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A LITTLE WHILE."

“What is this that ho salth, ‘A little while?'™ John 18:18,

Om | for tho peace whioh floweth an a river,
Msking life’s desert places bloom and smile!

Oh! for the fuith to granp Hoaven's bright * forever,”
Amid the shadows of earth’s ¢ littlo while !

A little while,” for patient vigil keeping,
To face the stern, to wrestle with the strong ;

“A little while " to sow the seed with woeping;
Then bind the sheaves, and sing the harvest song.

“Alittle while " to wear the robe of sadness;
To toil with weary step, through miry ways,

Then {0 pour forth the fragrant oil of gladness,
And clasp the girdle round the robe of praise.

“ A little while,"” midst shadow and illusion,
To strive by faith, love’s mysteries to spell;
Then read asch dark enigma’s bright solution,
Then Lail wight's verdiot, “[fle doth all things
well,”

¢ A little while,” the envthen pitcher taking
To wayside brooks, from far off fountainy fed ;
Then the cool lip its thirst forever slaking
Beside the fuliness of the fountain-hesd.

“Aldittle while,” to keep the oil from failing ;
“A little while," faith’s flickering lsmp to trim;
And then the Bridegroom’s coming footateps hailing,
To haste to meet him with the bridal bymn,

And He who is himself the gift and giver,
The futare glory and the present amile,
With the bright prowmise of tho glad * forever,"
Will light the shadows of the * little while.”
- Sel.

BXAHIHA’I“ION OF T, M. PREBLE'S FIRST-
DAY SABBATH,

ANDREWS.

BY XLD. J., N.

CHAPTER TWELVE.

THE TWENTIETH OF ACTS FATAL TO THE
 FIRST-DAY SADBBATII.

Ix chapter nine, we had occasion to ex-
amine the entire book of Acts in our gearch
after the new apostolic Sabbath. As space
did not then admit an extended notice of
Acts 20: 7 in connection with Eld. P.'s re-
marks thereon, this was deferred until after
we had examined his argument from Sab-
baton. Having now attended to this daty,
and having also attended to his argument
from the margin of Acts 13: 42, which
seemed to come next in order, we now re-
turn to Acts 20:7. We quote Eld. P.'s
argument on this text as follows :—

“And when he was in 1'roas, we find Paul hold-
ing his meeting on the rirst day of the wexk ‘in sn
upper room," in the * third story,’ instead of & seventh-
day, Jewish synagogue. Now let the reader remem-
ber that the meeting held at Troas was on the first
day of the week (Saddaton), and mof on the seventh
day of Sabbaton. It was not & might (Groek nux)
meeting exclusively ; as certain ones would have us
believe, #o as to make it appear that Paul < journeyed’
(?) on the first day of the week., But it was » day
(Acemeran) moeting, commenced on the first day of
the week (Sadbaton), and not the first night. The
mesting continned through the firut day and throngh
the second night; and thus Paal *journeyed’ on
the second day of the week. DBut, says the objector,
the word Sabbalon, rendered week, has nothing to
do with this matter ; and the word ‘day’ is not found
in the original, where it is rendered *firat day of
the week’ in our common version.”” pp. 106-107.

To show that Sabbaton is here rightly
rendered week, and that the construction of
the original demands the word keemeran,
day, to complete the sense, so that « first day
of the week ' is a correct translation of the
original term, Eld. P. quotes an argument
from the pen of Bro. U. Smith, found in
Both Sides, pages 118, 119, As we fully
accept the argument of Bro. Smith, and
freely admit his conclusions, we have no oc-
casion to quote this, Eld. P. then adds:—

“So we have as plainly as language oan say it
that Paul did hold his meeting at Troas the ¢ first day
of the week.'” p. 107,

In the second part of his book, Eld. P.
again argues ‘“the first-day Sabbath "
from this text. He attempts to prove that
Paul did not simply hold an evening
meeting at Troas, but that he preached dur-
ing the daytime of the first day of the
week and continued hisspeech till midnight
of the second day. e freely admits that
the days of the week begin at evening. He

' truthfully declares “ there was ¢ day "as well

as ‘night’ included in this period of twenty-
four hours.” But we give his argument in
his own words :—

“Tarning to the Old Testament, we find the He-
brew word for day is yokm—as in Gen, 1:5—'God
enlled the light day." This word occurs about two
thousand times in the Old Testament, and i3 invari-
bly used when the light part of the day of twenty-
four hours is reforred to. And the actions, or labors,
of men are generally spoken of as being in the day
(yohm) or light part of the twenty-four hours. A
uiarked distinction was kept up between day and
stight. (See Joshua 2:5; Job. 24:16; Isa. 5:20,)
The Hebrew word for night is lah-yil, as in Gon, 1: 5.
If anything took plnce, or was done, in the nighs
(lak-yil), it is so stared and called mighs, not day;
as may be seen by examining about two hundred
places where this word is found. (See Gen, 14:15;
81:89; 82:22; Ex. 10:13; Lev, 8:356; Num, 14:
14; Judges 16:2, 3; 1 8am. 19:10, 24; Jer. 33:
20; 80:4; 62:7.)

‘“In passing {0 the New Testament, wo find the
Greok word heemeran, rendered day, occurs sbont
thres hundred and seventy.five times; and if any-
thiong took plnce in the light part of the twenty-four
hours, it is called dey, Acemeran, or heemeraz. For
night, the Greek word is nuz, or nukfor; which is
found about sixty-five times in the New Tostament.
And the reader oan ensily satisfy himsell that if
anything took place in the night (nux), the time was
oalled night, and not day. (See Mstt. 2:14; 12: 40;
Lake 6:6; 21: 37; Acts9:24, 26; 17:10; 27:27.)

“ The Greek word for midnight is mesonuktion, as
in Aeota 16:25; 20:7. This proves that the meet-
ingin Acts 20: 7 was a day (heemeran) meeting, and
not & night (nux) meeting, although it continued
until midnight. And we not only prove that it wan
& day meeling, bul we prove that it was a meeting
on the *rirer pay’-—not second day, nor seventh
day. “Prof. Hackelt, Kitto, Prynne,’ ete., are not
quite so good ‘sfandard authorities’ as the Holy
Seriptures; and therefore we feel quite free to
‘deny’ that the meeting was exolusively a night meet-
ing; it began the “first day’ (heemeran), and eon-
tinued until midnight of the second day, when Paul
henled the young man who fell from the window;
then heo continued his speaking and bresking of
bread until the morning, or daylight of the second
day, or Mounday, when he was ready to start on his
Jjourney, after having enjoyed a glorious Sabbath
with the disciples. Their meeting continued through
the ¢firat day (Aeemeran) of the week,” and also
through the night of the second day of the week.”
pp. 207-200.

It would appear from these quotations,
which present Eld. P.’s entire argument for
the first-day Sabbath from Acts 20: 7, that
he supposes only one thing necessary in or-
der to establish his favorite institution, and
that i3, to prove that Paul's meeting was
held during the daytime of the first day of
the week. Let us state the proposition,
and then draw from it the conclusions
which are supposed to follow.

" Proposition. Paul held one meeting
with the church at Troas in the daytime
of the first day of the week.

Conclusions. 1. Therefore the church
at Troas always met for worship on the first
day of the week. 2. Therefore all the
churches throughout the whole world met
every week for worship on this day. 3.
Therefore Paul must have commanded the
observance of this day. 4. Therefore all
the apostles must have commanded it also.
5. Therefore they did not observe the sey-
enth-day Sabbath. 6. Therefore they did
change the Sabbath to the first day of the
week. T. Therefore the primitive church
labored on the seventh day of the week,
and abstained from labor on the first day,
as all mankind should now do.

Such is the argument that is drawn from

Acts 20: 7, in behalf of the first-day Sab- |

bath. It is a great pyramid of evidence
for first-day sacredness. But there is one
difficulty that mars the felicity of this occa-

sion. The pyramid is upside down! It
stands upon its point and not upon its base.

Let us state what seems to be a reasona-
ble demand for evidence in the case of this
text, inasmuch as the entire argument for
the first-day Sabbath in the book of Acts
is narrowed down to this one verse. As
this verse covers the entire ground of apos-
tolic action, if itis to estubligh the new Sab-
bath, it should show,

1. That the disciples were accustomed to
assemble weekly upon the first day of the
week.

2. That they did this to commemorate
the resurrection of Christ.

3. That they did it in obedience to di-
vine or apostolic precept.

In asking these three things we have
asked that only which is absolutely indis-
pensable if we are to govern ourselves b
the authority of the Scriptures. Indeed,
we should in strict juetice demand = fourth';
viz., that they should be required to rest
from labor on that day in the place of thus
resting upon the seventh.

Had we these things in this text, we
should be constrained to say that the divine
warrant for Sunday observance, though long
eluding our earnest search, has at last been
found. Whether we have them or not, must
be decided by an examination of the text.
Here it is:—

Acts 20:7: ¢ And upon the first day of
the week, when the disciples came together
to break bread, Paul preached unto them,
ready to depart on the morrow; and con-
tinued his speech until midnight.”

Let us now carefully determine how fully
this text responds to the necessities of the
first-day Sabbath. That it confers no sa-
cred title upon the day is sufficiently mani-
fest. Were his argument from Sabbaton
worth anything, he might claim that Luke
here calls thia%ay “the first-day Sabbath.”
But he waives such a claim, 23 we have
seen, and we have shown in chapter ten that
his argument from Sabbaton is absolutely
worthless. We have, then, four questions
to ask concerning this text, in fairly testing
its capacity to meet the necessities of the
first-day Sabbath :—

1. What does this text say respecting
abstinence from labor on this day? The
most ardent first-day man-—say our friend,
Eld. P., for instance—must confess, how-
ever reluctantly, that it does not even hint
at such = thing.

2. What does it offer in the character of
a divine or an apostolic precept command-
ing the disciples to assemble on this day?
Alas! it offers nothing.

3. What does it say concerning a purpose

“on the part of the disciples to commemorate

the resurrection of Christ? It does not
even allude to such a purpose, but does ex-
pressly state their design to be, that they
might break bread, an ordinance appointed
solely for the object of showing the death
of Christ by the breaking of his body
upon the cross. 1 Cor. 11:23-26. Luke's
statement of the object of this meeting
shows it to have been the commemoration
of Christ’s crucifixion. And Eld. P. lays
down this rule which bears directly upon the
case before us: “ All who observe * the first
day of the week’ for the Sabbath, believe
that it was-the resurrection, and not the
crucifixion which is to be commemorated by
the observance of the first-day Sabbath.”
E. 289, It is certainly remarkable that

uke states with distinctness the purpose to
celebrate the memorial of the crucifixion,
but says nothing concerning a purpose to
commemorate the resurrection. We come
now to the final question. '

4. What does this text say relative to
the stated custom of the disciples to assem-
ble on the first day of the week? The
whole subject under consideration is nar-
rowed down to this one question. It may
be thus stated: Does this text represent
the disciples at Troas as assembling upon the
first day of the week in accordance with an
esmblis{ed custom, or does it represent this
meeting as something peculiar and unusual ?

We say that it was not & stated meeting,
but something out of the ordinary course of
things; our opponents claim that it was
held in accordance with an established cus-
tom of meeting upon the first day of the
week in place o% the seventh. The first-day
argument is in substance this:

1. That the New-Testament church, or
rather that all mankind, are commanded to
rest from labor on the first day of the week
instead of the seventh, is proved by the
fact that,

2. They are commanded to commem-
orate the resurrection of Christ by as-
sembling for worship on that day, which
must have been the case because that,

3. The entire apostolic church actually
did commemorate that event in this manner,
which we know to have been the case, be-
cause that,

4. The disciples at Troas were accus-
tomed to assemble from week to week on
that day to break bread!

But this fourth statement itself is only an
inference, which may not prove to be at all
founded in fact. Instead of proving to be
a stated meeting in commemoration of the
resurrection, it may be found an unusual
meeting, noted because of the extraordinary
circumstances of the case, and actually held
in the night season of the first day of the
week. Indeed, Eld. P. devotes his entire
argument from this text to the proving—so
far as he is able—that this meeting at T'roas
was convened in the daytime of the first
day of the week, and that it was not simply
a meeting during the dark lpart of the first
day. If he cannot establish this point, his
failure is fatal, as the text will then become
a positive proof that the first day of the
week was not considered a Sabbath by the
apostle Paul. But, on the other hand, if he
succeeds in his effort to prove that this
meeting was convened in the daytime, he
has by no means proved that this was a
stated custom even at Troas; and yet it is
by a series of extraordinary inferences, al-
ready enumerated, that the obligation of all
manzind to hallow the first day of the week
a8 the Sabbath is deduced from this supposed
custom at Troas. We will first ascertain
whether this was a stated custom, or estab-
lished usage, to assemble upon the first day
of the week ; and, second, whether the par-
ticular meeting in question was a day meet-
ing running into the night, or a night meet-
ing which ended in firet-day labor. The
examination of Eld. P.'s remarks upon this
text are necessarily deferred till this last
question arises, inasmuch as he has spoken
on this point only.

Were the disciples at Troas accustomed
to assemble on the first day of the week?
Luke does not intimate that they were.
But had this been their custom, would he
have been likely to intimate the fact? Cer-
tainly it was very important that he should,
if the events at Troas were to constitute an
argument for the change of the Sabbath.
Wﬁt was Luke's manner of writing? Was
it to pass in silence the fact that certain
things which he had occasion to name
were instances of existing customs ! If so,
he might do thus in this case. Or was it
his manner, whenever he mentioned any act
which was an instance of an existing custom,
to specially note that fact? If this were
the case, then the fact that he failed to do
it in the instance of the first day, becomes
a most conclusive argument that such cus-
tom did not exist in the case of that day;
as he freely names such customs in the case
of long established institutions, which need
no such mention in order to give them cur-
rency, but maintains a total silence in that
of the first-day Sabbath, though its very ex-
istence depended upon his making this
statement. Now itis aremarkable fact that
Luke does almost invariably state, in some
form, that the days he names, or alludes to,
are instances of existing customs when such
is the case. In proof of this, we cite the
following : :

1. THE CUSTOM TO BURN INCENSE.
Luke 1:9: ¢ According to the custom of
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the priest’s office, his lot was to burn in-
censo when he went into the temple of God.”

2. THE CUSTOM TO PRESENT THE FIRST-
por¥. Luke 2:27, 28: “ And he came
by the Spirit into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to

do for hira after the custom of the law, then

took he him up in his arms and blessed
God,” ete.

3. THE CUSTOM TO KEEP THE PASSOVER.
Luke 2:41, 42: “Now his parents went
to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the
pessover. And when he was twelve years
old, they went up to Jerusalem after the
custom of the feast.”

4. Cunist's CUSTOM ON THE SABBATH.
Luke 4:16: “And ho came to Nazareth
where he had been brought up: and, as his
custom was, he went into the synagogue on
the Sabbath-day, and stood up for to read.”

5. “THE CUSTOM OF PRAYER AT THE
RIVER-SIDE. Acts 16:13: ¢ And on the
Sabbath we went out of the city by a river-

side, where prayer was wont to be made;

and we sat down and spake unto the women
which resorted thither.”

6. THE cusToM OF PAUL oN THE SAs-
pari, Acts 17:2: “And Paul, ag his
manner was, went in unto them, and three
Sabbath-days reasoned with them out of the
Seriptures.”

7. PaAuL's 0OUSTOM ON THE WORKING
DAYS AND ON THE SABBATH. Aects 18:3 4:
¢ And because he was of the same craft, he
abode with them and wrought ; for by their
occupation they were tent makers. And he
reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath,
and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.”

It is evident, therefore, that, whenever
Luke had occasion to mention any incident
which was an instance of an existing ous-
tom, it was a peculiarity of his to note the
fact that this act was something customary.
Thus, Anna's entrance into the temple
when Christ was there presented, is made
the oceasion of saying that she served God
in the temple night and day. Luke 2: 37,
38.  And, when he mentioned the worship
in the temple, and the breaking of bread by
the church at Jerusalem, it i3 said to have
been daily. Acts 2:46. So, also, is it
said of the preaching and teaching of the
disciples. Acts 5:42. When the piety of
Cornelius is noted, it is said that he prayed
to God alway. Aects10:2. Andof Paul's
two years’ labor at Ephesus, it is said that
he disputed daily in the school of one Ty-
rannus. Acts 19: 9.

There was, therefore, nothing more nat-
ural than that Luke should note the custom
of first-day worship when he had odcasion
to mention a single meeting on that day,

rovided such custom actually existed.
Nay, more. Though he gives us useful and
instructive information in the several cus-
toms which he notes, no such urgent ncces-
gity existed in the cases which he mentions,
as in that of the so-called first-day Sabbath.
In the case of the seventh-day Sabbath, an
institution which was then zome four thou-
sand years old, and which had, for its sup-
port, the highest authority in the universe,
God’s moral Jaw, he notes the custom of the
Saviour, and thatof the devout women at Phil-
ippi, and that of Paul at Thessaloniea and
at Corinth. It ig, indeed, important, in the
case of the ancient Sabbath, that we should
know the custom of our Lord and of the
apostle to the Gentiles, and that of the good
people of Philippi, but in a certain sense
we may say that this was not a matter of
necessity ; for this divine institution lacks
no authorityin the things which are of high-
est consequence in the Bible. But it ig not
80 in the case of the first-day Sabbath, Its
very existence depends upon the ability of
its friends to prove that there was, at this
time, an established custom of first-day ob-
servance. It rests its principal claim for
observance on the alleged fact that the
church at Troas did regularly meet for wor-
ship on this day.

One sentence, even one clause, nay, a
gingle word, as * weekly,”” or ‘statedly,”
from this inspired penman, will decide the
caze. Ile delighted in noting such facts.
In the case of the seventh day he did this
again and again. Bat, though the very life
of the first-day Sabbath was suspended upon
his decision, he carefully abstains from one
word of this. Ie could have said,

“And upon the first day of the week
when the disciples, as they were wont, came
together to break bread,” ete., or,

“When the disciples, as their manner
was,” etc., or,

“When the disciples, as their custom
was,”” ete., or,

“When the disci;’;le\s, who met every
first day of the week,” ete. '

But, though he used all these forms in
the case of the seventh day, though its au-
thority did, by no means, depend upon the
use of all, or even of any of them, he omit-
ted them all in the case of the first day of
the week, though its existence, 23 a sacred
day, depended upon the use of at least one
of. them,

If Luke could note the custom of Anna,
the widow, and of Cornelius, the centurion ;
if he could even give the custom of naming
children after their relatives (Luke 1:61);
if he could find space to mention the place
where Mary delighted to sit and liston
to Christ (Luke 10:39); if he could
name the custom of the governor in releas-
ing a prisoner at each passover (Luke 23:
17); if he could note the daily custom of
the apostolic church (Acts 2: 46) ; and that
of the apostles in general (Acts 5:42);
and that of Paul in the school of Tyrannus
(Acts 19: 9); and even the daily custom in
the case of the lame man (Acts 3:2); could
not Luke take the pains to give us the
weckly custom in the case of the first-day
Sabbath, had there been such a custom, or
rather had there been such a Sabbath?
His natural inclination would have {:rompted
him to do it; necessity would have de-
manded it, that this institution might have
a recognized existence in the Scriptures;
and, beyond all doubt, the Spirit of God,
no less than his natural turn, would have
constrained him to this act. Bat he did
nothing of the kind, and his silence, under
the circumstances of the case, becomes a
mighty testimony to the fact that the meet-
ing at Troas was not a stated meeting, but
one out of the usual order of things in view
of the extraordinary circumstances of that
occasion.

Nor can it be said that even though Luke
says nothing respecting the custom of first-
day meetings, yet he mentions the first day
g0 often in his apostolic record that he fully
establishes the existence of such custom.
Here again we have a remarkable fact. He
does distinetly refer to the Sabbath not
less then eight times in this book. And
twice he mentions the custom of the Jews
every Sabbath (Aets 13:27; 15: 21); once,
that of pious Gentiles on that day (Acts
16 : 13); once, Paul's manner concerning it

Acts 17: 2); and once, what Paul did every

bbath (Acts 18:4). But he mentions
the first day of the week just once; and
gives not even a distant hint that such
meetings were the custom of that time.

Is it possible that there were first-day
meetings during the entire period of the
book of Acts, and that they were never
mentioned but once, though the ancient Sab-
bath was many times brought to view in its
record? And is it not inexplicable that
the historian in recording this single in-
stance out of an immense number—if the
common idea is correct—should negleet to
state the fact that this was an established
custom, whereas he notes the customs con-
cerning the seventh-day Sabbath in a con-
siderable number of cases? And is it not
most remarkable if a new Sabbath was
really established and observed by the apos-
tles that the following things can be said of
it in trath :—

1. That no act on their part of establish-
ing it is upon record. 2. That no instance
of its observance—its own friends being
judges—is upon record during the entire
period in which the apostles, as a body, are
upon the stage of action in the sacred
Seriptures. 3. That the first day of the
week itself is not even mentione({ in the
book of Acts until eight years after the
apostles, as a body, are dropped from its
record. 4. That in the single instance in
which the first day is mentioned, no hint is
given that its observance as a day for meet-
ings was a customary act. 5. That no
word of dispute, remonstrance, complaint,
or inquiry, was ever uttered by those who
retained the ancient Sabbath when they saw
it being supplanted by this new Sabbath.
6. That Luke, in the solitary instance in
which he mentions the day, should give it
no sacred title, but confine himself for a
name to plain ‘“first day of the week,”
when, according to Eld. P., the day was
rightfully entitled to four sacred appella-
tions, viz: (1.) The Lord’s day; (2.) The
first-day Sabbath ; (3.) The Christian Sab-
bath; (4.) The Sabbath, 7. Finally, that

-in no instance have any of the sacred writ-

ers given one of these titles to this day.
Should any assert that the use of the
word “when,” in Acts 20:7, may be con-
strued to mean customary action, it is
ﬁroper to observe that no adverb of timie is
ere used in the original. The text, liter-

ally translated, reads, “The disciples being

asgembled.” The case is the same with the
word “when” in verse 11, *“ when he there-
fore was come up again, and had broken
bread,” cte., which ig literally, * And hav-i
ing aseended, and broken bread,” ote. |

The forms of expression are analogous, |

neither of them implying customary ac-
tion.

The evidence is already entircly decisive
that no stated custom of weekly first-day
meetings could have existed during the pe-
riod covered by the book of- Acts. Dut
still farther evidence will appear on exam-
ining the final question relative to the time
of day at which this meeting was convened.
It is remarkable that Eld. P. confines his
entire argument to an attempt at proving
that this meeting convened in the day-time
of the first day of the week, and that he
makes no effort to show that such meetings
were an established weekly custom. Now
if the meeting at Troas actually commenced
on the morning of the first day of the woek,
it will not prove that this was the stated
day for worship, for reasons already given.
But if the meeting convened on the evening
with which the first day commenced, then
this incident at Troas becomes fatal to the
first-day Sabbath as we shallsee. Eld. P.’s
argument from Acts 20 : 7-11 amounts only
to an effort to show that this passage is not
fatal to the so-called Christian Sabbath, but
does not even attempt to offer one reason
why this day should be considered the
stated day for worship and for rest.

We have, then, this question for consid-
eration: Did the disciples at Troas convene

four hours long, but we have the word
heemera applied to each of the other five
working days, and in each case it is defined

rccisefy a8 it is in tho case of the first day.
That is to say, it is in cach cavowade to
cover the darkness and the light, or the
entire period of twenty-four hours. Gen. 1:
5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31,

3. When six of these days had been om-
ployed by the Creator, his work was accom-
plished. The seventh day, on which he
rested, finished the first cycle of seven days,
and must therefore have been such a dayas
were the preceding six. Standing at.the
end of the first completo period of days—
his six days of labor, an(f) his seventh day
on which he rested and was refreshed—he
established weeks by sanctifying, that is, by
appointing to a holy use, this day of his rest,
when it should return to close each cycle of
seven days. Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20: 8-11;
31:17. The seventh day from that point
at which God finished his rest, wonld there-
fore bring the Sabbath to mankind, and
close another week, and o0 on in perpetual
succession. Whenee it follows, that the
establishment of the week, and the institu-
tion of the Sabbath, were by one act. And
the succession of weeks, commencing where
the first week ended, and being established
by the divine appointment of the Creator’s
rést-day to a holy use, as it shonld return
at the end of each period, such as God had
employed in his work, is necessarily made
up of sevens of days, such as were those
seven at the beginning.

4. We have, therefore, indubitable evi-

upon the morning of the first day of the! dence that the Greek word heemera is used

week, and continue that meeting until mid-
night of thesecond day, when it was tempora-
rily suspended by the death of Eutychus
but immediately resumed upon his recovery,
and continued till morning? Or, did the
convene in the evening with which the first
day of the week commences, and at day-
break of the first day conelude their assem-
bly that Paul might start on his long journey
toward Jerusalem ?

Eld. P.'s remarks on Acts 20:7 are
principally made up of an extended argu-
ment to show that the Hebrew word yohm,
and the Greek word keemera, each answer-
ing to the English word day, mean simply
the twelve hours of light as distinguished
from the twelve hours of darkness. The
word heemera does not indeed oceur in even
one of the eight instances in which the
phrase “ first day of the week ' ig found in
the New Testament, the word day in Jtalics
indieating its absence from the original.
But as the grammatical construction re-
quires this word to complete the sense, we
shall treat the subject as though heemera
were used, which is what Eld. P. would have
us do. His argument is given in full in
the first part of this article, and is designed
to prove that the meeting at Troas must
have been convened in the daytime as dis-
tinguished from the night season, because
the first day [heemera] of the week is con-
fined to the twelve hours of light as distin-
guished from those of darkness. Wereply:

1. That the very first text quoted by
him is fatal to his argument. He quotes
that part indeed which seems to favor his
view, and omits the remainder which would,
if quoted, show the fallacy of his conclu-
sions. Iere is the verse: Gen. 1:5:
“And God called the light Day [Hebrew
yohkm, Greek of the Septuagint, heemera],
and the darkness he calleg night. And
the evening and the morning were the first
day.” Hebrew yohm, Greek heemera. Itis
evillentil (1.) That the light as distinguished
from the darkness is here called yohm,
heemera, or day. And this i3 what Eld.
P. claims as its exclusive meaning. (2.)
That the darkness and the light together
are also called yohm, heemera, or day,
which is what we assert constitutes the
first day of the week in Acts 20: 7, and in-
deed in every other place.

2. We have then a square issuc. We
say that heemera, day, in the phrase “first day
of the week,” must cover the entire period of
twenty-four hours. Eld. P. limits it to
the twelve hours (more or less) of light.
Two facts are absolutely decisive. (L)
That Gen. 1: 5 actaally defines the first day
of the week by telling us that the evening
and the morning, or the darkness and the
light, were the first keemera or day. And
all other days of the week must correspond
to this. At all events, we have an inspired
definition of the first day of the week,
which is the very thing in controversy. (2.)
That we have in Gen. 1, not only the state-
went that “the first day,"” or heemera, was
composed of the two divisions, darkness and

light, or in other words, that it was twenty-

precisely like our English word day, (1.) for -
the period of light as distinguished from
that of darkness; (2:) for the period of
twenty-four hours, embracing both the dark-

Y | ness and the light.

5. We have, then, bat one question to
raise. In what sense—whether of twelve
hours or of twenty-four—is the word heemera:
used when it denotes one of the days of the.
week 7 This question admits of an answer
that leaves no chance for doubt. We have
proved from the original establishment of
weeks two facts which are absolutely deci-
sive: (1.) That all the days of the week are
called by this name, keemera, and that they
are twenty-fonr hours long. (2.) That the
first day of the week in particular, which is
the very day in dispute, is itself distinctly
defined to be a-heemera, or day, composed®
of the two natural divisions of darkness and
of light, and is therefore proved to be cer-
tainly a period of twenty-four hours’ .dura-
tion.

6. We have many instances in the New
Testament of the use of keemera for a day
of twenty-four hours. Thus (1.) all those
cases in which the term  Sabbath-day” is
found, for the Sabbath-day is one entire day
of the week. Luke 4:16; 13:14,16;
14:5; John 5: 9; 19: 31; Acts 13:14,
(2) Al those texts in which the days of the
Jewish feasts are mentioned, for these 2lso
were days composed of night and day, and
commencing with sunset. For they were
specified days, either of weeks or of months,
and these all commence thus. Lev. 23:32;
Gen. 1:5. Thus we cite: Mark 14:12;
Luke 2:43; 22:7; 23: 54; Acts 2:1;
12:3; 20: 6, 16. (3.) All those textsin
which periods of days are specified, or in
which a succession of days is mentioned, or
alluded to, where the word day stands for
the entire twenty-four hours, as Matt. 2:1;
J:1; 9:15; 11:12; 15:32; 16: 21;
17:1,23; 20:19; 23: 30; 24 : 19, 22,
20, 87, 38; 26:2, 61; 27:40, 63, 6i;
Mark 1:9,13; 2:1,20; 8:1, 2, 31;
9:2 31; 10:34; 13:17, 19, 20, 24;.
14:1, 58; 16:29; Luke I:5, 23, 24,
25, 39, 59, 76; 2: 1, 6,21,22; 4: 2, 25;
5:86; G:12; 9:22, 28, 36; 13:14;
15: 18; 17: 22, 26,28; 18:83; 19:43;
2156, 22; 23:20; 24:7, 18, 21, 46;
John 2: 1,12, 19, 20; 4 : 40, 43; 11 : 6,
17; 12:1; 20:206; Acts1:3, 5, 15;
2:17, 18; 3:24; 5:36, 37; 6:1; T:
8, 41, 45; 9:9, 19, 23, 37, 43; 10 : 30,
40, 48; 11:27; 13: 31, 41; 15: 36;
16:12; 20: 6; 21: 4, 5, 10, 15, 26, 21,
38; 24:1, 11, 24; 25:1, 6,13, 14; 27;
7,205 28:7,12, 14, 17; Rom. 14: 5, 63
1Cor. 15:4; Gal, 1:18; 2 Tim. 3: 1;
Heb.1:2; 5:7; T:3; 8:8,10; 10:
16, 32; 11:80; 12:10; James 5: 3;
1Pet3:20; 2Pet. 3: 3. (4.) In partic-
ular we note the seventh day, or Jeemera,
of Heb. 4 : 4, which is certsinly a period of
twenty-four hours. (5.) We also note the
Lord’s day, or heemera, of Rev. 1: 10, which
even Eld. P. will acknowledge to be twenty-
four hours long. (6.) We also note those
many days (pleionas heemeras), in which
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neither sua nov stars appeared (Acts 27 :
20), ns days, or keemeras, which included
the night. ’

7. That cach day [feemera] of the weck
begins with evening has been proved posi-
tively from Gen. 1. That evening itself
begins at sunset is shown by Deut. 16 : 6;
Lev. 22:6, 75 Deut. 23:11; 24: 13, 15;
Josh. 8 : 20; 10 : 26, 27; Judges 14 : 18;
2 Sam. 3: 355 2 Chron. 18 : 34; Matt,
8:16; Mark 1:32; Luke 4: 40. Sunset
is therefore the point at which ecach day of
the week begins and ends, as even Eld. P.
admits. p. 297,

8. The Mebrew word yokm, the equiva-
lent of the Greek word heemera, day, is
used in several marked instances to cover
the night season. Thus, the children of
Israel were delivered out of bondage at mid-
night. And “the self-same day " of their
deliverance i3 said to be a “night to be
much observed unto the Lord.” Ex.12:
29-31, 41, 42,  Again, David and Abishai
came into Saul's camp ‘‘by night,” and
Abishai said to David: “God hath deliv-
ered thine encmy into thine hand this day.”
1 Sam. 26:7,8. And the instances in
which this word yohm, like keemera, is used
for the entire period of twenty-four hours,
are so numerous as to forbid eitation.

9. The word seemeron is, according to
Liddell and Scott, the equivalent of heemera
except that the s’ prefixed gives to it the
sense of ““this day.” Indeed the orthog-
raphy of the two words is almost identical,
this prefix excepted. That it is used, so far
as duration is concerned, as the equivalent
of heemera is shown by these texts: Luke
24:21: “To-day [seemeron] is the third
day [heemera] since these things were
done.” Acts 27:383: “This day [seeme-
ron]) is the fourteenth day ™ (heemera), ete.
Now itis remarkable that the word seemeron
which is simply keemera with a prefix sig-
nifying “this,” is expressly used with ref-
erence to the night season. Mark 14:30:
“ And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say
unto thee, That this day [seemeron], even
in this night,"”” ete. To the shepherds
watchin% their flocks by night, the angel of
God said, “ Unto you 12 born this day [see-
meron] & Saviour,” ete. Luke 2:8-11.
See also Matt. 27:19 and Acts 27 : 33,

10. The cight texts in which the ¢ first
day of the weck”™ is named in the New
Testament, though the word keemera be un-
derstood, are so many references to peri-
ods of twenty-four hours; for it has ﬁoen
fully rroved that the days of the week do
actually embrace both the darkness and

t, as indeed it is not possible that it

the Ii
should be otherwise in their case.

11. The words of John's gospel are very
striking : ¢ The first day of the week com-
eth Mary Magdalene early, when it was
yet dark,” ete. John 20:1. Our Lord’s
resurrection upon the first day of the week
was still earlier than this. So that it is
certain that the term “first day of the
week "' does in the New Testament cover
the darkness of the night as well as the
light of the day.

12. According to Eld. P., the first day
of the week is the Lord's day and the
Christian Sabbath. Now if he limits the
first day of the week to the second division
of the twenty-four-hour day, then his
Christian Sabbath, or Lord’s day, begins at
sunrise on Sunday and ends that day at
sunset; even ‘‘ the seventh portion of man’s
time,"” which Eld. P. says that God claims,
p- 138, is not secured by such a Sabbath as
this. But we have Eld. P. himself for our
authority in asserting that the first day of
the week commences at the very point
where the seventh day ends, which we have
fully proved is at sunset of Saturday night.
(See his 46th page quoted at length in
chapter ten.)

We have, therefore, proved by indubita-
ble testimony that the days of the week in-
clude the entire period of twenty-four hours,
and that they begin and end at sunset.
The first day of the week does therefore
commence on Saturday night, and not on
Sunday morning. The question now prop-
erly arises, Did Paul commence his meet-
ing on Sunday morning and preach till mid-
night, a period of about fourteen hours ?!
Or did he commence on the evening with
which the first day of the week commeneces,
soon after the close of the Sabbath, and
from that point preach till midnight, a pe-
riod of abont five hours? Which is most
reagonable? But did they not, perhaps, have
other services during the daytime, and then
an adjournment, and then, in the evening
of the second day, Paul commence to
preach ! Noj this could not be, for the
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language plainly implies that their services
commenced with Paul’s sermon.

Thus it reads: “ When the disciples
came together to break bread, Paul preached
to them;” or more literally, ““The disci-
ples being assembled to break bread, Paul
preached to them.” This language clearly
indicates that Paul's sermon %as the first
thing in order; but verses 10 and 11 are
perfectly decisive, and place the breaking
of bread after the sermon was closed, at
midnight. The meeting did therefore be-
gin with Paul’s sermon. And what is more,
1t does not say merely that the meeting con-
tinued till midnight, but it says that Paul
continued his speech till then; which shows
that he did not cease after the commence
ment of the services till the fall of Eutychus
at midnight. But may it not actually be
true that Paul preached, say from 10 A. M.
of the first day of the week, till the close of
that day at sunset, and thence on to the mid-
night of the second day of the week?
Neither speaker nor hearers could endure
such fatigue as that; for there was no ces-
sation to Paul’s sermon after it commenced
till the death of Eutychus at midnight.
But the idea is not merely incredible, it
even reflects some diseredit on the so-called
first-day Sabbath. If the entire daytime of
the first day of the week had been spent in
listening to a sermon from Paul, how does
it happen that Luke, who seems for once to
have undertaken to describe a first-day meet-
ing, actually slips over it, and records only
those incidents which -came upon the sec-
ond day of the week? Shall we conclude
that not one first-day meeting was worthy
of a particular description in the entire
New Testament? How does it happen
that the second day of the week was able
to secure nearly everything worthy of men-
tion on this occasion.

But if this meeting began in the morn-
ing of the first day of the week, what did
they want of the many lights? Is it said
that they held their principal meeting in
the daytime of the first day, and that when
it grew dark, they lighted up for the even-
ing services on the second day of the
week? The language plainly implies that
the room was lighted when their services
commenced, and that the entire meeting
had the benefit of these lamps. Thus we
read: “And there were many lights in
the upper chamber, where we were gathered
together.” Verse 8. The evidence is,
therefore, most conclusive that this entire
service was held in the evening. Luke
says that it was upon the first day of the
week. We have proved that this day be-

.| gins Saturday night at sunset, and that it

ends at sunset on Sunday. This meeting
was therefore held on Saturday evening.

Whence it follows, 1. That Paul did not
regard the first day of the weck as the Sab-
bath, inasmuch as he started on his journey
next morning.
fourth commandment, inasmuch as he waited
till the Sabbath was past and set forth on
his journey on first-day morning. 3. That
this meetin% at Troas was not a stated meet-
ing in the daytime, but an unusual and ex-
traordinary one in the night season; the
disciples coming together'after the close of
the Sabbath to celebrate the love of their
dying Lord as their fitting farewell meeting
with the apostle.

It may be asked, *“If this meeting wason
the evening with which the first day com-
menced, how could Paul’s departure be upon
the first-day morning, whereas it is said that
he was ‘ready to depart on the morrow'?”
We answer, the Greek word, epaurion (mor-
row), does not necessarily bring to view an-
other day of the week. Thus, the soldiers
took Paul by night to Antipatris, and on the
morrow (epaurion), returned. It here sim-
ply represents the next period of daylight,
but all the things named took place on the
same day of the week. See Acts 23:238,
81, 32. To prove that this was not a meet-
ing on first-day evening—for if it was,
then Acts 20:7-138 is fatal to the first-day
Sabbath—Eld. P. does not attempt to rea-
gson from the circumstances recorded, for
they are all against him; but simply en
deavors to show that the idea of a nigh
meeting is inconsistent with the meaning o.
the term ““first day of the week.”” We have
shown that herein he is entirely at fault,
and have proved the meeting at E‘roas to be
a farewell meeting held on the evening with
which the first day of the week commences
That many first-day commentators hold tha
this meeting was on Saturday evening, se
the ¢ History of the Sabbath,” pp. 180
181. We quote the following from a worl
of high repute. It speaks thus of thi
evening meeting at Troas :—

2. That he did regard the -

‘It was the evening which succeeded the Jewish
Sabbath. Oa the Bunday moraing the vessel was
about to sail.” Conybeare and Howson's Life and
Epistles of St, Paul,  Vol. 2, p, 212, Loadon, 1854,

Of the journey to Assos these authors
speak thus:—

«Jt was arranged, however, that the apostle him-
self should join the vessel at Assos, which was only
abont twenty miles distant by the direct road, while
the voyage ronad Caps Leetum was nearly twice as
fav." pp. 213, 214.

The action of St. Paul on this oceasion is
entirely consistent with a sacred regard for
the ancient Sabbath, but it is absolutely fatal
to the idea that he regarded the first day of
the week as the Christian Sabbath. In
both these particulars, however, it is in ex-
act harmony with his own statement, and
that of James, and of Luke (Acts 13:27;
15:21; 18:4), wherein they plainly ac-
knowledge the existing weekly Sabbath,
and exclude from that honorable appellation
the first day of the week.

IF LITTLE, RIGHT.

"Trs but little I can do!
Let this be my effort still,
Ever to be kiad and true,
Ever watohful against ill,
Doing, Lord, thy holy will,

"Tis but little T enn say ;

Let me ever keep in mind
Something true, to spenk each day,
Spuraing every word unkiod ;

So thy favor I may find,

'Tiz not long I have to slay,
Health wad life will scon be gone;
I’ve no time to throw away, |
Sin and trifling 1 must shun;
Life's grave duties must be done.

In this busy world of ours
Good and evil nre abroad ;

To restrain all evil powers,
1o urge forward right aand good,
Equal service i to God.

Count not things as small or great;
Rather count as wrong or right ;
On the right gide throw your weight,
Feeble be your blows or stroag,
Be your service brief or long.
—8dl.

The Other Side of the Question.

Mucir has been said and written about
“Woman's Sphere” and ¢ Woman’s Duties.”
“ Hints to Wives "’ and ¢ Hints to Mothers ™
stare at us from every newspaper corner, to
say nothing of whole volumes devoted to
the same subject, wherein the varioms so-
cial obligations of the weaker sex are dis-
cussed at length. This is all very well,
and I hope the wives and mothers will profit
by it, and do the work God has given
them the best they can.

Still the thought has sometimes dared to
suggest itself to my mind, that there was
another side to the question; and that it
was ““a poor rule that wouldn’t work both
ways."

Doubtless it is all right and proper, and
I am very much in favor of it myself, that
the wife should greet her husband with a
pleasant smile when he returns home at
night, weary and depressed with care, from
his daily labor. And I hope he will appre-
ciate it, and return it with interest; for it
is possible she may be weary and careworn
too, and need the cheering influence of kind
words and pleasant smiles from him.

I have known a husband after an absence
of several days, during which the whole
burden of eare and labor, in-doors and out,
rested on his fecble wife, to enter his dwell-
ing; and his wife looked up, hoping at least
for a pleasant ¢ good evening" fromi the
lips she loved. But he did not so much as
look at her. A friend whom he had not
seen for two weeks, perhaps, happened to be
in, whom he greeted with a hearty shake
of the hand, and with whom he entered into
pleasant conversation. Was that wife to
blame if her eyes filled with tears, and her
thoughts went back to the early years of
her married life when he thought no society
so pleasant as hers? Is she to be greatly
censured if her heart ached a little, and
secretly yearned for the old, loving words
of the by-gone days? Did that husband
have any idea of the shadow he cast on
the spirits of his wife? Not till reflected
back on himself, and then he did not mis-
trust that he was the cause of it. She dare
not open her heart to him, for he would only
be vexed that she was so silly as tp care
for such trifies. He knows not that he is
shutting out the sunlight, and letting in the
shadow, when he despises the small, sweet
courtesies of life. He would stare at you
with surprise and indignation if you should
venture to hint that he treated his wife un-
kindly. Hehas no idea of doing any such
thing. He conscientiously intends to do his
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whole duty by his family. Ife works
hard to provide for them a comfortable sub-
sistence. e wonders that his wife is dull
and melancholy, and perhaps blames her
for it. She toils on mechanically through
her daily round of duties, year after year,

owing old and faded, and almost hopeless,
but he is blind to everytbing but her faults.
As for the cares, and anxieties, and suffer-
ings, mental and physical, that she endures
as the mother of his children, he takes it
all as a matter of course. They elicit no
tender words oflove and sympathy. Though
he promised to love and cherish her once,
it is. g0 long ago he has nearly forgotten
it.

Somehow or other, I cannot get the idea
out of my head that the wife and mother
who faithfully tries to do her duty, has
a right to expect some love and sympathy
from the father of her children. I do not
see how he can be a Christian and not feel
the burdens she has to bear; and if he does
feel them, will not that feeling sometimes
find utterance in words? “Out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speak-
eth.” Will he treat her opinions with con-
tempt 7 and trample on her womanlg fepl-
ings ! and despise her weakness? She can-
not help it that she is a woman, and has a
woman’'s loving, sensitive nature. God

‘made her so, and designed that she should

have a softening, refining influence over the
rougher and sterner natare of man. Man's
strength and woman's tenderness should so
blend in the marriage tie as to form a per-
fect union; so that it may truly be saicr of
them, *They twain are one flesh.”” <« He
that loveth his wife, loveth himself.” Right .
here, in the home circle, is the place for us
to show whether the principles of the relig-
ion of Jesus Christ actuate us or not, i
home where love is, and none but kind
words are spoken, is a place where angels
love to dwell. CARRIE B,

“ Indirect Inflnence.

“ A caSUAL analogy convinceth, when a
mind beareth not argument.”” Many times
the mind of those with whom we associate
is, for some cause, prepared to resist an
argument in favor of present truth. Shall
such be compelled to listen to us? Can
we favorably impress their minds with what'
theg would not hear?

Perhaps some inconsistencies in our life
have given an unfavorable impression of
the truths which we would impress; and
although the mind may be rroof against
argument, we may, by the aid of promised
strength, live out, before them, the precious
truths of the third angel’s message. An
occasional hint, shrewdly thrown out, may
make an impression which will move the
spirit, and open a channel of thought which
may lead to investigation and perhaps to
the Lamb of God and a knowleSge of the
truth.

That huge and massive rock has resisted
the storms and thunderbolts of ages§ yet
the silent stream at its base is undermining
its foundation.

The strongest argument may be resisted ;
but a holy, godly life will make an impres-
sion.

We have a duty to do, a work to per-
form; the result is to be left with God.
Who of us but can remember the effect on
our mind in our childhood, of an action, a
word, and even of alook? A kind word or
look when in trouble, has cast a ray of sun-
shine along our path, which has lighted up.
many & cloudy day. But an angry wo
or an unkind look, when we were doing our
best, caused a wound in our drooping spirits
which it took long years to heal.

.Thus a prejudice was formed either for
or against the person, and perhaps the so-
ciety to which they belonged.

We know not what impressions have been
formed of Sabbath-keepers by the influence
which we have exerted; nor shall we know
till the Judgment reveals it.

Shall we then find that we have been a
stumbling-block in the way of some who
might otherwise have been saved? Or
shall we find that our words, our ways, our
deal, and all our influence, have been such as
to leave a godly impression ?

What influence in regard to the truths
which we profess are we having on our
neighbors and associates? We profess to
be Adventists! believers in the soon com-
ing of our Lord and King.

Are our lives a living witness that we
are sincere in our profession? There are
many times when a divect exposition of our
faith may not be advisable, but a zealous ar-
dent, and holy life will be a living testimony
in its favor. Cuas. L. Boyo.
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“Sanetify thom through Thy truth; Thy woed is truth.*”

Barrie Creex, Micw,, Tuirp-pay, Drc. 12, 1871,
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. Eastern Tour,

Ouxn visit to Washington, N. H., Nov. 18,
19, was attended with exposure in reaching the
place by a tedious route from which we have
not yet recovered. But, notwithstanding, we
had an excellent meeting. We were exceed-
ingly gratified to meet old, tried friends, and to
hear their cheerful and decided testimonies for
the Lord and his truth.

We enjoyed an excellent visit to our very
dear friends at Richmond, Me., Nov. 25 and 26.
Some of their number were absent, o that the
number present on the Sabbath was small; but
we had an excellent meeting. Mrs. W. had a
good hearing evening after the Sabbath, not-
withstanding the rain.

Fist-day morning, the old Reed meeting-
house was at least half full of attentive hearers,
the most of whom had distinet recollections of
our lectures in that place nearly twenty-nine
years since. We were very happy to again
stand before this people in the enjoyment of
freedom, with no evidence of existing prejudice.
Mrs. W. spoke in the afternoon and evening
with freedom. Here, where all manner of evil
has been said of us to cut off our inflaence, in
the providence of (od, we were treated with
kindness and respect.

At this place we dwelt upon practical subjects,
which seemed to take a strong hold of the hearts
of the people. We were very glad to meet onr
old and much-esteemed friond Cartis, and sev-
eral other gentlemen, who told us that they
heard our lectures in 1843. Several of them
invited us to their homes. We now design to
spend much of 1872 in Maine, and hope to be
able to visit many of the places of our former
labors, and speak to the people again.

We were disappointed with the attendance at
South Norridgewock, it being much larger than
we expected. Notwithstanding the severe cold,
quite a number came in from Kendall's Mills,
Fairficld, Skowhegan, Cornville, Athens, New
Sharon, &e., so that onr congregation on
the Sabbath nnmbered more than one hun-
dred. On first-day, the large house of wor-
ship was nearly full. We spoke twice, aud
Mrs. W. three times. The brethren seemed
greatly encouraged.

Our proposition to spend much time in Maine
the next year, where we can be freo from the
pares at Battle Creek, that we may write several
books, and speak to the brothren in different
p]wes.on the Sabbath, meets their hearty ap-
proval. We design to give appointments for
Maine soon.

Mrs. W. is in the enjoyment of excellent
health, and is in good spirits, and is making
cousiderable progress on her second volume.
This will be far the most interesting and im.
portant book she has written. We are having
a jubilee. Our greatest embarrassment is our
inability to comply with the many calls in dif-
ferent parts of New England, New York, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, &e. Had our friends in New

"York written sooner we should have spent one
Sabbath in that State on our way to General
Conference, instead of Vermont. e can meet
the brethren in New York at one or two points
on our return immediately after Conference.

Order in the Church of God.

Ix the civil government, in the army, in the
school, in the large work-shop, in the mercan.
tile house, and, in fact, wherever men may be
associated together for the purpose of advancing
worldly interests, complete organization and or-
der are regarded of first importance. Much
more is order needed in the church of God,
where eternal intercsts are at stake. What we
want is, that order in the church, carried out by
all its members, which, if applied to worldly
things, would appear reasonableand right. We
are not so unfortunate as to entertain the idea
that good, sanctified common senso is at war
with the things of the Spirit of God. And we
long since became disgusted with the miserable
pretensions of those who carry out their fanatical
and digtracting notions under their gauzy pre-
tensions of being led by the Holy Spirit.

Now, if the Old and New Testament teach-
ings of organization and order in the church of
God be set aside, then their peeuliar course may
receive fnll license. Bat, with the Bible in our
hands, while we retain onr senses, nothing can
be plainer than that, in the battle with the
world, the flesh, and the devil, we should be in-
structed by the lessons of order and discipline
found in both Testaments. The order of the
Bible is God'sorder.. And we affirm that God’s
order is in perfect harmony with God's Spirit,
and that those who have a spirit that does not
agree with the striotest organization, discipline
and order of the word of God, are just so far
possessed with an evil spirit.

As a people, we are far from being what we

may be. And, probably, the cause we labor to
build up suffers more from want of united ac-
tion than from all other defects. Sluggish and
stagnant waters become impure, while action
purifiee them. Our Conferences and our
churches must be put in working order. We
are deeply interested in the reports from Elds.
Van Iorn and Pierce. These men are adapted
to the work of feeding the flock of God, and set-
ting things in order; and there is no State
where such labor is more needed than in Mich-
igan.
" Our young preachers cannot do this work.
QOur people should not call onr young men
from new fields. Neither shounld our ministers
labor with the chnrches, unless sent to them by
the Conference Committee. We need men to go
throughout the churches, collect dues on our
periodicals, obtain subscribers for them, solicit
means from all our people who are able to take
stock in onr institutions, and form tract societies.
And no one should go about this work unless set
about it by the Conference Committee.

And we would here state thut we have not
ministers that ean be spared to do all this work.
We fear that there is a premature, haphazard
movement in the State of New York, that will
result in no real good. When ministers have
proved themselves to be in possession of moral,

intellectual, spiritnal, and physical power, and |

good judgment sufficient to wake up an interest,
lead men and women to the truth, and make
them into a well-organized, active church, then,
and not till then, will be time for them to con-
sider the propriety of entering other men's la-
bors, in visiting those churches in their Confer-
ence in which they had no part in bringing them
into existence. And we protest against the
practice of men, who have not raised up and
built np a single choreh, dabbling in their style
of labor with other churches.

General Conference will take these matters in
hand, and then our State Committes can appoint
men for this work. And we would suggest that
in all our State Conferences there are ton men
who can do this work, where we have one
minister qualified, or who has the moral courage to
do it in a thorough manner.

Those who labor among our churches should
have a complete list of onr subscribers to REVIEW,
Reformer, and Instructor, and should settle with
delinquents wherever they go. And they should
have complete lists of stock-holders in the Pub-
lishing Association, and Health Institute, and
amounts held, and should labor to the point that
all our people take stock in these institutions
according to each one’s ability. They should
also investigate each member's ability to pay
Systématic Benevolence, and see to it, as far as
consistent with a system of benevolence, that
every one, who should, comes right up to the
fignres. This is the work to be done in our
churches everywhere. Ministers, with the ex-
ception of a few aged men, who have uot suffi-
cient moral courage, and power of endurance, to
do this work, nor to labor in new fields, have no
business in visiting our churches.

What Shall Be Done?
LABOREBS WANTED,

Froy all parts of the country the Macedo-
nian call is heard, “ Come over and help. us.”
From Maine to the Pacific coast the want of la-
borers is felt. And it is a fact that we have
but very few real laborers, and these are fast
wearing out. It is true that we have quite a
respectable number of accredited ministers; but
when you count up the real laborers, they are
hardly a score. In full view of this fact, we
look out upon the vast fields all ripe for the har-
vest and hear the calls from all quarters, “ Come

over and help us,” with feelings unutterable.

Laborers are wanted in all parts of the field.
Elder Ingraham should have one of our ablest
and best ministers with him in Minnesota, One
is wanted in Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Ohio,
New York, Pennsylvania and Maine, while the
New England and Michigan Conferences should
have two each of our ablest men. These are
needed in an extreme sense, in order to continue
tent operations in summer, and to secure any
congiderable amount of additions to our numbers
at other seasons of the year. And yet there is
not a man that can be spared from any point in
the wide field now occupied. And besides these,
ten real laborers are wanted in each of the Eas.
tern Middle and Western States at this vory
moment. And then, there are openings in Ken-
tucky, Virginia, and others of the Southern
States.

We have worthy brethren scattered all through
the Western States and Territories, who are
calling for help. And it is not an nncommon
thing for men in western localities, who learn of
us by our publications, or otherwise, to get up
petitions for a minister to be sent to them to
teach our views, and in the long list of petition-
ers there may not be the name of a single Sab-
bath keeper. Will not onr active young men
be stirred by such facts as these?  As we view
these things in the light of the real facts in the
case we are led a hundred times to inquire with
feelings of decpest solicitude, What can be done?-

God has committed to our people a sacred
trust in his truth. He has blest our publishing
interests wonderfully. And we not only have
hooks, and means with which to publish; bat
God has helped men to bring out his troth in
our works with clearness and force. He is also
opening the way for us, and preparing the pub-
lic mind in a thousand places that we cannot at
present occupy. There is a fault on our part, as
a people, or we should have laborers to enter
ficlds providentially opened. What shall be
done?

The New Hogland Conference has surplus
funds, and two large preaching tents for sum-
mer use. They ask for two of our ablest men.
They will snpport them well, and will cheerfully
co-operate with them. Bro. and sister Can-
right would be more than welcomed to this Con-
ference. If Bro. Haskell leaves to labor in.
other States in establishing tract societies, and
to bring about united action in snstaining the
cause in its various departments, others must
come to the New England Conference.

And the Maine Conference must have help.
But little has been done in Maine besides what
has resnlted from the labors of those men who
have been sent to the State by the General Con-
ference. We are, however, very glad to learn
that Eld. J. B. Goodrich is nobly battling in
Aroostook County with considerable success,

"Buot what has very much discouraged our faith-

ful brethren in Maine, who have ever stood
ready with their means to help the cause, has
been the course taken by some of their preachers.
They seemed content to visit round and round
with the little chnrches raised up almost entirely
by others. They have manifested but little in-
terest to break new ground, and raise up new
churches, and, at the same time, they have, by
their jealousy, fault-finding, and failure to co-op-
erate, stood directly in the way of those minis-
ters who were sent to that State by General Con-
ference. This has caused disunion, and hag em-
barrassed ministers from other States, o that
they have not been able to accomplish half so
much as they would have done had these men
never taken their stand with us. And our most
valuable men, Elders Cornell, Andrews, and Can-
right, who have done nearly all that has been ac-
complished in Maine, have left the State in dis-
couragement.

Onr people in Maine have finally taken their
stand not to spend their 8. . funds in the sup-
port of any man who cannot go out into new
fields in that State, as did Cornell, Andrews,
and Canright, and bring men and women to the
knowledge of the truth, When men can do this,
and lead those who are the fruits of their labors
up to o state of intelligent, harmonious action
with the body, then they have proved themselves
competent to labor with our churches, or any-
where else. The cause needs men who can
either labor in new fields with success, or who can
wisely and well bring our churches np to harmo-
nious action and spiritual strength, The cause
has no use for men who can do neither.

Somebody has worked, and God has worked
with them, the past twenty years, in bringing out

fifteen thousand Sabbath-keepers, and fighting
the battles for Organization, Systematio Benevo-
lence, ete., ete. And we wonld say to untried,
and nnsuccessful ministers, that not o tithe of
the territory in the United States alone has
been canvassed. There is as good ground to
work on that has never been broken as any
where our churches have been raised up.
And now that the present truth is brought
out and made clear, in our publications, and
things are made ready to their hands, is it
wo much for our Conferences to ask of these min-
isters to go out into new fields, as the pioneers of
the cause did when the fields were all new?
Then we had no publications, and opposition was
stronger than now.  All we can ask of these
ministers is to do as others have done before
them. And we are very glad that circumstances
are more favorable for them.

About ten years ago, D. M. Canright came
nearly forty miles to converse with us on the
snhject of preaching. After talking with him an
hour, relative to his convictions of duty, of the
responsibilities of the ministry, and advising him
to make up his mind to be, by the grace of God,
a first-class preacher, we gave him a Bible and a
st of charts, and told him to go right ont into
gome place where onr views had never been
preached, and when he became satisfied thié
preaching was not his calling, to bring the Bible
and the charts back. In a few wecks, we heard
from the young stripling down in Indiana, bring-
ing men and women to acknowledge and obey
the Lord’s Sabbath. In aboutsix months we met
him at General Conference, and inquired of him,
Where is the Bible? and where are those
charts? Have you brought them back? * No,
Sir,” was the reply, “you have lost them,”
We would like to lose more in jnst this way.
This young man went right out into new fields,
and stayed out, and read, and studied, and
preached, and wrote, and read, and preached, and
studied, and he could not help growing up 2
strong man in God and in his word.

Maine mnst have help. The brethren in
Maine will be glad of the labors of any of our
living, active preachers ; but they would be ex-
ceeding glad of the labors of Bro. and sister
Canright.

We are glad to see some coming up to the
help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against
the mighty. But there are more than one hun-
dred men among us, who should give themselves
more or less to the work. There is a class of
men among us who have reached the years of
experience and ripe judgment, who should conse-
crate themselves to the work as helpers. These
can visit our churches, set things in order, and
do the same work Bro. Haskell has been doing
in the New England Conference, better than our
ministers can, with tho exception of a very few
of them. We have men enough to do this work
without taking evangelists from their specific
calling,

And, then, there are scores of young men
who eould become able ministers of the word, if
they would give up the world, and give them-
selves to study, and to God fully. God’s Spirit
is moving on the minds of somo ; but they hesi-
tate, and hold back.

Are they waiting for some miracalons evi-
dence? We suggest that they will never have
any. Generally, Satan gives these to the men
he deceives. The woice of the Lord speaks to
men, everywhere, who have the capacity, and
aptitude to teach, and who love God, his
holy law, and who love salvation through Jesns
Christ, and who love poor sinners. “ Why
stand ye here all the day idle?” “ Go ye, also,
into the vineyard.”

“ But,” says some cautious friend, “ Would
you not have men wait until they feel the ‘woe
is meif I preach not the gospel,” upon them?”
Certainly, certainly. But will some one tell us
what this “ woe " is? What does it say to a man?
How does it feel?  What is to be learned by it ?
Those who are waiting to feel it, should have it
deseribed to them.

We onee heard a very sensible minister say,
that Satan called more men to the ministry than
the Lord did. We believe it. These unfortu-
nate men who labor under the mistaken idea
that they are called to the ministry, have an in-
definite and inexplicable something which they
call a “ woe-is.-me.” They cannot define it. It
tells them nothing in particular. They feel
that they must preach. That is all. Now, we
simply set this indefinite something down as an
imposition of Satan.
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And we confess that we do not seo how any
young man—if he has the ability to make life a
sucoess, and is apt to teach, who comes near
enough to God to feel hiz holiness, the holiness
of his law, and the value of the great salvation
provided by Jesus Christ, and who loves poor
sinners, and realizes that we are in the time of
the last message, upon which the destiny of the
world hangs—can help feeling the ““ woe " upon
him.

It is true that Paul had a special ealling.
His was an especial work, under peculiar circum-
stances.  Others may have had egpecial evi-
dences; but they are exceptions, and not the
rule. As a rule, that which has moved men to
enter the Lord's vineyard, has been a high and
holy sense that they were bought with the
precious blood of Christ, and should be wholly
his, and that their time and strength should be
devoted to the work of saving sinners, one of
whom, when saved, would be of greater value
than all the treasures of this poor little world.
Men who come near enough to God to see, and
feel,and know, these great facts, have intelligent
convictiong of duty, With them the “woe is
me if I preach not the gospel,” is something that
exists, and virtually spéaks to them, and moves
them out in an intelligent manner to consecrate
themselves to . God, and prepare themselves for
the great work.

Those who have found pardon of their sins,
and are the adopted sons and daughters of the
Almighty, who are bought, and brought nigh by
the precious blood of Jesus Christ, and who re-
joice in hope of the glories to be revealed at the
second advent, and over on the immortal shores,
are debtors. And in no way can they aproxi-
mate toward paying the debt, only by a life de-
voted to the work of bringing others to Christ.
The grace of God had brought Paul greatly in
debt to the world, “T am debtor,” he says,
“hoth to the Greeks, and to the barbarians,
both to the wise, and to the unwise. So as
much a8 in me lies, [ am ready to preach the
gospel to you that are at Rome also.” Rom. 1:
14, 15. The apostle would exert the powers of
his entire being in paying the debt he owed to
the world in consequence of the grace of God
that had come to him. This constituted, in a
great measure, &t least, the “woe is me” that
rested upon Paul.

In the gift of the Son of God for sinners, in
his pardoning love which the repenting sinner is
permitted to feel,and in the promised future glory
and reward of the faishful saved, are reasons al-
most infinite why mea and women should feel
that they are in debt to sinners, and why they
should devote their powers to the work of their
aalvation, Those who do not realize their in-
debtedness are utterly disqualified to work for
God. Those who do, at such a time as the pres.
ent, have all the woe upon them that they need,
and should tarry no longer.

“Go labor in my, vineyard,
There's resting by-and-by."”

Laborers are wanted. And again we eall the
attention of our people to the subject of brief
courses of instruction in the present truth, and
the best methods of teaching it, for the benefit
of those young men and young women who feel
that the grace of God has made them debtors to
sinners, and that they must devote themselves to
the last message of mercy to the world, These
courses of instruction should be held in several
States during winter and spring. We suggest
that the expenses of the teachors be met by Gen-
eral Conference, and that those churches who
may invite the course to their place, board free
all those who are worthy, and whose limited cir-
cumstances make it a duty to board them free,
May God give our General Conference wisdom
to treat properly this great and important ques-
tion of want of laborers,

Fire and Flood. -

Tue earth is bocoming paralytie. It is like
the poor epileptic who was brought to our Lord
to be healed, who ofttimes f.11 into the fire and
oft into the water; with only this difference,
that the earth is in fire and water at one and the
same time. While our Western States were
kilu-dried by long weeks of cloudless sun, and
then swept by fiery oyelones and burning torna-
does, which gent balls of fire like bullets through
hickory plough-handles, and melted the pennies
in men's pockets, and took the life of every liv-

ing thing within reach of their blasting breath,.

other parts of the country have been scaked with
continuous rains, and damaged with uncommon

floods. And other parts of the world besides
our own have been subjected to extremes of this
natare. I'rom China the papers bring the fol-
lowing report :—

“.. .. In the north of China there have been
inundations of a very destructive character. In
New-Chiang 20,000square miles were submerged,
and 1,000 people were drowned. ... A terrible
typhoon' visited the region of Macao on the 2d
of September, and, besides doiog immense dam-
age to property, destroyed 300 lives, ... U, 8,
minister Low hag returned to Pekin, and the
Cowan expedition appears to have been given
up.

And now, as if all the caloric in our atmos-
phere had been expended in the recent preter-
natural fires, winter has set in with uncommon
flerceness and unusually soon. A Detroit Post,
of last week, says:—

“The fierceness with which winter has as-
gailed us here is not local, In London, the cold
has been so sharp, the air has bitten not only so
“shrewdly ” and “ cagerly,” but 2o savagely, that
seventeen persons perished in one night. In the
West, on the other hand, in Utah, the gnow is
reported to be ten foet deep. Day before yes.
terday it was only three degrees aZove zero at
Duluth, and thirteen at Marquette, and thirteen
in Portland. The poor will suffer many hard-
ships, and the demands upon the benevolent will.
be more exacting than ever.”

More and more apparent is it becoming that
the only hope of nature, or of the race, is in the
promised Redeemer. Farth will never be healod
of her maladies, till he shall return and set
things to rights in this disordered realm. And
let the day not be long in coming.

U. 8,

The Cost of Human Salvation,

———

Wiio can estimate the value set upon our
race ! the wondrous love, the mumazing conde-
scension, the infinite sacrifice, the immense la-
bor and intense interest and solicitude, on the
part of Heaven, manifested toward a sinfal and
rebollious, degraded and ruined raca? No hu-
man pen can deseribe it, and inspiration fails to
impress the human heart with a just apprecis-
tion of it. It is beyond the reach of finite com-
prehension—too vast to be measured by such
beings as we are—yet, if we would, we could
see enough of it to cause us to admire the plan,
adore and praise its Author, and to the utmost
of our limited capacity, reciprocate the love of
(God, and show by our actions that we eater into
the spirit of the plan, and are willing to labor,
sacrifice and suffer, in the work of salvation to
sinners—a work in which the Father, the Son,
and all the heavenly hogt are engaged. -

Yet, though we cannot measure the love of
God, nor comprehend the vastness of the sacri-
fice and labor on the part of Heaven, let us at-
tentively consider the wonderfal plan which
‘“the angels desire to look into.”

Man had sinned, and had forfeitad all, even
life and being. God would be just in cutting
him off and consigging him to oblivion. But
his tender pity and compassion led him to devise
a plan for his redemption and salvation. The
divine Son enters into the plan with such un-
bounded love and zeal as to offer himself to be
a sacrifice for the sins of men, so that the just
law of God should be honored, and at the same
time sinful man be saved. The plan is devised,
the Son of God is to leave his glory and come to
earth to labor, suffer, and die at the hands of
those he came to save. And this, though amaz-
ing, is not all. He that could bring worlds
imto existence at a word, who spake, and it was
done, devotes as many thousands of years to the
salvatiou of our ruined world as there were da
spent in its creation. We might speak of the
wonderful humiliation of the Son of God, his la-
bors and suffering on earth, his agony in Geth-
semane, and his cruel death on Calvary ; and the
theme conld never be exhausted; but we wish
to speak more particularly of his incessant care
and watchfulness during the whole period of
man’s second probation, his work of intercession
and of judgment at its cloge.

Who has weighed this matter with sufficient
care?! Who has ever valued the cost of our sal-
vation, as demanding the active energies of the
divine Son of God for six thousand years? Who
has estimated the intense solicitude of our Ad-
vocate with the Father, and the guardian care
of the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, listening
to the pra[yom and watching the conduct of every
individual of the countless millions of our race
who have sought his intercessions during this
whole period?7 And who has considered his
sorrows and his long-soffering as he has so fre-
?uontly been crucified afresh, even by his pro-

essed friends, and put to open shame ?

But he has not been the only one employed
in this vast and protracted work. The angels
of God, who desired to Jook into the plan, and
share in the work, and whose number i3 no less
than ““ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands,” have been sent forth as
ministering spirits to minister to those who
should be heirs of salvation. Think of their
constant watchfulness, their extreme solicitude
and tender care during all this time. And since
there is joy in Heaven among the angels of God

over one sinner that repenteth; think of the
grief of those kind messengers of mercy over the
sins and apostasyof those they have labored to
save.

As a consequence of giving an individual
probation to the innumerable hosts that have
peopled the earth for six thousand years, a day
of reckoning, a senoral Judgment, must come &t
the close. And, with this consummation in
view, the records of men's lives must be kept,
the books must be written which are to be
opened in the Judzment, when every man shall
be judged according to his deeds. as they are
found written in the books. What a vase
amount of labor, even for ten thousand times
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands of an-
gels! And all this to save fallen man justly con
domned to death, who might have been consumed
ina moment by the word of Iim who spake
him into being !

Oh! matchless love and condescension! How
great the cost of human salvation! How infi-
nite the sacrifice, and how vast the labor of love
expended npon so vile and sinful a creature !

Aud what return do we make ? How is this
costly salvation, proffered to our race, esteemed 7
How is love so amazing, so divine, reciprocated 7
How was the Prince of salvation received, and
how have his most devoted followers been
treated? How has this costly ‘salvation been
slighted by a majority of our race?

But let us come a little closer. What return
has been wade by those who have coveted this
great salvation so dearly purchased 7 How loth,
even, to leave their sins! And instead of in-
quiring, How can I reciprocate such matchless
love /—by what labor and sacrifice can I show
how highly I value the immense labor and sac
rifice that this salvation has cost ?—the inquiry
has rather been, how lictle may I do, and yet
share in the fruits of all this labor and sacrifice ?
and how far may [ follow my sinful propensitics,
my carnal appetites and pleasures, and yet not
miss of this salvation, which cost so much?

¢+ 1s this the kiod return?

Aro these the thanks we owe?”
thug to abuse such wondrous love, and slight
the sacrifice of the Son of God, his untold agony
and immense labor of love?

Shame ! shame!! to that person that halts at
dnty, and inquires, Is this a saving ordinance?
May I not owit this duty and still be saved?
Can such a one share in this costly salvation ?

0O God, my inmost soul convert” Lot me
feel it a precions gift, not only to believe on his
name, but to suffer for his gake. Let me share
in the lubor, and partake of the sufforings, of
Christ, and of those who shall be heirs of eter-
nal glory. Bring me not into the society of Je-
sus, angels and martyrs, till I have, in some
degree, appreciated this divine love, and showa
by my works that I value the t salvation,
which has cost such immense labor, suffering
and sacrifice. R. F. CorrrRELL.

Indications of the End.

Tue other day T was deeply interested in a
job of carpenter's work, to have it done by a
certain time, The carpenter told me it should be
done by the time desired. Day after day I
watched the work but could see little progress.
Every thing looked to me about the same from’
day to day. Certainly I thought, precious time
is passing and little is being done. But at
length he was ready to put together what he
had been at work npon; then how quickly it
was done ! More appeared to be accomplished in
an hour than had been before in days.

TFrom this I can learn a useful lesson concern-
ing God's work. I sometimes become impatient
and almost discouraged by the apparently slow
progress the cause is making from year to year.
In some respects it would seem as though the
work was almost at a stand still. The coming
of the Lord would appear to be no nearer than
it was years ago; but when we take a compre-
hensive view of the work in its connections,
things are moving rapidly very rapidly, every
year toward the final consummation.

The closing messuge is to affect all nations
and all classes of men, and even the earth itself
in its physical condition. Morally, religiously,
and oclpulitically, men must be prepared, be ri-
pened, for the events that are to mnzgim at the
coming of Christ. Tt is not only God's people
that is to be prepared. They could make little
headway in the work, if God did not previously
prepare men’s minds for the work. When God
promised Abraham the land of Canaan, he could
not then take possession of it “for the iniqnity
of the Amorites was not yet full.” Gen. 15: 16,
The Amorites must become ripe for destruction
before God would drive them out, and give the
land to his people. Xour hundred and thirty
years the seed of Abraham waited for that
promise; they became a nation of slaves and
apparently their hope was lost. DBut at last
when the Canaanites are ripe for it, when the
Fgyptians are ready to act their part, and the
Tsraclites theirs, what mighty events are crowded
into a few years! How quick the building goes
np after the materials are all prepared.

Christ, the Messiah, was the great hope of
the Hebrew people. Kvery prophet that came
upon the stage pointed to him with glowing
words of hope. All hearts' were eager for his
coming. Yetgenerations, centurics, ages, passed
glowly by with no indication of his advent.

And when he is born into the world, thirty

long years still roll on before he begins his work.
At length all things are in the rigE; condition ;
then what wonderful events were crowded into
three or four years !

So it has always been with the work of God.
Its preparation is slow and tedious. The hasty
and fuithless ones become tired, discouraged,
and turn away from it. The faithful alone
hoid on to the end. But when all things are
finally ready, with what astonishing rapidity
the moet wonderful events are crowded into a
fow days!

Nouce a fow of the many ways in which we
gee all things preparing for the last loud war-
ning and the finul end.

1. When Jesns comes, the world is to be
morally corrupt as it was in. the time of Noah
and Lot. Mutt. 24 :37-39. The last few yoars
has produced such u terrible increase in moral
corruption that thivking and observing men are
noticing it and fecling alarmed aboutit. Every
year it prows worse faster.

2, Religious furmality, hypoerisy, and world-
liness are to mark the nominal churches when
the Lord comes. They are to so far degenerate
as to even become the habitation of devils and
every unclean and hateful bird. 2 Tim. 8: 1-6;
Rev. 18:2. Nothing is more marked than the
rapid apostasy of the Protestant sects for the
last few years. All their pious members, lead-
ing men, and periodicals confess it with sorrow.
A short time ago one needed to be cautious how
he spoke of the full of Babylon; but now it
gives little or no offence to the people. Indeed,
they see it more readily than otm points.  All
candid persons are coming to feel and acknowl-
edge that a reformation must soon be effected
in some way or religion will lose its hold on
men. It is coming to be no uncommon thing
for notorious liars, swearers, drunkurds, adult-
erers, &e., to be members in good standing in
churches, I Znow these things to be so. They
are fast ripening for the ery, “ Come out of her
my people.”” The following from 7'he Nation
is to the point :(—

“If religion is to retain much influence on hu-

man affuirg, the church must return to its an-
cient ways. Not only must it rebuke immoral-
ity, but it munst not furnish asanceuary for crim-
inals. Tt fell into that error once before, in
evil days, and it atoned for it heavily. For,al-
though it is doubtless true that the spectacle of
corruption, and of successful and unabushed cor-
ruption, in every variety of furm, is very de-
bauching, and that the state,of things in this
city is very likely to demoralize profoundly a
very large proportion of the generation which is
growing up under it, and which retains no tra-
ditions of the earlier and better time, it is also
true that the great cause of morality is never
left without ohampions and defenders. The
sight of ruffiaus on the judgment-seat, selling
justice with ribald jokes; of ruffians in the log-
islature, selling laws ; of rufliang stealing millions
of poor men's money every year, and spending
it in “toys and lust and wine;” of great bank-
ers and merchants conniving at their theft and
smiling on them, as they gorge themselves; of
church members taking their wages to do their
bidding and further their sochemes—may well be
believed to be playing terrible havoe with the
manuners of the millions of young men and wo-
men who, standing on the edge of the arena, are
asking themsclves the tremendous question,
What weapons are lawful in this great battle of
life? But then, it must not be forgotten. that
spectacles of this kind disgust and rouse, if not
as many as they seduce, enough both to save so-
ciety and avenge it.”
3. The principles and dootrines of the present
truth are becoming widely known through all
the country. We can not go into a town large
or small but what there are more or less persons
who have heard or read on present truth,
and are favorable to it. All these things are
silently but surely preparing the way for the
closing work to be done quickly. God's eye is
on all parts of the work,and he keeps all mov-
ing together. The progress of this work is not
to be marked simply by the’ numbers who actu-
ally and openly embrace it.  Far from it. Thou-
gands are hearing and reading now who are
thus being prepared to fully embrace it by
and by.

4. The rapid extension of railroads, steam hoats,
telegraphs, printing facilities, &e., is preparing
the way for the closing work to be done as it
were in a moment, when all things are ready.
Dan. 12:4. Nah. 3:3, 4. What could we have
done in warning the world, with only the faeili-
ties for traveling and publishing of a century
ago? Comparatively nothing. Thus we see
God preparing the way before his people.

5. Notice the extensive efforts made the few
past years to spread the Bible and the gospel
among all nations, thus fulflling Mate. 24 : 14.
None shall have an excuse when the Lord
comes. '

6. Sec the field where providence has raised
up the last warning. In America all pations
are represented as in no other country in all the
world at any time. Not a nation of any account
but what has more or less representatives here.
Through these all can readily and rapidly be
warned.

In short, the materials are all being worked out,
are nearly ready, and soon the building will go
up. Courage, friends, God is in the work.
Ounly have patience and faith.

D. M. CaxnrGar.



A MOTHER'S LAMENT,

No rLace to pray, no altar here,
In parlor, hall, or plain;

No band to fuide, no heart to cheer,
I turn and gearch in vain.

My God I love, his laws are good,
My sll to him I owe;

My woayward will his love subdued ;
To bim I fain would go.

The hosts of Satan press about;
My beart with pain will throb;
Till tired of life and mirthful shout,

I steal away to gob.

Then Jesus comes with words of love ;
“I've lived u.{ life before;
Despalring one, look up, above,
And view the shining shore.

“I've trod this vale of tears for thee;
For thee I've prayed at night,

On mountalns wild, by roaring sea,
That thou might see the light.”

Ob! joy of all; that blest abode
Beyond this world of care—
Jesus my all—my father, God;
I'll ift my heart in prayer.
H. M. Vax SLyxe.
Tlamjlton, Mo.

Lrogress of the Ganse,
ot 70 g bt et o
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Michigan.

Sixce my last report, Oct. 29, 1 have
been visiting Sabbath-keepers in Oceana
Co., where a church was recently organized
in the township of Grant by Bro. Philip
Strong, G. W. Newman elected Elder,
from Nov. 4 to 13. Our Sabbath and
first-day meetings were deeply interesting,
especially the last. Some of the brethren
have from ten to fifteen miles to travel, and
strangers come also quite a distance to
learn about the keeping of the Sabbath
and the soon coming of our dear Lord and
Saviour. Others beside Sabbath-keepers
are anxious to hear a course of lectures.
Many strangers are seeking employment on
the railroads which are progressing north-
ward up the western shore of the lake
through villages and settlements which
have been difficult to reach heretofore on
account of bad roads.

From what I learned, the way is opening
daily for the spread of the good news of the
coming kingdom of our Lord and Saviour.

I was with the church in Monterey last
Sabbath. The, whoopingcough has prevailed
here with the children to such an extent
that our day schoolsand Sabbath-schools have
been suspended for weeks. Thank the Lord
theafilicted are gettingbetter, and the schools
are about commencing again.

Josern Bates.

Monterey, Nov, 20, 1871,

Yermont,

WHEN we wrote our last report, Oct. 16,
1871, we bad been in South Huntington
over six Sundays, and had held about fifty
meetings, and three precious souls had de-
cided to keep the Sabbath. Now there are
eight who keep the Sabbath in Huntington,
and others arve deeply interested. While
we held a few more meetings in II., we
started an interest in the town of Starks-
borough, about four miles and a half south,
on the way to Bristol, where we held thirty
meetings. The attendance was large at
every meeting, and the people were very
eager to hear the truth, and to read our
works, and we had to work fast to visit the
several families who anxiously invited us
to call on them.

Monday evening, Oct. 30, Bro. D. T.
Bourdeau spoke on the importance of obey-
ing, having arranged to leave the next day
to visit several families during the week,
and to meet with the friends in West Bolton
the next Sabbath. .While he was speakin
that evening, it seemed quite evident to a
present that his work was nearly closed,
and that he would very soon have to rest in
the grave. During the past thirteen
months in our labors together, and in la-
boring“with other preachers, he has zeal-
ously done his part of the work ; often go-
ing beyond his strength. But in this our
state of aflliction, the thought that during
that time more than sixty precious souls
west of the Green Mountains in Vermont
have been led to embrace the Sabbath and
to rejoice in the present truth, cheers our

r hearts, and we are encouraged to trust
in the Lord for the futare.

I continued holding meetings in Starks-
borough, assisted by Bro. Evans; and
the 4th of November held our first Sab-

* bath meeting in that place, which was one

of the best meetings I ever attended. Five
were present from Huntington, and two
from Bristol, whose cheering testimonies
added to the interest of the meeting. Sev-
eral new converts committed themselves in
favor of the truth., At the close of the
meeting, those who were fully decided to
keep the Bible Sabbath were invited to rise
to their feet, and twenty-two arose, fifteen
of whom were new converts. Bro. Evans ar-
ranged to move to that place last week.
Sabbath and first-day, Nov. 11 and 12,1
held meetings at West Bolton. The
weather was very unfavorable, and some of
the friends did not attend ; yet the meetings
were very interesting, and a good start was
made in organizing Systematic Benevolence.
Bro. and sister lfutchins were present. As
Bro. H. tried to do hispartin themeeting, it
was manifest that he too needs to be care-
ful with regard to his health. Next Thurs-
day, the Lord willing, I shall return to
Huntington and Starksborough to continue
the work there. It is earnestly desired
that Bro. and sister White will visit these
new friends in Vermont on their Eastern
tour. A. C. BouRDEAU.
Bordoville, Vt., Nov. 19,1871,

Wisconsin.

Ox account of a heavy rain storm, I did not
reach my appointment at Liberty Pole till sixth-
day evening, and even then I was hindered from
having mecting, by one Elder Cotton, Disciple,
who had been holding meetings in the place for
two weeks, on purpose to be ready to compel
me to enter into a discussion with him on the
Sabbath question. I affirmed that the Bible
taught that the seventh-day Sabbath is binding
upon all men. We debated this question four
sessions of two hours each. He affirmed that
the Bible teaches that the first day of the week
was kept by the apostolic church as the day for
public worship, and as such, should be observed
by all Christians. We debated this question
three evenings. The arguments in favor of San-
day were the same old story, except that the
Elder admitted that the breaking of bread by
Panl and the disciples, Acts 20 : 7, was only the
partaking of a common meal, which was new to
me.

I showed from Ex. 31 :13-18, that God said
to the children of Israel that they shounld keep
the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout
their generations for a perpetual covenant. It
is a sign botween me and the children of Israel
forever.

1 also showed from Jer. 31 : 31, and Heb. 8:
T-12, that God made the new covenant with the
children of Israel, and that all that receive the
blessings of the new covenant, even from amon
the Gentiles, are the children of Israel, an
therefore must keep the Sabbath as the sign that
Grod has sanctified them; and that every true
Christian is a sanctified Tsraelite ; and that God
has made the keeping of the seventh-day Sab-
bath a sign of that fact, which, according to God's
promise in Ex. 31:13, must continue us long as
the new covenant, and will be kept by God's
new-covenant people, called by Paul, Israel.
Gal.6:16. ¢ And as many as walk according to
this rule, peace be on them and merey, and upon
the Tsrael of God.”

The Elder admitted that the argument I pre-
sented, showing so plainly the perpetuity of Is-
rael, was correct, but claimed that the Sabbath
was not binding upon them, notwithstanding God
said they should Eoep the Sabbath throughout
their generations.

All the friends of truth are satisfied that the
discussion did much good. The brethren and
gisters were much strengthened, and we think
much prejudice was removed.

The next evening after the discussion we com-
menced our quarterly meeting, which was the
first one in this church. Brethren from Vie-
targ, Bad Axeand Kickapoo Center were present,
and we all shared largoly of God's free Spirit,
especially on the Sabbath. On first-day, two
were baptized and added to the church, and two
more will be baptized next first-day, at Kickapoo.
The church here have commeneced the organiza-
tion of & missionary society. An elder and dea-
con were ordained ; so this church is now in a
good condition to advance and grow in grace if
they will only be faithful.

There is no one thing that I know of that
will sooner destroy the spirituality of a church
than tardiness in getting together at the time
appointed for moeting. For instance, we ap-
pont nine o’clock Sabbath morning for prayer
and social meeting. And the brethren and sis-
ters come strolling along till ten or eleven, so
that many do not get there till the prayer-meet-
ing is past. Such meetings attended in that
way are always lifeless, cold, indifferent meetings,
nng will soon destroy the influence and spiritu-
ality of any church. In 2 Tim. 4 : 2, Paul says,
“Beinstant inseason.” But yon say, This means
the minister. I admitit, but does it not also
include the people? It most certainly does;
for why should God command the minister and
not the people?

Dear brethren and sisters, let us all be punct-
ual in getting to meeting in time, and also in
doing our duty after we get there.

EW AND HERALD OF THE SABBATH. .

Thureday, Nov. 23, T commenced meotings at
Kickapoo Center, preached five times, had an
ordinance meeting, ordained an elder, and bap-
tized three. )

Monday, the 27th, I traveled twenty-eight
miles, and preached in the evening to the Sand
Praivie church. This is one of the strongest
churches in the Conference, not in numbers, but
in real sound moral worth, They have beén an
organized church about ten years, and have had
their trials ; but by the careful management of
their elder, and the blessing of God, they built
their meoting-house, and have always kept up
their Systematic Benevolence.  And never to my
knowledge have they had to call on & minis-
ter to help them out of any trouble. And they
are now becoming much interested in the mis.
sionary work as suggested by Bro. White in
late REVIEW, and are organizing.

The churches at Liberty Pole and Kickapoo
bave also organized themselves into missionary
societics, 1 hope all the churches in the Confer-
ence will immediately take hold of the work,
and feel stimulated to action by what the New
England Conference has done and is doing.
See Bro. White's report in Revirw Vol. 38,
Nov. 22.

1 hope all our brethren in Wisconsin will re-
read it carefully, and then carry out the work as
promptly as the New kingland Conference has,
cspeeaally in colleoting and paying all dues on
the Review Axp Herarnp.

Since leaving Liberty Pole, I noticed in the
Vernon Co. paper that Elder Cotton is not sat-
istied with the discussion, because he did not
have the privilege of discussing the immortality
question. 1Me also insinuates that I used decep-
tion with him in order to avoid discussing the
immortality question when we discussed the
Sabbath question. But I told him® plainly the
reason I could not discuss that subject then was
for want of time on account of other engage-
ments. But if we can agree on propositions,
I will discuss that question with Eim in their
meeting-house in Viraqua at some future time.

I arrived home, Nov. 28, to sce to the wants
of my deeply afflicted family. My wife is now
suffering severely by the very painful returning
cancer that we hoped was removed last winter.
Just how long I shall be kept at home by this
affliction, I know not, but will wait on the Lord
to open the way for me,

I will say, therefore, to the brethren in Waus.
band Co., Please be patient, trusting in the
Lord to helf you to get along without preaching
for a while longer, and T will visit yon again as
goon a8 the way shall open, so that I can consist-
ently leave my family again. ' I would ask all
to pray for us, that the Lord may bring us
through this afiliction better than when we en-
tered into it. I. SaNBORN.

Jolnstown Center, Wis., Nov. 29, 1871,

Aroostook Co., Mes

I COMMENCED meetings at the Dyer Brook
sohool-house, Nov. 2. The interest hag scemed
to be very good. There have been from twen-
ty-five to one hundred out to hear. The most
are convinced that we have the truth, and a few
have decided to keep the Sabbath. Others are
hesitating at the cross. It is very evident that
the Lord is at work with some, and I hope to
see viotory on the side of truth. Truly it scems
that this is the compelling message, and will fi.
nally triamph. J. B. Goopricu:
g;nma Mills, Me.

Loving our Neighbor.

“Trou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”
(od does not command us to love him with an
indifferent or lukewarm love, but to love him
even a8 we love ourselves. Do we do this? Are
we a5 forgiving to our neighbor s we are to our-
selves ? %‘Vhen he is in need, are we as ready to
assist him as we are to assist ourselves? When
he rejoices, do we rejoice with him? When he
mourns, do we comfort him?  When he is cold,
do we warm him? When he is hungry, do we
give him food 7 When he is naked, do we clothe
him? When he is sick, do we stand by his bed-
side and minister unto him?  If he is in danger,
do we warn him 2 When he strays from the path
of truth and virtue, do we take him by the hand
and gently lead him to Jesus 7 If we do, then in
truth dowe love our neighbor as we love ourselves,
If we do not, then do we come short of God's
commandment. Brethren and sisters, let us
think of this. Read the last part of Matt. 25.

V. M. L. CorTRELL.

He Giveth Snow like Wool.

Dror a piece of wool upon the floor. Do

ou hear it? No. It isnoiseless. And this

s altogether characteristic of divine oper-
ations.

“What God does, is done so sweetly,
So completely,
- Ar:ué:o still, .
““while we're grring
At his skill.” ,

Beautiful snow ! how silently it falls! It

makes no sound as it comes, it sends no

herald to proclaim its advent, but silently

and surely it falls, covering every twig and

B
tree, till all nature is clothed in a pure,
white garment. It covers all the rough
places, hides every deformity. It crowns the
lowly cottage with its pure wreath of white,
aswell as the mansion of the rich. How pure,
how })eautifu], it is béfore it is marred by
man !

Is there anything whiter than snow ? You
are almost ready to say, Surely, nothing can
be ; but thepsalmist tells us that thereis. See
Ps. 51:7. ¢ Purge me with hyssop, and I
shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow.”

Snow is often alluded to in the Bible for
its whiteness, and for its cleansing qualities.
“Come now, and let us reason together,
saith the Lord : Though your sins be as
| scarlet, they shall be as white as snow:
'thouﬁh they be red like crimson, they shall
be like wool.”

Oh ! sweet assurance! to have all our sins
thus blotted out, and our hearts made pure
and clean, “ whiter than snow,’”” that we
may be accounted worthy of receiving etex-
nal life when Jesus comes.

“Jesus! who on Calyary’s mountain
Poured thy precious blood for me,

Wash mo ia its flowing fouucain,
That my soul may spotless be.

E. R. Dewey,

Montpelier, V.

Time.

How rast it flies! Soon it will be gone,
and eternity will take its place. Can we
keep pace with it. Do our actions corre-
spond with our faith, and the time in which
we live? Do we economize our time, and
givo all we can spare from other necessary

uties of life to the cause of God, in doing
good to others ? or do we spend it in pleas-
ure-seeking ? in visiting? or any way to
please the carnal mind? Do we realize
that time is precious? and every moment
that is wasted, or not improved to the glory
of God, is sinful in his sight, and will be
brought into judgment? If we partook of
the spirit of our Master, who went about
doing good, and who suffered with hunger
and fatigue in ministering to the wants of
others, our hearts would be in the work,
and we should find no time to use unneces-
earily for ourselves, but our hearts would
yearn over those who have not the light of
present truth. We should put forth a
mightier effort to get the truth before them.
Oh! that a deeper sense of the shortness of
time, and our accountability to God, might
rest upon us. The great day of God's
wrath hasteth greatly. Soon the great con-
troversy with mankind will be closed up.
There is no time to spare. If we have any
rt to act in life’s closing drama, we must
about it; and while we may feel deeply
humbled under a sense of our unworthiness
and inability to fill even the smallest place,
we must not get discouraged, but do what we
can. Oh! may we obey the truth by living
out all the light. . Then shall we feel its
sanctifying power. resting upon us, which
will fit us for our place wherever it may
be. C. Lawrox,
Jeff. Co,, N. Y.

Make us All like Jesus,

Prruars this petition is offered to God
often without fully realizing what it implies.
Do we, in reality, desire to lead the humble,
cross-bearing life he did? Are we willing
to deny self? Jesus’ whole life here was
made up of self-denial. Ah!und what self-
denial, to leave the realms of glory where
he was adored and honored, and come to this
world where he knew he would be derided
and mocked, and put to the most shameful
death. Are we willing to spend our time
in doing good to others, instead of ourselves ?
This was the whole work of the Master. Did
he do it gradgingly? Oh! no; but mourned
over those who would not let him do them
good; saying to Jerusalem, “Tow often
would I have gathered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under
her wings; and ye would not.”” Was he
proud of his good deeds? Who might not
have taken honor to himself, if not he?
He might with propriety have sought the
society of therich, thenoble, and the mighty :
who if not he, the Son of God? Bat no, his
chosen ones were of the humble poor.
Should his professed followers then be seck-
ing for the applause and honors of the rich
and mighty ? should the disciple desire to be
above his Lord? Jesus gave all, even life
itself, to save souls. How much are we will-
ing to sacrifice to save them? Who has this
endinview continually ? Soulsare perishing;
can we be indifferent? Not if we would be
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like Jesus. He was rich, but for our sakes
he became poor. Who has such love for
souls as to be willing to follow their Lord in
thisrespect ? Many of their abundance give
a little, to send the truth to others; perhaps
even that grudgingly: and still souls are
perishing for lack of the good we might do
them. Tlow much to you, is the value of a
goul? A few dollars, perhaps a few cents,
may be the means of saving one.

'&’ould you be Christ-like, wait not for
opportunities to do good to come to you, but
seek for them. Shall wasted opportunities
rise up in the judgment against us? Nearly
every day, some one comes in our way, to
whom we might impart a knowledge of the
truth ; whom we should warn that the Lord
is at hand ; the Judge at the door. Are we
faithful to do this? The vineyard is large,
but where aro the laborers? I see some
busy at work, toiling early and late, instant
in season and out of season. But oh! how
many sluggards and drones are there; only
stumbling-blocks in the way of sinners.
And what will be the end thereof ? The day
forseulin{: accounts iz at hand. The Master
will ask, Where are thy sheaves ? where the
souls thou shouldst have saved ? where thy
robe of white? This oneisstained; covered
with the blood of souls. Here is the crown
thou mightest have worn, but it shall be
given to another more worthy than thou

May God beget within us an earnest zeal,
that with meckness we may do our duty
faithfully to all; and help us that we may
truly become like Jesus. But God will not
make us like Jesus, though we ask it ever
80 much ; unless there is a willingness in our
hearts to be so. We are to work together
with him, in this matter. Study his life;
and then strive to be like him, humbly ask-
ing God for help. I think I do really de-
sire to be &s near like Jesus, as it is possible
for poor, weak, erring mortals to be. The
more [ stady his life, the more I love and
reverence himn. I am ravished with his love-
liness, and [ will strive every day to become
more like him.

M. E. WrnLiams,

Millgroee, N. Y.

Cantion,

Tuaze church in Allegany Co., N. Y., feel
it duty to caution all against being imposed
upon by a “wandering star "’ by the name
of Green, who came to them with fair pro-
fessions and an assumed name (that of
Hatry Harding), and sncceeded in marrying
a respectable younilady, after which it was
discovered that he had a wife and four chil-
dren liviag in Pennsylvania within a' day's
drive of this place.

Also, there is a middle-aged man, of low
stature, light hair, bald headed, and pock-
marked, who was excluded from this church
for the erime next to murder in the deca-
logue, some two yearssince, and who, instead
of showing signs of genuine repentance, has
taken up a warfare against a portion of our
faith, while he professes to keep the Sabbath,
and is laboring to injure our influence among
the people by false representations of what
we hold and teach, to create prejudice with
those without, and lead astray the weak and
wavering. His case would not be noticed
thus publicly, but for the possibility that he
may tum up in some other place, and if he
should, he issure to appear as a preacher, for
preach he must and preach he will ; to which
we have no objections, if he will preach his
own creed and not deceive the le in re-
spect to S. D. Adventists angeo e truths
which we hold and teach.

By otder of the church.

Jostam WrrTer, Clerk.

Wcu.+'zz¢, N. ¥., Nov. 29, 1871.

Novel-Reading,

Tuis |fascinating sin just as effectually
poisons the mind as & deadly drug does the
gystem ; and yet how wide-spread is the
evil. The habitual novel-reader is just as
much a slave to his appetite for fiction as
the drunkard is to his for liquor, or the
smoker to his for tobacco. Iknow the above
to be true from experience, and I would
send forth a word of warning to those who
are addicted to this habit, especially among
the children of Sabbath-keepers,

The following is a eketch of my own ex-
perience, and if it awakens a sense of this
great evil in the breast of ope poor soul, so
as to lead him to abandon the practice, it
will have accomplished its purpose.

I commenced to read the N. Y. Ledger
when only seven or eight years of age; but
as I grew older, I found that that did not
satisfy my mind's desire for exciting read-
ing. I must have more. So dime novels
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were added to the list. Still the cry was for
more. And thus it was continually: the
more I read, the more I wanted to read, un-
til it was my whole aim and desire to pro-
cure some new story. And then I was lost
to all external things until that was finished.
The last four years, I read from four to six
of the weekly papers each week, and everﬂ
story book and novel I could obtain, whic
Wwas a great many.

At last, the habit got such complete con-
trol of me that I could not read the Bible,
the Review, or any of our publications. I
found no enjoyment in meeting, and for
nearly one year I did not attend meeti
on the Sabbath with my parents, but staye
at home to read stories. And now, at the
age of only twenty-two, I find my memory
greatly impaired, though I am naturally
very quick to learn, with a power of mem-
ory naturally strong.

{‘Xo one can realize how keenly I feel the
loss, and how bitterly I regret the mis-
spent years of my life. I had seen the evil
for a number of years, and at times made
ap my mind to abandon the practice; but
had not the courage to do so.

At last, there came a time that I must
make a decision one way or the other. My
mother had been sick for some five weeks,
when one night father called me up at 3
o'clock, and there, as I supposed, gy the
bedside of my dying mother, I gave the re-
quired promise, From that hour she seemed
to rally. The same week I went to camp-
meeting,.and there started for the kingdom.
Blessed be the name of the Lord! for he
has given me strength to keep my promise.
I can truly say that I now take more enjoy-
ment while reading one chapterin the Bible
than I ever did in all the novels I ever
read.

Dear reader, are you addicted to this
great sin?  If so, stop! stop now, ere it
be too late. Don't wait to see the end of
that continued story, for by the time that is
finished you will become interested in an-
other one, and be no nearer leaving off than
at first. I have tried ity and know this to
be so. Oh! Ibeg of you, don't waste an
more of these precious moments in novel-
reading. Soon Jesus is coming! He is
even now at the door. Then let us work
while the day lasts, that we may make our
calling and election sure ; for soon the night
cometh in which no one can work, and are
we ready 7. Pray for me that I may prove
faithful, overcome every sin, and at last meet

you in the kingdom.
Wit E. Mortoxy,

LPortland, Maine.

Thonght-Hives,

EverY man we meet is a walking thought-
hive. To our eye, it is hidden; but to God’s
eye, it is a hive of transparent glass. For
there is not a thought in our hearts, but lo !
O Lord, thou knowest it altogether! The
thoughts which nestle within us, and issue
from us in language and in actions, deter-
mine our moral character. ¢ As amanthink-
eth in his heart, so is he.”

A man is known by the company he keeps.
So the thoughts which we harbor within us,
and which go out through the doors of our
mouths and our hands, determine our real
characters. A holy man gives house-room
on]dy to pure and noble and goodly thoughts,
and he is constantly striving to bar up door
and window against foul and wicked in-
truders; out of the treasure-house within him
proceed all the beautiful deeds and white-
winged words that are a blessing unto others.

abitual thinking determines a man as
either Christ’s or Satan’s. A sensualist is
only a filthy thinker. The walls of his mind
are hung around with lascivious pictures;
his inmost soul is a brothel. Do a man’s
thoughts run continually upon the bottle?
Then heis a drunkard. Does another man’s
thought-hive send out its winged messengers
every hour to gather honey from God's word,
and his world of nature? Then is he a de-
vout and happy being. In such a man, God
dwelleth by l?ie Spirit.  One of the highest
of spiritual Juxuries is the enjoyment of pure
and exhilarating and sublime thoughts. To
such a devout and happy thinker, a prison
would be a palace. *1 thought of Jle)sus,"
said holy Rutherford, “until every stone in
the wall of my prison cell shone like a ruby."”
Wherefore let us keep our hearts—our
thought-hives—with all diligence, for out of
them are the issues of our life. And no one
can handle the pitch of a wicked, or obscene,
or abominable thought for any considerable
time, without being fatally defiled thereby.

There is no greater torment than to be

an unclean, or an intensely selfish, or cor-

rupt thinker ; this is the genuine demoniac
possession. Such a one is ** grievously vexed
with a devil.” To go through some men's
hearts wonld be like a walk through Sing
Sing penitentiary. Every room has a ras-
cal in it. Out of such hearts proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, covetousness, pride, blasphemy.
What a hell in advance, to be doomed to
live in such a habitation of the devil! All
thoughts have their germs. The surest way
to kill a sin is to kill it in the egg. At
the very moment when a wicked thought is
born, is the right time to strangle it. These
little snakes soon become the anacondas that
strangle conscience and destroy character.
How important, too, is the nursing into act-
ive life and strength of every good and holy
suggestion and aspiration. A noble career
depends on the treatment given to the infant
ideas that are born in the soul. The best
of these are the direct product of the Holy
Spirit. To quench a good thought is to
‘““guench the Spirit;" and the everlasting
damnation of millions has been the result of
this very sin against the infinite love.—7.
L. Cuyler.

Tue Christian who has put aside religion be-
cause he is in worldly compuny, is like a man
who has pnt off his shoes because he is walking
among thorns,

8&=~S. D. ADVENTISTS passing through
Wellington, Ohio (on the C. C. C. & [. R, R.),
are cordially invited to give us a call,
0. T. Nonwe,
J. A. NonLE,

’"mm{a{g gnti‘;zs.

Bloasnd are the dead which (e o the Logd fram heaceforeh,
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Drep, in Monroe, Towa, Nov, 5, 1871, of ty
phoid fover, Lottie May, only child of J. B. and
Maggie K. Benington, aged one year, four
months, and twelve days. We have laid her
away to rest peacefully until the resurrection
morn. Then we hope, by the grace of God, to
meet her never to part again.

J. B. Bexixarox,

i ?.}ewa amiréaisnllaug._—

" Oan yo 0t discorn the aigos of the times "
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Tue cholera is rapidly spreading in Constanti-
nople. There were 380 deatbs from the epidemic
in that city last week, and the nomber is daily in-
orensing.

A xrw religious sect bas sprung up in Russia.
The reformer, now startling the neighborhood of
Tekatarinoslafl, and attracting thonsands of converts,
preaches polygamy, abrogation of all denominational
oroeds, and nuer religivas license, and gives himself
oat for the Saviour,

A Carnorro Union has been organized in Now York,
under the anspices of Archbishop Mcloskoy. Its ob-
ject is stated ro be, **first, to invite tho co-operation of
the whole Catholic world to unite in the effort to re.in-
state the Holy Father, then to devise every available
method of controverting the tendency of the age to ma-
torialism, and to neniralize the effcet of the daily pross
opon the minds of the people.” Maney is promised
in abundance to aid its work.—Am, Protestant,

Frox Mexico we learn that the constry is ina
state of anarchy. Formidable revolutions are tak-
ing place in nearly all the States, and a change in
the oxisting goveroment is expocted before the New
Year. A dewschment of Government cavalry was
defeated by the rebels in a fight near Saltillo, on the
4th inet.,, and driven into the eity. It was stated
that the rebels had decided to make a general sttack
on the town oo the 0th inst. General Escobedo has
placed all the San Luis troops at the disposal of the
goverament; but he wishes to resign the governor-
sbip of the State. The Government forces from
Tamaunlipas, nnder Cortina, have advaoced into
Nuevo Locn; snd the rebel leader Navarrio has
fallen back to Monterey. Cortina bad, st last ad-
vices, reached a point twenty leagues from that city.

Tux Year or Disasrens.—The ancient saylng,
that *“ calamities never come single,” searcely neaded
the confirmations of this past year; nevertheless it
has them. Oo the heels of the Parisian disasters
there came the Persian famine and our Western con-

Jfisgrations, and now the loes of the whale fleet. It

is true that these calamities strike at poiots wide
apart, but they are the clicks of the telegraph from
the ssme office. Some of us well remember that the

ear 1849 was that of the destroyed shipping of

hieago, and of the visitation of the cholers, by
which, out of eighteen thousand people, one thonsand
woat to the grave. That was the year, too, of suoh
» sucoession of fires as the city has not snffered till
tho presont season. May God shield ns from any du-
plication of our recent disaster,—/[nterior,

Ixennasn
past year, 1,
Number of persons in post-office service, 43,054,

1 'l’eostal number of marine disasters on lakes in 1871,

, 168, :

Amount of poblic land disposed of duriog the past
year, 10,606,792.03, an increase over last year of
2,611,879.08,

President Grant's mossage is well received gener-
ally, in this country and in Europe,

;gspooboMceu in the United Sistes the

Pride shute ont good counsel, both from God aad
man ; humility seeks both.

Appointments,
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And ae yo ko, prossh, saying, Tho kingdom of Heaven fs at hand.
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General Conference.

Provinexcr permitting, the tenth annual session
of the General Confercnce of Soventh-day Adventists
will bo held at Battle Creek, Mich,, sixth-day, Dec.
29, 1871, a1 9 o'clock, A. x , for she purpose of taking
into consideration the geneval wants of the cause,
and devising means for further advancing the work
in those directions where the openings of the prev-
idence of God are manifestly inviting us, Let all
the difforent State Conferences, and scattered broth-
ren ouiside such Conferences, take immediate steps to
repregent themselves in the manner the constitation
provides, and make such reports as it requires. It
will be nccessary that all delegates should reach
this place at somo time during tho preceding weelt.

James Woirs, Gen,
J. N. AXDREWS, Conf.
W. H. Lirriesonxs, ) Com,

The S. D. A. Publishing Association.

Tue Seventh-day Adventist Pablishing Association
will hold its twelfth annual scesion at Battle Creek,
Mich., Mouday, Jan. 1, 1872, at 9 o'clock, A x., 10
dedibernte for the genoral interests of the Association,
elect officors, and transact any other business thut
may core before the meeting.

Janrs Wiirs, )

Urran Smimu,

J. N. Axorews, l

J. H. Wacuoxer, » Trusiees.
L. P. Bamer,

A. P. Vax Honx, 1

A. M, Duscavry, |

QuanrenLy meeling for the churches of Orlenns,
Fairplaing, Orange, Vergenues, and DBashnell, at
Orlesns, Jan, G and 7, 1872, 8. I, Kixa.

QuarTERLY meeting at Blendon, Mich., Sabbath,
Dec. 16, Will some messonger pleasc attond ?
Avorenvs SMITH.

Quanrruly meeting at Beaver Dams, Schuyler
Co., N. Y., Jan. 6 and 7. Friends from the west via.
N. Y. and Erie railroad will leave the cars at
Corning; those from the east will stop at Watkins,
This will be an important meeting; therefore lot all
who come prepare themselves to labor as humble
represeututives of the closing message,

Jonx Lixvsxy,
8. A I Laxosey.

Quanteniy meeting of the Hundred Mile Grove
church, Wis,, January 6 and 7, 1872, We hope fo
seo & large gathering of the riends of the canse.

N. M. Jorvox.

Qranreniy meeting for the churches and seattered
brethren of Hillsdale Co., Mich,, at Hillsdale, Sab-
bath and first-day, Jan. 6 and 7, 1872, Cannpot yome
minister attend ? J. R. 8roxx, Clerk.

Business Deparvtment,

Not Slothful s Business, Tom. 12:11,

MEDCCTIOCITCDTOC e D

Busineas Note,

E — — — —

Jonux P. Moox: The price of the Concordance,
post-paid, is $1.85,

REOCEIFPTS
For Review and Horald,

In the following list, is 2o Velumo and

Ansexed o eash -ﬁ
Nomber of the Review & Hexato TO which the weney receiptod
h sheald with the Nombers oo the “M

1
w7 (ko omaissban aboad theo be piven, T o4eed, (mmetiste no
$1.00 gaom. L Taylor 40-1, M A Brigham 89-23,
F Wheelar 40-1,8 H Hewes 40-1, Jessic Wilmot 39-17,
E Brackett 40-1, R Torance 40-8, Chas Seqward 40-1.
1.60 maom, -J B Challacombe 41.1," Chanocey
Robingon 41-1, 0 8 Lanphear 40-1, Mrs N Morton
41-1, Mr 8 Atteberry 41-1, Benj Lucas 40-18, C A
Morgan 41-1, Susan MeKioley 41-1, G MoCormick
41-1, Wm Ccleman 41-1, J Northway 41-1.
$200 gaon. Wm Stewart 37-18, J B Beobow
40-8, J H Rogers 41-3, H Rasmussen 41-1 B M
Hibbard 41-1, D N Fay 40-1, N A Starr 41-1, Wm
Martin 40-2, A D Galutia 41-1, W H Dorcas 89-18,
8 D Salisbury 40-12, A H Leowis 40-1, J E Elms 41-1,
A 8 Osborn 41-1, H Everts 40-21, J Witwer 41-1,
E E Houstain 40-1, W Phicigey 40-16, J E Wilson
41-1, 8 Howland 41-1, Mrs J A Noble 41-10, M B
Mlll;r 41-1, W K Loughborongh 41-1, H B Hayward
40-18,
MiscELLANROUS. Wm B Prentiss $3.00 41-1, LM
Baker €0c 20-16, Mrs O Galloway 2.60 41-2, N 8
Royce 2.76 40-1, B Lowe 93¢ 40-7.
Books Bent by Mail.
L G Mg Vein 160, Wm Fenner 456c, J B Goodrich
$2.25, A B Williams 600, J P Chamberlin 40¢, Joht
P Moon 1,60, J E White 4,20, E E Houstain 26e,J B
Sabin 150, 8 O Winslow 1.00, Wm Phinisey 600, J B
Challacombe 2.50, A N Duoning 3.00, H B Hayward
b0e, W C Sewman 4.40, Thos Alverson 1.10, O I
Rice 800, J Lindsay 350, Mary I} Sheley 1.35, J E
Wilson 50e. .
Shares tn 8. D. A. P, Assoclation. )
Wm Feaner $10.00, Aaron Pevsing 10.00, E W
Whitaey 10,00, W 8 Harrington 10.00, Wm An-
drews 20.,00.
Cash Receivoed on Aecount.
J E White $1.50.
General Conference Fund,
A Persing s. 5. $5.00.
Donations to Health Institute,
Susannsh Rogers $5.00.
Shares in the Hoalth Institute,
Daniel Andre £60.00, Wm Andrews 26.00.

The Beview and Qtum.

TERMS:
If paid in nd . £2.00 & yoar.
It 00t paid tn three montha,....iceeiaisnicssmins - §2.50 & yoar
‘Wheo ordored by others for tho POULy.meissmsres ~§L060 & year.

When ardered by friends, for thedr friends on trial, §1.50 year

wn-mmbmu.n,nmuo-m,m
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ADVENT REVIEW AND HERALD OF THE SABBATH.

The Beview and Hevald,

Battle Oreek, Mioh,, Third-day, Deo. 12, 1871.

g&y See Business and "Appointments on preced-

ing page.

The Health Reformer.

We learn from the Office that the Hralth Reformer
has some more than 5,000 subscribers. This shows

an incroase of nearly 2,000 in one year.

The Desember number is excellent. This number
alone iz worth to any family that reads, and under-
stands what they read, more than the cost of the
Journal for one year. It is the design of the pub-
Jishers to make each and every number better than

the precediog one.

To those tract societies and those persons who
canvass for the Reformer without preminms, we would
sy, that to them wo furnish gpecimen copies of the
Reformer, envelopes, and the tract enmtitled, “The
Health Reformer—An Appeal to the Candid Publie,”
freo, post paid. We nearly doubled the eirculstion
of the Reformer in 1871, which gives us 5,000, Now
let us quite double it in 1872, and make it 10,000 at

the close of the year.

We hope that all onr good contributors will be in
soason for the January number of the Reformer with

clear, pointed articles.
possible.

1f you are dry, be short as
They should all reach the Office by the

eighteenth of the previcus month. Articles of the
first quality, short or long, thankfully received, orig-

inal or selected.

the very best health journal in our country.

*The Reformer shall continue to be

We

hope that all the renders of the Revisw will also read
the Reformer. Now is the best time for these who do
not take the Re¢former, L0 commence at the beglnning
of the volume, with the any number for 1872,

Be in Season.

W= wish to gay to all those who have pledged for
the 8. D. A. Publishing Association, and to tae
Health Institute, and to those who should take stock
in these worthy institutions, who have nol pledged,
that we design to publish reports of both, in which
we shall give the names of stockholders, with the
amount of stock tnken, also donations.
those who wish to be represented in these printed
reports, must pay pledges, nnd take stock, without
delay, a8 we wish to have the reports ready by Jan-

uary 1, 1872, »
res.

A Danish Monthly.

And all

Jaxes Wuire,
S.D. A P A

I7 is & matter of no small interest to the friends of
the cause of present truth, that converts from the
Danes and Norwegians, principally resulting from the
inbors of Eld. John Matteson, who himself is a native
Dane, are in sufficient numbers, and the prospect of
increase is such, that we decido, with the commence-
ment of the year 1872, to commence s monthly mag-
azine in tbe Danpish language, in the form of the
IHealth Reformer, Eld, Matteson will conduct this
journal, under the supervision of the Committee on

Publications.

We take this means of notifying our brethren
from the Dancs and Norwegians of our intentions to
publish a monthly in the Danish language, such,
relative to matter and appearance, as they will take
pleasure in recommending, and furnishing, to their
friends. “*The price of this periodical will be one
dollar & year in advance. We rqeuest that none
who take the Review will exchange it for this, who
cin at all rend the Eoglish. If any are not able to
take both, we will furnish one free. We also re-
quest that those who wish the monthly in Danish for

themselves nnd for their friends, will forward names
and addresses, with one dollar each, to Review axp

Heranp, Battle Creek, Michigan.

We wish o send

out the first number as early as December 20,

1871,

Our Danish and Norwegian brethren are liberal,

and have given considerable to our book fund.

And,

if the mlgulne does not pay expenses the first year,

the Ame
deficiency.

rican brethren will cheerfully make up the
They will bail the news of this enter-

prise with joy, and will gladly help, if their help be

needed.

James Wimrs,

Pres. S. D. A, I'. A,

Books for Hollday Gifts.

Wx recommend the following as oxcellent books

for Christians to purchase for holiday gifts.

had at this Office,

The Old Red House,
The Story of & Pooket Bible,

"Nails Driven Home, “
Young Men's Counselor, “
Young Ladies’ Counselor, ‘“
The Gniding Hand, “
The Family Circle, “
Anccdotes for Family Reading,
Bible Dictionary, L
Cruden’s Concordance, .
Greek Concardance, "
Clover Hill Btories, “
Plensant Hours, “
Good Stories, .
Bible Lessons, “
Little Teachings, .
Sunbeam Stories Sper box). o
Ebenezer's Prevailing Prayer, ¢
The Coming Earthquake, “

Children’s Cards (per packet), ¢

To be
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pay- Extra lsbor, incident to the close of the vol-
umn, has prevented the preparation of a chapter this

week, on the United Statee in Prophecy.

u. 8,

INDEX TO VOL. 38.
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Are You Full T...ouuerainnnnnnns
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