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A LD=~SUPPLEMENT,

Defense of Our Action in the Case of Dr. Wm. tion on his part, and presented our reasons for

Russell.

WHEREAS, Dr. Wm. Russell has-placed him-
self in an attitude of hostility toward the Seventh-
day Adventist people, by giving to the world an
unjust statement through a sheet especially hostile
to our cause, or at least by throwing himself into
the hands of its publishers so that they do it with
his evident consent, it becomes necessary for ns
to make a statement of facts in sclf-defense.

Dr. Russell was employed for a considerable:

space of time as a physician at the Health Insti-
tute in Battle Creck. During this time the cir-
cumstances of the church were not favorable.
The state of backsliding, of worldliness and nn-
belief on the part of the church, which arose du-
ring Bro. White's sickness, seriously affected Bro.
Russel!.  His mind became unsettled with regard
to the Testimonies of Sr. White, and with re-
gzard to some points of present truth. During
the fall of 1868, he formed the purpose of estab-
lishing an Institute of his own at Mauston, Wis.,
and in March, 1869, he visited Wisconsin for the
purpose of treating a patient who had applied to
the Institnte for help, and nlso for the purpose of
transacting some business ot his own.

After he had left Battle Creek, many state-
ments that he had made from time to time while
here, were brought to the notice of the General
Conference Committee, the Trustees of the Pub-
lishing Association, and the Directors of the
[ealth Tustitute. ‘These expressions, if correctly
reported, indicated a degree of treachery and hy-
poexisy on tho part of Dr. R., which greatly as-
tonished them. At the same time a letter came
to Dr. Russell from Marion, Iowa, which plainly
indicated that he was in correspondence with our
most hostile opponents. 'This letter was opened
by Dr. Lay, it being the practice of the physi-
ians at the Tnstitute to open cach others’ letters
in the absence of the one to whom the letter is
addressed. When we had these evidences of Dr.
R’'s. treachery and guile, and when we called to
mind the fact that he had avowed his intention of
establishing an [nstitution of his own, to do which
he must Dborrow from some source quite large
snms of money, and, furthermore, when we
learned that it was his intention to take steps in
this direction on this very visit, the question
arose with those having knowledge of these facts,
whether it was not duty to place onr brethren
upon their guard concerning liim, as they would
naturally confide in him, from his supposed good
standing at Battle Creek. \We thought that if he
conld use such treachery toward us, as was appar-
ent from the things which then came to onr
knowledge, he would do the like with the breth-
ren whom he might meet in the West. As Sr.
White had pointedly reproved Dr. R., in a writ-
ten Lestimony. and especiatly in the matter of his
proposed Health Institate, giving reasons why he
should not enter into it, the question arose with
us, whether we ought not to send out a portion
of this Testimony as a warning to those brethren.
After some degree of hesitation and regret at the
necessity of the action, it was decided to send
out a portion of this Testimony to such of the
brethren ag it was thought were in danzer of be-
‘ng drawn info the investment of their weans in

Ur. s, [nstitute, This course of action was
therefore adopted.
When Dr. Russell veturned, he wanifested

much exasperation of feeling, and although we set
hefore him the evidences of duplieity and decep-

what we had done, he continued to express dissat-
isfaction, and after a few week’s time removed
with his family to Mauston, his former place of
residence; _

At the time of the General Conference, in May,
1869. Brn. Andrews and Waggoner decided to
telegraph to Dr. Russell to come to the Confer-
ence at our expense, desiring to relieve his mind
by a faithful explanation of our course in his case,
and also by inquiry into such business transactions
as had taken place here, which we thought were
to his disadvantage. Dr. Rnssell came in re-
sponse to this invitation, and after camly talking
over the action of March last, giving liim our
grounds to think that there was treachery on his
part, he seemed to be satisfied with the explana-
tion made. Whereupon, to leave no act of justice
toward Dr. R. nndone, the same persons who had
sent out the testimony above referred to, namely
Brn. Andrews, Smith, and Walker, sent o circular
to the same persons to whom the testimony was
sent in the West, explaining why we had taken
the action we had, also that we had had an inter-
view with Dr. R., and were satisfied that he was
not guilty of the treachery which we had feared.
Subsequent developments have led us reluctantly
to adopt onr original conviction in the matter.
To this paper Dr. R. attached the following cer-
tificate :

“T hereby certify that the above has been sub-
mitted to me for examination, and that it nieets
my approval. Had the facts in relation to my
future. course been better understood, there would
have been no need of sending out the testimony
reforred to: but in my absence the brethren could
only act from such evidence as was presented to
them, and I herehy exonerate them from any
blame, believing that they did it for the good of
the cause.”

The Dr. then returned home to attend to some
matters of personal business, and after some time
returned again to the Institue, where he spent a
considerable portion of the summer, Bro. and Sr.
White meanwhile spending the summer in Green-
ville. Toward the latter part of the summer, how-
ever, he returned to his family in Mauston, dis-
solving.all connection with our Institute.

Bro. and Sr. White felt deeply that Dr. R. had
not been rightly nsed by Brn. Aldrich and
Walker, in their selling of land to him, and in
his becoming involved in the bnilding of his
house. They thought this had given Dr. K. jnst oc-
casion for stumbling, and they determined to make
a further effort to help his mind.  Accordingly at
the camp-meeting at Kirkville, N. Y., abont the
middle of September last, Sr. White wrote Dr.
Rnssell, inviting him to the camp-meeting at Clin-
ton Junction, Wis., the following week, inclosing
money to defray the expenses of his journey
thither. This letter was endorsed by Brn. White
and Andrews. By some oversight t{lia letter was
not sent till it was too late for it to reach him in
season for the meeting in Wisconsin.  Still, feel-
ing anxious in his case, Bro. White wrote on the
envelop of said letter, an nrgent invitation, with
the sume condition inserted, that he should meet
them at the Minnesota Camp-meeting, and sent
the letter from Clinton, Wis., by brethren who
lived at Manston. And so, when Illder White
and wife on their way to Minnesota, passed throngh
Mauston, Dr. Russell joined them on the cars.
In this manner he accompanied them to the camp-
meating.

At this Camp-meeting, he had opportunity to
become more perfectly acquainted with the na-
ture of the labors of, Bro. and Sr. White, and to
ask many questions, and to acquaint himself fully
with everything he desired to learn, and to state
his discouragements and difficulties ; which he
freely did. And during the meeting he expressed
himself in the warmest terms of confidence and
regard for Bro. and Sr. White, for their piety,
and for the assurance he felt that they were en-
gaged in the work of (God; that his mind was re-
lieved from its embarrassments and difficulties;
that now he had become acquainted with them ;
that he understood the character of the work
they were doing; that they had his sympathy
and his confidence, and that they should have his
co-operation. And he expressed bitter regrets
that he had written an article for that sheet which
was so hostile to them. He stated that he could
now retnrn home and prepare to return to Battle
Creek, to take hold, and throw all his energies
into the work there, and that he would gladly and
heaitily do this. And with the most tender feel-
ings of union, so far as outward appearance could
bear testimony, Dr. R. parted from Bro. and Sr.
White, just before the close of the Camp-meeting,
and Bro. W., from his own purse, paid his ex-
penses to the meeting, amounting to $18 or more.

After Dr. Rnssell’s return to Manston, he wrote

a very cordial, friendly letter, exprigsing the same

purpose that he had, by word of month, avowed
v ith

.

at the Camp-meeting,, snd Bro., Y., |
and with apcompleti,'yit -"'éf‘
so far as words and_acké’h
it, stated in the REVIEW
decided to go with the Se
and to cast in his strengih Bey RLOADE W

A short time after this, at Bro. Whitg'a
quest, Bro. Andrews wrote Dr. Russell, inviting
him to come to Battle Creek, and also asking him
to make a statement through the REVIEW that
should recall as far as possible the statement he
had given to the public through a hostile paper,
against our people and cause and work. Although
he had promised to give such statement. atl:.ie
Minnesota meeting, he now, under some excuse,
neglected to do this. Bro. Andrews wrote him
the third time before he responded by coming to
Battle Creek. By this time we had begun to be
somewhat in doubt in refcrence to his position ;
yet we decided that whatever might be his course,
we would make an effort to have all his business
transactions iu Battle Creek made right jon the
part of those who had involved him in finaneial
embarrassment.  After Dr. Russell came, we
found that he was very different in manner from
what he was in Minnesota. He did not.come out
and frankly avow his purpose to cast ia his lot
with those who oppose us, but hid his real posi-
tion as far as possible.

Iu the meantime we received several letters
from Iowa which strongly indicated that Dr.
Russell was acting a treacherous part; that al-
thongh we had sent for him iu good faith to come
and have a position in our Institute; and thongh
he had never made any statement to us that he
was committed to our opponents, yet such was the
fact, all the time; so that while he came here in
response to an invitation to come and act as phy-
sician in our Institute, he came really with the
purpose of remaining a short time only, and then
going to those who are opposed to us,

During the period of his last visit to Battle
Creek. which occupied the greater part of &
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month, great pains were taken to learn his

grounds of dissatisfaction, and what the diflicul-
ties were under which he labored, and to inquire
into all his bnsiness transactions where any ad-
vantage had been taken of him, or where it wag
feared that apy had been taken, and ta correct
these wrongs as far as possible. So that Dr. Rus-
sell finally testified thut we had thrown the whole
vesponsibility of his case upon himself. His
Biblical difficulties weye inquired into, and so
thoroughly esamined with him, that he was
finally constrained to say, and did explioitly say,
that he did not see why his objections had nat
been fairly answered.
When & meeting of severa] of the brethrep
was held in the Office to copsider apd correct
some of the wrongs that had risen during the pe-
riod of Bro. White’s sickness, Dr. Russell being
present, Bro. White received a letter from Iowa,
the second letter touching his case that had been
received within a few days, in which statements
were made, that indicated that Dr. Russell was
acting a deceptive part, apparently friendly toward
us, but actnally in connection wigh those who are
doing all in thejr power to tear us down. The
reception of these letters cansed Bro. White to
call on Dr. R. to define his position ; that if he
was not with us, it was not suitable that he shoujd
be present at business meetings of the kind then
in session. Dr. R. gave no satisfactory assurance
relative to his position, and fipally became quite
restive under the close questioning to which he
h j,ected,‘ and a few hours after the close of
ting, kent Bro. Andrews a letter stating
go to leave for home that night. Sev-
hogever, arose to delay him, and he
saveral days.
P to tell us how it was
posed him to be friendly and i
! s, and spoke of him in that light
i 35, and spoke g
’ h the ReView, and privately, the people of
Marios, who are fighting the Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, should correctly understand his position,
while we did not. He was pressed to answer this
question, beczuse the fact secmed to indicate treach-
ery on his part, he being apparently friendly toward
us, yot really friendly toward our enmemies, and
not toward us. And thongh he was persistently
urged to answer this question, he evaded it. We
told him that he placed us in the light of attempt-
ing to bribe him, in that we had made some ef-
forts to sustain him in the time when we supposed
he was decided to obey the truth ; and that these
persons knowing his position more accurately
thun we did, because we were trying to hire a man
t§ labor in connection with us, who, they knew,
was not in heart with us, would have some appar-
ent ground to report that we were trying to buy
him, and we urged him to tell how it was that
they could know accurately the truth in the case,

- whilewt were left to make such great istakes,
we thinRing him heartily on our side when he
was heantily opposed to us. On this point we
could get'no explanation.

After a few days he left. On the evening of
his departure, he gave to Brn. Waggoner and An-
drews the strongest assurance that he was deter-
mined to go with the Seventh-day Adventists, and
not with those who oppose them; that we had

laced, by the interest we had taken for him, the

gm’ en of his case wholly upon himself; and he
ask@d whether, in case he conld persuade his wife
to return to Battle Creek, and he himself would
oome and throw his whole soul into the work, we
would receive him.  We told him thatif he came
thus, no doubt he would be received. He also
told Dr. Lamson to bid the patients good bye for
him, and to inform them that he was going home

for his family and should be back again to the
Institnte in a few days. One of his principal
pleag for leaving was that he must immediately
get to his family, and must set out for them that
night, g0 as to reach them before the Sabbath;
and though he professed to us so distinetly that
he was going to his own home, in Mauston, Wis,,
and appeared so determined to walk with us in
the truth, he actually took the cars not for Maus-
ton, hut direct for Marion, lowa. How to put
such wards and acts together, apd yet preserve the
honesty of the author of them, we are unable to
see.

Before leaving, Dr. Russell stated to us that if
he decided to stop here, he would have to borrow
$300; and he stated further that, if he returned
West, he had the promise of assigtance to help
him out. We wldp him that till we knew what
his position was, we could give him no assurance
of doing anything for him in that line, and that
even then we must be governed by what should
seeru just and right in the case; that we should
not under any circumstances do anything in the
line of bribing. He finally acknowledged, the
lnst evening of his stay here, that he had so com-
promised himself by what he had written to this
opposing party, that if he should now unite with
us, he conld be held up to ridicule, and disgrace
be brought both upon him and upon us.

That his wind was fully prepared for open
upion with our opponents, of whom mention has
already been made, is evident from the fact that,
immediately on his arrival at Marion, a meeting
of those concerned was called, and he was chosen
as one of the corresponding editors of the sheet
already alluded to. In the issue of said paper
announcing this step on the part of Dr. R., is an
article containing some statements in relation to
his case, which demand a word of notice at onr
hauds.

Tt is stated, first, that Bro. R. was a firm be-
liever in the visions of Sr. White when he came
to this place. Of this we have no evidence, and
hence seriously question it. If such was the case,
his conrse is still more inexplicable even than it
stands at the present time. :

1t is stated, secondly, that more direct relation
with the source of the visions caused him to doubt
their authenticity. This is not correct. It was
not associating with Bro. and Sr. White, but with
those who were so far backslidden in spiritual
things as to occupy a position of indifference or
even of hostility toward them, which helped Bro.
Russell on into the darkness which has since en-
compassed him.

It is stated, thirdly. that he was invited to meet
Bro. and Sr. White at the cars at Mauston, on
their way to Minnesota, and that he was there so
strongly urged to attend that meeting, they offer-
ing to pay his expenses, that he consented and
went with them. This carries the idea that it
was by getting access to him personally that Bro.
and Sr. White were able to induee him, by over-
urging and persnading, to take the steps he did
toward recovering his union with this hody;
whereas the invitation for him to attend the meet-
ing in Minnesota, and the proposition to pay his
fare if he would go, were made to him by letter.
while yet Bro. and Sr. White were at the Clinton
meeting. From the letter he accepted the invi-
tation. There was no urging him by Bro. and
Sr, W.while on the cars for Minnesota ; and they
did not see him for something like an hour or
more after he had come on board the train.

[t is stated, fourthly, that an influence was
brought to bear on brethren in Wisconsin. after
the Minnesota meeting, to lead them to withhold
the means they had promised Dr. Russell in his

Institute enterprise. This is not eorrect. Noth-
ing of this kind has been done since the Minne-
sota meeting, and nothing at any time, except a
limited circulation of a portion of the vision, while
Dr. Russell was in Wisconsin last spring, as alrcady
set forth. Morcover, Bro. and Sr. W. supposed
he had given up such an enterprise, from the
assurance which ge gave them, at the Minnesota
Camp-meeting, that he was then ready to throw
his whole effort into the work already established.

It is stated, fifthly, that during the past summer
Dr. Russell was still prosecuting his enterprise of
establishing an Institute of his own. The writer of
that statement must either have been misinformed,
or Dr. R. was acting toward us a course of the
utmost falsity ; for %\e was here at the time, pro-
fessedly acting entirely for the good of this Insti-
tution, and under a solemn pledge to unite his
efforts and sympathy entirely with us, as hereafter
stated. -

In the progress of this nnhappy experience
with Dr. R., he has made some statements with
which the reader should become acquainted. In
o letter to Brn. White, Andrews, and Waggoner,
dated May 22, 1869, which it will be noticed was
at the time of the Conference already described,
he said: “ My soul is filled with love toward yon.
You have saved me, no doubt, from ruin. Oh,
that I could tell you the feelings of my heart! I
am astonished wﬁen [ realize where I stand; but
I would return to God and his people with weep-
ing, with humility of soul.”

Again, in the same letter, he says: “1I thank
you for the kindness and interest you haye mani-
fested in me. I have felt unworthy of it. I will
try to redeem the past. I will prove my fidelity,
by the help of the Lord.”” How he proved his
fidelity, of which he here gave so promising a
pledge, the reader can judge from the fucts already
set forth. He did it by traitorously playing into
the hands of the enemy, and secretly working for
the establishment of an opposing Institution, while
professing to be wholly devoted to the interests of
our own.

Again, in a letter to Brn. White and Andrews,
dated Jan. 17, 1870, just before leaving the place,
he says: ‘T confess I have some fears at times;
for I know I am almost on the brink of infidelity.”
We quote this statement to show that when a
person has received light on the present truth,
apostasy from it subjects the mind to a terrible
ordeal. This is the difference between receiving
and giving up the truth. The mind that is being
led to embrace the truth, is never racked to the
verge of infidelity. We trnst this may not be his
landing-place ; but we see no safety for him, judg-
ing from the course of some who have bnt recently
preceded him in the course he is now taking.

We have no personal feelings nor ill-will against
Dr. Russell. But the reader will see that the
case has assumed a phase which renders it neces-
sary that we speak out and present the facts, to
save ourselves from being placed in a false light.
and to save any from being stumbled by those
who are warring against the cause of truth. And
we ‘have no wish that statements be colored, or
that facts be overdrawn. All we wish is, that
simple facts may be allowed to speak for them-
selves. Whether his course is the result of
treachery, or doublemindedness, we will not pre-
sume to determine. _\nd now we leave his case
to the brethren, to be regarded in the light which
to them shall seem just and right, feeling niean-
while that we have done, according to his own
acknowledgment. all in our power to help him to
that position, and o pursue that course, where we
confidently believe that truth and safety lie.

(I ENERAT CONFPERENCE ('OMMITTEE.




