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NOTHING TO DO.
“ Notuina to do!” in this world of ours,
Where weeds spring up with fairest lowers,
Where amiles have only a fitful play,
Where hearts are breaking every day.

“Nothing to do !”* thou Christian soul,
Wrapping thee round in thy selfish stole;
Off with the garments of sloth and sin!
Christ thy Lord huath a kingdom to win,

¢ Nothin{; to do!” There are prayers to lay
Ou the altar of incense, day by day;

There are foes to meet within and without,
There is error to conquer, strong and stout.

“Nothing to do ! There are minds to teach
The simplest form of Christian speech ;
There are hearts to lure with loving wile,
From the grimmest haunts of sin’s defile.

“ Nothing to do!” There are lambs to feed,
The precious hope of the church’s need ;
Strength to be borne to the weak and fuint,
Vigils to keep with the doubting saint.

“Nothing to do!” and thy Saviour said,
“TFoltow thou me, in the path I tread.”
Lord, lend thy help the journey through,
Lest, faint, we cry, ‘8o much to do.”

The Case of Baruch,

THERE are many interesting circumstances recorded
in loly wril, of the life of the prophet Jeremiah. He
seems to have passed through many scenes of pecaliar
trial.
of many of the other prophets, a record of whose lives is
left us. Ile was designed of God to filla prophet’s posi-
tion, even before his birth. Chap. 1, verse5. Yet when
the time came for him (o enter upon his work, he
shrunk from the great vesponsibility, and felt lis ut-
ter insnficiency to do the work God had called him to.
e was a man of hnmility; yet God placed this man
over the nations and over the kingdoms, to rool out,
and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down,
(o build and to plant. A great work, suvely. God
brought him into a position where he must confront
all the proud, wicked men who were rulers in Jerusa-
lem, and were loading the people to ruin. It was, per-
haps, a8 dark and discouraging a period in the history
of the Jewish nation, as any recorded. The whole
current was running rapidly to rebellion and destruc-
tion. From the king on his throne to the meanest
subject, all geemed bent on idolatry. Tven the priests
consecrated to the service of the Most High, led on in
this wickedness. My people have committed two
evils; they have forsaken me, the fountain of living wa-
ters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that
ean hold no water.” ¢ A wonderful and horrible
thing is committed in the land: the prophets proph-
esy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means;

At least, there are more recorded of him than .

and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do
in the end thereof?” Fearful que:tion. In the na-
tion, ““the whole head is sick, and the whole heart
faint.”

In this state of things, which in many respects re-
sembles our own time, Jeremiah, who felt that he was
“a.child,” was called to act. And through the influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit, this naturally-timid, diffident
man was made ‘‘a defensed city, and an iron pillar,
and brazen walls, against the whole land, against the
kings of Judah, against the princes therecf, against the
priests thereof, and against the peoplo of the land.”
Jeremish fulfilled his work. God would warn the peo-
ple of their extreme danger, even in their great wick-
edoess. Ile always desires to save men from rain.
Jeremiah, as long as he could get access to the people

and their rulers, sought the most public places to warn |

them. By-and-by the princes get tired of his presence,
and cause him to be shut up in prison. Now God
provides another agency. Faithful Baruch writes out
the words of the prophet in the prison, and goes
and reads them in the ecars of the pringces and
people. Baruch seems (o bea man every way worthy
of attending upoun the prophet of God. He seems to
be possessed of the same fearless spirit, the sawme faith-
fulness.

The king takes the roll from which Baruch had read,
and burns it up, as if tojshow_his contempt of God’s
propbet. Again’Baruch writes down the same words
in another roll, and wicked Zedekiah is threatened
with the special judgments of God for burning the
former. Yet all the warnings and threatenings seem
to have no effect upon the people. Finally Jeremiah
ig cast into the dungeon, where he sinks in the mire.
Josephus, in his account of the transaction, says that
he sank to his neck in the filth and slime. Surely
these were dark days, when apostasy and wickedness
triumphed. But God brought his faithful servant out,
and spared bis life.

- No: doubt Baruch rendered to Jeremiah all the
service he could through this perseention; for we again
read of himin the 43d chapter, as being very intimately
oonnected - with the propbet. When the remnant of
the Jews who were left from the captivity in Judea,
went down to Egypt contrary to the directions of God
by the mouth of Jeremial, even after they had in-
quired of him, we find them charging the prophet
with being influenced agsinst them by Baruch. Evi-
dently he was intimately connected with him in the
wovrk of God. This was a serious charge. While Jere.
miah professed to be speaking the word of God, they
prétended he was speaking what Baruch would have
bim speak. God punished these wicked men for this
gredt sin, and caused their utter destruction. A sim-
ilat charge has been made in our day by some who
profess to accept the manifestation of the spirit of
prophecy in our midst, and yet claim, when things
have been brought out contrary to their expectations
and wishes, that those intimately connected with it have
influenced its decisions, It is hard to see how any
more serious charge could be made against that whieh
purports to come directly from God. It is absurd to
suppose that God would choose & medium through
whith to speak directly to any people, when another,
and perhaps contrary, influence could step in and palm

itself off as the manifestation of the Spirit and work
of God. The devil may thus verk in copartunership;
but God, never. It geems tha! anciently there were
just as much suspicion and unbelief concerning the
mission of those whom God has called, as in our own
day. Evidently many of the people did not accept
Jereminh as a true prophet. '

We bave aunother mention of Baruch in the 45th
chapter of Jeremiah; and it is this to which I desire
to call especial attention, The first verse informs us
that he had written all the words of the prophet in a
book ; but it seems he felt that he had greater sacri-
fices to make than he felt able. And no wonder; for
if he had shared the adversities of the prophet Jere-
miah, he had trials that were heavy, certainly. He
says, *‘I fainted in my sighing, and I find po rest.”
Jeremish says to him, ¢ And seekest thou great things
Sor thysclf? Seck them not. For, behold, Lwill bring evil
upon all flesh,” &e.

The prophoet seems to bring to view sn important
principle here, When groat judgments are descend-
ing upon the heads of the people, when a time of great
calamity comes, God’s servants who are called to act
a part in his work, should not look for an easy time for
themselves, or expect great things,

The sarme principle is brought to view in Elisha's
words to Gehazi, after the healing of Naaman, when
he went and received gifts at the greal man’s hands,
Elisha told him the leprosy of Nawman should cleave
to him and his seed. He says, ‘‘Is it a time o re-
ceive money, and to receive garments, and olive yards,
and vineyards?”’ &ec.

1t was a time of great affliction and heavy judgment.
How sadly out of place for God's especial servants,
sent to warn the people of their dangers and their sins,
to be gefting rich in such a time of distress, and to bere-
ceiving gifts and luxuries. So of Barneh. Theprophet
would not have him expect to have great things, but
show those who were sinners that they were laboring
for something else than the good things of this world ;
in-short, that they were willing to wait for them till
the everlasting reward should be given,

It really scems to me that here is a practical lesson
for those of us who are proclaiming the last message
to the world. Either we are the basest of hypocrites,
or we believe that this generation will receive God’s
terrible judgments. Those around us who neglect
God’s warning, will feel his unmingled wrath; and we
are set apart to warn the people of these things. The
most solemn warning in the Bible is committed to our
hands. If these things are true, not only our words,
but every act of our lives, should be in strict accord-
ance with our profession, “Is il a time to veceive
money and garments?” Is it a time for us to get
rieh ?  ““And seckest thou great things for thyself?
Seek them not.” It seems to me, the moment we take
upon us the work of proclaiming the solemn message
of warning to the world, we should forever renounce
the idea of making money for ourzelves, of becoming
rich in this world’s goods. Men are watching us
closely to see whether we believe what we preach ; and
there ig manifest inconsistency in preaching that the
world is soon to perish, that the great day of God is
just upon ug, while Iaying up ti-eumfea here. If wedo
not believe this, certainly we should not preach it; if
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we do, we ahould act accordingly. We should show
all our brethren with whom we mingle, and who will
be influenced by our example, that we are not anxious
for their money ; and our livesshould ever gshow a hat-
red of oovetousness and everything like it. In short,
we should show that the eternal, enduring riches of
Heaven are what we are seeking, and not the perishable
riches of this world. Geo. I. BurLeR,

The Spirit of Mcekness.,

MerxNEsd is that grace which enables its possessor
to be submissive to the will and providences of God;
that yields and obeys when (Gtod commands, however
much the command may he contrary to his own natu-
ral inclinations. In times of deep aflliction, it keeps
him resigned and quiet. Those who have thig spirit
can, and do, meet perplexities, annoyances, opposi-
tion, repronoh, and abuse of every kind, with a mind
calm and unruffled. A “meek and quijet spirit is in
the sight of God of great price.” It adorns the
Christion character. It beautifies the man, woman,
or child, who wears it. It makes the doctrine of God
look more lovely to those who look on, than it other-
wise would. It tends to draw people toward the
truth. He who suffers reproach for Christ, and re-
mains unmoved when all manner of evil is spoken
against him falsely, shows forth the excellency of
truo religion. He who loves his enemies, does good
to them that hate him, and prays for them that de-
spitefully use him, and persecute him, is an illustri-
ous specimen of the power of grace, which will some-
times transform enemies into friends. God highly
prizes the spirit of meekness. Those who possess it
will be his in that day when he shall make up his
jewels. X

Qur Saviour said of himself, “I am meck and
lowly in heart.” This was seen in his conduct to-
ward his disciples, bearing with their dullness of per-
ception, their slowness in understanding his tench-
ings, and the teachings of the prophets. Also did it
appear in an eminent degree in his conduct toward
his enemies. He endured the contradiction of sin-
ners against himself, patiently. ¢ When he was re-
viled, he reviled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but committed himself to Him that
judgeth righteously;” and when about to die by the
cruelty of his enemies, he cried out,* Father, forgive
them.” Jesus bids us learn of him, with the prom-
ise, “Ye ghall find rest to your souls.”

Those who occupy places of great responsibility, need
this grace in a large measure. They need great en-
ergy of character, and at the same time, great meek-
ness. They meet with many hinderances, many dis-
appomunin!s, and many times, with much opposition,
Moses ne¢ded to be “the meckest man on the earth.”
Time after time he goes to Pharaoh’s court, and de-
mauds, in the name of God, the release of the Israel-
ites. Maby times he fails of securing this. And
when they are released, the great work of leading
them into the promised land, devolves npon him.
When this people are released from hondage, the hab-
its they had formed in Egypt cling to them. They
are not yet cured of their idolatrous inclinations.
They earnestly desire the flesh-pols of Lgypt. In
times of ‘trial, they murmur against DMoses, and
accuse him of bringing them out into the desert that
they may perish, They rebel. They are ready to
slone him. For forty long years this numerous peo-
ple are a source of labor, care, and distress, to him.
And what is hls retarn for all this? When God
threatens to destroy, he pleads with God that they
may be spared! Through sll his severe and long-con-
tinued trials, ‘‘he endures, as seeing Him who is in-
visible.”

The ministers of Christ, easpecially in these last
days, need much of this spirit. They are called to
instruct the ignorant, many of whom are slow to
learn the h‘uth and some of them nnwilling to learn
it at all, Frequontly these ministers are obliged to
meet unrmonable and wicked men; men of corrupt
minds, pinsayers, ete. Paul says (2 Tim. 2: 24-26 ):
¢ The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be
“gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meek-

ness instructing those that oppose themselves, if God
peradventure will give them repentance to the ac-
knowledgment of the truth,” Tnose who teach the
natural sciences are obliged to be patient. And so
the work of teaching divine truth is a slow and la-
borious work. Those who oppose the truth cannot
be gained by sharp or angry words, ridicule, or harsh
and overbearing manners. Impatience, and uneasi-
ness of spirit, drive opposers farther off; and some-
times honest inquirers, too. Patience, kindness, and
meekness, may win and save them. We ought to
give to those “ who nsk us, a reason of the hope.that
is in us, with meekness and fear.”

In Iaboring to reclaim backsliders, meekness is nec-
essary. Paul, in writing to the churches of Galatia,
said: * Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritusl restore such an one in the spirit
of meckness, oonsidering thyself lest thou also be
teropted.” The overbearing spirit cannot restore the
erring. The humble, meek, and loving spirit of
those who realize that they themselves are not beyond
the reach of temptation, has many times cffected this,
and no doubt will do it many times more.

Parents very much need this grace, in order to se-
cure their own peace and happiness, and also that of
their children. ¢ Fathers, provoke not your children
to anger, lest they be disoouraged.” *Bring them up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Fret-
ting and scolding, reproachful sayings, and undue se-
verity, sour young minds, provoke them to anger,
discourage them from (rying to do right, produce al-
ienation of feeling, and so hinder their salvation.
But the spirit of meckness and love, manifested
by parents toward their children, tends to in-
crease the affection of children toward their parents.

We ehould endure persecution and reproach with
meekness, as Jesus did. Thus multitudes who have
lived before us have done. * If ye be reproached for
the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of
glory and of God resteth upon you.” ¢ Wherefore
let them that suffer necording to the will of God, com-
mit the keeping of their souls to him in well-doing as
unto a faithful Creator.”

We shounld receive reproof with meekness. Said the
psalmist, *“Let the righteous smite me, it shall be a
kindness; and let him reprove me, it shall be an ex-
cellent oil that shall not break my head.” When the
Lord sent Nathan to him to reprove him for his guilt
in the case of Uriah, he did not get angry at the gerv-
ant of the Lord, but meekly replied, ‘I bave sinned
against the Lord.” Thus should we receive the re-
proof the Lord sends us, with meekness and patience.

We need to be in possession of this grace at all
times, eapeoially in these last days. As time ad-
vances, and the trials of the last days thicken upon
us, we shall need this exoellent grace more and more.
Good are the promises of God to the meek. ¢ The
meek will he guide in judgment.” ¢ Blessed are the
meek; for they shall inherit the earth.” Let us
then seek meckness and righteousness, that we may
gain an inheritance with the righteous, in the renewed
earth. . C. A, Osaoop.

Rochkester, N. Y.

Oppressors, Beware!

“Aud so T returned and considered all the oppressions that aro
done under the sun.”

MAN has always had a disposition to oppress his
fellow-man. Magna-Chartas have been wrung from
the bands of tyrannical kings; despotisms have been
overthrown by the indignant people; systems of
slavery have been destroyed at the cost of rivers of
blood—but still, oppressions ‘““are done under the sun.”
A race of monied tyrants has sprung into existence in
this land, and slaves yet toil for naught.

It came to light lately, that s man has, for eighteen
years, driven a New York omnibus, for the sum of one
dollar and fifty cents a day. To find cheap rent, he
located his family in Brooklyn, miles away from his
scene of labor. Consequently, it ia one o’clock before
he can get home, get his supper, and retire to rest.
At four o’clock, his wife calls him up, he eats hnrriedly,
and hastens off to his work. So for eighteen yecars;

lle has had to ateal one or two dol]ara a day from his
employers, in ovder to get hread for himself and fam-
ily. “Why don’t he leave, and get more remunerative
employment " For a hundred miles around New
York, the labor supply is greater than the demand?
and the poor man, for eighteen years, bag not had
money enough abovq his daily wants, to move his fam-
ily to alocality where labor is plenty and wages good.
But God kecps a day-book between employer and employes.
The curse of a just God is on the money extorted from
that oppressed family.

There are domestics, too, in many a so-called relig-
jous family, who never know what Sunday is, Hot
dinners must be served up, though the servants never
hear a sermon. The gormandizers.must be salisfied,
though the souls of the domestics starve.

The writer knows of & church—a splendid, respect-
able, aristocratio, ritualistic, Methodist (!) church—
whose members fancy, doubtless, that they are on the
through-line for leaven. Go out, on Sunday morning
during the sermon, to the rear of this church, and yon
will see some dozen splendid barouches, with their
drivers sitting on the boxes, smoking, reading New
York Sunday papers, or joking; while their masters
within are Awmbly listening, or infoning the lesson.
One of these drivers says Sunday is his hardest day.
Is the gospel plan such, that in order fo get these
rich men to Heaven, these poor drivers must be sent to
bell? Not exactly. Does God sece these oppressions
that ‘“are done under the sun’?

There are great clothing establisbments, owned and
conducted by Christion (!) men, that give ont work te
sewing women, paying thirty, or forty, or fifly, cents
for making & coat, a vest, or other garment, and re-
ceive for the same work, from their customers, two,
and sometimes three, dollars. These merchanis get
rich in a few years, and retire, Lo eat, drink, dress, and
ride, while the poor women stitch on wearily, day
and night, allowing themsclves but a few hours’ rest—
hardly getting bread enough to keep soul and body to-
gether, until they break down and die. Slaves in fact,
but not in name. Does God know anything about
these wrongs ?

Grain speoulators, too—some of them leading men
in our churches—get control of the grain market, and
up go the prices. True, God made bread plenty, but
men make it scarce, And now, all these men and
women, that are building up colossal fortnnes for men
that have not heart enough to pay more than forty
cents where they ought to pay a dollar, have to pinch
and stint themselves and children—and perhaps, un-
der temptation, steal—in order that grain speculators
may grow rich and build lordly palaces on our av-
enues, on commanding poinfs along our rivers and
bays, and cottages al fashionable watering-places.

Does God see all this? Yes; and he is coming,
after a little, to adjust these accounts. A great deal
of the money carned by these poor people, has been
put in with the brioks into the above-named splendid
palaces, and lavished on the dresses and turn-outs of
these oppressors, and God will come erelong to rectify
the matter. The poor and oppressed, if they live in
the fear of God, will be paid, if not in money, in the
enjoyments of religion here and hereafter. But what of
of theill-gotten fortunes ? Let the history of the South-
ern slaveholders answer. God has been down into the
South some eight yoars, settling the accounts of the
oppressors and the oppressed. Itisa very old acoount—
been running some two hundred years—and is not eas-
ily adjusted. In searching for the earnings of the op-
pressed, kept back so long by fraud, God has had to
tear down, burn, and destroy with shot and shel),
many houses, towns, and cities, A million or so of
lives have also, in one way or another, been demanded
to make the account balance; and, judging by the dis-
tarbances in the land, and the erushing debt still hov-
ering over ug, the God of eternal justice is not yet
fully satisfied.

Let oppressors everywhere know that God has
pledged himself to stand by the humble poor. If you
are ready for a fight with Omunipotence, then let the
lash fall on the poor.—m. V. LAWRRNOE, in Barnest
Christian.
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The Ugly Cast Out.

IlxrE is & man, says Beecher, that bas had a quarrel.
He never has lest a chance to suy an ugly thing, or to
have an ugly thing said against him; and his wife and
children have taken it up, and here is a set of families
that have warm times. They are as spiteful as cats
and dogs; and they throw sparks like & blacksmithe’s
forge, all the time. And yet this man is a roaring good
Christian. He goes to meeting. There is a revival;
aud his religious feelings are all aglow.. And it is «ll
right: He does feel just as he says he does. There is
no hypoerisy in his profession. He takes his hymn
book, and the minister happens to be fortunate, and
the bymn comes right home, and ciroumstances con-
cur, and the electric influences are favorable, and the
meeting is & joyous one, and he won't go home uatil
twelve o'clock. He has sung twenty hymns; and he
doos feel as theugh he could not keep himself on the
ground. ¢ Alittle more, Lord,” he says, <1 shall fly
away.” Now I want to see if to-morrow he will go to
that neighbor, and say, ‘“Look here, my dear fellow,
we are wrong—at any rate I am, whether you are or
not. I have been ugly. Forgive me. I had such a
good time last night that I must clean my heart. My
pride must come down, my vanity must come down,
and I must be reconciled to you.” He did bave & good
time, and that is the sign that the feeling which he ex-
perienced was genuine. That he roared bis hymns
joyfully was no sign of it; that he had an ecstasy of
prayer was no sign of it; but that, having that eleva-
tion, he changed it to a moral purpose; that out of
that feeling he wrought garments of duty ; that out of
that experience he came back to his fellow-men more
sympnthetio, more gentle, more humble, more Christ-
like—ah! that was o sign that the feeling was a genu-
ine one.—Sel.

Stand Firm,

Arthecritical moment, in the battle of Waterloo, when
everything depended on the steadiness of the soldiery,
courier after courier kept dashing into the presence of
the Duke of Wellington, announcing that unless the
troops at an important point were immediately relieved
or withdrawn, they must yield before the impetuous
onsets of the French. By all of these the Dnke sent
baek the same spirit-stirring message, ¢ Stand firm!”

“But we shall perish!” remonsirated the officer.

“Stand firm!"” again answered the iron-hearted
chieftain. .

“You'll find na there!” rejoined the other, as he
fiercely galloped away. The result proved the truth
of his reply ; for every man of that doomed brigade
fell, bravely fighting at his post.

What an example is this for the Christian contend-
ing under the blood-stained banuver of the oross! Shall
the worldling maintain his position at all hazards, for
merely earthly considerations, and the follower of the
meek and lowly Jesus dare nothing for the boon of
eternal life? God forbid! His pathway should he
lighted up by the flame of divine love, and in the
strength of Christ he should press manfully on from
conquering unto conquest. If he will only continne to
act thus, he will eventually achieve a glorious victory
over his last foe, and be able to shout the p®an of vie-
tory in that kingdom where the sound of weeping
never comes, and where tho weary are al rest.—Dr.
Haven,

¢ Pray and Pump ;” or, Faith and Works,

IN o geaman’s prayet:-meeting. lately, in New York,
one of the speakers thapked God that he had been a
sailor. He had been in some fight plaoes at sea,
but he never hid his religion, or lost his confidence
in God. He had learned to call upon God in trouble,
and had not been disappointed. But then, faith must
be joined with practice. Praying only, without using
effort, is not enough.

“We were once,” said he, “driven to great straits
in a gale. The wind blew a perfect hurricane, and
our ship sprung & lenk. It seemed as if we must go
to the bottom in a few minutes. Ourmen worked hard
at the pumps. The water gained on us, Death stared

us in the face. I ran down below, and on my knees
asked Jesus to save us, and give me a token. T opened
my Bible, lying before me, and Isaiah 41: 10, met my
eyes. . The words arc these, and the first I saw: ¢ Fear
thon pot, for T am with thee. De not dismayed;
for I am thy God. T will strengthen thee; yea, I will
help thee; yea, I will upbold thee with the right hand
of my righteousness,””

““That was enough. I ran on deck and told the men.
Isaid, *Men, we are going somewkere, but we are not go-
ing down.” 1 reported to them what I had asked of the
Lord, and how he had answered me.

“¢Now,” said I, ‘men, pump and pray, and pray and
pump.’ And they did it with a will. And we pumped
and prayed our vessel into Cork, as I helieve, in an-
swer to prayer and promise. Buat what is the use of
praying, with & leak in the ship, without pumping? It
g:unt ever be, work and pray, and pray and work.”—

el.

Bible Salt.

Tur Rev. John Hall, D. D, in the last number of
the American Messenger, has the following valuable
remarks on, *“Salt is Good.”” They have the true Chris-
tian savor. He says:

“Salt is good.” See that young Cbristian girl,
sweetening the life of her family, softening the hard
language of her father when he is ‘‘hitter” against
his wife, keeping good infinences over the younger
brothers nnd sisters, and by her love and gentleness
making their howe happy, and keeping one strong plea
for Christ and religion constantly before their minds.

¢« Salt is good.” See that salesman in the store,
trathful in au air of falsehood, sober in his language
where all the rest swear, and pure in his life when all
else is vile; langhed at sometimes by the rest, when
they are in & merry mood, but always sent for when
they are sick and dying,

Salt is good.” See that little company in the vil-
lage that has just grown np around ¢ the works,”
gathering on Sabbath for worship, collecting the chil-
dren for Sabbath-school, drawing in the parents, one
now and one again, living down the ungodliness of
those roving and reckless workmen, and conquering
the place for religion and virtue,

The Lord give us more and more of this salt in
tomes, and villages, and cities; for it is the one heal-
ing element cast *“into the spring of the waters ""—as
with Elisha at Jericho--that will keep away barren-
ness and death.

How to Break One’s Self of Bad Habits,

UNDERSTAND clearly the readons, and all the reasons,
why the habit is injurious. Stndy the subject until
there is no lingering doubt in your mind. Avoid the
places, the persons, and the thoughts, that lead to
temptation. We are responsible even for our thoughts.
Frequent the places, associnte with the persons, in-
dulge the thoughts, that lead away from temptation.
Koep bugy ; idleness is the strength of bad habits. Do
not give up the struggle when you have broken your
resolution once, twice, ten times, a thousand times.
While there is life there is hope, and that only shows
how much npeed there is to strive. When you have
broken your resolution through lack of firmness and
moral seﬁee, just think the matter over, and endeavor
to understand why it was you failed, so that you may
be on your guard against recurrences of the same cir-
onmstances. Do not think it a little or an easy thing
that you have undertaken. It is folly to expect to
break off & habit in a day which may have been gath-
6ring strength in you for years. Be manly, be brave.
Learn to say, No, and to stick to it.

The Art of Not Hearing,

Tur ert of not hearing is fully as important {o do-
mestic happiness as a cnltivated ear, for which so
much time and money are expended. There are so
many things which it is painful to hear, many of which,
if heard, will disturb the temper, and detract from
contentment and happiness, that every one should be
expected to take in or shnt out sounds at will. Ifa

man fall# into & violent passion, and calls me all man-
ner of names, the first word shuts my ear, and I hear
no more, If in my quiet voyage of life I am caught
in one of those domestic whirlwinds of scolding, I
shut my eyes, as & sailor would fur) his sai), and mak-
ing all tight, seud before the gale. If a hot and rest-

less man begins to inflame my feelings, I consider

what mischief these sparks might do in the magazine
below, where my temper is kept, and close the door.
Does a gadding, mischief-making fellow begin to in-
form me what people are saying of me up town, down
drops the portcullis of my ear, and he cannot get in
any further.

Some people are very anxious to hear everything
that will vex or annoy them. If it is hinted that any
one has spoken ill of them, they insiantly set about
searching and finding it out. If all the petty things
said of one by heedless or ill-natured idlers, were
brought home to him, he would become a mere walking
pin-cushion, stuck full of sharp remarks. I should as
soon thaok a man for emptying on my bed a bushel of
nettles, or setting loose a swarm of mosquitoes in my
chamber, or raising a dust in my house generally, as
to bring up to me all the tattle of a spiteful people.
If you would be happy, when among good men, open
your ears; when among bad men, shut them. It is
not worth while to hear what your servants say when
they are angry; what your children say after they
have slammed the door; what a beggar says whose
petition you have rejected; what your neighhors say
about your children; what your rivals say about your
business or dress. 1 have poticed that s well-bred
woman never hears an impertinent remark. A kind
of discreot deafness saves cne from many insulis, and
from much blame.—Moravian.

Praying for the Poor,

We are taught in the Bible to pray for the poor;
but in the Scriptures a great deal more is said about
giving to the poor than about praying for them,
Probably no olass of people are more frequently re-
membered in prayer than the congregation of the
Lord’s poor; and yet it is to be feared that most of
those who pray for the poor, do but little, if anything,
{o supply their wants.

A farmer whose cribs were full of corn, was accus-
tomed to pray that the wants of the ncedy might be
supplied ; but when any one in needy circumstances
asked for a little of his corn, he eaid he had none to
spare. Oune day, after hearing his father pray for the
poor and the needy, his little son eaid to him:
“ Father, I wish I had your-corn.”

““Why, my son, what conld you do with it?”" asked
the father. The child replied:

“I would answer your prayers.”

We can answer our own prayers oftener than we
think. With regard to the poor, Jesus says: “Ye
have the poor with you always, and whensoever yo
will ye may do them good.” How many answers to
prayer depend on our willingness to do good !—Sun-
day-School Times.

Tur Worin's Dooym.—The North British Review
thus comments on what it is pleased to call,* The
doom of the world:” What this change iz to be, wedo

not even conjecture; but we see in the heavens them- -

selves some traces of the destructive elements, and
some indication of their power. The fragments of
broken planets, the descent of meteoric stones upon the
globe, the wheeling comets wielding their loose mate-
rial at the solar surface, the voloanic eruptions on our
own satellite, the appearance of new stars, and the dis-
appearance of others, are all foreshadows of that im-
pending convulgion to which the entire systom of the
world is doomed. Thus placed on a planet which is
to be burned up, and under heavens that are to pass
away, thus treading as il were on the cemeteries of
former worlds, and dwelling in the mausoleums of
other planets, let us learn lessons of humility and
wisdom.

Tue riches of the mind arce the best ornaments for
the body.
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~Close of the Volume,

I has been enstomary to say a closing word as the
record of cach volumy was made complete. It is nat-
ural, on #nch ocenxous as the close of a volume, the
¢lose of & year, or specinl anniversaries in one's life,
that the mind should pause a moment for reflection;
that it should take » brief retrospect of the past, and
form new resolutions for the future. At the close of
the thirty-gixth volume of the REview, what shall be
said to its friends and patrons? The event will doubt-
less suggest many thoughts to their own minds. The
Review is the organ of the cause of Seventh-day Ad-
ventism. The utmost importance therefore attaches
to it, and it should be made a most efficient means in
the work. All its friends may exert a great influence
in its favor, either in oxtending its circulation or in
furnishing interesting matter for its columns; and all
iay properly ask themselves whether they have in
the past done all they could have done in this respect.
We have no fault to find with any. Many have done
well, lo whom the thanks of all lovers of the truth are
due. But cannot all do better in time to come? Is
not the time, the occasion, and this means of advanc-
ing the truth, worthy of more than ordinary effort,
just now, on the part of all interested in the work ?
All bave doubtless read, with great interest, the sug-
gestions of Bro. White in the last Review, in reference
to enlarging and otherwise improving the paper at
the commencement of the next volume. It is now de-
signed to carry out these improvements at the time
specified. Hence, now is the time for every one inter-
ested in the prosperity of the Revizw, to take hold to
work in its behalf as never before. As he well re-
marked, the period of its mission, at longest, is but
brief, and it ghould be the best religious paper in the
world, We believe Lhat all its readers will feel like
now uniting their efforts to make it snch,

The Review is the only paper advocating the third
angel's message of Rev. 14, the message that immedi-
ately precedes the second appearing of the Son of
Man. It alone, therefore, of all the Advent papers
published, occupies a consistent position on the Ad-
vent question. During the comparatively long period
of {8 publication, how many ignoble theories of men
have we seen crushed into their mother dusi by the
siately tread of Time! Men, groping in blindness,
have set time after time for the Lord to appear; they
have marked out certain revolutions to transpire at s
certain time; they have set up au insignificant per-
gonage a8 the man of sin, the Antichrist, the destined
monarch of the world, &ec., and have pathetically ap-
appealed to Time to prove them correct. DBut he,
ag it must seem to them, like a careless, blundering
Jehu, has passed right over their daintily-constructed
theories, and trodden them oul of sight in his onward
march., The past history of these interpreters is but
an accumtlation of misapplied prophecies and demol-
ished theories,

Under no guch incubus of multiplied failures does
our cause labor. On the contrary, every passing year
confirmg and strengthens our position. With tenfold
more confidence can the great features of present
truth be now set forth than they could even a few
years ago. Is God giving time that this system may
consolidate into a glorious Gibralter of strength, and
that its advocates, disciplined by experience, may go
forth like giants in its defense ?

And if the Review is indeed giving the true fulfill-
ment of the third message of Rev. 14, and the next
event to follow this work is the appearing of the Son
of Man on the great white cloud, the fact that we
have reached the close of Vol. 36, is a stariling one.
All these volumes are like so many milestones to
show us how far we have come on the last stage of
our journey, how far we have progressed in the proe-

lamation of this last message. The work is a short
one; how near must we then be to its close! With
an earnest purpose, nnweavied efforts, and firm faith
in God, let us labor on in the brief but great work
before us, uatil truth has accomplished its mission,
and ?o' warfare is closed.

/

We are drawing near to the day of God. The de-
cisions of eternity are upon us. The Master standeih
at the door. The day of the Lord is not an uncertain
object in tho dim and distant fature ; but it is, to Lim
who reads aright the page of prophecy and history, a
vivid realily, even now throwing the beams of its ap-
proaching glory, and the light of its consuming fires,
upon & slumbering world, It comes not without a
numerous array of precursors and heralds; yet it
will come to many suddenly and unexpectedly. With
what real and unfeigned surprise will multitudes
awake to their condition, as the terrible realities of
this coming day burst npon them. So different from
what they expected! So contrary to all their plans!
So fatal to all that they had hoped for or believed!
What astonishment, what amazement, what terror,
will seize them! At once they find themselves in the
unrelaxing grasp of eternity, ite irrevocable decisions
upon them, and they among the lost! And how
many, in the agony of their despair, will put the ques-
tion 1o their own sonls, Why should I be found in this
condition? And what would be their reply to such a
question? Should the Judge of all meet them with
the solemn inquiry why they had not made prepara-
tion for that day, what answer would they return?
What excuse would they render?

Would they say, Lord, this day of all days, this day
which forever concludes all human history, this deci-
give day for all the buman race, should have been
clonrly set forth in thy holy word? Tle answer
wounld be, It wase thus set forth. From Genesis to
Revelation, that word was full of it. That solemn
moment which shounld close probation and bring its
terrible retribution to the ungodly, and its glorious
reward to the righteous, was everywhere kept in view,
with warnings and exhortatione to all the race to pre-
pare for its golemn scenes. Bibles were in your hands,
and you could have read them for yourselves. And
they would stand speechless and condemned.

Wonld they say that signs should have been given
of 80 momentous an event, some strange phenomena
in nature to mark the approach of the end? The an-
swer would be, Such signs were given. The sun was
to be darkened, the moon withdraw her shining, the
gtars fall from heaven, and strange szights appear
above, and sirange convulgions be felt below. And
ere probation closed, while yet youn could have escaped
the coming wrath, the land was full of Bibles contain-
ing these predictious, and full of bistories recording
their fmlfillment. Did you care to trouble yourselves
to compare the two? And again they would siand
speechless and condemned,

Would they say that the state of the world, moral
and political, which was to mark the last days, should
have been clearly described? The answer would
come, It was so deseribed. It was declared in the
word of God that iniquity should abound, that evil
men and seducers should wax worse and worse, that
the nations should be angry, that there should be
wars and rumors of wars, and that there should be
distress of nations, with perplexity. And in your own
days every paper groaned with a record of these
things, and all the land was startled at the fearful
spectacle which the world presented. Did you not
gee it, and wonder ?  And why did yon not read its im-
port aright? Would they not again stand speechless
and condemned ?

Would they say again, that the history of nations
and the course of empire, in consecutive order, down
to the end, should have been given, that the world
might know when the last nations were on the stage
of action, at the end of whose history the kingdom of
God should be set up? Again the answer would be,
Sueh information was given in the prophetic word.
Beginning six bundred ycars before Christ, step by

Without Excuse.

step, kingdom by kingdom, event by event, the stu-
dent, of prophecy is brought down even to the closing
scenes of trouble, the dashing of all the nations to
pieces, and the standing up of Michael for the deliv-
erance of his people. And you saw the last kingdoms
of earth in a condition such that even human foresight
scarcely failed to discern the very day of their disso-
lution. Did you take the trouble to inguire what was
to follow? And again they would stand without an-
swer and without excuse.

Would they say further that messengers, divinely
sent, should have given warniog of the approach of the
great and dreadful day ; that the proclamation shonld
nave been made through all the land when that day
wag near? The answer would be again, Such
proclamation was made. The world heard; the hon-
est, humble seekers after (ruth believed ; and scoffers
everywhere raised the inquiry, Where is the promise
of his coming?

Thue their last exouse fails them; for what counld
they say more? Speechless and condemned they
stand throughout.

And, reader, so far as the evidences of the near ’
coming of Christ are concerned, they stand to-day
just as set forth above. The declarations of God’s
word, the signs in the natural world, the state of the
nations, the moral condition of mankind, and the
proclamation of the coming of the day of wrath, the
Inst message of mercy, are all before us. And the
eyes of all the world are now watching for the final
destruction of those powers at the termination of
whose career, the Bible places the opening of the day
of God. Look at the papacy, and the Ottoman power. ~
The prophet declared that as we reached the last days,
the dominion of the little horn, the papacy, should be
oonsumed and destroyed unto the cnd, And what
has been the leading feature of ils history for the
past fifty years? Answer: The falling away, one af-
ter auother, of ils strong supports. And what has
even the present year witnessed? The most sndden
and tremendous revolution in Europe that bas perhaps
ever trangpired in the world's bistory, the overthrow
of France, the last prop of the pope’s temporal power.
And now lis temporal dominion is taken entirely
away, nevermore, says the king of Italy, to be re-
stored to him again. This is an event which takes
place in close connection with the end. At the same
time we hear him uttering those great words, (papal
infallibility) of which the prophet speaks, words
which be niters in so close covnection with his de-
struction by devouring fire, that the prophet says
that both the utterance of the great words and the
destruetion in the burning flame were to occur almost
at one and the same time.

Equally startling is the aspect of affairs in the Otto-
man Empire. That power we understand to be sym-
bolized by the great river Huphrates, in Rev, 9: 14,
and 16:15. When it mcels its final overthrow, the
sixth of the seven last plagues will be falling upon
the world; for it is at that time, according to the last
of the references just given, that that river is to be
clean dried up. But the Ottoman or Turkish Empire
is tottering to ite fall, Its speedy overthrow is on all
hands expected. Russia has announced her intention
to disregard the stipulations of the treaty of 1836,
That treaty restricled, among other things, the warlike
operations of Russia in the Black Sea. Her announce-
ment is therefore simply a declaration that she is
about to restore her armamenis in those waters and
on their shores; and this is tantamount to & declara-
tion of war with Turkey; for it is for the purpose of
makinga conyuest of the Turkish possessions in Europe,
80 long coveted by Russia, that thismove is made. And
in what condition is Turkey to resist her powerful foe
of the North? It is well known that ever since the
snmmer of 1840, when the Ottoman Empire fel], that
power hag been sustained by the influence and arms
of other nations. She has not resources of ber own to
meet the emergency. And other nations which wonld
be likely, from inclination or obligation, to come to
her rescue, are either crippled by recent wars, or en-
gaged in present ones. Turkey, therefore, cannot ex-
peot much aid from them; and if the rupture comes,
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which now geems go imminent, thero appears for her
no hope. She must fall.

Such is the present condition of two powers, to say
nothing of others, the history of which brings us to
the end of all things. No observer can fail to see
their doom approaching; but who takes the trouble to
acquaint himself with what the word of God declares
is to follow these events?

And to the thoughtful reader we put the question,’
What more evidence could God have given of these
things, than he has given? What other kinds of evi-
dence could be given, or in what respect could that
which is given bo more full? And if these things are
80, and you come to the Juigment unconcerned and
unprepared, will you not be withont excuse?

¢ For our Learning.” Rom. 15.

ABSALOM'S DECEPTIONS.

¢« Axp Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the
way of the gate: and it was 8o, that when any man
that had s controversy came to the king for judgment,
then Abealom called unto him, and said, Of what oity
art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one of the
tribes of Israel. And Abealom said unto him, See,
thy matters are good and right; but there ia no man
deputed of the king to hear thee. Absalom said more-
over, Oh, that I were made judge in the land, that ev-
ery man which hath any snit or cause might come
unto me, and I would do him justice! And it was
80, that when any man came nigh to him to do
him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him,
and kissed him. And on this manner did Absalom to
all Israel that came to the king for judgment: so Ab-
salom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.”” 2 Sami.
15 : 2-6. -

The course of Absalom was so manifestly wrong,
that it seems astonishing that men were so easily led
astray by him. We notice that human pature is the
same in all ages, both in the deceiver and deceived.

1. Absalom rose early, and stood beside the way of
tbe gate. It was at the gate that judges sat to hear
oases, and he rose early, to take advantage of all whose
anxiety for redress should hasten them forth at that
hour.

2. He sought to such as ‘“had a controversy.” He
well knew that in their tried siate of mind, under the
excitement of feelitig, he conld more readily gain as-
cendency over them,

3. He decided in their favor, without hearing the
cases. When this is done, it is always evidence of a
weak mind or of a designing spirit. We blame them
that reject, or deoide against, anything without hear-
ingit. We should likewise beware of them that in-
dorse without hearing.

4. He threw out insinuations against the govern-
ment of his father to those whose minds were tried
with personal difficulties, and who, already restless,
might be molded to his purpose.

5. But he reveals the abject he had in view, though
he “sugar-coated” it with a professed love of justice:
“Obh, that I were made judge in theland !” Self-grat-
ification Jay at the hottom of all these fair speeches.

6. To make the deception more pleasing and sure,
‘“ When any man came nigh to him to do him obeisance,
he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed him.”
And so he “stole the hearts of the men of Israel.”

But Absalom was not alone in the wrong. They
who suffered their hearts to be stolen by snch fiimay
pretences, were guilty of the same gelfishnesds and in-

- gratitude,

David had been a faithful friend and servant to s-
rael from bis youth up. Unlike Absalom, he won the
hearts of the people by noble deeds of daring in their
defense, instead of stealing them by flattery. What
had Absalom ever done to prove his sincerity, and re-
gard for their rights? Nothing. His base treatment
of his father might have opened their eyes. But they
loved the deception, Fools prefer a pleasing falsehood
to an unpleasant truth, It was so with Eve. Qod had
surrounded her with a profusion of substantial bene-
fitg, but she gave them all up for one lie told by one

‘with such s competent guide!

who had never done her any benefit at all. Would
that she were alone in her folly!
Al are not reformers who talk of reform. Absalom

is not the only one who has insinuated agninst govern-
ment to get the powerinto his own bands. Lknew anin-
dividual who professed present truth, who was always
cautioning his brethren to beware of ¢ the management
of Battle Creck.” ¢« They wanted to rule! We must be
freo.”” &e¢., &c. And when any step was taken that
did not suit his mind, he said, ** They have not con-
sulted me!” And then he would strike for sympathy
to himself. Were not the eyes of all opened by this
course? No! Theirhearts were ¢ stolen,” not ¢ won.”
They could not see that his opposition to authority

‘was because it was not all in his own hands, or did not

tend to his own elevation. It is easier to show a love
of power, than to show ability to guide matters with
discretion.

They who were moved by selfishnese, and preferred
misrole to the peace and welfare of Israel, followed
Abgalom. They who regarded the authority of God,
and wept over the misfortunes of Israel, remained
with ¢“the Lord's anoiuted.”

It is easier to keep out of wrong than to get out
when once in it. Reproof does but little good, with
those who are so blind and foolish as to think they
can get ont of difficulty by running into sin! Who
is wise enough to profit by the experience of others?
J. . W,

“ Blind Guides.”

How forcible the words of Jesus! How just the
comparison! A guide to the blind, that is himself
blind! How reasonable the appreheunsion that both
will fall into the ditoh together! Who would know-
ingly trust himself to the gnidance of a blind guide?
Yet in matters pertaining to religion, in that which
relates (o our highest interest, men choose to be led
by the blind. In matters pertaining to earthly in-
terests, to mammon, they do not thus: but they are
keen-sighted and shrewd, and will trust no one to
manage for them, but those who have eyes and are
accustomed to using them. But in religion they are
willing to intrust the helm to those who are morally
blind as themselves, and fancy themselves safe with-
out any watchfulness on their own part.

Gtod sends his ministers to preach reform, lo ve-
prove sin, to correct the erring, and turn them into
the path of truth, But it is the business of blind
guides to counteract and oppose the work of the serv-
ant of God, to tell the people that they are right and
need no reform ; and the peaple love to listen Lo them,
and trast that they tell them the truth.

The poor minister of error is in a sad case. He
must defend error, and teach the people that they are
safe in breaking the commandments of God, or he
will lose his flock. Should he, on the other hand,
embrace the truth and keep the commandments,
he will lose his salary. Poor man! He mnst be
moved by higher motives, or he is doomed to see
himself and those he leads in the ditoh together. Un-
til he can take a higher stand—until he oan devote
himself to God, and truth, fearlese of the consequen-
ces—the people will compel him to defend their er-
rors, erying, Peace and safety! while they choose the
road to death; and then, oh! how confidingly, they
will trust themselves to his guidance! Our minister,
say they, is a learned man, and we may safely confide
in his judgment! They compel the mau to sustain
them in error and sin, and then how safe they feel
He is what they have
nmade him. They have educated him, and called him
to presch the dootrines they believe, and to snatain
them in their practices, however erroneons; and then
they think he must be right, and that they can trust in
him, as to & divine oracle, believing that whatever he
says will be made good, and that following him, they
will be delivered from all evil; just like a person that
carves out & god with bis own hands, and then trosis
that his god is able to deliver him.

Ah! what cau be done for poor, fallen, and
deluded humanity ?

R. F. CorrreLrn.

Argument on Sabbaton.

“ A prowNING man will catch at straws.”  This say-
ing is wonderfully illustrated in the various and con-
tradiotory arguments which are resorted to in support
of the Sunday Sabbath. Among the weskest of these,
is that founded upon the Greek of Matt. 28: 1, where
we find the phrase eis mian Subbaton, rendered first day
of the week. It is olaimed that this really means,
and ghould be translated, ¢ first day of the Sabbaths,”
as sabbaton means Sabbath. Putting this with the
phrase before it, it reads, In the end of the Sabbaths,
as it began to dawn toward the first day of the Sab-
baths. From this a grand argument is made, thus:

In the end of the Sabbaths, means the end of the old
series of Sabbaths, that is, the seventh-day Sabbaths,
which ended with the day that Christ lay inthe tomb;
and then the first day of the Sabbaths means the first
day of the new series of Sabbaths, which b:gan the
day of Christ’s resurrection, the first-day Sabbath.
Thus showing that the old series of Sabbaths ended
there, and the new series commenced at the resurrec-
tion of Christ. But is there any real truth in this as-
sumption? There is not, as may be seen by good au-
thority, on the meaning of these terms.

First, on the meaning of the term, *“In the end of
the Sabbath, as it began to dawn,”” &o. This is King
James’ translation, which is manifestly not the best
translation that might be made of the original. Mark,
in referring to the same thing, says, *“ And when the
Sabbath was past.”” Matthew must harmonize with
Mark. The following notes and translations by emi-
nent authors, will give the reader a correct idea of its
meaning.

“Matt. 28: 1. In the end of the Sabbath. The word
end here means the same as after the Sabbath; i e,
after the Sabbath was fully completed, or finished,
and may be expressed in this manner: In the cight
following the Sabbath; for the Sabbath closed at sun-
set, as it began to dawun.— Barne's Notes on Mait. 28: 1,

“Matt. 28 1. Opsede Sabb. This must, with Krebs.,
Wall., Tittm,, Kuim., and Fritz, be explained, ‘after
the Sabbath,’ 7. e., as Mark more clearly expresses it,
dia genomenon ton Sabbaton, which must determine the
gensehere. Of this signifioation, the commentators ad-
duce examples from Philost., Plut., Aelian, and Xen-
ophon.” - Bloomfield's Notes.

“Matt. 28: 1. Tn the end of the Sadbath. Opse de Sab-
baton. After the end of the week: this ig the trans-
Iation given by several eminent critics; and in this
way the word opse is nsed by the most eminent Greek
writers.”’—Clarke on Matt. 28: 1,

“Matt. 28: 1. And late in the Sabbath as it was
dawning into the first day of the week, came Mary,”
&e¢.-—DBible Union.

“Matt. 28:1. Now after the Sabbath, as it was
dawning to the first day of the week,” &e.—Diaglott.

¢ Matt, 28: 1. And after the Sabbath, when it be-
gan to dawn on the first day of the week,” &o.—Satw-~
yer. )

These authorities are sufficient to show the mean-
ing of that expression. It does not signify the end of
a series of Sabbaths, or anything like it, but simply
after the Sabbath. DBut what iz the meaning of the
phrase eis mian Sabbaton, first day of the Sabbaths?
Does it not mean the beginning of a new series of Sab-
baths? Well, if it does, then we have another new
geries of Sabbaths, beginning about twenty-eight years
after the resnrrection of Christ, as recorded in Acts
20: 7, where King James’ translation says, And upon
the first day of the week, when the disciples came to-
gether.” Here the Greek is the same as Matt. 28: 1,
mia ton Sabbaton, the first day of the Sabbaths. If this
phrase, in Matt. 28: 1, means the first day of a new
series of Sabbathg, then of course this also means the
first day of a new series of Sabbaths. We should like
to knew what new series of Sabbathe commenced way
down over twenty-eight years after the resurrection
of Christ. So also we have the phrase in 1 Cor. 16: 2,
thus having several new series of Sabbaths. The sim-
ple truth of the ¢ase is this: Among the Hebrews, the
Sabbath was the principal day of the week, and hence
the whole week was frequently called from its name,
s Sabbuath ; and the other days of the week were reok-
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oned from it. Thus, the first day of the week was
oalled the first day of the Sabbath, and =0 on. That
this is so, is pointedly proved by the following emi-
nent authors.

SABBATON-—ITS MEANING.

“ A period of seven days, n week, sing. and pl
Matt. 28: 1; Mark 16: 9,”—Greenfield’s Greck N. 1.
on Sabbaton.

“A cessalion from labor, rest, the Sabbath, a day
of rest: by syndec.a week. Mark,16:7; Luke 18:12;
Matt. 28: 1, &e.—Pickering’s Comp. Lex. of the Greck
Language.

“2. Meton. @ Sabbath, put for the interval from
Sabbath to Sabbath; hence a se’nnight, week.”"—Rob-
inson.

“Shabbath. 2. perh. week, as in the Syriac and
Greek. Matt, 28:1; Lev. 23:15; comp. Dent. 16:
9. Gesenius' Hebrew Lexicon.

“Sabbaton. 2, Week, N. T.”" Liddell and Seott.

¢ From the cireumstance that the Sabbath was the
prinoipal day of the week, the whole period of seven
days was likewise called Shabat, in Syrinc, Shabta,
in the N. T., Sabbaton, and Sabbata. Tho Jews accord-
ingly, in designating the successive days of the week,
were aocustorned Lo say the first day of the Sabbath,
that is, of the week; the second day of the Sabbath,
that is, Sunday, Monday, &c. Mark 16: 2, 9; Luke

‘| 24: 9.7 —Eney. of Relig. Knowl., Art. Week.

¢« Sabbath is also taken for the whole week. Luke
18:12. 1 fast twice in the week: in the Greek it is,
I fast twice in the Sabbath.” — Cruden.

This fast was on the second and fifth days of the week,
says Bloomfield in his Greek N. T.

«The seventh day, which we term Saturday, was
styded among them (the Jews) the Sabbath, that is, the
day of rest. And because this was the most import-
ant day of all in the week, the whole week came to be
called from ils name, a Sabbath; whence the other
days were called also the first day of the Sabbath, the
second day of the Sabbath, and so on in their order.”
Nevins' Biblieal Antiguities, p. 174.

“The Jews called Sunday one of the Sabbath, that
is, the first day of the week, Mounday was two of the
Sabbath.” Union Bible Dict., Art. Weeks,

« Sabbathum is also taken for the whole week.”
Calmet., Art. Sabbath.

Other remarks might be made, and facts stated,
showing the absurdity of the argument founded on
this phrase ; but these certainly are all-sufficient for
any candid mind. D. M. Caxricuer.

Adel, Iowa.

Sin and Sickness.

Turse are companions. Sin brought death into the
world, and all our woe. Not only does death come
a8 the penalty of the violation of moral law, but sick-
ness follows as the effect of the violation of physical
law. Intemperance in eating or drinking, or in the
indulgence of propensity, is sure to be followed, sooner
or later, by physical suffering. The sinner against his
physical nature will find that digease is the penalty.
Hence, the pardon of sin and the healing of disease
accompany each other,

When the sick came’to Christ to be healed of their
bodily infirmities, he heard their request and forgave
their sins. Said he, ‘““Thy sins be forgiven thee.”
And the Scriptures elsewhere connect pardon with heal-
ing—** Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth
all thy diseazes.” Ps. 108:8. < And the prayer of
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him
np; andif he have committed sins, they shall be for-
given him.” James 5: 15. Andthose who gain a por-
tion in the world to come will be delivered from both
sin and sickness. -**And the Inhabitant shall not say,
I am sick: the peaﬂ'o"-’lm dwell therein shall be for-
given tifeir il%qit_it;.” Tsa. 83: 24.

P & R. F. CorTRELL.
e gl
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Folly is mm“nning of pride, and shame will be

the end of it. .

Chinese Chronology.

Somn of the enemies of the cross of Christy who
would be glad to overthrow the Bible, have got hold of
some statements concerning the fabulous chronology
of the Chinese, and are trumpeting it around, saying
the Chinese Empire has stood for some fifleen or
twenty thousand years; and, consequently, the Mo-
saic acconnt of creation must be false, as well as the
account of the flood. For the beuefit of those who may
be attacked by these enemies of the Bible, we give the
following historical extracts fromm standard histo-
rians and chronologers:—

“Nearly all the Eastern nations have legends of
times when gods ruled on the esrth for many thousands
of years, giving way to demigods, and these, to men;
but these olaims are considered by chronologists to be
undeserving attention, and to have arisen simply from
difficnlty of conceiving an abrupt commencement to
the existing order of hnman events.”—New Amer. Cy-
clo., Vol. 5, p. 202.

“Jtis . . . manifest that the high antiquity of the
Chinese Empire must be dee:ned little better than s
fiction.”— Universal History, Vol. 20, p. 7.

“Their original . . . savors strongly of fable, as
does also the history of several of their first emperors.’)
— Univer. Hist., Vol. 20, p. 109. *“In fine, that the
Chinese annals cannot be depended upon, may be in-
fered even from Confucius himself, who more than hints

“the inacenracy of them ; nay, that many of the oldest

materials for snch annals had been destroyed before
be wrote.”— Univer, Hist., Vol. 20, p. 155,

«In the memoirs concerning the history, arts, ete.,
of the Chinese, extraoted from the grand annals, and
lately published by the missionaries of Pekin, it is as-
serted, thatall the relations of events prior to the reign
of Yao, or You (as differently pronounced by differ-
ent writers), which they date ». 0. 2057, ¢ are fabulous,
oomposed in modern times, unsupported by authentic
records, and full of contradictions. And.that neither
the Cho-king or Xu-king, their most ancient and au-
thentic record, nor the books of Confucius (who died
B. 0. 479), or of his disciples, make mention of any
genealogies, or princes, before ¥Yuo, Iiis also proved
that the origin of the Chinese Empire cannot be placed
higher than one or two generations before Yao.'"—
Dr. Hales' Chron., Vol. 1, p. 296.

CRECIAN CHRONOLOGY.'

¢ A little after the death of Alexander the Great,
they began to set down the generations, reigns, and
successions, in numbers of years: and, by putting
reigns and successions equivalent to generations, and
three generations to a hundred, or a hundred and
twenty (as appears by their chronology), they have
made the antiquities of Greece three or four hundred
years older than the truth.”—<¢ Chronology of Ancient
Kingdoms,” by Sir Isaac Newlon, p. 8.

" EGYPTIAN CHRONOLOGY.

“The priests of Egypt told Herodotus that Menes
built Memphis and the sumptuons temple of Vulean,
in that city, and that Rhampsinitus, Maris, Asychis,
and Psammiticus, added magnificent porticoes to that
temple. And it is not likely that Memphis conld be
famous before Homer’s days, who doth not mention
it, or that a temple could be above two or three hun-
dred years in building. The reign of Psammiticns
begau six hundred and fifty-five years before Christ,
and I place the founding of this temple by Menes,
about two hundred and fifty-seven years earlier; bnt
the priests of Egypt had so magnified their antiqui-
ties before the days of Herodotus, as to tell him that
from Menes to Msris (who reigned two hundred
years before Psammiticus), there were three hundred
and thirty kings, whose reigns took up as many ages;
that is eleven thousand years, and had filled up the
interval with feigned kings, who had done nothing.
And hefore the days of Diodorus Sicnlus, they had
raised their antiquities so much higher, as to place
six, eight, or ten, new reigns of kings between those
kings, whom they represented to Herodotus to sue-
ceed one another immediately.”—¢ Clron. of Ancient
Kingdoms,” by Sir Isaac Newton, p. 6.

The Egyptians held that on the account of the rich

“ goil, the first men were formed in Egypt,” or grew
up out of the ground.—Diodorus Siculus, Vol. 1, pp.
18, 19.

¢« From Osiris and Igis, to the reign of Alexander
the Great, who built a city after his own name, the
Egyptian priests reckon above ten thousand years, or
(as some writo) little less than three and twenty thou-
sand years.”—Diodorus Siculus, Vol. 1, p. 29,

How' did they make out 8o many years?

«In their fabnlous stories, they say that the most
ancient of their gods reigned twelve hundred years. ..
apiece.” The Egyptian priests, in thoir computation
of time, do reckon above three and twenty thousand
years from the reign of Sol to the passage of Alexan-
der the Greatin to Asia.”— Diodorus Sic., Vol. 1, p. 32,

It is said they had lunar years of thirty days each.

Diodorus Siculus says :—** The priests have fabulously
reported ” that “the gods and demigods reigned in
Egypt for the space almost of eighteen thousand years.”
 Afterward, they say that men reigned thero the
space of fifteen thousand years, to the one hundred
and eightieth Olympiad, at which time I myself came
into Egypt, in the reign of Ptolemy, who took upon
him the name of Dionysius the Younger,"--Diod., Vol,
1, p. 50.— World's Crisis.

Adel, Yowa.

Fripay, Nov. 25, self and wife again left home for
Adel. I am sorry to say that this place has been
sadly neglected. Neither of us had been back here
since the tent left last Jnly, This is like planting
corn, and leaving it all summer without eultivation.
Henceifthereis any fruit, itisnothanksto us, buttoGod
aud the power of his truth., "We were therefore thank-
ful to find those who embraced the truth, fourteen in all,
still holding on, keeping the Sabbath, having meetings,
and apparently growing some in the work. One good
sister nearly stumbled over the health reform, Having
heard but little about it, of course they could not be
expected to see it in the light we do. She was told,
and came to believe, that it was made a test of church
fellowship by us. Very naturally she did not feel
like being compelled in this manner to do what she
conld see no reason in. It is very sad, indeed, that
such impressions should be given by any one. We
tried to relieve her mind by setting it in its proper
light before her. We are confident that she will now
feel better, and take hold again.

We had some very good meetings with the friends,
trying to prepare them for baptism, organization,; &c.
Several'of them have their tobacco-using to overcome.
This they are now trying to do. We pray God they
may succeed, Organized Systematic Benevolence,
which amounts to $85.80. Spoke three times in the
court-house, to a goodly number. As many came out
as did when the tent wag here—more I was told than
any other church in town could get ont. We found
several still interested and inquiring. Some we have
strong hopes of. They seem almost decided now to

obey. We feel it duty to return there soon, and-held
meetings for o couple of weeks., On the whole, we
feel encouraged about Adel. -

D. M. CaxrniGur.

Held in Honor.

Rev, John A, Broadus, D. D., well says: ¢Panl
did not sit still at Ephesus, praying and doing noth-
ing. He worked hard to get up a collection among all
the churches within reach. He gave command for a
regnlar, systematic contribution in Galatia and Corinth.
He sent an agent to Corinth, once and again, and la-
bored himself as a collector in Macedonia. His sec-
ond epistle to the Corinthians contained so much of
earnest pleading for the collection, that we may be
very sure some of the grumblers at Corinth said it was
‘entirely too much about money.” The apostle
strained every nerve to make the contributions general
and liberal; and the inspired word of God contains
the most impassioned appeals for money ever written.’

The temple of God is in the heart of the lowly.
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Is it Right? ‘

Is it right for our churches to neglect the ordi-
nances month after month, quarter aftey r guarter, and
even year after year? Aro the ordinances of any use,
virtue, or authority? or are theymot? Can God bless
us as members, or as churches, where the loly ordi-
nances of his house are thus habitually disregarded
and neglectod ?

This subjeot was brought foroibly to my mind at
our late meeting at Monroe. On inquiry, I found
that there were old brethren and sisters who had been
in the truth from five to twelve years, belonging
to organized oburches, and yet who had never taken
part in the ordinances more than once or twice, and
some not at sll. I could hardly believe it. The eld-
ers of our churches have the authority to attend to this,
though no minister should visit them. Monthly meet-
ings also are good occasions for this, which should
not be neglected. As often as ye do this, says Paul,
“ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.”” 1 Cor.
11:26. Solomn oconsion! The emblems of our dy-
ing Lord before ns! Thoughts of Gethsemane, the
last supper in the upper chamber, and of Calvary,
fill our minds. All this our Master suffered for us,
for our sins. It is good for the soul that we should
often meditate upon these scenes, Our Lord has
left us a solemn and appropriate memorial of them.
Should we not carefully observe it?

D. M. CaNRIGHT.

John Quincy Adams® Mogher.

«“TweLve or fifteen years ago,” says Ex-Governor
Briggs, I left Washington threo or four weeks in the
spring. While at lome, I possessed myself of the
letters of Mr. Adams' mother, and read them with ex-
ceeding interest, Iremember an expression in one of
the letlers addressed to her son, while yet a boy
fwelve years of age, in Kurope. Says she, ‘1 would
rather see you laid in your grave than you should
grow up a profane and graceless boy.’

« After refurning to Washington, I went over, and
said to Mr. Adams, ‘1 have found out who made youn.’

“«What do yon mean ?’ said he.

1 replied, ¢ I bave been reading the letters of your
mother.’

«If I had spoken that dear name to some little boy
who had been for weeks away from his dear mother,
his eye could not have flashed more brightly, or his.
face glowed more quickly, than did the eye and face
of that venerable old man when I pronounced the
name of his mother. He stood np, in his peculifr
manner, and emphatically said,

“¢Yes, Mr. Briggs; all that is good in me, I owe
to my mother.’

¢ (h, what a testimony was that from this venera-
ble man to his mother, who had in his remembranoe
all the stages of his manhood! ¢All that is good
in me, [ owe to my mother.’

¢ Mothers, think of this when your bright-eyed little
boy is about. Mothers make the first impressions
upon their children; and these are last to be effaced.”
—8el.

Farra vs. Pracrice.—A practical philanthropist,
who picks drunkards out of the mire, gets them
washed and clothed, and restored to their right
minds, once visited & poor widow on & cold winter
day. * Have faith in Christ,” said one,” he will help
yow.” Quoth the practieal man, Tt is not faith in
Christ she lacks; she bas as much of that as you or
I; it is wood she stands in need of. Mer faith will
not save her with the thermometer at zero. Do youn
think the Saviour will come and tip up two feet of
wood at her door? No such thing. She has got faith,
but wants fire-wood.”

The missionary went his way; there was no more
that he could do. The practical man had the wood
there in an hour.

We often censure the conduct of others, when, un-
der the same circumstances, we might not have acted

mention.’ "’

MISCELLANEOUS.

- —— -

Tas Presext Moran Starvs or tar Fravcmx Na-

TioN.~In a recent exchange we find the following de-
geription of the morality of the Fremoh people. In
what a fearful conditicn must a country be against
which such terrible charges can be made. And al-
though thoe French people perhaps take the lead in
these things, other nations cannct be far behind., Is

not the world about ripe for tho judgments of the Al-
mighty ?

“The Rev. M. Pilutte, 2 Protestant clergyman of
Nice, says, in an address to his people:

#¢Qur principles and manners have been corrupted.
We have absolved, glorified, and orowned, perjury.
We bave regarded as mere prejudices, conscience and
truth. We have made light of whatever is pure and
sacred among men. Woman, marriage, and ils holy
dutics, all the domestic virtues, bave been for us sub-
jects of ridicule. Our theaters and our schools have
become schools of immorality, By the frivolity of
our character, by our long resignation to servitude, by
the lowness of our tastes, by our shameful fashions, by
our obscene songs, we have dishonored our times, and
seandalized the world., In all the ranks of our society
vice has flourished, exposing without shame, before
the eyes of all, that which it is not permitted even to

Tor Maxp raatr Savep Us.-~Two painters were
employed to freseo the walls of a cathedral. Both
stood on the rude soaffold constructed for their pur-
pose, some forty feet from the floor.

One of them was so intent upon his work that he
became wholly absorbed, and in admiration stood off
from the picture, gazing at it with intensc delight.
Forgetting where he was, he moved back slowly, sur-
veying entirely the work of his pencil, until be had
neared the edge of the plank upon which he stood.
At this critical moment, his companion turned sud-
denly, and, almost paralyzed with horror, beheld his
imminent peril; another instant, and the enthusiast
would be precipitated upon the pavement beneath.
If he spoke to him, it was certain death ; if he held
his peace, death was equally sure. Suddenly he re-
gained his presence of mind, and seizing a wet brush,
flung it against the wall, spattering the picture with
unsightly blotches of coloring. The painter flow for-
ward and turned upon his friend with fierce upbraid-
ings; but starting at his ghastly face, he listened to
his recilal of danger, looked shudderingly over the
dread space below, and with tears of gratitude blessed
the hand that saved bim.

Just so we sometimes get absorbed upon the pie-
tures of the world, and, in contemplating them, slep
backward, unconscious of our peril; when the Al-
mighty in mercy dashes our beautiful images, and
draws us, at the time we are complaining of his deal-
ings, into his outstretched arms of compassion and love.

WoeNEvER we get angry, we are sure to do very
foollsh things, and give our opposers the advantage
over us. You cen do mischief in one fit of anger, that
will follow you all your lifetime. Those who witness
it, will not forget it; and their love for you must be
very deep and strong to overlook it, and love you just
as much as before. People generally will not show
this forbearance toward you.

gwniut&xmta.

e~
Aud as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Ieaven is at hand,
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Provinexce Eermitting. we will meet with the church
in Copvis, Mich., Dec. 17. Brethren from Battle Creck,
Nowton, and Barlington, are invited to attend.
Jaues Warre,
EvLexy G. Wik,
e Dt
Tre Seventh-day Adventists of Mound City and Center-
villo, Kansas, will hold the first quartcr? meeting for
1871, the first Sabbath and first-day of Janvary next,

half as well. .

Wonld be glad to see any of the bretbren from other
points, . J. H. Cook.

Tag next quarterly meeting for the churches in Hills-
dalé Co., Mich,, wlll be bheld in Hillsdale, Sabbath
and first-day Dec. 31, 1870, and Jun. 1, 1871, Meectings to
commence with the Subbath., An invitation is extended to
the scatiered friends in Somerset, and vicinity, to come
and join with us in the worship of God, and receive his
blessing. A minister is invited, and exﬁ)ectcd.

for the church, W. B. Castie, Olerk,
— e

Tre next quarterly meeting in R. I, will be with the
church at Curtis' Corner, Dec. 17 and 18, We hore all
our brethren and sisters will come so as to be at all the
meetings. Cannot Bro, S, N. Haskelt be present?

Japez C. Tvexsn, Olerk.
— O .

Moxrany meeting at Cottage, alias *Slab City,” Catt. Co.,

N. Y., on the first Sabbath, and first-day following, in Jan<

uary, 1871, “Forsako not the assembling of yourselves
together,” R, F. Corrrert.

£
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9 S
Battle Oreek, Mich,, Third-day, Dec. 13, 1870,
pe¥ Through the blessing of the Lord we have
recovered from our recent attack of fever, which was
brought on by overlabor, and have regained our
usual deégree of health. During the period of conval-
escence, hy the advice of physician and friends, we
spent a few weeks with brethren abroad, visiting
" Detroit, Mich., Rochester, Lancaster, Parma, and
Oloott, N. ¥. In all these places, no pains were spared
to make us comfortable and at home. The cordial
greetings of the brethren, and their Christian hospit-
ality, will be remembered by us with the greatest pleas-
ure. At Olcott, we felt deeply impressed with the
solemnitieg of the present hour, while trying to pre-
sent some of the evidences that we are in the closing
moments of time, and that the last remnants of proph-
¢oy are being rapidly fulfilled before our eyes. It was
cheering to meet some whom we had not seen for many
years; and to find them still strong in the cause; and
we were happy to meet many whom we had never
seen, and to form an acquajntance, which we trust
~ will soon be perfected and forever perpetuated in the
kingdom: of God.

— e

. B Tax Game or Live, InLusTratep.—The game in
progression, the game lost, the game won. With ex-
planatory notes. Introduction by Eld. James White.

Thus reads the title-page of one of the most impress-
ive and instruotive little works ever published. The
fol'(oviin'g ig from' the introduction :

¢ This work is not denominational. It will be ac-
cepted by thoughtful Christians of all evaungelical.de-
nominations, as & most impressive illustration of the
great practical truths of the word of God.

“The influence of this work must be good, and only
good, upon all minds, in all stages of Christian expe-
rience. The mature Christian may, in these iliustra-
tions, view with the greatest satisfaction the dangers
he has passed, and the victories he has gained; while
those just entering upon the Christian life, may here
learn lessons of great profit in coping with our com-
mon foe.”

The work has three beautifully-executed, as well as
wonderfolly-impressive, illustrations of * Satan play-
ing the game of life with man for his soul.” The
drawings are five by six inches, with a liberal margin.
We pay the artist for simply drawing them on stone,
the sum of ninety dollars. And the work in every
respect is beautifully executed. It would make a
fine little holiday present. Price, in board, 50 cents;
postage 8 cents; in paper, 30 cents; postage 2 cents.

James WHITE.

By~ The prices of our English Bibles at this Office,
will be, in fature, about one-fifth higher, as we arein-
formed from the custom-house, that duties must be
paid on them, if received by mail. Duties are 25 per
cent on the gold value. Jamrs Warre,

N Y. gmd Pa. Conference,

Taxz first quarterly report for the Conference year,
from th_o\”oﬁpfchea and wministers, will be due, Jan. 1,
1871. Let them all come in on time.

R. F. CorrrELL, Sec'y.

Ridgeway, Orleans Co., N. Y.

PrrsoNs writing Lo A. R. Morse, Battle Creek,
Mich., will please direct to Revizw Drawer.

To SEEK to be alone with the friend we love, is a
large proof of our love to him.
know the depth of his affection for Jesns, does well to
lock af the pleasure he derives from, and the time he
devotes to -the enjoyment of, interconrse with this
friend alone, '

mEbtf‘Appointmnts and Business, see previous
page.

He who desires to.
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