadful problem ?” In ten years, from 1859 to 1868,
inclusive, there were in the .city, five hundred and
thirty-two (532) known deaths by violence, while in
thirteen years previous to 1868, there were one hun-
dred and sixty-five (165) murders committed in the
city, the perpetrators of which have never been dis-
covered. ¢‘Make & chain, for the land is full of bloody
orimes, the city is full of violence.” Ezek. vii, 28,

A Now York paper of 1869 says: “During the past
nine years there have been eight hundred and five
thousand one hundred and forty-nine (805,149) per-
sons arrested by our police, and that does not by any .
means indicate that this nearly a million, were a tenth
of those who, in the time named, were drunk and dis-
orderly, and committed often the entire list of crimes.”
In February, 1868, the New York Observer spoke in an
alarining strain of the uninterrupted course and in-
crease of crime, and says, « Is this state of things to
continue ?—then we may fearfully apprehend the fu-
ture.” Five years earlier than this, in 1853, the Hart-
Jord Courant of April declared, ““It is a lamertable
fact that crime throughout the oountry is on the in-
oreagse. Murders for the mere purpose of plunder,
highway robberies and burglaries, are much more
common now than they were forty years ago, and have
increased in & ratio greater than the inorease in the
number of the inhabitents.” Such was the constant
testimony relating both to c¢ity and country. Six-
teen years ago, in 1858, the children trained in orime,
the receivers of stolen gocds,  gamblers, beggars,
drunkards, habitual tipplers, thieves, and profligate
persons of New York City, were estimated at one
hundred and fifty-three thousand (158,000); e ter-
rible army when compared with the sixty-four thou-
sand (64,000) which make up the total of Protestant
communicants there; ‘‘a greater number in proportion
to the population than in London,” said & oity paper
while deploring these facts,

The whole country is no better off. ¢ The Carnival
of Crime,” is the current name given to this seething
deluge of corruption, this insane lust for blood. In
San Francisco in the four years, from 1849 to 18562, in-
clusive, there were twelve hundred (1,200) murders
committed, while, in the gingle year 1855, there were
five hundred (500) persons in the city killed by vio-
lence. Incredible as it may seem, it has been edti-
mated that in all Celifornia during the six years pre-
vious to 1860, there were five thousand (5,000) persons
murdered, doubtless, mostly for gold. Who can enu-
merate the murders in Kansas in 1856-7! Who can
tell the deaths of both whites and blacks by violence,
in all the Southern States within ten years past? A
great pen on high has kept the record, though un-
known to mortals; and God will surely ¢ make inqui-
gition for blood.” The papers report over five hun-
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dred (500) murders in the State of Louisiana in the
two months of November and December, 1868, a reign
of terror prevailing. In the single county of Marion,
in Texas, there were twenty-seven murders in- one
week in November, and not a murderer was arrested,
while in gl] Téxas, from the close of the war in 1864
to the year 1868, it was stated that there had been
sever hundred and sixty-one (761) murders perpe-
trated, and during all that time there was but one ex-
ecutton for murder. Can the imagination picture a
condition of ociety like this? It is also reported in the
U. 8. Senate, in January, 1869, that there were three
hundred”and thirty-six (836) murders in the State of
Georgia, in o period of but nine and a half months of
last year. Most of these persons, doubiless, wero col-
ored, but, nevertheless, they weremen who were glain.

In the Northern States, where Christianity and educa-
tion exert their most powerful influence, there is, as
elsewhere, the same sanguinary tale. In Schuylkill
County, Penn., in the brief space of four years, be-
tween 1863 and 1867, there were fifiy-seven murders
committed,  In the south-east county of New Hamp-

_ shire, there were five cases of murder trial on the
docket for the courts, all committed during the season
of 1868. Last year (1868), there were thirty murders
and an equal number of suicides in one western city,
St. Louis; while some years ago it was declared that
there were annually in the United States five hundred
thousand (500,000) cases of assault and battery, with
over eight hundred (800) self murders, beside an ‘equal
number murdered by other and bloody hands. Truly,
tho ““soul is wearied because of murderers.” Jer. iv,
31. All authorities acknowledge an increase of the
mania for orime. In 1867 the Penitentiary of Illinois
had eleven hundred (1,100) convicls, which were
eighty per cent more than in 1865,

Rev. Dr. Eddy said at Worcester, September, 1868,
that “ crime, drunkenness, embezzlement, and irregu-
larities of every kind are on the inorease.”” Rev. Dr,
Chapin asserts in T'he Liberal Christian, that ¢ Society
is honey-combed with evils and vices. It seems as
‘though the fountain springs of vice had overflowed
aud oo%ed down through a thousaud invisible chan-
nels, and made the very ground beneath our feet one
vast quagmire of sensuality, corruption, and crime:"”
while the startled Rev. H. W. Beecher exclaims, ¢ All
the framework of society seems to be dissolving!™
Zion's Herald declares, concerning the increasing cat-
alogue of orimes, that ¢ the devil was never busier than
now ;" while the Aibany Journal unequivocally asserts
the existence of a mania for erime of the most desper-
ate and daring character, and ominously predicts that
this wild mania will become nniversal. The picture
is indeed horrible. We have no love to exhibit it.
But if these things actually do exist, why sheuld not
sober, moral men and women look into the jaws of
this hell, and be ready to meet their responsibilities ?

Not only in onr own country, but in the best coun-
tries in Europe, crime increases. In Blackwood’s Mag-
azine for July, 1844, published in Edinburg, it was
said: ¢ Since the year 1805, that is, during a period
of less than forty years, in the ecourse of which popu-
lation has advanced about sixty-five per cent in Great
Britain and Ireland, crime in England has increased
seven hundred per cent, in Ireland, about eight hun-
dred per cent, and in Scotland, about thirty-six hun-
dred per ecent.”” All this, too, we are told, has ocounr-
red in a half century of prosperity and material pro-
gress. At that time the annual commitments for crime
were aboutone hundred and eighty thousand (180,000),
while the commitments since five years ago had goue
up twenty-five per cent above these figures. In 1858,
fourteen years subsequent to Blackwood's estimates,
the Boston Recorder stated that ¢« Within forty years,
commitments for crime have increased in England from
five thousand (5,000) to thirty-one thousand (31,000},
more than six fold; and four times faster than the
increase of population. Tu Scotland, the increase of
crime in the same period has rison from eighty-nine
(89) to three thousand eight hundred and . eighty-four
(3,884), which is forty-three fold, or twenty-five times
faster than the population.” Ten years ago, in 1859,
England and Wales had one hundred and four thou-
sand nine hundred and eighty-five (104,985) oriminals

at large, enongh to make seventy regiments of the
line, andjthese villains were estimated to cost British
society every year the sum of one hundred and fifty
willion dollars ($150,000,000), or about double the
money spent upon the Royal Navy; and fifty times as
muoh as was expended for foreign missions.

In the year 1864, the convictions for orime in Eng-
land numbered two hundred and forty-six thousand
five hundred and seventy-six (246,576) persons, and
the number arrested and convicted for criminal of-
fenses in France during the same year, was six hnn-
dred and fifty-three thousand nine hundred and fifty-
four (653,954). British authorities say that at the
present time, drunkenness, lawlessness, and violence,
in the whole kingdom, are on the increase, especially
in large cities. We are told there were twenty-seven
murders in Liverpool in 1868, and the bead constable
reports |intemperance and crime inoreasing, but de-
clares his inability to account for it. Such is the aw-
ful record of the preponderance of zin and evil in its
worst forms, right in the very heart of Chrisiendom.

It may be earnestly asked, “What is the cause of
thie strange thirst for blood, this reckless disregard of
human life, this onward march of cxime?” Our an-
swer is, The age is reaching its climax of iniquity pre-
paratory to the coming of the great day of God’s wrath.
And while the eauses of this rising tide of evil are va-
rious, we shall here refer to but two; viz., novel-read-
ing and intemperance. Nover was there so great a
demand for works of fiotion; and, to supply this de-
mand, the tribe of novel-writers has eeme to be named
““Legion.” Espeocially do all classes seck those sensa-
tional works full ef horrible deeds and licentious allu-
sions, whose tendency is to deslroy all love for sober
reading, corrupt the morals, and loosen the restraints
of virtue. The American Publisher and Bookseller
says, that of two thousand one hundred and sixty-nine
(2,169) new books printed in this country in 1868,
classed as fiction, religious, law, biography, agricul-
tural, historical, and educational, no less than seven
hundred and fifty-four (754), or more than one third,
were works of fiction; while the religions works num-
bered only two hundred and fifty-eight (258), there
being three novels to one godly book. On the pages
of a vain and vicious sheet issuing from a small town
in New Hampshire, we count over four hundred works
of this class, embracing novels, foolish song books, and
productions of the worst authors, all on sale by ihe
publisheys of that monthly paper.

What the perveried taste of the age demands, is seen
in the fact that the immense Public Library of Boston
aims to keep ou hand for oirculation and general read-
ing, a copy of every novel published in the English
language, and that these are the books most songht
for there; also in the fact that of two thousand one
hnndred and ninety-seven (2,197) books called for and
issued by the Oxford Free Library, England, in three
months ending August 31, 1857, no less than one
thousand four hundred aund one (1,401) were novels
and tales, while only two hundred and sevenly-one
(271) were religious; and again, when it is stated that
during the month of June, 1855, of seven hundred and
thirty-four (784) books drawn from the Mercantile Li-
brary at San Francisco, three hundred and eleven (311)
were works of fiction, while only seven, or one two
hundredth part of the whole were religious books; the
vain and lying works that poison the mind, being,
when compared with the religious and serious, as
nearly forty-five to one. The Advance of Feb. 11,
1869, is responsible for the statement that ‘“more cop-
ies of the light literature papers are sold in New Eng-
land than the total circulation of all the religious week-
lies published there.” . -

The religious press calers to this depraved taste,
Sunday Schoo! libraries are as full of pious novels as
Egypt was of frogs, a great Tract Society openly an-
nounces as reading for the Sabbath at home, ¢ Fictions
in form, in substance Facts,” eminent ministers are
found writing novels for the *“ Satanie Press,” so-called
Christian women spread the land with their romances
and false tales, and staid religious and evangelical
weeklies which stand as representatives of morality,

religion and orthodoxy, not only adveriize (as a mere
matter of business of course!) Spritualistic sheets,

set for the overthrow of Christianity, but also give reg-
nlar notices of all nevels, light literature and silly
books sent to them, not excepting those allowed by the
courts to be of the most seandalous and worst kind.*
We claim that this irruption of fiction largely increases
vice and crime.

A second cause is intoxicating liguors, all of which
are poisoned with drugs. With the awful inorease in
the manufacture, sale, and use, of these, orime every-
where keeps bold and steady pace. Rev. W. H. H.
Murray, in an address at Music Hall, Boston, March
14, 1869, said, on the subject of erime being aggravated
by the use of intoxicating drinks, that ¢ In New York
State, in 1849, the number commitling orimes while
under the influence of liquor wag thiriy-six thonsand
one hundred and fourteen (36,114). The Sheriff of
Albany county reported the proportion of crimes di-
rectly traceable.to intoxication in his jurisdiction as
eight-tenths. In Duchess county it was four-fifths; in
Erie county, eight-lenths; in Niagara county, three-
fourths; the police justice of Buffalo reported nine-
tenths. In 1848, in the State of Connectiout, the keep-
ers of the prison reported nineiy-one hundredths; in
the eity of Norwich, seventy-five hundredihs. Mass-
chusetts, In one year, sent twelve thousand (12,000)
oriminals to her prisons, and reporied nine thousand
(9,000) directly made such by intemperance. Sir
Matthew Hale, after twenty-four years of observalion
on the bench, said: «If all the murders, manslangh-
ters, burglaries, riots, tumults, adulteries, fornications,
rapes, and other emormities committed in England,
were represented by flve parts, at least four paris
would, beyond dispute, be direcily due to intemper-
ance.” Mr. Murray did not give one-half the dismal
picture of rum’s doings, and yet the Boston Advertizer
of March 15, which published this able lecture, in a
leading editorial asserts that «If the alarming picture
of the moral condition of the country drawn by the
Rev. Mr. Murray were true, it would be high time for
the purifying fives to descend and begin their work.”
And they will descend.

In Sweden, the depth of misery and crime caused by
the liquor traffic is s¢ great that the voice of thousands
in alarm is demanding legal and legislative prohibition
of the manufacture of such drinks. In England, the
drunkenness of the masses is frightful to contemplate.
In all England, during the five years ending September,
1867, there were nearly one million eases of arrest for
agsaults and 'disorderly conduet, & vast majority of
them growing out of intoxication. Tn 1862, the num-
ber of drunken persons proceeded against was eighty-
two thousand- one hundred and ninety-six (82,196),
while in the year following it run up to ninety-four
thousand nine hundred and eight (94,908), the jus-
tioes asserting that ‘“‘the returns show a great increase
over the preceding year.”

This snnual increase has not at all diminished, as
proved by the figures of erime in Liverpool in 1868,
where, as already stated, there were twenly-seven
murders, and where, out of sixteen thousand séven
hundred and seventy (16,770) persons arrested for
eriminal offenses, no less than fourteen thousand four
hundred and fifty-one (14,451) were drunk at the time
of arrest, and where the city authorities still report
inebriety increasing, and education and general moral-
ity much less, Indeed, Mr. Robert Baxter, in an
address to the City Missiouary Society of London, de-
clared that the abundant ivducements to eriminal pleas-
ures and ‘‘drinking ’ were the main causes of all the
misery that was daily witnessed in London and in the
conntry; and a member of Parliament is responsible
for saying that the yearly expense to England for the
use and disastrons effects of intoxicating drinks is es-
timated to amount to five hundred million dollars.

In this country the figures are still more saddening
and frightful. In 1850 the value of the spirituous
and malt liquors produced in the United States was
twenty-one and a half millions of dollars ($21,500,
000). In 1860 this sum had nearly doubled, it being
forty-one and a half millions ($41,500,000}. Only
seven years later, in 1867, the number of gallons of
intoxicating liquors manufactured amounted to two
hundred.and forty millions ($240,000,000,) or about

*3ee The Advance, of March 25, 1860, a8 proof.
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six gallons per year o each and every man, woman
and child in the United States. In this last brief in-
terval of years the distilleries had increased from one
"thousand one hundred and ninety-three (1,193) in 1860,
to three thousand (3,000) in 1867. These drugged and
damnable liquids, together with others imported, were,
it is well known, according to the report of Commis-
gioner Wells, made out from the sworn returns sent
in to him, sold at reteil during the year, for the gigan-
tic sum of ome billion, four hundred and eighty-three
millions, four hundred and ninety-one thousand,
eight hundred and sixty-five dollars,} ($1,483,491,-
865.) Such being the sum expended for drinks of
this kind in a single year ending June 30, 1867, we
have here in part the secret of the Age of Murder;
the horrible figures and facts which underlie the Car-
nival of orime with which the whole land is being
flooded and desolated. Indeed, the New York Tribune
of November 18, 1868, goes further, and makes the
yearly loss to the whole country by the use and abuse
of intoxicating drinks to be cqual to ‘‘two billions,
two bundred and fifty millions of dollars, ($2,250,000,-
000,) or considerably more than the interest-bearing
portion of the national debt.” Have the people in this
land looked these figures in the face?

As the result of this general drunkenness, Hall’s
Journal of Health a few years since, stated that of six
thousand (6,000) persons tried in one year before the
New York Court of Sessions, only niuety-four (£ ¢., one
in gixty-three), were sober when arrested. Senator
Henry Wilson recently declared in public thet we have
now five hundred thousand (500,000) drunkards in
the country; and Mr. Murray, whose address is al-
ready quoted from, with a terrible earnestness, de-
clares: ¢ Bear me witness if I exaggerate when I say
that the country is rapidly becoming oNE vAST GROG-
sHop, to which half & million of its youth are yearly
introduced, and over whose threshold sixty thousand
are annaslly carted to a drunkard's grave.” With
these facts before us it is easy to see that a desperate
and fearful struggle is at hand. Will the Christian-
ity of this age, the moral conscience of the country,
meet and defeat this tidal wave of hell? We shall
gee. Thus far, heedless of law, careless of death or
the judgment, bidding defiance to all restraint, and all
appeal,—orime, murder, and drunkenness, stalk right
on, bold and impudent, mooking all hope of reform or
of better days,—the gospel of Jesus being powerless,
and the Christianity of the age being impotent to stay
their cereer even in the most favored, enlightened, and
Christian lands. These are not the ages of darkness;
nor are we writing of heathen lands, such as India,
where Archdeacon Jeffries declares that ¢ for every
person truly converted to Christianity the drinking
practices of the English have made fully a thousand
drunkards,” but of countries whose united ministry
would perhaps reach a hundred thousand, and where
Bibles are as thick as the green leaves of summer.
If these things be done in the green tree, what shall
be done in the dry? Alas, man is every day proving
himself incapable of governing the earth, and the
great want of the times is ‘“another king, one Jesus,”
to rule the world in visible splendor and righteous-
ness.

It is our solemn conviction that this Carnival of
Crime, this Age of Murder, this sad era, when a
country of nearly forty millions of free and enlight-
ened people has become one vast grog-shop, this over-
flowing wickedness of the careless multitudes, is the
predicted iniguity which, in the waning years of {ime,
was to come to it full tide, not only as proceeding
from the depravity of human nafure, but also from
the increased activity and intense anger of Satan,
who is the prince of this kingdom of darkness;—and
that the Iast days, with all their foretold deluge of evil,
are upon the world, and that the coming of the Lord
is very near. And it is our deliberate opinion that
the erimes of this last age are provoking the moat tex-
rific divine judgments on cities and countries, and that

£ The amount received from ssles of cigars. tobacco, and sundries,
fnecluded in theso returns, is doubtless fully balanced by the cost of
the liquors purchased by % of wholesale doalers, and also
by the amonnts sold secrolly and not roported to the ernment,
Government licenses are issued to 129,820 liquor establishments, ons
to every forty-five familics in the country: or enough if they wore
allowed a frontage of twenty feet each, to form a solid yow of build-
ings more ;nm'{vz miles long, fartler than from Boston to Wash-
ington by New York and Philadelphia. Seo “¥zw Savep,” p. 41.

before long there will be such calamities and oa-
tastrophes in the carth as will cause the ears of men
to tingle when they hear the tale.” The Judge hes
said, ““As it was in the days of Noeh so shall it be
in the day when the Son of Man is revealed;” and in
Noah’s time, just anterior to the world’s destruction,
not only was man’s heart given to continual sin and
evil, but this inward evil overflowed until ¢“the whole
earth was filled with violence.” Gen. vi. .

And while there remains for the pure and the good,
one ‘“blessed hope,” namely, the personal coming of
Jesus to the everlasting joy of ell who love his ap-
pearing, there waits for the impenitené, the prayer-
less, and the persistently wicked, the nearing Judg-
ment Throne, the sentence, Pepart, and the fiery lake.
In view of these things we ery to the child of God,
Stand fast! and in the ears of drunken and bloody
men, proclaim God’s law, “Thou shalt not kill;”
““Wo unto him that putteth the bottle to his neigh-
bor's lips and maketh him dranken;” ¢ No drunkard
shall inherit the kingdom of God;” “No murderer
hath eternal life in him;’ ¢““but murderers shall have
their part in the lake of fire, which is the second
death.”

Thus saith God: Repext!

TERRIBLE RECORD OF A MONTH.

“The curie devoureth the enrth.”~-There i3 rorrow on the sea,
it eannot be quiet,"—“The wholo creation groaneth and travaileth
in pain.”'

Frox Sept. 6 to Oct. 6, 1869, desdrves to be re-
membered as & month of extraordinary events. A
mere glance at some of them is sufficient to show that
earth is greatly disquieied on account of sin—oreation’
groans for the promised deliveranoe—the times are
perilous—and God hath a controversy with the na-
tions. '

On Monday, Sept. 6, ““one of the most frightful
colliery disasters that it has ever been the painful lot
of American journals to put on record,” occurred at the
Avondale mine in Plymouth, Pa. One hundred and
ten persons lost their lives; the widows and orphans
bereft number ‘“not less then one hundred and sixty-
eight,” and a generous public have been called upon
to raise meens for the relief of those thus suddenly
left destitute of support.

Sept. 8 brought *the great gale” on the Atlantio
const. ¢ No gale approaching it in severity has been
witnessed in this city for the past thirty years,” says
the Boston Journal. Such a storm has not ocourred
here *“since the great gale of 1815, says the Provi-
dence Press.  Several lives were lost, a number of ves-
sels were wrecked, and an ‘“immense destruction of
property” took place. The damage done to the ship-
ping and buildings in the Eastern Navy Yard alone,
amounts to $£30,000—of which Boston comes in for &
share of $9,000.

Sept. 12, a tornade in New Braunfels, Texag, last-
ing only about a minute, ‘killed two persons, fatally
injured three, and more or less hurt thirty or forty
others, besides teering thirty or forty houses to at-
oms,” and killing cattle and fowls.

Telegrams from Great Britain and the Continent, of
Sept. 12 to 18, say, “A fearful hurricane has swept
over the north of France, causing much damage to the
crops and property.” Telegraph wires were pros-
trated; and it is estimated that 120 vessels were
wrecked, and geveral hundred seaman injured.

Good judges estimate the damage done to wheat
alone, by the great storme throughout the State of
Minnesota, to be not less than five million bushels,
while two-thirds of the hay crop is worthless. ‘

Wall sireet, in New York, on Friday and Saturday,
Sept. 24 and 25, was a gcene of excitement such as is
seldom witnessed even among gold speculators—in
fact *“the excitement was without parallel among gold
dealers on the Continent.” The price of gold ad-
vanced from 185 to 165, when the bubble burst, ¢ for-
tunes vanished, speculators were ruined,” and an in-
sane asylum received at least one more inmate. ¢ Prob-’
ably the entire average amount of gold which could be
raked together from all the vaults and tressure-hidings
of that city, would not resch twenty millions,” says
the Congregationalist; and yet, during the excitement,

there wus the pretense of the sale of four or five hun-
dred millions of gold, whick shows that ‘“the whole
business of selling gold and stocks, a8 now carried en
there, is as purely gambling and swindling as are the
transactions of the avowed gambling saloons.”

At the State Fair at Indianapolig, Tnd., Friday, Oct.
1, a boiler attached to a saw-mill had just been fired
up for a test with another machine, when it exploded,
killing twenty-seven persons and wounding nearly
sixty,—several of whom it is feared will die. Five
horses were also killed.

On Sunday and Monday, Oct. 8 and 4, a terrible
storm of wind and rain swept over many of the States,
and gsome of the British Possessions, drowning thou-
sands of cattle and sheep, sweeping off in the swollen
streams, bridges, houses, lumber, crops, and people—
for not s few lives were lost. Telegraph wires have
been broken, railroad tracks gullied out, traveling
impeded in all directions, and millions on millions
of property taken away as it were with s stroke. Re-
ports of the fearful disasters are daily coming in.

Larthquakes and voloanic eruptions also have been

“in divers places.” ¢Colino has been blazing iu
Mexico, enother voleano is smoking in Costa Rica,
and the old mountain furnaces of South America are
not silent, Quito ig in imaminent danger, and great
alarm exists along the whole coast. Three shocks oc-
curred Sept. 17, at St. Thomas; and Etna is reported, by
cable dispalch, to be again in a state of serious eruption,
ond throwing out lava.” A dispatch from Fillmore,
Utah, dated Oot. 1, says: ¢ At ten minutes to 7 o’clock
this evening a violent shock of earthquake was felt
here. Tt is said to have heen the most violent
shock that has been felt in this part of .Utah since iis
first settlement. The shock and trembling sltogether
lasted two minutes.” ‘
. We will gay nothing of thefts, burglaries, and mur-
ders, which are of every-day ocourrence, but when
have so many hesvy bank robberies, ‘“defaleations,”
and business ¢“irregularities” been reported within
the same space of time? Look where you will, and
earth, ses, and society, are apparently in s state of un-
rest. France has been shaken to her centre by the
illness of Napoleon—not knowing what his desth
would bring forth, should it occur while the Prince
Imperial is in his minority. The interestin the Pope’s
Eoumenical Council, appointed for December 8, has been
inoreased by various circnmstances, not the least of
whioh is, the defection of the renowned Pere Hyacinthe
of Paris. Spain is unsettled, Cube still in a state of
insurrection, and “‘unusual bustle and sctivity ™ pre-
vail in the United States Navy yards—having an eye
probably to Spanish affairs.

We know not what a few weeks will bring forth in
the Ilast or West. As we have seen, the last month
has brought events—startling, unusual, and terrible,
—but who heeds them? In the race to be rich, the
whirl of pleasure, and the excitement of sin, theve is
little pause to listen to the voice of the Almighty in
his mercy or judgments. Men may be startled for a
moment by-the earthquake’s tread, the sweep of the
tidal wave, the fatal sccident, the fury of the wind
from the fists of Jehovah, or the wasting rainstorm,
but in the rush to repair damages, to travel by steam,
and talk by lightning, who heeds the cry, ‘“‘PrrRranz
70 MEET THY Gov?” As forces on the battle-fleld
trample on the dying and dead in the excitement of
the conflict, 80 de earth’s inhabitants press onward in
sin and worldly business, regardless of passing events!

But it will not be always so. The day of the Lord
cometh ! —¢3a day of wrath, s day of trouble and dis-
tress, a day of wesleness and desolation, a day of
darkness and gloominess, & day of clouds and thick
darkness.” Earth has never yet witnessed the like.
Through the telescope of revelation we see .it—in the
light of prophecy we behold it. It comes apace. It
is “the day of Judgment and perdition of ungodly
men.” Men will then be compelled to psuse and sc-
knowledge the hand of God—but it will be too late.
Happy they who will be hidden ¢in the day of the
Lord’s snger.” Reader, are you ready? ¢ DBelieve
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,”’—
Advent Herald,
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WATCHING THE SACRIFIOE.

Waex Abraham asked a token of the Lord that he
should actually inherit the land, he was bidden to offer
a certajn sacrifice. He made the offering as directed,
but no signs of God’s acceptance appeared. What did
Abraham do? Did he become weary of wailing on
God? Did he say that he had done what he could,
and that it availed nothing? That he was disconraged
to find no response, and that he should never act in
that manner again? Far from it. He had eutered
upon something worth all that it could cost, and that
wos sure to bring the wished for result, if he conld
only wait long enough.

The sacrifice needed watohiug. Abroham needed
just exootly the task of doing that watching. He
spent a whole day in doing it. For the vision in which
God conversed with him, was in the night season, as
shown by the fact that Abraham was taken forth
abroad, i. e., out of doors, to see the stars. When the
vision ended, we may safely conclude that Abraham
immediately prepared and offered the sacrifice. But
it was not till the going down of the sun that the de-
sired token was granted. So the whole live long day
Abraham watohed his sacrifice and waited for the hand
of God to appear. See this remarkable story in Gen. xv.

What a lesson for our admonition. God bids us to
present ourselves, and all that we have, a living sacrifice
to him, Perhaps we make the sacrifice. Whoever is
soundly converted, must do this very thing in order
that God may thus accept him. . But how few, having
made this surrender of self to God, do thenceforward
watoh the sacrifice to see that it is ot removed from the
altar. How fow, alas, do not rob the aliar with their
own hands. Having onoe given all to God, they break
their solemn vows, and take back, piece by piece, what
they had solemnly devoted to God. '

Congider Abraham watching his sacrifice through
weary hours. There was & man faithful with God.
But how few have the spirit that was in him. “If ye
were Abraham’s obildren, ye would do the works of
Abraham.” John viii, 39.

1t is ours to make the unreserved surrender of all to
God. It is bis to reward our sacrifice. But it is for
' ns to wait his time. The time our God appoints is
best. The waiting is for our benefit, not for the Lord’s.
We shall wait not one moment heyond what is strictly
necessary. But who of us shall thus prove our fidelity
Who of us shall receive for our reward the things which
God hath prepared for him that waiteth forhim? Isa.
xiv, 4. )

THE POWER OF EXAMPLE.

‘Our example tells upon our fellow-men with a power
which cdn never be fully estimated. Wé aot before
them either in good deeds or in evil ories. OQur actions
are rightly held as the real index to our oharacter.
They show what we are. They give evidence whether
we are living for God or for self. They show whether
we really estoem thils world or the next. They deelare
to cur fellow-men which we haVe niost 4t heart, the
pleasures of sin or the cross of Christ.

Most professors of religion exert a deadly influence
upon all around them. Their lack of interest in the
onusge of Chyist gives the lie to their proféssion of love
for him.. Their careless, worldly lives bear testimony
to the faot that they love the world and not the Father.
They do not recommend the religion of Christ. They
do constautly dishonor and reproach that worthy name
by the which they are called. . To be & Christian is to
walk as Christ walked: Yet his professed :followers
dare to walk-in sin and folly while bearing his name
- and claiming to be his diseiples. . They thus aocomplish,
' in the canse of Satan, by making the world believe
i that thore is no reality in religion, an amount of injury

that they could hardly have caused in the open service
of Satan. The day of Judgment will astonish the
careless, ense-loving, lukewarm Christians when they
soe the amount of evil that they have wrought in their
lives. Our Lord characterizes them justly as workers
of iniquity, and bids them depart from him.

There are a few out of the great mass of professed
Christians whose lives adorn the doctrine of Christ.
They exhibit in their conduct the excellence of our
holy religion. Every such person is a powerful
preacher of righteousness. They may have no com-
mand of langnage; they may be unable to express in
words the deep emotion of their hearts, but God puts
in their actions a tongue that can speak with command-
ing eloquence.

How self-forgetfulness and disinterested benevolence
will commend themselves even to a selfish world. How
honesty, integrity, and trath, will shine in the midst
of the dense moral darkness that covers our world.
How the returning of good for evil will attest, even to
o sinful man, the reality of Christ's religion. How
the spirit of forgiveness toward our euemies, and of
patience and long-suffering toward those who despite-
fully use us, will couse men to admire the excellence
of true piety. Finally, how excellent is the religion
of the Bible. How powerful is our example for good
or avil. Who of us are ready to meet our own exam-
ples, and toreceive their consequenoes inthe Judgment?

WORTHY OF NOTICE.
-

Tur following, from 2 Esdras ii, 33-48, is worthy of
particular attention. Itisa description of the same per-
sons that John saw in Rev. viiand xiv. I quote with
a few words of paraphrase thrown into brackets:

1 Esdras received a charge of the Lord upon the
mount Oreb, that I should go unto Israel; but when I
came unto them, they set me at naught, and despised
the commandments of the Lord. And.therefore I say
unto you, O ye heathen, [i. e, the Gentiles,] that hear
and understand, look for your Shepherd, [see Heb.
xiii, 20; 1 Pet. v, 4,] he shall give you everlasting rest;
[see Matt. xi, 29;7 for he is nigh at hand, that shall
come in the end of the world. Be ready to the reward
of the kingdom, for the everlasting light shall shine
npon yon forevermore. [Isa.lx, 19, 20; Rev. xxij,
5.] Flee the shadow of this world, receive the joyful-
ness of your glory. I testify my Savionr openly. Oh!
receive the gift thatis given you, and be glad, giving
thanks unto him that hath called you to the heavenly
kingdom. Arise up and stand, behold the number
[144,000] in [margin ‘for’] the feast of the Lord; [i. ¢.,
the marriage supper;] which are departed from the
shadow of the world, and have reccived [past tense,
for the future] glorious garments of the Lord. The
number of thy children, whom thou longedst for is ful-
filled; beseech the power of the Lord, that thy people
whioh have been called from the beginning may be
hallowed. I Esdras saw upon the Mount Sion, [see
Rev. xiv, 1,] & great peoplo whom I could not cumber,
and they all praiged the Lord with songs. And in the
midst of them there wasa young man of ahigh stature,
taller than all the rest, and upon every one of their
heads he set crowns, and was more exalted; which I
marveled at greatly. So [ asked the angel, and said,
Sir, what are these? He answered and said unto me,
These be they that have put off the mortal clothing,
and put on the immortal, [7. ¢, they have been changed
from mortality to immortality,] and have confessed the
name of God ; now are they crowned and reocive palms.
Then said I unto the angel, What young person is it
that crowneth them, and giveth them palms in their
hands? So he answered and said unto me, It is the
Son of God whom they have confessed in the world.
Then began I to commend them that stood so stifly for
the name of the Lord. Then the angel said unto me,
Go thy way, and tell my people what manner of things
and how great'wonders of the Lord thy God, thou hast
seeén.”

To ghow us the worth of time, God, most liberal of
all other things, is exceedingly frugal in dispensation

-of that; for he never gives us two moments together,
‘nor grants ns a sccond till he has withdrawn the first.

BRIEF THOUGHTS CONCERNING LIFE
AND DEATH.

ADAM’S OBITUARY.

“ Axp all the days that Adam lived, were nine hun-
dred and thirty years; and he died.” Gen. v, 5.

How very expressive this brief notice of the death
of the first man. He lived almost one thousand years;
he ceased to live longer. Death closed the scene. The
man who sinned against God in eating of the tree of
knowledge, now experionced the penalty of the law,
and turned to dust. He had lost Paradise by sin. Now
ho suffers death as the penalty of transgression, It is
oertain, therefore, that death cannot restore man to Par-
adise, for it is the wages of sin. How appropriate is
the brief statement of Moses concerning the death of
Adam. How evident that he did not think the real
Adam still alive.

THE OBITUARIES OF GEN. V.

This chapter gives a completo list of the ancestors
of Noah. The record states in each case the number of
years that the patriarchs lived, and each record closes
with these expressive words, *AND ux p1En.” How
little like modern obituaries does this simple record
appear.

But there is one remarkable exception in this list of
patriarchal biographies. One of these men did not
die. Enoch walked with God, and was not, for God
took him. Or, as Paul states it, “Enoch was trans-
lated, that he should not see death; and was notfound,
because God had translated him.” Heb. xi, 5, One
of thege men was taken by God, and thus did not die;
the others were not taken by God to be with him, and so
it is said of each of them, ¢ He died.”” How different
is all this from the present style of obituaries, which
mokes death the gate to endless joy, and dispenses
with the resurrection of the dead, or the translation of
the living, by exempting the real man from death, and
ushering him in the moment of death into Paradise.

‘THE VOICE OF ABEL’8 NLOOD,

When God made inguisition concerning the murder
of Abel, he states the cause of thig inquiry to be that
Abel’s blood cried to him from the ground. That is,
the sight of that innocent blood reminded the just Judge
of the earth that punishment for this crime was de-
manded. - Abel was a martyr of that same kind brought
to view in Rev. vi. DBecause these persons are repre-
sented ag souls under the altar, erying to God for ven-
geance npon their persecutors, many persons suppose
that they are alive, under an altar in Heaven, asking
God to punish their enemies, who, by killing them, had
ushered them into the presence of Gtod, where there is
fullness of joy. Now here is Abel, slain under the same
circumstances with themselves. What was it that cried
to God for vengeance upon Cain? was it his immortal
soul in the bliss of Paradise that cried for Cain’s pun-
ishment? By no means. It was thesight of his inno-
cent blood that thus appealed to God for the infliction
of justice. But had it been true that the real Abel was
alive and standing in the presence of God, personally
demanding the punishment of Cain, God would not
have said the blood of Abel cries from the ground, but
Abel himself, in my presence, declares your crime, and
demands your punishment.

But in what a revolting light would this place Abel.
Yet it is the very position that orthodoxy assigns to all
the martyrs. How much more just the view that the
martyrs beneath the altar were thns presented becanse
their lives had been offered upon it, and that it was
the sight of their blood thus offered that demanded
vengeance from God, and not the personal wish, or
prayer, of the martyrs. Stephen prayed, as he was dy-
ing from the murderous assault of his enemies, ¢ Lord,
lay not thissin to their charge.” Actsvii; 60. Ifhe could
say such things in the agonies of a violent death, it is
indeed incredible that so soon as he was ushered into
the bligs of Heaven, he began lo pray for vengeance
upon his murderers. It was the blood of Abel, and
not Abel in person, that cried to God for vengeance.

THE LIFE I8 IN THE BLOCD.

Such i¢ the teaching of God to Noah (Gen. ix, 4),
and such the language of the law of Moses. Lev. xvii,
11, 14. This is far from indicafing that man haganim-
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mortal nature. Nothing is more susceptible of putrefac-
tion than the blood. It is the immediate sufferer from
the bad habits of man, Itis capable of being filled with
deadly poison. Indeed, it hag in itgelf the seeds of
death. .

When it i# gaid that without the shedding of blood is
no remission (Heb, ix, 22), it is with direct reference
to the fast that the blood represents the life, and that
sioners who have forfeited their lives to the law of God,
cannot be pardoned without the laying down of a life
that the law could accept.

The church of Rome, not perceiving the point that
it is the life which the law is after in demanding blood,
and, perhaps, withal, willing to pervert the truth in
order to make gain of godliness, tenches that one drop
of Christ’s blood was suflicient to redeem the world;
but he shed it all, so that the church could have the
overplus to use in the sale of indulgences. Such is
the perversity of man’s fallen nature, that there are
more persous, probably, to-day, who choose to buy in-
dulgences out of the pope’s treasury, than to accept a
free pardon of all their sins from Jesus Christ. Per-
haps this is not, after all, so strange when we consider
that Christ only pardons on condition that men leave
off to sin; but in the other case, it is money, and not
genuine repentance that constitutes the condition of ac-
ceptance.

THE OBITUARIES OF ABEAHAM'S ANCESTORS.

The life of Noah closes with the very same form of ex-
pression that is used in the case of all his ancestors.
¢«And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and
fifty years; and he died.” @en. ix, 29. But from
Noah’s time to Terah, the father of Abraham, this form
of expression is dropped. Eight generations intervene
between Noah and Terah. The record of their lives is
given in Gen. xi. The form of expression in the case
of each is the same. BEach man is said to live a cer-
tain number of yearg prior to the birth of his son.
Then he is said to live & cerlain number of years afier
that event, Such is the form used by Moses in this
most ooncise style of biography. And how expressive
is this continued silence respecting man’s translation
to Paradise by the act of dying. The period of life
is given, and every (hing indicates that at the expira-
tion of that period they ceased to live. Beyond all
doubt this is the exact truth.

In the case of Terah, the father of Abraham, al-
most the same form of expression is nsed as in the
record of Noah and hig aucesiors. Gen. xi, 32, “And
the days of Terah were two hundred and five yoears;
and Terah died in Haran.” How siguificant are these
brief obituaries, These men lived so many years, and
then died, ¢. ¢., censed to live longer. One man did
not die, because God took him. That is the whole story.
All died but ome. Call death what you will, it is a
plain declaration of the Holy Spirit, that in death
there ig no remembrance of God. Ps. vi, 5. Soit is
certain that the righteous among these ancient patri-
archs are not now praising God. Ps. oxv, 17. And
such of them as died in sin are not now suffering pun-
ishment. They are silent in sheol, waiting for the
decision of the Judgment. Job xxi, 20, 80; Ps. xxxi,
17; 2 Pet. ii, 9.

THE DEATH OF HARAN.

“And Haran died before his father Terah, in the
land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees.” Gen. xi,
28. Inthese days it is nothing unusual for children
to die before their parents. In fact, a very large por-
tion of all the children do thus die. But such was not
the case in ancient times, when the lives of men were
simpler, and their habits less destructive to health.
Here is the first express mention of the death of an in-
dividual while his father yet lived, and even he did
not die till mature life. The Holy Spirit places this
on record iu a manner to call our attentien to it.

Lamech’s case furnishes a partial exccption among
the antediluvian patriarchs, as he, at the age of seven
hundred and seventy-seven, died five years before Me-
thuselah. And Noah and 8hem, as antedilnvian patri-
archs, outlive their immediate posterity after the flood.
Noah did not outlive his son Shem, but did outlive Pe-
leg, the fifth in descent from bimself. Shem outlived

dred and fifty, Peleg outlived his son Reu, and Nahor
outlived Terah, bat, in each case, this is the result of
the great shortening of life to the entire race of man
after the flood. The case of Haran seems to be prop-
erly the first instance of & man dying in the prime of
life, of which we have any knowledge. But in these
days, a vast proportion die in childhood; and of those
that survive this period, by far the larger part die in
what should be the midst of their days. It is not
God’s mysterions providence, but the unaccountable
folly of mankintl, that thus makes it true of o many,
that they do not live out half their days.

THE S8HORTENING OF HUMAN LIFE,

The sbridgement of the period of human life pre-
sonts some things worthy of notice. The first great
abridgement was in the first generation after Noah.
He lived nine huudred and fifty years. But Shem,
who wag born after Noah wag five bundred years old,
only lived six hundred years. Here the life of man
was shortened over one-third, In the next generation
the duration ef life was cut down about one-third
again, i. e, from six hundred years to about four hun-
dred. Arphaxad lived four hundred and thirty-eight
years. The next generation, as represented by Salah,
lived four hundred and thirty-three years. The next,
ag represented by Eber, four hundred and sixty-four.
Then it is cut down almost one-half. Peleg, the son of
Eber, lived two hundred and thirly-nine years. His
son, Reu, lived two hundred and thirly-nine yoars.
Serug, his son, lived two hundred and thirty years.
Terah lived only one hundred and forty-eight years.
Then the next generation rallies and recovers the pe-
riod of two hundred years, Terah, the son of Nahor,
lived itwo hundred and five years. It is remarkable
that none after him are reoorded to have lived two
hundred years. See this interesting record in Gene-
sis xi. .

It is something worthy of our notice how life was
thus abridged by successive acts. Each considerable
abatement is in every case final. What is lost thus is
never recovered. How brief is human life now com-
pared with the two hundred and five years of Terah.
Yot it is long enough for us to make sure of immortal-
ity. Thank God for this brief and fleeting life.

>

THOUGHTS ABOUT CONVERSION.

My experience teaches me that many, very many,
persons start out with a very wrong idea of what they
must do to bé converted to God. Frequently, when I
speak to persons who are making some effort to become
Christians, and ask them why they do not do this or
that duty, why they do not pray, or confess Christ
publicly, or be baptized, or something of the kind,
they say, “I am not fit to do it.”” Then what do they
intend to do? Why, they expect to walt till, by their
own efforts, they become good enough to perform these
duties acceptably to God. They realize that they have
been ginners in the past; that they have displeased
God and done wickedly. They feel as though God
would not hear such person’s pray; so they propose
to wait before they call upon him, and reform their
lives, aud become as near like Christians as they can
in other respects. When they have made themselves
pretty good in their own eyes, then they expeet to call
upon God, and that he will then listen to them.

Now what is all this? Nothing but a struggle of the
carnal mind, and the old man, to keep itself alive. It
is an effort to dress one’s self up in his own righteous-
ness, and then expect that God will forgive his few
sins because he is pretty good in so many respects. Is
this the way to seek God? Is this the way the Bible
points out for sinmers to be converted and cleansed
from ging? Far from it. This is just the way to de-
ceive one’s self and make damnation sure. This is the
way to build up a cold, human self-righteousness,
which has no Christ, no salvation, no true repentance.
This is a sad and awful mistake to make; yet it is one
that I fear is frequently made. Christ is the sinners’s
only hope. No other way can be found to pardon, and
to the favor of God.

The case stands like this: We have sinned, polluted
ourselves with wicked deeds, and stained our charac-

his own son, and even lived till Abraham was one hun-

ters with iniquity. In the sight of God we stand guilty,

all polluted and condemned for those sins already com-
mitted. In the book of God these sins stand to our
account. Now suppose we do stop sinning; suppose
we do not commit any more wicked deeds; suppose we
do reform our lives so as to pass for very good persons.
Does this make us any more innocent in the sight
of God? Are we any less sinners than we were be-
fore? Not in the least. All these same sins stand
against us, and will stand there till the day of Judg-
ment, unless oleansed away by the blood of Christ.
Now what shall we do in this case? The very first
thing for the penitent sinner to do, isto go to God and
humbly confess all his sins. Then look to Christ and
ask pardon of all his sins for Jesus’ sake. - He must
not expect pardon simply because he has stopped sin-
ing, because he has reformed his life, or becaunse he
feels very bad for his sins. He must not expect par-
don for any of these things; but he must seek for it
and expeot it, wholly and only, because Jesus has died
for him. There is a fountain opened for sin and un-
cleanness, the fountain of Christ’s precious blood.
With this he must be cleansed from his gins. This is
that which will bring the blessing of God. This sal-
vation js without money and without price. It is free
for all. Yet, strange to tell, the poor sinner does not
like to accept it. He will do everything rather than to
throw himself upon the mercy of God, and the love of
Jesus.- He wants to fix up something thai he can do
himself, so as in some manner to claim pardon for his
sins, because of something that he has done. - But this
will never do. The carnal heart must die. Christ
alone must be all in all; he alone must have the praise
and glory of every sinner’s salvation. Hence the very
first thing for every one to do is to call upon God for
mercy, and believe in Jesus Christ for the remission of
his sins. D. M. Canticur.
Stgourney, Towa.

THE CLOSING MESSAGES.—NO. 12.

Tuar the kingdoms of the earth are not the Babylon
of the book of Revelation, is evident from several
considerations.

1. Bhe is the great city that “reigneth over the
kings of the ecarth.” The beast, upon which the wo-
mau wa$ seated, represents the kingdoms of the di-
vided empire of Rome. Surely, the woman is not iden-
tical with the beast upon which she rides. DBut let
Babylon represent the apostate church, as she was
from the sixth to the sixteenth century, controlling
the kings of Europe, and, through them, shedding the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus, and how sirikingly true
is the application of the figure!

2. Babylon commits fornication with the kings of
the earth. ¢ The kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her.” Then she is distinet from those
kings. But the professed church, nominally espoused
to Christ, compromises the pure doctrines of the gos-
pel, lowering the standard of the truth, and mixing
Christian dootrines with heathenism, to secure the pat-
ronage of kings, to exalt herself as a queen, and to
crush, by bloody persecution, all that refuse to go
down with her in her aposiasy, but remain loyal and
true to Christ and the gospel—when applied to such a
one, how true the representation. Otherwise, the fig-
ure has no aptness.

3. Add to the foregoing the fact that when the
plagues come, which are emphatically the plagues of
Babylon, ¢ the kings of the earth, who have comunit-
ted fornication and lived deliciously with her, ghall be-
wail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the
smoke of her burning, standing afar off for fear of her
torment,” and the point.is fully established that Baby-
lon is distinot from the civil governments of the world.

It has been held by some that the city of Rome was
this Babylon, and that the literal destruction of that
city by fire, would be the fall of Babylon. Itisthought
that the text: ¢ The seven heads are seven mountains,
on-which the woman sitteth,”” proves that the woman
is the city of Rome, situated on her seven literal hills,
But the seven heads are not literal mountains, In
chap. xiii, we read that one of theso beads received a
deadly wound by a sword and was healed. This was
not a literal mountain, but one of the forms of govern-
ment of the Roman empire—the papal form received
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a death-wound end was healed. 'That the heads are
governments and not hills, is further evident from the
crowns that were seen npon them; and, farther still,
from the fact that they are successive, only one of
them existing at a time. Whiting literally translates
the text, ‘“The seven heads are seven mountains on
which the woman siiteth, and they [the monntains] are
seven kings.”” The heads and the mountains then are
two sets of symbols to represent the kings or ecivil
governments over which the woman rules; even as
the “*woman” and that great ¢ city ” are two symbols
of the eeclesiastical power ¢ which reigneth over the
kings of the earth.” Of these governments it ig said,
“Five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not
yet come.”” Apply this to the oity of Rome at the
time indicated in the prophecy, and she was standing
on a single bill, five had tumbled down, the sixth she
then occupied, and the seventh was still to be thrown
up by some future voleanic eruption.

Rome was the literal seat of that government which
was symbolized a8 the beast. When the civil govern-
ment of Rome was changed from its Pagan to its Papal
form, it i said that “the dragon gave him his power,
and his seat.” All know that the seat of this govern-
ment was Rome; and that the civil power once exer-
cised there by pagan emperors, was afterward wielded
by the popes. The seat of the beast and the woman
. that sits upon the beast cannot be identical. Hence
the woman is not the city of Rome. :

But the people of God are called out of Babylon
that they may escape her plagues. Are they chiefiy
in the city of Rome? But they are in Babylon after
her. fall is announced. Now, if Rome is Babylon, and
her fall is the destructicn of that city, then the peo-
ple of God will be found in her, even after she shall
be “utterly burned with five.”

Thus the folly of every false view of the snbject is
readily seen, when we apply the various specifications
given; but when we take the right view, every por-
tion of the prophecy will sustain it. The prophecy is
infallible in all its parts; and when we find an object
to which every specification perfectly applies, we have
arrived at an infallible conclusion.

R. F. CorrrELL,

VERMONT STATE CONFERENCE.
Seventh Annual Session,

PursvaNT to call of Committee, published in Re-
visw, Sept. 14, 1869, the Vermont State Conference
assembled at Enosbnrgh, Vt., Oct. 7, 1869, at 9 A, M.
Owing to limited attendance on account of recent
storm and freshet, adjourned until Friday, Oct. 8, at
9a. M

Meeting called to order by the President.
by Bro. A. Stone.

Voted, That brethren present, in good standing in
the churches to which they belong, be invited to par-
ticipate in the deliberations of this Conference.

Report of the last session read and approved. Re-
ports of churches called for and read.

Voted, That a committee of five on Nominations be ap-
pointed by the Chair; and H. Bingham, A. Stone, E.
Kellogg, M. Geuld, and D. Wilcox, were appointed.

Voted, That an Auditing Committee of six be ap-
pointed by the Chair. Brn, H. Bingham, W. L. Cross,
D. Wilcox, E. Kellogg, M. Gould, and F. Gould, were
appointed said committee. :

After some time spent in discussing matters pertain-
ing to the church at Bast Richford, adjourned until 2
P. M.

Asgembled at the hour.
Hutehins.

The following preamble and resolutions, were pre-
gented and unanimously adopted.

Whereas, The church at East Richford, have, in op-
position to the counsel and advice of Bro. A. C. Bour-
deau, President of this Conference, and the judgment
of the other members of the Exeoutive Committe, com-
menced to erect & house of worship, more expensive
than, in. the judgment of the Committee, their wants
require, or their pecuniary ability would warrant;
therefore,

Resolved, That the counsel and advice thus given
should have been honored and heeded, that the inter-

ests of the oause would thus have been advanced, and
union and harmony in the body thereby promoted..

Prayer

Prayer by Bro. A. 8.

Resolved, That we will aid by our means in finishing
the house, as the interesis of the cause may seem to
demand, and as the Executive Committes may advise,
and that the church be allowed to retain one-half, or
more, of their s. B. pledges for the present year, as
the Executive Committee may direct.

The Nominating Committee presented the names of A.
C. Bourdeau for President, N. Oroutt, Secretary, and
W. 1. Cross, Treasurer, which nominations were rati-
fied by the Conference. A. C. Bourdean, L. Bean, and
N. Orcui, were appointed Executive Committee.

Report of Secretary called for, read and acoepted.
Adjourned until Oot. 10, 8} A, .

Met pursnant to adjournment. Prayer by Bro. N.
Orcutt. Reports of ministers and licentiates called
for, and the following brethren responded: A. Stone,
A. 8. Hutchins, A. C. Bourdeau, and N. Oreutt.

The following preambles and resolutions were unan-
imously adopted by the Conference.

NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE,

Whereas, It is suggested, and seems reasonable fo
believe, that it might be subservient to the interests
and advancement of the cause of truth in the Eastern
States and Canada, to concentrate our strength in the
organization of a New England Conference, therefore,

Resolved, That should 8 meeting at any time be
called to effect the organization of such a Conference,
the several churches within the limits of this Confer-
ence shall represent themselves by delegate or letter
to said meeting, and we will conform to the result of
the deliberations of such meeting, respecting the
dizorganization of the Vermont State Conference, and
any other arrangement which may by it be made.

NEW ENGQLAND CAMP-MEETING.

Whereas, Our hearts were cheered and encouraged,
by witnessing the interest manifested by the brethren
and sisters in Vermont in aitending the New England
Camp-meeting, and by the privileges enjoyed with
those of like faith during the meeting; therefore,

Resolved, That we would express our gratitude fo
God for the plain, pointed testimonies and rich lessons
of instruction from the lips of hiz faithful servants,
reminding us of the obligations resting upon us, of
the dangers which threaten, as well as of the strong
arm out-stretched to snecor and save; and while, in
this, we acknowledge the goodness of God, we will
strive to improve and profit by the warnings, admoni-
tions, and instructions received; and that we extend a
cordial invitation to Bro. and Sr. White, to visit and
favor us with their labors, as the way may open be-
fore them.

FOREIGN MISSIONS,

Resolved, That we wonld express our gratitnde to
our Heavenly Father, for the interest in the present
trath awakened, throngh the instrumentality of Bro.
A. C. Bourdeau, among the French in northern Ver-
mont and Canada, and for the work already accom-
plished among them, and that we pledge our prayers
and hearty co-operation in the work of Foreign Mis-
sions, and that we will aid by our wmeans, as may be
necessary, to carry forward this important bhranch of
the great work in which we are engaged.

The resolutions which were adopted by the General
Conference, May 18, 1869, relative to Spiritual Gifts,
Health Reform, and California Mission, wero nnani-
mously adopted by this Conference.

Voted, That credentials be granted to Brn. A. Stone,

A. B. Hutchins, A. C. Bourdeau, D. T. Bourdeau, and
N. Oreutt, .

Voted, That a license be granted to Bro. L. Bean.

Voted, That the matter of granting licenses to Brn.
D. T. Evans and E. Kellogg, be referred to the Exeou-
tive Committee. : 3

Report of Auditing Committee presented and ac-
cepted.

Adjourned to call of Committee.
A¥TERNOON SESSION.
Mot at call of Committee.
Voted, That the commencment of the finaneial

of this Conference, be changed from June 1 to
ary 1.

Voted, That the proceedings of this Conference be
forwarded to the Review axp Hemanp for publica-
tion.

Adjourned sine die.

oar,
anu-

A. C. Bourpgav, President,
N. Orourr, Secretary.

SmarLL incongistencies destroy the influence of good
men.

THE VERMONT CONFERENCE.

Tmis yearly meeting, whioh was held with the Enos-
burg church, at Bordoville, Vt., had a smeller attend-
ance of brethren and sisters from other cburches than
usual, on account of a very severe storm and freshet
which had just oecurred, and had washed away bridges,
and rendered the roads impassable in many places.
Yet it is with pleasure, and & gocd degree of satisfac-
tion, that we look back to this meeting. The blessing
of God attended in all the deliberations of the Confer-
ence. Freedom was enjoyed in speaking the word by
the preachers; and the prayer and social meetings
were profitable and interesting to nearly all who at-
tended,

On Sabbath, at the cloze of the forencon meeting,
we repaired to a clear and beautiful stream of waler,
where I baptized an American brother in the usual
manner, and three French persons, repeating the
waotds, ¢ Jete baptize aunom du Pere, et du Fils, et du
Saint-Fsprit.” This was truly a refreshing season to all
present.

After preaching in the afternoon, wo had a cheering
season while Bro. Nahum Orcutt was ordained to the
gospel ministry, with, 1. Prayer by Eld. A, 8. Hatch-
ins and laying on of hands by the ministers present;
2. Ministerial charge by Eld. A. Stone, and 8. Giving
the right hand of fellowship by the writer. '

At thecloge of the last meeting, $91.80 were pledged
for the Benevolent Assooiation.

Bordoville, Vt., Oct. 22, 1869.

A. C. Bourbrav.

IOWA STATE CONFERENCE.

Tar seventh annual session of this Conference was
held in connection with the camp-meeting ag per an-
nouncement in Review. Sixth-day, Oct. 8, called to
order by the President, Geo. I. Buller. Prayer by
Eld. Canright. Ten churches responded to call for
credentials of delegates,

BMovea, That Bld. Canright be invited to take part in
the deliberations of this Conference. .

- The churches at Brighton and State Cenler made ap-
plication for membership. On motion they were ad-
mitted.

Moved, That C. N. Ford be admitied to act as dele-
gate for the church at Towa City. -

Moved, That all brethren, of good standing, be in-
vited to take part in the discnssions of this Conference.

Moved, That a committee of three be appointed to
nominate officers for the ensuing year.

Moved, That the Chair appoint said committee.

The following-named brethren were selected : D. M.
Canright, Wm. P. Andrews, and Smith Sharp.

Moved, That & committee of three be apppointed to
draft resolutions.

Moved, That the Chair appoint.

The following names were called: D. M. Canright,
J. H. Morrigon and J. T. Mitohell,

Moved, That & committee of six be selected {o andit
acoounts.

Moved, That the Chair select.

The following brethren were named: D. M. Can-
right, Benn Auten, Russel Hart, A. A. Fairfield, N.
Hoyt and 8. Osborn. .

On motion, adjourned to call of committee.

Evening after Sabbath, 6} o'clock, met per call of
committee. Prayer by J. N. Andrews.

Moved, That Elds. White and Andrews be invited to
take part in this Conference.

Moved, That the church at Talleyrand be admitted to
thiz Conference.

Moved, That the church at Sigourney be admitted to
this Conference.

On motion, adjourned to 8 o’clock A. M., firat-day.

Met per adjournment. Prayer by Eld. White.

Treasurer’s report read and approved.

Moved, That the camp-meefing and Conference of

the ensuing year be held, beginning the first Thurs-
day in June, 1870,

Moved, That the Chair appoint a committee of six
to seleot and prepare the ground for sail meeting.
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On motion, adjourned to call of committee.

Seoond-day morning, met per ocall of committee.
Prayer by J. N. Andrews. Nominating Committee re-
ported in favor of present incumbents. On molion,
they were re-elected.

Resolved, That this Conference hereby extend a
hearty invitation to Bro. White to settle in Iowa, if he
deem it consistent with duty.

Moved, That J. H. Morrison be granted license to
publicly teach the doctrines of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventists.

On molion, the credentials of Geo. I. Butler were
renewed,

Moved, That Geo. 1. Butler be appointed a delegate
to General Conference.

Chair appointed Camp-meeting Committee as follows:
J. T. Mitchell, D. Andre, T. Hare, D. T. Shireman, H.
Nicola and Russel Hart. On motion, Geo. I Butler
was added to gaid committee.

Resolved, That a subscription be raised to finish pay-
ing for tent, and to create a camp-meeling fund.

Moved, That $300 of Conference Funds be appropri-
ated to General Conference Misgionary Fund.

Moved, That 80 per cent of all the s. B. received by
the churches be paid to State Conference.

On motion, adjourned to call of committee, which,
from the frequency and length of meetings, was hin-
dered till too late to get the delegates together; so
business was left a little unfinished.

Geo. 1. BurLer, President.

A. A. Farvienn, Secretary.

Conference @zﬁﬁrtmut.

~~

Exhorting one another, and so mach the more ns ye scc the day
approaching. Meb, x, 25,

This Departmont is dedﬁod to fill the same place in the rpapor
that the Conference or Social Mocting docs in the worship of God.
Speak ofton one to anothoer to comfort, edify and aid eachother in the
way of holiness and true Christian experience.

vV V¥V

> —— P L.

A Letter and Reply.

Dear Brorusr: I wrile you for information in re-
gard to the Sabbath. Last fall we moved to Stanton,
Montoalm Co., Mich., and while there, for the first
time, we heard of the Seventh-day Adventists. Iheard
a fow lectures from Eld. Matteson, and was convinoced
that Saturday is the true Sabbath. Owing to the
health of my family we returned this spring to our old
home in this State. The Sabbath is something very
strange to the people of this region. We ar® called
Jews, and are blamed for keeping the old Mosaic law.

I was taught in Michigan that the.Sabbath was
changed by the Roman Apostasy, and that this change
was wrought during the dark ages. I was told yester-
day that tgm apostles made the change. I would like
to have some testimony from history relative to this
change of the Sabbath so that I can answer those who
question my reasons for differing from others. We
are alone in this faith, but we intend to keep the Sab-
bath. I want to take your paper as soon as I can.

I desire also to learn how soon after the dark ages
the seventh-day began to be observed by Christians.
I am told that a city set upon a hill cannot be hid:
and that if it had been Ged’s will that men should
keep the seventh-day, there weuld have been people
keeping it ever since Christ, beside the Jews.

Wi, Jamse.

Iosciusko Co., Ind.

Axswer. We are glad to learn that you have decis-
ion of heart to obey God in the observance of the
fourth commandment. One thing is very certain, with
the open Bible in your hand, you can show that God
appointed the seventh day to a holy use in memory of
his own rest from the work of creation, and that he has
never revoked this appointment, aud never changed it to
the first day of the week. The observance of the rest-
day of the Lord is enforced by one of the ten com-
mandments. That precept survived the crucifixion of
Christ, and was obeyed under very remarkable circum-
stances the day after that event. Luke xxiii, 56,
The Bible contains not one hint of the change of the
Sabbath, except indeed by the little horn. Dan. vii,
25. It never gpeaks of Sunday as a day of abstinence
from labor. It never calls it by the name of Sabbath,
or by any sacred title whatsoever. Nothing can be
more certain, therefore, than that the original Sabbath
has uever been changed by divine authority, and that,

+if we make the Bible our guide, it is clearly our duty
to keep the Sabbath of the Lord, ordained at the be-
ginning of our world’s existence.

Until the new edition of the History of the Sabbath
is published, which will be at the earliest time possi-
ble, we refer you for information concerning the
change of the Sabbath, to the little work recently
published, entitled, ¢ Sermons on the Sabbath and
Law,” which we send you with this number of the
paper. The change of the Sabbath was effected by
many successive acts, all directed with the one object
of putting down the Sabbath, and of establighing the
first day of the week in its stead.

We think it can be clearly shown that God has not
left himself without witnesses to bear testimony to his
Sabbath, and in the midst of the general darkness to
faithfully observe the day which he hallowed in Eden.

Nearing Home.

Tuaxx God, we are nearing home. Probation is
swiftly passing away. Soon, if faitbful, we shall gain
the haven of eternal rest; and oh! how sweet to the
believer in Christ, as he travels life’s uneven pathway,
to know that this world is not always to be our home.
How glorious the thought that there is a rest for the
children of God. How blissful the anticipation of
soon being ushered inte the presence of Jesus and an-
gels, and that when there, nothing can ever mar our
perfect peace. No sickness, no sorrow, no parling
with loved ones; nothing will ever cause the silent
tear drop to flow.

Here we see much that seems lovely, but it is fleet-
ing, and soon passes away. We love our friends, we
love to enjoy their society here; but they, too, are
frail, dying oreatures. Death enlers our homes and
bears our loved ones away to the silent tomb, Ever
and anon, my mind wanders to where sleep the loved
forms of near and dear ones; but they are secure, they
know no care; they know none of the sorrows of this
life; but their slcep in the grave is sghort. Jesus’
pleading in the heavenly sanctuary is most over.
Soon he is coming to gather his jewels from every na-
tion and clime, and in view of this, let us, dear breth-
ren and sisters, strive to walk humbly before God; let
us honor him by keeping all his holy commandments,
that we may have right to the tree of life and enter in
through the gates into the cily.

And you, dear readers, who know net God experi-
mentally, let one who loves you, invite you to come to
Christ. He loves youn, and is pleading for you. Cast
your care all upon Jesus. Ask God through his dear
Son to pavdon all of your sins. Love hiw, believe
him, and obey him; and when Jesus comes, with all
of the dear saints of God, thou shalt receive a erown
of life that fadeth not away.

Time is short. What is done must be done quickly.
Men are growing more bold and blasphemous; they
talk lightly of the law of God and cur blessed hope;
they trample his holy commanddients beneath their
feet. How regardless they are of the solemn time in
which we are living. How little they realize that
these are the closing hours of time; though.they are
being faithfully warned of their danger if they do not
repent and come to Christ.

Dear brethren and sisters, let us be more faithful
than ever before. We have all of us a work to do.
Then let us do it cheerfully. Probation is almost
ended. We are nearing home. Then let us be up
and doing; let us work while the day lasts, that we
may be able to finally say, in the language of the apos-
tle, «I have fought a good fight, I bhave finished my
course, I have kept the faith; henceforth there is
l1aid up for me a crown of rightecusness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day;
and not to me only, but uuto all them also that love
his appearing.” 2 Tim. iv, 7, 8. N. J. Luocas.

Canton. .

Forgiveness.

“For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your Heav-
enly Father will also forgive you. But, if ye forgive
not men their trespasses, neither will your Father

forgive your trespasses.” Matt. vi, 14, 15. How won-

r efdulis this language of the Saviour, and how appro-
priate to the condition of those who believe that the
Judgment will soon close; who are also praying that
the Lord may forgive them all their sins. Many of
their sins they have never yot seen; yet they expect
forgiveness while they hold malice and hardness in
their hearts against their brother or sister; and yet
they hope to be forgiven. Vain hope. They can see
the mote in their brother's eye, but cannot see the beam
in their own eye.

What a contrast! A mote is something quite small,
as dust. A beam is something large—a splintor large
enough to destroy the power of sight till it is removed.
What an idea that this brother or sister, with a sin rep-
resented by the Saviour by the term ‘ beam,” in the
eye, should think of seeing the little mote in the broth-
er’s eye. But Jesus says, Take the beam out of thine
own eye, then thou canst see clearly to take the mote
out of thy brother’s eye. This was well illustrated in
the cage of the woman that was brought to the Saviour,
condemned for breaking the seventh cemmandment.
Jesus said, Let bim that is without sin cast the first
gtone at her; and they all went out one by one; and
he said, Hath no man condemned theo? She said, No
man, Lord; and he said, Neither do I condemn thee;
go and sin no more. .

Suppose my brother has sinned. Does he not need
my help to overcome? DBut how can I help him, when
Ineed the very same kind of help myself that he needs?
May the Lord help us all to remember that until we
are without sin, that is, until we walk after the Spirit
entirely, and not after the flesh at all, we are not ina
condition to be of any help to our erring brothers and
sisters. May all who read these few lines prayerfully
consider the importance of getiing the beam out of
their own eyes before they try to get the mote out of
their brother’s eye. I. SANBoRN.

Bre. Croes writes from Minn.: How natural it is
for those of like faith and sympathies to draw towards
each other. Those tiee are strengthened as we read
from the weekly visits of the Review ANp Herarnp.
*“Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord,” therefore I
would add my testimony to the truth, rejoicing in the
faot, that those whom the truth makes free are free
indeed. More than six months have now gone 'by
since we (myself aud family), commenced to keep the
Sabbath of the Lord our God. Many of our old asso-
ciates wonder at this, to them, strange course. ¢ You
who have been a Methodist for thirty-five years,”
says one, “and now are working on Sunday, the
Christian Sabbath, and going with that strange and
peoulier people, who are not everywhere well spoken
of.” DBut we have no apologies to make. If it is not
in accordance with the sure word of prophecy, we will
yield the point; if it is, then will we hold on with
faith’s unyielding grasp, the commandments and tra-
ditions of men to the contrary notwithstanding.

We have occasion to thank the Lord that Eld
Ingrabam was sent, or led, to this region of country to
proclaim the present truth-—the last message of mercy
to dying man; others feel anything but thankful. It
is astonishing to see how deeply it moves the old stag-
nant pool to hear just one sermon in favor of the
bonor, dignity, and perpetuity, of that law written by
the finger of God. Five counter-sermons have already
been delivered in support of that offspring of popery—
the Sunday Sabbath. The Methodists, Presbyterians,
and Baptists, all have tried their hands in opposing
God’s truth, But has truth anything to fear from a
thorough investigation? We think not. Let error
seok the darkness, truth will ultimately prevail, for
God’is its author. Let the statutes of the Lord be my
gong in the house of my pilgrimage.

Tue Yovurnrur Mi¥p.—A straw will make an im-
pression on the virgin sncw: let it remain but a short
time, and a horse’s hoof can scarcely penetrate it. So
it is with the youthful mind. A trifiing word may
make an impression on it; but after a few years, the
most powerful appeals may cease to infinence it. Think
of this, ye who have the training of the infant mind,
and leave such impressions thereon as will be safe for
it to carry amid the follies and temptations of the world.
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The New Jerusalem.

Herr is o strikingly-beautiful description of the
heavenly Jerusalem from the Apocrypha: *For Jeru-
salem shall be built up with sapphires, and emeralds,
and precious stones; thy walls and towers and battle-
ments with pure gold. And the streets of Jerusalem
shall be paved with beryl and carbuncles, and stones
of Ophir. And all her streets shall say, Alleluia; and
they shall praise him, saying, Blessed be God which
hath extolled it forever.” Tobit xiii, 16-18.

If this be true, ** Who shall ascend into the hill of the
Lord? or who shalllstand in bis holy place?” Ps.
xxiv, 3.

The Ark of His Testament,

Tue ark in the heavenly sanctuary is not empty.
It contains the testament of God. We cannot be igno-
rant of the relation of the ark to the atonement which
the high priest makes. The earthly sanctuary makes
this matter perfectly plain. The priest offers blood
npon the mercy-seat which covers the ark, because the
law which condemns the ginner is beneath it in the
ark. Such is unquestionably the relation of the ark
in the heavenly temple to the work of Christ our High
Priest. The work of the Son of God as High Priest is
to present the merit of his blood for sinful man. Then
it is certain that the sinner is condemned and cannot
be justified by that which the ark contains.
is a law in the gospel dispensation that is the very
thing which renders atonement necessary for sinful
man, for the very reason that it cannot justify, but
must condemn the sinner. The Priest, standing with
blood before this ark, is a living testimony to the fact,
that there iz something within the ark that is itself
exactly right, but that does not and cannot justify sin-
ful man. A system to justify the repentant sinner, is
therefore, not only consistent with the existence of a
law that cannot justify him, but & sure proof that such
law exists.

Note of Prof. Stuart on Heb. xi, 8.

«Tn fact, if the manner of assertion in our text be
strietly scanned, it will be found to be more exact and
philosophical than the Latin, ez nikilo Deus mundum
Jecit, or the English, God made the world out of nothing.
Each of these phrases presents the sesming incongruity
of asserting that nothing was the material out of which
the world was made. But our author is more strictly
conformed to philosophical propriety, when he says,
«Things visible were not out of things that are visible,’
i. ¢., the visible creation was brought into existence by
the word or commaud of God simply, and was nof
formed or fitted up out of any pre-existing materials.
Exactly so do we find the assertion in 2 Mace. vii, 28:
¢ God did not make them [heaven and earth] out of things
existing;* i. ¢., he strietly created them.”—Stuart's
Com. on Hebrews, p. 458.

These words seem very mnch to the poiut. To
grasp and appreciate the groat fact of actual creation
iz placed by Paul among the mighty acts of faith.

p@ Sister Haskrnn, of Topsham, Me., & widow
lady, in straitened circumstances in life, has had the
care of a little boy, who is now about four years old,
ever since he wag seven weeks old. The father of the
child is dead, and the mother has ceased to do any
thing for his support. Sister H. is in feeble health,
and flnds herself under the necessity of placing this
child in other hands. She desires to place the child
in the hands of those who would train him up for the
Lord. Are there no persons among our people that
will esteem it a privilege, for Christ’s sake, to accept
and care for this poor orphan? Any particulars re-
specting the child, together with his picture, can be ob-
tained by addressing, Mary ¥. Haskell, Topsham, Me.

No mARTHLY possessions or mental endowment can
supply the place of religion, because that alone brings
salvation to man.

So there

Picturing the Cross—Impressive Words.

Reaping & sermon by Maclaurin on ¢ Glorying in
the Cross,” T was much struck with the following
words in regard to representing Christ’s sufferings by
means of images or pictures.

¢ Men may paint Christ’s outward sufferings, but
not that inward excellence from whence their virtue
flowed, namely, his glory in himself, and his goodness
to us. Men may paint one crucified; but how can
that distinguish the Saviour from the criminals?
On each side of him we may paint his hands and his
feot fixed to the c¢ross; but who can paint now these
hands used always to be stretched forth for relieving

the afflicted and ouring the diseased; or how these.

feet went always about doing good; and how they
cure more diseases and do more good now than ever?
We may paint the outward appearance of his suffer-
ings, but not the inward bitterness or inward causes of
them, Men can paint the cursed tree, but not the
curse of the law that made it so. Men can paint
Christ bearing the cross to calvary, but not Christ
bearing the sins of many. We may describe the nails
piercing his flesh; but who can describe eternal jus-
tice piercing both flesh and spirit? We may describe
the soldier’s spear, but not the arrows of the Al-
mighty ; the cup of vinegar which he but tasted,
but not the cup of wrath which he drank out to the
lowest dregs; the derision of the Jews, but not the
desertion of the Almighty forsaking his Son, that he
might never forsake ns who were his enemies.”

Let every one fix these words in the mind, and they

‘may afford profitable meditation as we look upon the

pictures of the crogs. There is only one place where
a gnitable image of the eross may be represented : it is
the heart. Let us all, like faithful artists, examine
it every day to see where we may add a grace, or give
it another touch toward making it complete.

3. LW

Law Against Tradition.

ALexANpER CampEELYL, in giving what he thought
would work a great reformation in the world, and
unite all Christians, gives this important consideration
among the rest, ¢ Let the positive coramands of God
be substituted for human legislation and tradition.”
Christian System, p. 110.

This, indeed, is a most excellent plan, and the only
true basis of reformation; and while.the plain re-
quirements and laws of God's word are set aside to
obey human traditions, a thorough and complete refor-
mation cannot be effected. But how bard a thing this
is to accomplish. Mr. Campbell himself, with all bis
zeal for the Bible, and the Bible only, failed to do this;
and his diseiples persistently follow in‘his steps. His
teachings and his opinion have become just as effectu-
ally a creed which his followers receive as that written
out at Geneva, or Westminister.

Onoe of the plainest commandments of God, the one
relating to the Sabbath, he utterly ignores, and in its
place substitutes his so called Lord’s day, which rests
wholly, and only, upon human legislation and tradi-
tion, the very thing he so loudly condemus. His fol-
lowers are just as much wedded to this tradition, thus
received and confirmed by him, as other sects are to
written creeds. D. M. Caxmignr.

Sigourney, Sept. 28.

Report of Meetings.

Acconping to appointment, we were at the Quarterly
Meeting at Wright, Sabbath and first-day, Oct. 2 and
8, where we enjoyed five interesting meetings, and
celebrated the ordinances of the Lord’s house. Most
all the members of the chnreh at Casinovia, and some
from Allendale, were present. Many good testimonies
were borne in our social meetings, and a manifest de-
sire to go forward in'the work of the Lord.

Their large and commodious new meeting-house,
40x60, is almost ready for the mason-work, and is de-
signed to be completed in a few weeks.

JosErH BaTms,

Forry would do but little mischief were it confined
to fools. .

Rules for Monthly Meetings.

1. Ler each brother and sister feel an individual
responsibility of being at the meeting. *Not forsak-
ing the assembling of ourselves together as the man-
ner of some is, but exhorting one another, and so mnch
the more as ye see the day approaching.” Heb. x, 25.

2. Leave all of your worldly cares and inferests at
home, ¢ For ifthine eyo be single, thy whole body shall
be full of light, but if thine cye be evil [poneros, defect~
ive; Greek], thy whole body shall be full of dark-
ness.” Matt. vi, 22, 23, Remember, the appointment
is for religious worship, not for trading in cattle, sheep,
or horses, &ec.

3. Let all your spare moments be spent in prayer
and meditation. ¢“Pray without ceasing.” 2 Thess.
v, 17. Try and make-every brother and sister more
happy by your presence. )

4. Be punctual in your place at every meeting, anx-
iously inquiring of the Lord, ¢ What wilt thou have
me to do?”

5. Before introducing any topic for conversation or
discussion, iuquire, Is it in harmony with the spirit of
the meeting ? ¢ For there ie a time for every pnrpose
and for every work.” Eccl. iii, 16. What might be
proper on other oceasions might be wholly out of place
at a Monthly Meoting, where we bave met for the sole
purpose of worshiping God,

In oonclusion: Seek Christian oourtesy toward all.
“Let nothing be doue through strife or vain glory;
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better
than themselves. Look not every man on his own

things, but every man also on the thi?qgs of others,”
Phil. i, 8, 4. 8. N. HaskeLn.

A Rune witoour AN Excerriox.—It is often said
there i8 no rule without an exception; but there is
one rule to which I never knew an exception. I never
knew & respectable person that did not bebave with
decency in a place of public worship.—Sel.

Qppointments.

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

=v_V_"

Tue next Montbly Meeting for the Pilot Grove, Towa
City, and; Washington, churches, will be held with the
Wui:ington church, Nov, 13, 1869. The brethren and sis-
ters from Brighton and Talleyrand are cordially invited to
attend. R. M. KmLgore,

Business Department,
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Not Blothful in Business. Rom. xil, 11.

- Business Notes.
A. 8. H.: No.
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